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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE

BY

THE TRANSLATOR.

SoME years ago I presented the public with a transla-
tion of Frederick Schlegel’s Philosophy of History,
which may be termed a sort of * Discourse on Uni-
versal History,” adapted to the actual state and wants
of Catholic science. I now venture to bring forward a
translation of a work that has been called by a French
critic a necessary supplement to Bossuet’s “ History of
the Variations of the Protestant Churches”—a work
well suited also to the present necessities of the Catholic
Church, and fitted for the existing state of controversy
between the two great religious parties in Europe.

The kind reception which my former task expe-
rienced from the British public, at a time when all
Catholic productions were still viewed with peculiar
distrust and aversion, encourages me to hope that now,
when so happy and so remarkable a change has come
over the Protestant mind of England, the same indul-
gence will not be refused to my present effort. The
work, indeed, whereof a translation is now offered to
the public, enters far more deeply into the discussion of
those great questions, which divide the minds and the
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iv INTRODUCTORY NOTICE

hearts of our countrymen. The moral wound that for
three centuries hath disfigured the aspect, crippled or
misapplied the energy, and exhausted the vital forces
of our country, is here probed with a firm and dex-
terous, though most gentle hand. Yet Dr. Mchler’s
book is more historical, explanatory, and analytical,
than really polemical. And the spirit of eminent cha-
rity, which breathes through his pages—the mild
accents wherewith error is rebuked—the aversion from
all exaggeration, that will never push beyond their
legitimate bearing the words of an adversary—the
exquisite sense of justice, that never fails to award to
merit, wherever it is found, its due recognition; that
is ever ready to make allowance for human frailty ; that
amid the greatest aberrations of the human mind,
points with pleasure to the truths which tempered
them, as well as to the truths which they abused ; that
even in the most hideous caricatures of fanaticism loves
to seek out some trait of the Divine original, which
that fanaticism strove to realize or restore ;—all these
qualities, I trust, will not fail to obtain from the author,
even from the most prejudiced Protestant, an impartial
and attentive hearing.

A distinguished English Protestant writer once cha-
racterized Bossuet’s “ History of the Variations,” as a
book ¢ where a Catholic might study his religion, and
a Protestant learn logic.” The same remark applies in
an equal, perhaps more eminent, degree, to Mahler’s
Symbolism ; yet with this difference, that the latter is a
work, where a Protestant, too, may study his religion.
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The Protestant of every denomination may here see the
tenets of his own religions community on the contro-
verted points stated and explained according to the
most solemn and unexceptionable of all authorities—the
public formularies of that religious community itself.
The declarations of such formularies are placed in
juxta-position with those of the Catholic Church. By
this means, the better understanding of the doctrines of
either Church is promoted ; mutual misconceptions are
obviated ; the points of agreement, as well as the points
of divergence, are more prominently brought out; the
means for the reconciliation of religious parties are at
once laid open and facilitated ; and as a clearer know-
ledge of error leads of necessity to a better appreciation
of truth, the return to the true Church is thus at once
rendered more easy and more certain.

This work, in its apologetical parts, noticing but cur-
sorily or incidentally the historical and traditionary
proofs of the Catholic faith, and confining itself in
general to an @ prior: vindication of our tenets, I re-
commend the Protestant reader, who happens to be
totally unacquainted with writings of Catholic con-
troversy, to consult, prior to the perusal of the Sym-
bolism, one or more of the approved books of Catholic
evidences ; where the external, as well as intrinsic, ar-
guments in favour of our Church are more fully and
elaborately entered into. Among these, I may par-
ticularly recommend three excellent works, which,
though differing in their plan, will furnish the Pro-
testant with the proofs required. I mean the Right
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Rev. Dr. Milner’s solid and instructive book, The End
of Religious Controversy; Dr. Kirk’s learned work,
The Faith of Catholics ; and the ingenious, learned,
and eloquent Lectures on the Principal Doctrines and
Practices of the Catholic Churck, by my illustrious
friend, the Right Rev. Dr. Wiseman. If, besides one
or other of these works, the Protestant reader has
leisure to consult the history by Bossuet, above referred
to, he will then derive from the perusal of the Sym-
bolism more spiritual advantage and intellectual profit;
and will find but few passages that will present a dif-
ficulty. In the course of perusal it will be well for him
frequently to refer to the decrees of the Council of
Trent.

The word “Symbolism,” or, as the Germans say,
“ Symbolik,” has, it is proper to observe, a two-fold
signification. Sometimes it means the science, that
has for its object to explain the symbol, or outward
signs used in the religions of antiquity; and in this
sense it is employed by Creuzer, as the title to his
celebrated work on that subject. At other times, the
word is used by German divines, Catholic and Pro-
testant, to signify the science of comparative inquiry
into the Confessions, or Symbolical writings, of the
different Christian Churches ; and this is the sense it
bears in the title to the book here translated.

There is a small, but learned work, entitled Con-
Jessions of Faitk, by my lamented friend, the late Mr.
Charles Butler, where the reader will find an interest-
ing literary history of the formularies of the different
Christian communities.



BY THE TRANSLATOR. vii

It was my wish that this translation should have
appeared two years ago ; but other literary occupations
have, contrary to my hope, retarded its publication.
The Protestant mind, however, I flatter myself, is now
better prepared for the reception of the work, than at
the period referred to ; and if, in the great moral fer-
ment which now pervades my country, it should be
the means of allaying and reconciling, in any degree,
the agitated elements of religious strife ; if it should
extricate but one spirit from the difficulties, the dis-
tractions, and the anguish of doubt, wherein so many
are now involved, and should help him on to the solu-
tion of that great problem, whereon all depends, I shall
cousider my labour to be more than sufficiently recom-
pensed. May He, from whom every good gift descends,
shed His blessing on the present undertaking, and en-
able all to come to the perusal of the work with the
suitable dispositions!

WURZBURG, BAVARIA,

August, 1843.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

EvERY book has a two-fold history; a history before,
and a history after its publication. The first can be
described only by the author himself; and respecting
this, the public imposes on him the duty to make no
mystery, and, accordingly, to relate to it partly the
outward occasions that induced him to undertake the
composition of his work ; and partly to assign the more
intrinsic reasons, by which he was determined to the
undertaking. Hereupon I have now to communicate
to the indulgent reader the following remarks.

The present work has arisen out of a course of
lectures, that for several years I have delivered on the
doctrinal differences between Catholics and Protestants.
On this subject it has been the custom, for years, in all
the Lutheran and Calvinistic universities of Germany,
to deliver lectures to the students of theology; and
highly approving of this custom, I resolved to trans-
plant it to the Catholic soil, for the following reasons.
Certainly those, who are called to take the lead in
theological learning, may be justly expected to acquire
a solid and comprehensive knowledge of the tenets of
the religious communities, that for so long a time have
stood opposed to each other in mutual rivalry, and still
endeavour to maintain this their position. Justly are
they required not to rest satisfied by any means with mere
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X PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

general, uncertain, obscure, vague, and unconnected
notions upon the great vital question, which has not
only, for three hundred years, continually agitated the
religious life of Europe, but has in part so deeply and
mightily convulsed it.

If the very notion of scientific culture makes it the
duty of the theologian to enter with the utmost possible
precision and depth into the nature of the differences
that divide religious parties ; if ‘it imperiously requires
him to set himself in a condition to render account of,
and assign the grounds for, the doctrinal peculiarities
of the different communions; so, regard for his own
personal dignity and satisfaction of mind, presses the
matter on him ; nay, on every well-instructed Chris-
tian, with a still more imperious claim. For what is
less consistent with our own self-respect, than to neglect
instituting the most careful and accurate enquiry into
the grounds and foundation of our own religious belief ;
and convincing ourselves whether, and how far, we
stand on a firm footing, or whether we have not placed
ourselves on some treacherous covering, that conceals
beneath it an enormous abyss? How is it possible to
enjoy a true and solid peace of the soul, when in the
midst of great ecclesiastical communities, that all pre-
tend alike to the possession of the pure and unmutilated
truth, we stand almost without reflection, and without
possessing any adequate instruction> There is, indeed,
in this respect, a quiet, such as they possess, in rela-
tion to a future life, who are utterly heedless whether
there he such a state. This is a quiet that casts deep,
indelible disgrace on any being endowed with reason.
Every man, accordingly, owes it to himself, to acquire
the clearest conception of the doctrinal peculiarities,
the inward power and strength, or the inward weak-
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ness and untenableness of the religious community,
whereof he acknowledges himself a member; a con-
ception which entirely depends on a very accurate and
precise knowledge of the opposite system of belief.
There can even be no solid acquisition, nor confident
use of the arguments for any communion, unless they
be conceived in relation to the antagonist system.
Nay, a solid acquaintance with any confession, must
necessarily include its apology, if at least that con-
fession make any pretensions to truth. For every
educated Christian possesses such general notions of
religion and Christianity—he possesses such general
acquaintance with Holy Writ—that so soon as any
proposition be presented to him in its true light, and
in its general bearings, he can form a judgment as to
its truth, and immediately discern its conformity or its
repugnance to the fundamental doctrines of Chris-
tianity.

We are also at a loss to discover, how a practical
theologian, especially in countries where conflicting
communions prevail, can adequately discharge his
functions, when he is unable to characterize the dis-
tinctive doctrines of those communions. For public
homilies, indeed, on matters of religious controversy,
the cycle of Catholic festivals, conformably to the
origin and the nature of our Church, happily gives no
occasion. All the festivals established by her have
reference only to facts in the life of Jesus Christ, and
to those truths, whereon all our faith and all our hopes
depend ; as well as to the commemoration of those
highly meritorious servants of God, who hold a dis-
tinguished place in the history of the Church, such, in
particular, as were instrumental in the general propa-
tion and consolidation of Christianity, and in its special
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introduction into certain countries. For the office of
preaching, accordingly, the Catholic pastor, with the
exception of some very rare and peculiar cases, can
make no immediate use of his knowledge of other
creeds. On the other hand, we may hope that his
discourses on the doctrines of the Catholic faith, will be
rendered more solid, more comprehensive, more ani-
mated, and more impressive, when those doctrines have
been studied by him, in their opposition to the antago-
nist confessions in the strict sense of that word. That
the highest class of catechumens should receive solid
instruction, nay, a far more solid one than has hitherto
been given, on the dogmas controverted between Chris-
tians ; nay, that in this instruction, the doctrinal dif-
ferences should be explicitly, and as fully as possible
attended to, is a matter on which I entertain not the
slightest doubt. Whence proceeds the deplorable help-
lessness of many Catholics, when, in their intercourse
with Protestants, the concerns of religious faith come
under discussion? Whence the indifference of so many
among them towards their own religionr From what
other cause, but from their almost total ignorance of
the doctrinal peculiarities of their Church, in respect
to other religious communities? Whence comes it,
that whole Catholic parishes are so easily seduced by
the false mysticism of their curates, when these happen
to be secretly averse to the doctrines of the Church?
Whence even the fact, that many curates are so open
to the pietistic errors, but because. both, priest and
congregation, have never received the adequate, nay,
any instruction at all, respecting the doctrinal dif-
ferences between the Churches? How much are
Catholics put to shame by the very great activity which
Protestants display in this matter! It is of course to
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be understood, that instruction on these points of con-
troversy must be imparted with the utmost charity,
conciliation, and mildness, with a sincere love of truth,
and without any exaggeration, and with constantly im-
pressing on the minds of men, that however we be
bound to reject errors (for the pure doctrine of Jesus
Christ, and the Gospel truth, is the most sacred pro-
perty of man), yet are we required by our Church to
embrace all men with love, for Christ’s sake, and to
evince in their regard all the abundance of Christian
virtues. Lastly, it is clear, that opportune and inop-
portune questions, consultations, and conferences, on
the doctrines controverted between the Churches, will
never fail to occur; but, most assuredly, the appro-
priate reply, the wished-for counsel, and the instructive
refutation,-will be wanting, in case the pastor be not
solidly grounded in a knowledge of the respective formu-
laries of the Christian communities.

But if what I have said justifies the delivery of
academic courses, on the doctrinal peculiarities of the
different communions, yet it proves not the necessity of
their publication, at least as regards their essential sub-
stance. On this subject I will take the liberty of making
the following remarks. In the Protestant Church, for
many years, a series of manuals, on Symbolism, have
been published. The elder Plank, Marheineke (in two
works, a larger and a smaller), Winer, Clausen, and
others, have tried their efforts in this department.
The Catholics, indeed, on their part, have put forth a
great multitude of apologetic and such like works,
having for their object to correct the misrepresentation
of our doctrines as set forth by non-Catholics. But
any book containing a scientific discussion of all the
doctrinal peculiarities of the Protestant Churches, has
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not fallen within my knowledge. Accordingly,in com-
municating to the public the substance of my lectures,
I conceived I should fill up a very perceptible void in
Catholic literature.

During my researches into the authorities required
by the subject of my lectures, I thought I had further
occasion to observe, that the territory I had begun to
explore, had not by any means received a sufficiently
careful cultivation, and that it was yet capable of offer-
ing much useful and desirable produce. This holds
good even when we regard the matter from the mere
historical point of view. But it cannot fail to occur,
that by bringing to light data not sufficiently used,
because they were not thoroughly understood, or had
been consigned again to oblivion ; the higher scientific
judgment, on the mutual relations of the Christian
communities, will be rendered more mature and cir-
cumspect. Whether my enquiries, in either respect,
have been attended with any success, it is for com-
petent judges to decide. Thus much, at least, I be-
lieve I may assert, that my labours will offer to Catholic
theologians especially, many a hint, that their industry
would not be unrepaid, if in this department they were
to devote themselves to solid researches. For several
decades, the most splendid talents spend their leisure,
nay, give up their lives, to inquiries into the primitive
religions and mythologies, so remote from us both as to
space and time; but the efforts to make us better ac-
quainted with ourselves, have evidently been more rare
and less perseverant, in proportion as this problem is a
matter of nearer concern than the former. There are
not, indeed, wanting a countless multitude of writings,
that dilate in prolix dissertations on the relations be-
tween the different Churches. But alas! their authors
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too often possess scarcely the most superficial know-
ledge of the real state of facts; and hereby it not un-
frequently comes to pass, that treatises, which would
even perhaps merit the epithet of ingenious, tend only
to render the age more superficial, and to cause the
most important questions that can engage the human
mind and heart, to be most frivolously overlooked. Such
sort of writings are entitled ¢ Considerations ;” while,
in truth, nothing (objective) was at all considered ; but
mere phantoms of the brain that passed before the writer.

Pacific objects, also, induced me to commit this work
to the press ; and these objects I conceived I should be
able to attain, by giving the most precise and the most
unreserved description of the doctrinal differences. I
did not, indeed, dream of any peace between the
Churches, deserving the name of a true reunion, as
being about to be established in the present time. For
such a peace cannot be looked for in an age, which is
so deeply degraded, that even the guides of the people
have oftentimes so utterly lost sight of the very essence
of faith, that they define it as the adoption of what ap-
pears to them probable, or most probable ; whereas its
nature consists in embracing, with undoubting cer-
tainty, the revealed truth, which can be only one. As
many men now believe, the heathens also believed ; for
they were by no means devoid of opinions respecting
divine things. When in so many quarters there is no
faith, a reunion of faith is inconceivable. Hence, only
an union in unbelief could be attained ; that is to say,
such a one wherein the right is mutually conceded to
think what one will, and wherein there is therefore a
mautual tacit understanding, that the question regards
mere human opinions, and that it is a matter left un-
decided, whether in Christianity God have really re-
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vealed Himself or not. For with the belief in Christ,
as a true envoy of the Father of light, it is by no means
consistent, that those who have been taught by him,
should be unable to define in what his revelations on
divine things consist, and what, on the other hand, is
in contradiction to his word and his ordinances. All
things, not this or that in particular, appear, accord-
ingly, opposed to a religious union. A real removal,
therefore, of the differences existing between the Chris-
tian communities, appears to me to be still remote.
But in the age in which we live, I flattered myself that
I might do something towards bringing about a re-
ligious peace, by revealing a true knowledge of the
great dispute; in so far as by this knowledge, men
must come to perceive, that that contest sprang out of
the most earnest endeavours of both parties to uphold
the truth,—the pure and genuine Christianity in all its
integrity. I have made it therefore my duty, to define,
with the utmost possible precision, the points of re-
ligious difference; and nowhere, and at no time, to
cloak and disguise them. The opinion sometimes en-
tertained, that the differences are not of importance,
and affect not the vitals of Christianity, can conduce
only to mutual contempt; for opponents, who are
conscious of not having adequate grounds for opposing
each other, and yet do so, must despise one another.
And, certainly, it is this vague feeling, of being an ad-
versary of this stamp, that has in modern times given
rise to violent sallies on the part of many Protestants
against Catholics, and vice versd ; for many, by a sort
of self-deception, think by these sallies to stifle the
inward reproaches of their conscience, and mistake the
forced irritation against an opposite communion, for a
true pain on account of the rejection of truth on the
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part of its adherents. Even the circumstance is not
rare, that an ignorance of the true points of difference
leads to the invention of false ones. And this certainly
keeps up a hostile, uncharitable, spirit of opposition
between parties, far more than a just and accurate
knowledge of the distinctive doctrines could do; for
nothing wounds and embitters more than unfounded
charges. From the same cause it so frequently hap-
pens, that men on both sides charge each other with
obduracy of will, and with a selfish regard to mere
personal and transitory interests, and ascribe to these
alone the divisions in religious life. Protestants are
uncommonly apt, without hesitation, to ascribe to what
they denominate hierarchical arrogance and the plan of
obscuration, any resistance in the Catholic Church to
the full influx of Protestant light. Many Catholics, on
the other hand, are of opinion, that, in the same way
as at the commencement of the Reformation, political
interests, and the desire to exercise over the Church
an absolute domination, were the sole inducements
that engaged princes to embrace and encourage the
Protestant doctrines; and domestic ease, sensual gra-
tifications, hollow arrogance, and a frivolous love of
independence, were the only motives that brought over
Churchmen to the new opinions; so this is for the
most part the case, even at the present day, These
charges, indeed, of pride, arrogance, and the rest,
which parties bring against each other, cannot, alas!
be entirely disputed. We know, moreover, from ex-
perience, that everywhere there are very zealous men,
who, in their conduct towards opposite communions,
are not actuated by quite base motives, yet have im-
mediately in view only the interests of a party, a fac-
tion, or a system, and not the cause of Divine truth,
VOL. 1. c
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especially in its living manifestation in Christ Jesus,
who should alone be the object of our love, and all
else, only in so far as it is nearly or remotely connected
with that love. All this, indeed, is unquestionably
true. Yet it would betoken very great narrowness of
mind, if the duration of the mighty religious contest
were not sought for in deeper causes than in those
assigned. Under these circumstances, I conceived it
were no small gain, if I should succeed in drawing
back attention entirely to the matter itself, and in es-
tablishing the conviction, that in the conflict between
Catholicism and Protestantism, moral interests are de-
fended; a conviction, which, as it implies in the ad-
versaries earnestness and sincerity, must lead to more
conciliatory results, and is alone calculated to advance
the plan, which, in the permission of so fearful a strife,
Divine Providence had in view.

Lastly, I must mention also a phenomenon of the
age, which, if I remember right, first inspired me with
the thought of committing to the press my treatises on
the distinctive doctrines of the Christian communions.
For a long time Lutheranism seemed to have entirely
disappeared from Germany,—at least to possess no voice
in public opinion; in fact, it was scarcely represented
in literature by a single theologian of any name. In
our thoughtful Germany, the gloomier Calvinism never
found itself really at home; and when it penetrated
into some of its provinces, it was almost always with
considerable modifications. 1Its real home has always
been a part of Switzerland and of France ; next Holland,
England, and Scotland.

Through the great revolution in public affairs during
our times, the old orthodox Protestantism has again
assumed new life, and not only finds many adherents
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among the clergy and laity, but in the number of
its partisans can reckon very able theologians. As
was natural to be expected, it immediately marked out
its position relatively to the Catholic Church, and
assailed the latter with all the resources it could com-
mand. The more this party visibly increases, and,
partly by its junction with the Pietistic movement that
had previously existed, partly by the encouragement of
one of the most influential cabinets in Germany,* begins
again to constitute a power; the more must Catholics
feel the necessity of taking up their right position in
respect to it, and of clearly discerning the true nature
of the relation wherein they stand towards it. This,
however, is not so easy, as we might at the first view
imagine. For when from Rationalism and Naturalism
we must turn our thoughts to the old Protestantism
as represented in the symbolical books, we are required
to transport ourselves into a totally different religious
world. For while for the last fifty years Catholics have
been called upon to defend only the Divine elements in
Christianity, the point of combat is now changed, and
they are required to uphold the human element in the
Christian religion. We must now march precisely from
one extreme to the other. Yet the Catholic has this
advantage, that his religious system embraces as well
what constitutes an object of one-sided or exclusive
reverence with the rationalist, as what the orthodox
Protestant, with an equally one-sided or exclusive vene-
ration, adheres to in Christianity. In fact, these two
contrarieties are in the Catholic system adjusted, and
perfectly reconciled. The Catholic faith is as mnch
akin to one principle, as to the other; and the Catholic

* Prussia is here alluded to.— T'rans.
2
c
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can comprehend the two, because his religious system
constitutes the unity of both.

The Protestant rationalists are indebted to Luther,
only in so far as he acquired for them the right to pro-
fess completely, the reverse of what he himself, and the
religious community he founded, maintained. And the
orthodox Protestants have with the rationalists no tie
of connexion, save the saddening conviction, that Luther
established a Church, the very nature whereof must
compel it to bear such adversaries with patience in its
bosom, and not even to possess the power of * turning
them away.” The Catholic, on the other haud, has
with either party a moral affinity, inherent in his very
doctrines : he stands higher than either, and therefore
overlooks them both. He has alike what distinguishes
the two, and is therefore free from their one-sided
failings. His religious system is no loose, mechanical,
patchwork combination of the two others, for it was
anterior to either; and when it was first revealed to
the Church, organically united the truth, which in the
other two is separated. The adverse parties seceded
from the Catholic Church, breaking up and dividing its
doctrine—the one appropriating the human, the other
the divine principle in Christianity; just as if the in-
divisible could be at pleasure divided !

I have further to observe, that German solidity, or
German pedantry, or German distrustfulness, call it by
what name we will, appeared to me to require that I
should give the passages I quoted at full length. The
reader is thus enabled to form his own judgment, by
the materials brought before him, or at least is fur-
nished with the means for testing the judgment of the
author. I was bound to suppose, that to by far the
greater number of my readers the symbolical books of
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, the Protestants, the writings of Luther, Zwinglius, and

Calvin, were inaccessible ; and if I were unable to pre-
serve the true medium between an excess and a de-
ficiency in quotations, I preferred to offend by the
former. He, who is unable to read the quotations,
which are for the most part thrown into the notes, can
easily pass them over. On the other hand, it cannot
be said, that he who would feel desirous to make him-
self acquainted with the passages cited, could have
easily collected these himself.

Tubingen, 1832.

AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

From the attention with which the theological public
have been pleased to favour this work, I have conceived
it my duty to endeavour, as much as the small space of
time that intervened between the first and the second
edition, allowed, to improve and even to enlarge it. In
the first part, there are few sections, which, whether in
the language, or whether by additions or omissions in
the texts, or in the notes, have not undergone changes
advantageous, as I trust, to the work. Under the
article of faith, the seventeenth section has been newly
inserted ; and the twenty-seventh section, which con-
tains a more precise definition of the real distinctive
points in the theological systems of Luther and of
Zuinglius, was not found in the first edition. The
article on the Church has undergone considerable
changes ; the addition of the thirty-seventh section ap-
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peared to me peculiarly calculated to render more clear
the theory of the Catholic Church.

In the second part, the article on the Methodists has
been entirely recast, as I have now been able to procure
Dr. Southey’s Life of Wesley. Clarkson’s Portraiture
of Quakerism, which, in despite of many endeavours,
I had been unable to obtain in time for the first edition,
but which has since come to hand, has been less useful
for my purpose than I had expected.

In the Introduction, it has appeared to me expedient
to enter into more particulars as to the use, which, in a
work like the Symbolism, is to be made of the private
writings of the Reformers. I have deemed it useful
also to point out there the important distinction, which,
in all Symbolical researches, should be observed be-
tween the use of the private writings of the Reformers,
and that of the works of Catholic theologians.

AUTHOR’S PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

TrE information of my publisher, that the second
edition is out of print, was too sudden to allow me to
bestow on this third edition those improvements which
I would fain have made, and whereof it stood in so
much need. There is but one article I can name,
which has undergone an important amelioration ; it is
the eighth section, on original sin; for in the former
editions, there were some historical notices, touching
the Catholic views of that doctrine, that much needed
correction.
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The very ponderous criticism on my Symbolism,
which in the meanwhile Professor Baur has put forth,
I will leave unnoticed in the present work, for the
necessary discussions would occupy proportionally too
great a space, to find insertion either in the notes or in
the text. I have therefore preferred to write a separate
reply, which, please God, will soon be sent to press.

AUTHOR'S PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

ArTER the publication of the third edition, which
appeared at the beginning of the year 1834, I saw
myself compelled to compose a defence of the Sym-
bolism. 1t has already appeared, under the title, New
Investigations, etc. (Neue Untersuchungen.) In this
work, many subjects having reference to the contro-
versy, and which in the Symbolism had been only
lightly, or not at all, touched upon, were more fully
treated ; while not a few articles have been investigated
under a new point of view, others more precisely de-
fined, and several more fully established. From this
book nothing has been transferred to the fourth edition
of the Symbolism. I held it to be my duty to make no
essential alteration in the form, under which the present
work was originally presented to the public, and under
which it has been favoured with their indulgent at-
tention. To notice in the body of the work the various
writings, treatises, and reviews, that have been directed
against it, I conceived to be in every way unsuitable;
independently even of the fact, that I was unwilling to
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see the pacific tone of the Symbolism converted into an
angry and warlike tone. Yet some things have been
amended in this fourth edition ; others have been added.
These are changes which could be made without any
external provocation, and without any alteration of my
original plan, and as have formerly been made in every
new edition.

By God’s providence the Symbolism has hitherto
produced much good fruit, as from many quarters has
been related to me, partly by word of mouth, and partly
by writing. Even Protestant periodicals, as, for ex-
ample, the Evangelical Church Gaszette (Evangelische
Kirchen Zeitung) of October 1834, do not in their
peculiar way call this fact in question. May it be still
further attended with the blessing of the Saviour, who
from the beginning hath ever chosen weak and im-
perfect things for the instruments of his glorification !

PREFACE OF THE GERMAN EDITOR TO THE
FIFTH EDITION.

WHILE the fifth edition of this work was in the press,
the Catholic Church of Germany had the affliction to
see its illustrious author snatched away from her by an
untimely death. If his loss for Catholic literature be
an event so deeply to be deplored, it is so especially in
reference to the Symbolism. The lamented author had
intended to introduce many amendments into this new
edition, and so to render it more complete,—partly by
transferring into it several things from his work, en-
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titled, New Investigations of Doctrinal Differences,—
partly by incorporating with it the results of new re-
searches. As regards a very considerable part of the
work, his intention he has happily been able to carry
into effect. Many articles and sections—as, for example,
that on original sin—have received from him extension
or greater precision, or have been entirely recast. The
like he had designed in respect to the articles on the
doctrine of the sacraments, and the following sections.
Down to the close of his life, this concern of his heart
ever occupied him; but the final execution of his
design was not permitted by Divine Providence,

May this new edition produce those blessed effects,
which had ever been intended by the author, and that
have, doubtless, gained a rich recompense for him
before the throne of God !

Munich, 21 June, 1838.
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MANY of the facts related in the following biographical
sketch, rest on the authority of two short memoirs of
the illustrious writer, the one by Dr. Ruhn, professor of
Catholic theology at the university of Tiibingen, the
other by the anonymous author of the interesting in-
troduction prefixed to the fifth German edition of the
Symbolism. For many other particulars, I have been
" indebted to the kindness of Dr. Reithmayr, professor
of divinity at the university of Munich, as well as to
that of Dr. Benkert, dean of Wiirzburg, and of Dr.
Duzx, rector of the ecclesiastical seminary in the same
city.

The following memoir is preceded by an historical
survey of the state of Protestantism and Catholicism
in Germany during the last hundred years. To enable
the English reader the better to understand the general
scope and tendency of the work I have translated, as
well as the many allusions and references it contains
to the great changes that in modern times have oc-
curred in the Protestant theology of Germany, I have
endeavoured, according to my humble ability, to take a
rapid historical view of those changes. Though, indeed,
only the elder Protestantism, in its opposition to the
Catholi¢ Church, is analyzed in this work, and the Ra-
tionalism, which sprang up in Germany towards the
middle of the eighteenth century,—andwhich has almost
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entirely superseded the old Lutheranism,—is, for the
reasons assigned by the author himself, not here for-
mally investigated ; still, as frequent comparisons are in-
stituted between the older and the more modern systems
of German Protestantism, some degree of acquaintance
with the latter is evidently highly useful for the better
understanding and appreciation of the work now trans-
lated. But this great revolution in the German Pro-
testant Church can be comprehended in all its bearings,
and estimated in all its results, only through a com-
parison with the state of German Catholicism during
the same period. Under this impression, I have placed,
beside the representation of German Protestantism, a
corresponding picture of the Catholic Church. I con-
ceived, too, that by such an historic portraiture of the
latter, the moral and intellectual influence of the illus-
trious divine, whose biography I have attempted to
trace, would be better discerned and more fully ap-
preciated.

In drawing up this preliminary historic sketch, the
authorities I have consulted, are, on the Catholic side,
Dr. Dollinger’s continuation of Hortig’s Churchk His-
tory,* the Compendium of Ecclesiastical History,} by
Dr. Alzog, and Gorres’s Historico-political Journal ;¥
and on the Protestant side, the Rev. Mr. Rose’s Lec-
tures on the State of Protestantism in Germany,§ Pro-
fessor Tholuck’s essay, entitled, Historic Sketch of the
Revolution, which, since the year 1750, has occurred in

* Handbuch der Kirchengeschichte, fortgesetzt von J. Dollinger.
Landshut, 1828.

t Universal-Geschichte der Christlichen Kirche. Mainz, 1841.

1 Historisch-politische Blitter, von Phillips und Garres.

§ Cambridge, 1825.
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German Theology,* and the Manual of Church His-
tory,t by Dr. Hase.

In a work which has recently appeared in Germany,
and is attributed to the pen of an eminent Protestant,
we find a passage, where the history of German Pro-
testantism, from the commencement of the Reformation,
down to the middle of the eighteenth century, is traced
in a few brief, vigorous, and masterly strokes. This
passage I prefer to cite, rather than attempt on my part
any delineation of the same subject. ‘ The first fifty
years,” says this writer, “that followed on the outbreak
of the Reformation, witnessed incessant wranglings,
disputes, and mutual anathematizings, between the
several Protestant parties; first between Luther and
Zwinglius, next between the rigid Lutherans and the
Crypto-Calvinists, and so on. When, after long in-
trigues, and tedious negotiations, the Chancellor of
Tiibingen, James Andrea, succeeded, about the year
1586, in abtaining acceptance for the so-called Formu-
lary of Concord, the theological strife receded from
the arena of public life into the school; and for the
whole century that followed, the Protestant Church
was distinguished for a narrow-minded polemical scho-
lasticism, and a self-willed, contentious theology. The
Lutheran orthodoxy, in particular, degenerated more
and more into a dry, spiritless, mechanical formalism,
without religious feeling, warmth, and unction. The
same authors of the new faith, that had with so much
violence contested the Church’s prerogative of infalli-

* Abriss einer Geschichte der Umwilzung, welche seit 1750 auf
dem Gebiete der Theologie in Deutschland statt gefunden. Ver-
mischte Schriften von Dr. Tholuck. Hamburg, 1839,

t+ Kirchengeachichte von Dr. Karl Hase. Leipzig, 1841.
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bility and her tradition, desired now to claim for their
own symbolical books a divine origin, and an exemption
from error. They, whose religious community was
founded in the principle of recognizing Scripture as the
sole standard of faith, now disputed its right to be the
exclusive depository of the Divine Word. They, who
had refused to the Catholic Church infallibility, now
pretended to an absolute and immutable possession of
revealed truth.

In opposition to this Protestant orthodoxy, that had
fallen away from the fundamental principle of the
Reformation, and therefore clung with the greater ob-
stinacy to the letter of its symbolical books, Spener
insisted upon a living faith rooted in the regenerate
will, and undertook to revivify religion, that had
perished in the stiff forms of a mechanical orthodoxy.
But from his very confined views on philosophy and
speculative theology, from his aversion to all settled
and defined religious notions, from his indifference
about dogmas in general, from his deficiency in a solid
ground-work of learning, and an undue propensity to a
false mysticism (whereby he bears a remote affinity to -
the Quakers, and other sects) ; from all these defects,
Spener was unable to bring about the completion of the
Reformation, which he had promised, although on seve-
ral leading points he entertained convictions, which
fitted him for reforming the Lutheran doctrines. -

The Protestant orthodoxy having succeeded, by ana-
themas and persecution, in reducing to temporary
silence the first commotions of the yet impotent Ra-
tionalism, sank into soft repose on its pillow. But, in
the midst of German Protestantism, an alliance had
been formed, which at first appeared to be of little
danger, nay, to be even advantageous, but which soon
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overthrew the whole scaffolding of doctrine, that the
old Protestant orthodoxy had raised up, and precipi-
tated Protestant theology into that course, which has
in the present day led it entirely to subvert all the
dogmas of Christianity, and totally to change the origi-
nal views of the Reformers.”*

The principle of rationalism is inherent in the very

pature of Protestantism ; it manifested itself in the
very origin of the Reformation, and has since, to a
greater or a less extent, and in every variety of form,
revealed its existence in almost every Protestant com-
munity. In the less vigorous constitution of Lutheran-
ism, it had fewer obstacles to encounter than in the
Calvinistic Churches, and more particularly in the
Anglican establishment. It entered too, undoubtedly,
into the designs of Providence, that the people, which
had been the first to welcome the so-called Reformation,
should be also the first to pay the bitter penalty for
"apostacy ; that the land, which had first witnessed the
- rise of the Protestant heresy, should be likewise the
first to behold its lingering, painful, and humiliating
dissolution.

But the several causes, which, towards the middle of
the eighteenth century, brought about this great moral
distemper in the Protestant Churches of Germany, as
well as the forms, which the malady successively as-
sumed, I will now endeavour to describe.

* Der Protestantismus in seiner Selbst-Auflssung, von einem Pro-
testanten. (Protestantism in its Self-dissolution, by a Protestant.)
Schaffhansen, 1843, pp. 291-3, vol. ii. This work, which now ex-
cites no inconsiderable sensation in Germany, was at first attributed to
the pen of the illustrious Hurter ; but it is written by another eminent
Protestant, who, it is confidently stated, is on the eve of embracing
the Catholic faith.
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It was in the department of biblical exegesis, that this
movement of rationalism first displayed itself. The
school of Michaelis, with its false, over-fastidious,
worldly-minded criticism, treated the Scriptures with
levity and even disrespect, denied the inspiration of
some portions of the Bible, and debased and vulgarized
its doctrines. The same views were carried out with
much greater boldness and consistency by Semler,
who, abusing the right principle that in the interpreta-
tion of Scripture regard should be had to the language
wherein it is written, and to the history of the times at
which it was composed, degraded the dignity of the
Bible, by circumscribing its teaching within mere local
and temporary bounds, diluted its doctrines, and at-
tached importance to those parts only, where a moral
tendency was clearly visible. From this period the
Lutheran divines hecame divided into three classes.
There were, first, those who remained true to the sym-

bolical books; secondly, those who, like Nosselt and

Morus, insisted more particularly on the ethics of Chris-
tianity, and without positively rejecting all its peculiar
dogmas, declared them to be of no essential importance ;
and thirdly, those who, like Reimarus and the elder
Eichhorn, systematically pursuing the work commenced
by Semler, not only assailed the inspiration of the
Bible, but rejected its prophecies, denied most of the
miracles it records, and refused to acknowledge in
Christianity aught else than a mere local and temporary
phenomenon. Nay, two celebrated theologians of
Berlin, Teller and Spalding, did not hesitate to enter
into a secret confederacy with professed infidels, like
Nicolai, Engel, Sulzer, and the rest, for the purpose
of purifying, as they professed, the doctrines of the
Christian religion. This confederacy was entitled,
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“ Association for the diffusion of light and truth.” And
this is the place to say a few words respecting *the
popular philosophers,” as they were called, who openly
and recklessly attacked that revelation, which the theo-
logians I have described were insidiously and covertly
undermining.

The writings of the English Deists, in the early part
of the eighteenth century, exercised a very pernicious
influence in Protestant Germany ; and later, the con-
temporaneous literature of the French infidels, so much
encouraged by Frederic II, excited there a spirit of
disastrous emulation. A society was formed so early
as the year 1735, by Knatzen and Edelman, for the
diffusion of irreligious pamphlets and writings, in which
not only all Christianity was decried, but the most
daring atheism unblushingly avowed. Nicolai, whose
name has already occurred, established, about the year
1765, at Berlin, a literary review, with the object of
propagating the pernicious doctrines of a shallow illu-
minism ; and in that infancy of German literature,
when this periodical had scarcely a rival to encounter,
the influence it exerted was more extensive, than can
at present be even conceived. Bahrdt and Basedow,
at the same time, in cheap and popular tracts, scattered
among the lower classes the poison of infidelity ; and
they, as well as Nicolai, were in close communication
with Weisshaupt, who, in Bavaria, had founded the
order of the Illuminati, for the purpose of undermining
the foundations of the throne and the altar. I may
here observe, that in Catholic countries infidelity as-
sumes a very different aspect, and is forced to pursue a
very different policy, than among Protestant nations.
In the former countries, unbelief, reprobated by the
Church,. driven from her communion, finding her on

VOL. I. d
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every point a vigilant, unassailable, unrelaxing, un-
relenting adversary, is compelled to hide its head in
secret societies, or if. it brave the daylight, it then
wages fierce, immitigable warfare with Catholicity.
But in Protestant states, such a mode of warfare, on the
part of infidelity, is neither necessary nor expedient for
its purpose. As it springs out of the very root of
Protestantism ; as it is but a natural and necessary
development of its doctrines; as it differs from the
latter not in essence, but in degree only, it is its policy
(and we see it practise it invariably), to flatter the Pro-
testant Church, to court its alliance, to mingle with its
teaching, to soften down its own principles in order the
better to diffuse them, and, when threatened with ex-
clusion, to appeal to Protestant principles, and defy
condemnation.

It is objected, that infidelity abounds as much in
Catholic as in Protestant countries, and that therefore
it cannot be said, that Protestantism is more favourable
to its growth than the rival Church. But a few remarks
will suffice to show the futility of such an objection.
In the first place, it is true that Voltaire, like Luther,
went out of the Catholic Church ; but while the Cory-
phzus of French infidelity extolled the Reformation,
eulogized the Reformers, and boasted that he himself
came to consummate the work they had left incom-
plete, he waged the fiercest hostility against the Ca-
tholic Church and her ministers. And the Deists of
England and Protestant Germany, though they came
into less immediate collision with that Church, than
Voltaire and his disciples, well knew where their most
powerful and formidable antagonist was to be found.
Secondly, if Protestantism were not more favourable
than Catholicity to the growth of unbelief, how doth it
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happen that in those ages, when the Catholic Church
exerted the greatest influence over mind and manners,
over public and private life—ages, too, be it remem-
bered, often distinguished for a boldness, an acuteness,
and a depth of metaphysical inquiry, that have never
been surpassed—how doth it happen, I say, that in
those ages, infidelity was a thing so rare, so obscure, so
insignificant 7 How doth it happen, that it followed so
closelyin the wake of the Reformation ; that historymakes
mention of asect of Deists in Switzerland, at the close of
the sixteenth century; thatin Protestant England, during
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Deism assumed
an attitude of such boldness, and attained to such fear-
ful vigour and expansion ; that at the commencement
of the eighteenth century, the Protestant Bayle first
introduced it into Catholic France ; that Voltaire and
the Encyclopedists confessed they borrowed the weapons
for their anti-Christian warfare from the armoury of
the English Deists ; and that Rousseau, the most dan-
gerous of the French infidels, was a Protestant by birth,
and only developed the principles of Protestantism, and
more than once declared, that if the divinity of the
Christian religion could be demonstrated to him, he
would not hesitate to embrace the Catholic faith ?
Thirdly, it will not be denied, that Socinianism leads
by easy gradations to unbelief; that some classes of
Unitarians are distinguished from Deists only by their
belief in the general credibility of the Bible ;* and that
- therefore any Church, which will show itself indulgent

* A learned prelate of the Established Church, the late Bishop
Heber, characterized Unitarianism as “a system which leans on the
utmost verge of Christianity, and which has been in so many instances
a stepping-stone to simple Deisih.” See 7'ravels of an Irish Gentleman,
c. xliv.

d!
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towards Socinianism —any Church which openly or
covertly, in a greater or less degree, will foster its
tenets, proves itself thereby favourable to the propaga-
tion of Deism. Now Socinianism, like a poisonous
plant, cast off from the Catholic soil of Italy, took root
and flourished in the Protestant communities of Poland,
attained during the eighteenth century to a most rank
luxuriance in the Church of Geneva,* and at the same
time cast a blighting shade over the Episcopal Estab-
lishment of England.

Fourthly, if any doubt remained as to the intimate
connexion between Protestantism and infidelity, it
would be dispelled by the history of the German Pro-
testant Churches during the last hundred years. There
we see men holding important offices in the Church—
pastors of congregations, superintendents of consisto-
ries, professors of theology—not only reject the autho-
rity of the symbolical books, and disavow almost all
those Catholic dogmas which the Lutherans and Cal-
vinists had hitherto retained, but openly assail the
Divine inspiration of the Scriptures, deny the integrity
and authenticity of large portions of the Old and the
New Testament, allegorize the prophecies, and dis-
believe, and sometimes even ridicule, the miracles re-
corded in the Bible. These opinions, professed more
or less openly, carried out to a greater or a less ex-
tent, were once held by an immense majority of Pro-

* Rousseau, in his Lettres de la Montagne, says of the Genevese
of his time, “ When asked if Jesus Christ is God, they do not dare to
answer. When asked what mysteries they admit, they still do not
dare to answer. A philosopher casts a rapid glance at them, and
penetrates them at once; he sees they are Arians or Socinians.” A
similar account of the Genevese is given by the Protestant writer,
Grenus.
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testant theologians, and even in despite of a partial
reaction, are still held by the greater part. Yet they
nevertheless retain their functions and dignities in the
Protestant Church ; they are thus enabled to propagate
their doctrines with impunity ; those Protestants, who
protest against their opinions, still communicate with
them i sacris ; and when any attempt has been made
to deprive them of their offices, it has been invariably
unsuccessful. Against their orthodox opponents, they
invariably appeal to the right of free inquiry, which is
the fundamental principle of the Reformation; and on
Protestant grounds, the position they take up is per-
fectly impregnable. For if the interpretation of the
Bible belong to private judgment, the previous ques-
tions as to its authenticity, integrity, and inspiration,
without the settlement whereof the right of interpreta-
tion becomes nugatory, must be submitted to the de-
cision of individual reason. Thus has the most insi-
dious and dangerous form of infidelity grown naturally,
immediately, and irresistibly, out of the very root of
Protestantism. The vampire of rationalism, while it
cleaves to the bosom, and sucks the life-blood of the
German Protestant Church, mocks, with a fiend-like
sneer, her impotent efforts to throw off the monster—
efforts which will never be attended with success, till
the aid of the old Mother Church be called in. But I
have digressed too long, and must not anticipate.
While obscure writers, like Nicolai, Bahrdt, and
Basedow, were carrying on with the most reckless
violence, and with the weapons of a most shameless
ribaldry, the warfare against Christianity, which the
Protestant theologians had insidiously commenced,
the great critic, Lessing, the founder of the mo-
dern German literature, lent his powerful support to
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the anti-Christian league. While librarian at Wolfen-
biittel, he edited a work, exposed by Reymarus, con-
sisting of various irreligious essays, entitled Fragments
of Wolfenbiittel, and which, from the tone of earnest-
ness, and dialectic acuteness wherein they were written,
exerted a very prejudicial influence over public opinion.
The vigorous mind of Lessing could not rest satisfied
with the shallow illuminism of the eighteenth century,
and his irreligious productions seemed oftener to spring
out of a desire to torment the orthodox Lutherans of
his day, than to be the result of his own inmost con-
viction. Sometimes he pushed his unbelief even to the
Pantheism of Spinoza; and sometimes again he took
up the Catholic side, and with that dialectic art, in
which he was so great a master, proved the necessity
of tradition for the right interpretation of Scripture.
The name of Lessing leads me naturally to speak of
the German literature of the eighteenth century, in its
relation to religion. This literature, considered as a
whole, if not always decidedly hostile, was at least
perfectly alien from the spirit of Christianity. As the
Protestant theology of the day was fast reviving the
doctrines and morality of paganism : so this literature,
consciously or unconsciously, strove to awaken an ex-
clusive enthusiasm in behalf of the moral and social
institutions, the manners, the customs, the feelings, and
modes of thinking of the heathen world. We all know
what injurious effects the sudden revival and too par-
tial cultivation of the old classical literature produced
in the fifteenth century! Yet if in an age, when,
in despite of the growing laxity and corruption of man-
ners, the tone of society was still eminently Catholic,
and the Church yet held such an immense sway over
the minds and conduct of men, an ill-directed classical
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enthusiasm was attended with such mischief and dan-
ger ; what must be the result, at a time when Chris-
tianity was almost entirely obliterated from the minds
of many; when the Protestant Church of the day, in-
stead of checking, encouraged the advances of heathen-
ism ; and when the new Hellenic enthusiasts called up
the genius of paganism, not timidly, but openly and
boldly,—not in mere translations and commentaries as
heretofore, but in the popular poetry, in the drama,
the romance, the critical essay, and the philosophic
dialogue ? And when the evocators were endued with
that power of seduction, those irresistible magical spells,
that belonged to the genius of a Lessing, a Herder, a
Schiller, a Schelling, and a Gothe ?

Thus the new literature, which was a child of the
new Protestant theology, tended much to confirm its
authority, and extend its influence.

Of Herder, Frederic Schlegel, in his history of lite-
rature, says, ““ in his earlier life he had pursued a better
path, and sought to find in the primitive revelation the
clue to all traditions, to all sagas, to all philosophy and
mythology ; and so we must the more regret, that in
his later years he should have abandoned that light,
and at last have totally sunk down into the fashionable
ways of a mere shallow and insipid illuminism.”*

Schiller was one possessed of high intellectul en-
dowments, and noble qualities of heart, which, in a
more genial clime, and under kindlier influences, would
have, doubtless, produced far different fruits: but, as
it is, we see a generous plant, whose foliage was too
often nipped and blighted by the icy breath of a ration-
alist theology. The most pernicious influence, how-

* History of Literature (in German), vol. ii. p. 284. Vienna, 1822.
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ever, over the public mind was exerted by the mighty
genius of Gothe. His cold, worldly-minded egotism—
his epicurean aversion to all energetic patriotism and
self-devoted heroism—his subtle, disguised sensuality
—his utter indifference for all religious belief—and, on
the other hand, his false idolatry for art, and his hea-
thenish enthusiasm, arrayed in all the charms of the
most seductive poetry, were most fatal to the cause of
Christianity, and of all public and private virtue. Yet
Gothe, too, had occasional glimpses of the truth. In
his autobiography we find an interesting description of
the extraordinary love for the Catholic liturgy and
ceremonial, that had captivated his heart in boyhood.
And even in later years this feeling had not entirely
died away ; for the same work contains some splendid
pages on the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church,
where their mutual connexion, and their exquisite adap-
tation to the wants of the human heart, and the neces-
sities of human life, are set forth with a depth of thought
and a beauty of diction, not surpassed by any Catholic
divine.*

* There is just above Bingen, on the Rhine, a beautiful little Ca-
tholic church, dedicated to St. Roch, commanding a superb view of
the river, and where the scene abounds with the most glorious recol-
lections in the ecclesiastical and civil history of Germany. To this
church, which Gothe several times visited, he presented an altar-piece ;
and on one occasion he said, “ Whenever I enter this church, I always
wish I were a Catholic priest.” This great poet was also a fervent
admirer of the old German Catholic schools of painting, of the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries. That eminent convert, Dr. William
von Schiitz, relates the following remarkable observation which Géthe
once made to him on this subject. On contemplating a painting of the
old German school, Gothe observed, ¢ Down to the period of the
Reformation, a spirit of indescribable sweetness, solace, and hope,
seems to live and breathe in all these paintings—everything in them
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‘But if the polite literature of this period was so pro-
pitious to the growth and spread of Rationalism, the
remark applies with far greater force to the systems of
philosophy, that exerted so great an influence in the latter
half of the eighteenth centary, and the early part of
the present. “ The new philosophic systems,” says Dr.
Déllinger, ¢ conceived, born, and bred in Protestantism,
aided and promoted the progress of Rationalism. The
Kantian philosophy declares the religion of reason to
be the only true one. The ecclesiastical faith, that
is to say, faith in the truths of a positive revelation,

"is there opposed to the religious faith, whose purport
may be derived from every man’s own reason. Re-
vealed religion, according to this system, can and ought
to be nought else, but a mere vehicle for the easier
introduction of rational religion : the ecclesiastical faith
will by degrees become extinct, and give place to a pure
religion of reason, alike evident to all the world. In
conformity with these principles, a new rule was set up
for the interpretation of Scripture ; to wit, that nothing
was to be looked for in the Bible, save the mere reli-
gion of reason, and that everything else was to be
regarded as a mere veil, or as an accommodation to the
popular notion of the time, or as the private opinion of
the sacred writer. All these theories perfectly har-
monized with the favourite opinions of the day; and
hence we may account for the extraordinary approba-
tion which this philosophic system received on the part
of so many Protestant theologians. By the side of the
Kantian philosophy, the rival system of Jacobi found

seems to announce the kingdom of heaven. But,” he added, * since
the Reformation, something painful, desolate, almost evil, characterizes
works of art; and, instead of faith, scepticism is often transparent.”—
Katholische Stimmen, p. 82.
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its partisans among the Protestant divines; and this
philosophy was no less incompatible with the Christian
religion, than that of Kant. According to Jacobi,
religion, like all philosophic science, depends on a
natural, immediate faith—an indemonstrable perception
of the true and the spiritual ; and any other revelation
besides this inward one, doth not exist. * To the true
religion,” says he, in his work on Divine things, “no
outward form can be ascribed, as the sole and necessary
shape of its substance; on the contrary, the utter ab-
sence of all forms is characteristic of its very essence.
As the glory of God lay hidden in Christ, so it lies
hidden in every man.” Lastly, as regards the philoso-
phy of identity,* “ Some of its disciples, especially the
theologian Daub, have, doubtless, more justly appre-
ciated the speculative value of some Christian dogmas.
But none have succeeded in demonstrating the com-
patibility of the general principles of this philosophic
system with the fundamental doctrines of Christianity ;
on the contrary, the followers of this philosophy put
forth assertions, which are at open variance with the
primary dogmas of that religion. Among these we
may include the doctrine, that it is only in bistory the
absolute first becomes personally conscious of himself,
and that all things divided will finally return to iden-
tity : a doctrine which annihilates all personality.”¢
Emboldened and confirmed by these philosophical
speculations, the theological Rationalism assumed a
more decided tone and pursued a more daring course.
Wegscheider, De Wette, Schott, Paulus, Bretschneider,
Rohr, and others, successively arose, who denied the

* This is the name given to the pantheistic philosophy of Schelling.
t See Dollinger, Kirchengeschichte, pp. 393-4.
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inspiration of the Bible, disputed the authenticity of
many books of the Old and New Testament, explained
away the Prophecies, rejected and ridiculed the mira-
cles recorded in the Scriptures, threw out imputations
on the intentions of the apostles, arraigned the wisdom
of the Divine Saviour himself, and, lastly, contested the
necessity, and even possibility, of a supernatural reve-
lation. The game of the old Gnostic sects was revived.
On the most arbitrary assumptions and frivolous hy-
potheses, entire books of Scripture were rejected ; the
genuineness of the most important passages of the
Bible was disputed; even the authenticity of one or
other of the Gospels was assailed ; till at last, as Rein-
hard once observed, * whoever wished to obtain the
applause of the critical journals, was obliged to declare
some Scripture spurious, or attack some established
doctrine.” But between these Rationalists and the
early heretics, with whom I have compared them, there
is an important difference to be observed. The latter
called in question the genuineness and authenticity of
various portions of Holy Writ, not on critical grounds,
but from polemical motives ; they were led on to these
assaults on the Scripture by an impassioned fancy,
heated with strange, extravagant, and perverse, though
often ingenious systems of philosophy. Among their
modern imitators, on the other hand, it was the cold,
critical understanding, directed by a mere negative
hostility to the Christian religion, which engaged in
these attacks on the Bible.

The men who treated the Scriptures, that they still
affected to consider as the sole source and standard of
faith, with such audacious irreverence—such atrocious
profanity—could not be expected to pay much regard
to the doctrines they taught, not even to those for
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which the elder Protestants, while they tore them from
all living connexion with other Christian dogmas, had
professed such exclusive attachment. Accordingly, we
find the great doctrines of the Trinity, the Divinity of
our Saviour, original sin, Christ’s atonement and satis-
faction, justification, grace, and the efficacy of the
sacraments, even of the two retained by the old Lu-
theran Church—baptism and the Lord’s Supper—posi-
tively rejected, or explained away, or debased to the
lowest point of insignificance, by these Rationalist
divines. Even the dogma of the resurrection of the
flesh passed for a mere figurative representation of the
idea of immortality ; and the eternity of future tor-
ments was pronounced to be a mere chimera.

There is always the closest connexion between the
doctrinal and the ethical system of any sect. In con-
formity with their frightful dualism, we see the ancient
Gnostics alternate between the most extravagant asce-
ticism and the wildest lust. The Arians, by denying
the divinity of the Redeemer, had narrowed and choked
up all the channels of grace, and were accordingly ever
remarkable for a low tone of morality. The Reformers
of the sixteenth century, with their doctrine of justifi-
cation, swore eternal enmity to all the heroic virtues of
Christianity, and effectually dried up that mighty stream
of charity, which had fertilized and embellished our
European soil, and covered it with countless institu-
tions, formed to glorify God, and solace, sustain, and
exalt humanity. The Rationalists, who so far outran
the early Reformers in extravagance and blasphemy of
teaching, outstripped them, too, in the licentiousness of
their moral code; for what was more natural than that
they, who had revived the principles of Paganism,
should revive her morals also? Accordingly, the theo-
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logians, Diderlein and Caunabich, among other things,
roundly assert, that fornication is blameless, and is not
interdicted by the precepts of the Gospel.* Every
branch of theological learning was subjected by de-
grees to the potent dissolvents of these subtle chemists ;
till at last, after the process of evaporation, a substance
less Christian than Mohammedanism was found as the
residuum.

These doctrines of unbelief, taught by the immense
majority of the Protestant clergy, penetrated by de-
grees among all classes of the laity, and led to the
general neglect of Divine service, to the perversion of
youth in the establishments of education, to the dese-
cration of the Sabbath, the fearful multiplication of
divorce, and to general demoralization.

Yet a system so void, so absurd, so repugnant to
Christian sentiment, could not long subsist without
provoking a powerful reaction, especially among a
people, like the Germans, so remarkable for deep feel-
ing and inquisitive intellect. This coarse and vulgar
Rationalism, whose flourishing era was from the year
1790 to 1810, now met with vigorous opponents in the
theologians Reinhard, Storr, Flatt, Kleuker, Tittman,
and, more recently, Neander, Tholuck, Hengstenberg,
and several others ; who, in the various departments of
dogmatic theology, exegesis, and Church history, have,
with considerable learning and ability, striven to infuse
more Christian principles into the minds of their fellow-
religionists. In the ranks of these more orthodox
divines, however, it is vain to look for uniformity of
doctrine among themselves, or concurrence with the

* See this fact stated in Déllinger’s Continuation of Hortig's Church
History (in German), p. 935. Landshut, 1828.
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formularies of the old Lutheran Church. The articles
of that Church on original sin, on the atonement, on
the imputation of Christ’s righteousness, on the real
presence in the Lord’s Supper, and on the eternity of
future torments, are in part rejected by some of their
number. Schleiermacher, and after him Neander, have
revived the heresy of Sabellius; and Tholuck has de-
clared the Trinity to be no fundamental article of the
Christian religion, but a later invention of the school-
men.* So we see those, who at Berlin pass for High
Church divines, would at Oxford, and even at Cam-
bridge, be looked upon as low, very low, Churchmen.
A small party, called “ Old Lutherans,” and headed
by a fiery preacher named Claudius Harms, is the only
one now existing which upholds in all its vigour the
Lutheran orthodoxy. Itis inthe province of Silesia, only,
that these religionists appear to have taken deep root.
They are strenuous opponents of the union between
the Lutheran and Calvinistic Churches, brought about,
in 1817, by the late King of Prussia, as well as to the
new liturgy, which, in consequence of that union, the
same monarch enforced on all the Protestant Churches
in his dominions. Refusing to hold communion with
the new mongrel Church, on which his Prussian majesty
had bestowed the pompous epithet of ‘ Evangelical,”
these old Lutherans resorted for worship to secret con-
venticles, which were often broken up by the military
and police. Their ministers were sometimes thrown into
prison, sometimes compelled to emigrate to America,
and, on the whole, a very resolute contest was carried
on by them with the Prussian-government, until, on the
accession to the throne of the present enlightened sove-

* See Dollinger, ibid. p. 942.
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reign of that country, the men whom Lauther, could
he return to Germany, would alone recognize as his
true spiritual sons, were admitted to the blessings of
full religious toleration.

The late King of Prussia had long cherished the
darling project of uniting the Lutheran and Calvinistic
Churches. Looking at the matter with the eye of a
soldier, he thought the junction of two such powerful
bodies would present a bolder front to the Roman ad-
versary; and he therefore seized the opportunity
offered by the celebration of the tricentenary festival
of the Reformation, to carry his scheme into execution.
His majesty had also, during his stay at Vienna in
1814, been much impressed with the beauty, the
majesty, and the touching holiness of the Catholic
litargy. He therefore conceived, that by the intro-
daction of some of its forms and ceremonies into the
Protestant service, that service would then possess
greater attractions for its followers; the churches, in
consequence, would be better attended; and a new
barrier thus raised up against the progress of irreligion.
This was the origin of the new liturgy he devised for
what has since been called ¢ the Evangelical Church.”

The union between the Lutheran and Calvinistic
Churches, begun in Prussia in the year 1817, was
adopted in Rhenish Bavaria in 1819, in the kingdom
of Wiirtemberg in 1820, and in the Grand Duchy of
Baden in 1821.

Yet the success of this royal work was more than
problematical. The more violent Lutherans, as we
have seen, refusing assent to the new ecclesiastical
arrangements, seceded from the Established Church of
Prussia, and held separate conventicles. Even some of
those, however, who adhered to the Evangelical Church,
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took exceptions to several forms and ceremonies intro-
duced into the new liturgy, as being of *a too Popish
character ;” and thus, as regards public worship, the
desired uniformity was but imperfectly attained. The
wish, so creditable to the honest, but sadly misguided,
sovereign, who lately swayed the Prussian sceptre, to
infuse, by an imitation of parts of the Catholic cere-
monial, more dignity and unction into the public
service of his own religious community, was still more
fallacious. The Catholic understands the secret spring
whence flows that unction—that sacred charm—that
awe and majesty in his worship, which rivet the senses
and win the hearts of all beholders. He knows that it
is the great dogma of the Eucharistic sacrifice that
gives life, and significancy, and importance, to all, even
the minutest forms of his public liturgy.

But such an appreciation of things is impervious to
the Protestant, and most of all to the Calvinist (for the
late King of Prussia was by birth and education a Cal-
vinist) ; and, therefore, that a certain set of forms and
ceremonies, when detached from their natural con-
nexion, and separated from the doctrine that alone
imparted to them meaning and efficacy, should not
produce the same fruits in the Protestant as in the
Catholic worship, was to him an incomprehensible
mystery.

If from the consideration of worship we proceed to
that of doctrine, we shall find that the ‘union” was
attended with even far less happy results,. *The Cal-
vinists, in Germany at least,” says Dr. Déllinger, “no
longer attached importance to their founder’s doctrine
of absolute predestination ; and the Lutherans had for
the most part given up the old Lutheran doctrine of the
real presence in the Eucharist, and had adopted the
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Zuinglian theory. The authority of the symbolical
books was at an end; and therefore, as regarded
dogmas, no important obstacle appeared in the way of
the desired union. Hence, under the influence of the
King of Prussia, the conjunction of the two com-
munions, the Lutheran and the Calvinistic, was, in the
year 1817, brought about without any difficulty. The
differences of belief in regard to the Lord’s Supper,
that still prevailed among the people, might in the
opinion of the theologians be still allowed to continue
under the union. In the reception of the outward
Eucharistic signs, every individual was allowed to think
what he pleased. Thus, according to this new theory,
signs are the thing essential, but what should be under-
stood by those signs is a matter of no importance. The
union was made to consist in the mere declaration,
that the members were united; and the new com-
munity was decorated with the title of the Evangelical
Church.”* Thus in our times was brought about the
union of two communities, differing on the most im-
portant and fundamental doctrines of Christianity—an
union which, whenever proposed in the age of the
Reformation, was stigmatized as an abomination by
Luther and his early followers. As the very principle
and constitution of such an alliance presupposes re-
ligious indifference, so it is eminently calculated to
confirm and diffuse it; and what the late King of
Prussia and his counsellors devised as an instrument
for checking the progress of irreligion, has conduced to
its further spread among all classes of the people.

But the principal element of hope in Protestant Ger-

* Hanbuch der Kirchengeschichte, fortgesetzt von Déllinger,
p. 906-7.
VOL. I. e
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many is, undoubtedly, Pietism. The great reform,
which, towards the close of the seventeenth century,
Spener attempted, and to a certain extent brought
about, in the Lutheran Church, has been ably described
in the second volume of the work now translated. It
was the aim of Spener to infuse into that Church more
of the ethical element, in opposition to the dry and
sterile dogmatism of its symbolical books ; to insist on
the inward, moral, and spiritual regeneration of man;
and to reform discipline and morals in his own religious
community. He was the first to undermine the au-
thority of the Lutheran formularies; and thereby he
unconsciously prepared the way for that great revolu-
tion of Rationalism, which, as we have seen, has shat-
tered to pieces the fabric of Lutheran orthodoxy. In
the eighteenth century, Spener’s disciples united with
those of Zinzendorf, and assumed ever more and more
a sectarian character; but though discountenanced and
reprobated by the orthodox Lutherans, they form, in
the words of Moehler, * the true salt of their Church.”

In the general shipwreck of Protestantism, visible in
our time, this party appeared to many to offer the only
plank of safety. And hence their numbers have been
swelled, and their influence and importance vastly aug-
mented hy the accession of the most able and learned
Protestant theologians, who, in their war against Ra-
tionalism, have put forward the Pietists as the van-
guard. This party, as now constitated, is united rather
by a general conviction of the truth of Christianity and
a sense of piety, than by any defined set of doctrines.
The belief in a supernatural revelation, in the authen-
ticity and inspiration of Holy Writ, and in the prophe-
cies and miracles it relates, seems to be the only bond
of union ; for as to special dogmas there is much divi-
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sion of opinion ;* and there are even some Pietists who
call in question our Lord’s divinity.

Like some of our own Methodists, they are distin-
guished for a more careful culture of the religious
feelings, than the bulk of Protestants ; they are assidu-
ous in prayer and in Bible-reading, active in the dis-
semination of religious tracts, and liberal in pecuniary
contributions towards missionary objects ; and though
much less numerous than the Rationalists, they make
up for that deficiency, by superiority of learning and
talents, greater energy of zeal, and higher moral worth.
Though, like the English sectaries with whom I have
compared them, they often evince a bitter sectarian
bostility to the Church; yet, like them, whenever they
wish to excite a devotional feeling among their fol-
lowers, they are obliged to have recourse to the works
of our great divines and ascetical writers. The writings
of Taulerus, the great mystic of the fifteenth century,
the treatises of Thomas & Kempis, the Pensées of Pas-
cal, and the sermons of Massillon, are held by them in

* In the interesting German work I have already quoted, entitled
¢ Protestantism in its Self-Dissolution,” the divisions among the Pietist
theologians are thus pointed out. “ The union between the Protes-
tant theology, and the belief of congregations, is purely illusive, and
the clergy have for the most part become utterly unfit for their calling.
How can they preach up to their parishioners a faith, which they do
not themselves possess? And when even they have one, where is
the bond of unity to keep them together? Does not Neander teach
very differently from Tholuck ? And Tholuck differently from Hengs-
tenberg? And Hengstenberg differently from Krummacher? And
Krummacher differently from Driseke ? And Driseke differently
from Harms? And Harms differently from Ullmann? And Ullmann
differently from Liicke? And Liicke differently from Olshausen?
And so forth. We are wont to speak of a Protestant Church; but
where is it ?”

es
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great estimation. On the whole, in the desolate waste
of German Protestantism, this religious party is like a
rivalet, which, harsh, bitter, and brackish, though its
waters often be, yet is cheering and refreshing to the
eye of the Christian observer.

Yet among these new religionists the same pheno-
menon has occurred, which the history of heretical
sects has so often exhibited, where religious enthusiasm
degenerates after a time into the darkest, most fearful
fanaticism, and an ill-directed asceticism sinks into the
most undisguised sensuality.

In Konigsberg a fanatical sect sprang out of this
pietistic movement, and which under the name of
Muckers, held errors not unlike those of some ancient
Gnostics, and perpetrated the most shameless mysteries.
These scandalous scenes, in which together with others,
two Lutheran pastors and several persons of rank were
engaged, drew down a long judicial investigation. In
Saxony a fanatical pietistic party, headed by the pastor
Stephan, was forced to emigrate to America, where
after he had exercised over his followers the most un-
bounded despotism in spiritual and temporal matters,
and abused his ecclesiastical authority to the gratifica-
tion of his personal lusts, the religious community was
broken up.

Swabia during the present century has brought forth
several singular sects,* many members whereof, on emi-
grating to North America—that El Dorado of all false
religious enthusiasts—have boldly proclaimed and car-
ried out their monstrous opinions, preaching up, among
other things, the community of goods and community
of wives.} '

* See Hase Kirchen Geschichte, p. 520.
t In the year 1823, and in a part of German and Protestant Swit-
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Yet while the pseudo-mysticism of Protestantism had
run into such fearful aberrations, Rationalism still pur-
sued her destructive career. In the year 1834, a
teacher of theology at Tiibingen, Dr. Strauss, published
a book entitled * Life of Jesus,” which, written with
considerable learning and ingenuity, and composed in a
tone of dogmatic assurance and imperturbable phlegm,
concentrated in one focus, and raised to the most in-
tense degree of extravagance, all the monstrous hypo-
theses and blasphemous sophisms put forth by pre-
ceding Rationalists. Deeply sunk as religious feeling
and principle are in Protestant Germany, yet it is gra-
tifying to observe, that as the celebrated Catholic bibli-
cal scholar, Flug, observes, this work has encountered
the most formidable opposition among Protestant theo-
logians, and that not a single eminent individual of
their number has entirely subscribed to its doctrines.
Yet this infamous book, for which Rationalists of a less

zerland under the influence of the Swabian pietists, a scene of dreadful
religious fanaticism occurred, which since the seventeenth century is
perfectly unparallelled. The following account of it is taken from the
Church History of a Protestant divine, Dr. Hase of Leipzick.
« Margaret Peter,” says he, ¢ the daughter of a peasant at Wil-
denspuch, in the canton of Zurich, had by intercourse with the Herrn- -
hutters and with Madame de Kriidener, been prepossessed with the
idea, that she was exclusively charged with the spiritual salvation of
the world. Her tone of spiritual authority and decisiveness caused
the pious folks of the neighbourhood to revere her as a saint; and
though she even fell into the crime of adultery, her faith in her
own mission remained unshaken. In this feeling of her importance,
she together with her disciples combated against Satan with carnal
weapons ; she caused her spiritual sisters to be slain ; and pretending
to have received a divine command to sacrifice Christ anew in her
own person, she let herself with wonderful endurance be crucified, in
order to redeem many thousand souls.”—Hase, Kirchengeschichte,
page 530.
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decided stamp had prepared the way, has wrought
immense mischief, and precipitated many, especially
among the Protestant laity, into the depths of total
unbelief.*

* The theory of Strauss is as follows : without absolutely calling in
question the existence of our Saviour, he asserts that the Gospels we
now possess, were not composed before the close of the second cen-
tury; and that the life, ministry, and miracles of Jesus Christ, as
there recorded, were purely fictitious representations, traced according
to that ideal of the Messiah prevalent among the Jews.

In reply to this monstrous theory, let a few observations suffice.
In the first place, it supposes that the writings of all the Apostolic
Fathers, contemporaries or immediate successors of the Apostles, and
which contain such clear and numerous quotations from the Gospels,
and other scriptures of the New Testament, were forgeries of the third
century. Secondly, it supposes, that the writings of St. Justin Martyr,
Irenzus, and others still more abounding in such quotations, were also
forgeries of a like, or even later date. Thirdly, that the heretical
literature of the former half of the second century, numerous frag-
ments whereof survive in the pages of the early Fathers, and which
furnishes such cogent, irrefragable, testimony in favour of the authen-
ticity, the genuineness, and sometimes the Divine authority of the
Four Gospels and other New Testament scriptures ;—that this he-
retical literature, I say, was also an orthodox fabrication of the same
period. Fourthly, that the work written against the Christian religion
by the Pagan philosopher Celsus about the year 176 of our era, which
admits the miracles of our Divine Lord as matters of incontestible
notoriety, and refers to the narratives of supernatural events, con-
tained in the historical books of Christians, with such distinctness and
socuracy, as to establish their identity with the Gospels we now pos-
sess ;—that this work, I say, composed by an acute, but malignant
enemy of our faith, was a Christian production of a subsequent age.
Fifthly, that the Jewish Mishna, compiled in‘the second century of
the Christian era, and which, while it seeks to ascribe to fantastic
causes the miracles of Christ, unequivocally admits their reality ;
(miracles, be it observed, the knowledge whereof came down to the
Jews of that age by a channel of tradition totally independent of °
Christians) that the Jewish Mishna was likewise a Christian fabrica-
tion. Sixthly, that not only did the whole Christian world at the
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Strauss, deprived of his place of private teacher of
Protestant divinity in the University of Tilbingen, was
offered a few years ago, by the revolutionary government
of Zurich in Switzerland, a theological chair; but an
armed insurrection of the sounder portion of the Pro-
testant population prevented this outrage on Christi-
anity. In Halle, two years ago, a hundred and fifty
students presented a petition to the government, that
a professorship should be bestowed on this infidel. In
Holstein, a party called ¢ Philalethes,” and in Berlin,
another denominated “ Freemen,” have severally formed
leagues to renounce all show of outward communion
with any Christian Church whatsoever.

In the year 1841, a licentiate of Protestant theology
at the university of Bonn, Bruno Bauer, published a
work entitled  Criticism on the Evangelical History
of the Synoptics;” a work which in licentious impiety
surpassed even that of Strauss. The pantheistic views
of Hegel, insinuated in Strauss’s book, are distinctly
avowed by Bauer; the identity of the Divine and the
human consciousness openly proclaimed—and the per-
sonal existence of God and the immortality of the
human soul denied. The author then, absolutely and

close of the second age receive as authentic and divine, Scriptures
which were spurious, duf also belicve them to have been in universal
circulution for one hundred and fifty years before. Lastly, that the
Christian Church antedated her own existence by a century and a
half, and succeeded in enlisting in behalf of this imposture the unani-
mous assent not only of her own members, but of the heterodox, the
Jews, and the Gentiles.

Such are the preliminary difficulties that encounter Mr. Strauss ;
and when he has been clever enough to overcome these, his most
arduous task remains; for. the main evidences of Christianity would
still remain unshaken.
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without restriction, rejects the authenticity and the
credibility of the whole Gospel History.

The Prussian government, naturally conceiving it
most absurd and dangerous that a man holding such
principles should be allowed to remain a teacher of
divinity, proposed to the several Protestant theological
faculties within its dominions the two following ques-
tions : “ What point of view does the author of the
above-mentioned work hold in regard to Christianity,”
and whether the licentiu docendsi should be granted to
him?” In reply to the two questions proposed, the
several faculties of Berlin, Bonn, Halle, Breslau, Griefs-
walde, and Kcenigsberg, have published their opinions;
and no documents that have ever appeared throw so
clear and withal so fearful a light on the present state
of German Protestantism. That Bauer’s book is in
opposition to Christianity is the opinion of the Faculty
of Berlin with one exception, of the entire Faculty of
Bonn, of that of Breslau with one exception, and of one
half the members in the Faculties of Griefswalde and
Kcenigsberg. That the work is compatible with the
essence of Christianity, though opposed only to its
ecclesiastical development, is the opinion of Professor
Marheincke of Berlin, Professor Middledorpf of Breslau,
and one half the members in the Faculties of Griefs-
walde and Kcenigsberg. As to the second question,
whether the licentia docendi should be granted to the
author, the opposition to Bauer was not quite so strong
as on the first question. The Faculty of Bonn, which
passes for the most orthodox in Protestant Germany,
made the disgraceful remark, that if Bauer were per-
mitted to teach theology, there would be no hindrance
to any member of the Evangelical Church inculcating
the doctrines of invocation of saints and the papal
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supremacy ! This, doubtless, would be a great misfor-
tune! But a greater misfortune it is, the candid Pro-
testant Christian will confess, to see a theological
faculty, calling itself Christian, and Evangelical to boot,
place doctrines held by the immense majority of Chris-
tians on the same level with the grossest Pantheism ! *

Had the Prussian government proposed the aforesaid
questions to some other Protestant faculty, like that of
Tiibingen for example, it would have found the majority
of members probably pronounce a declaration in favour
of Bauer’s infamous book; for the majority are there
pantheistic. These dreadful doctrines have obtained
alarming currency among the junior members of the
theological, as well as philosophical faculties at several
Protestant universities.

Thus have I tracked the restless spirit of negation
through all its labyrinths for the last hundred years,
We have seen it first question the genuineness of
certain passages and books of Scripture; next reject
the theory of Divine inspiration; then deny the authen-
ticity of several of the Apostolic Epistles, and even
Gospels ; and afterwards subvert, one after another, all
the Christian dogmas that the elder Protestantism had
retained ; till at last it has reached the ultimate term
of folly and wickedness, and proclaimed the essential
identity of the Divine and the human consciousness.

As the old orthodox Lutherans gave way to the
Rationalists of the school of Semler, and these again to
the Rationalists represented by Wegscheider and Paulus,
so the latter are now, by many of the rising generation,
forsaken for the Mythic divines, as.Strauss and his
followers are denominated.

* See “ Gutachten der Evangelisch theologischen Facultiten der
Preussichen Universititen iiber Bruno Bauer.” Berlin, 1842.
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Melancholy as is the picture which has here been
drawn of the state of religion in Protestant Germany,
let not the reader suppose, that all hopes of a religious
regeneration there are utterly extinct. The remarkable
reaction, headed by her most distinguished spirits, in
favour of more Christian views, he has already had
occasion to observe. A far more favourable sign, is
that never intermitting stream of conversions, that for
the last forty years has set in towards the Catholic
Church, and which every year sees flow on with a more
rapid tide, and in a more expansive course.

If among the middle and the lower ranks of society,
conversions be not near so numerous, relatively to the
population, as in Holland and in our own country, yet in
the upper and more cultivated classes, they were, until
very lately, of much more frequent occurrence. Ger-
many is peculiarly circumstanced. There are vast dis-
tricts in the north, where a Catholic priest and Catholic
chapel are objects as rare as in North Wales; and un-
fortunately, in several of those provinces, like Wurtem-
berg and Baden, where the two Churches come in
contact, the loose opinions and disedifying conduct,
which until very lately were very generally prevalent
among the Catholic clergy, were not of course calcu-
lated to raise their Church in the estimation of Pro-
testants. In other parts, like the Rhenish Province,
Westphalia, Bavaria, Silesia, and parts of Austria—
districts where new elements of religious life are fer-
menting through the whole Catholic population, con-
versions are exceedingly numerous, and are annually
on the increase.*

* For instance, in the hereditary states of Austria, exclusive of
Hungary, though the Protestant population lies thinly scattered, five
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But the solution of the great problem that perplexes
Protestant Germany—the return to a higher religious
life, whereof she seems to have a dim anticipation—and
whereof so many noble individual examples seem to be
the necessary forerunners—the solution of this great
. problem, I say, mainly depends on the moral regenera-
tion of Catholic Germany herself;; and this leads me to
the second part of this historical sketch, wherein I
propose briefly to describe the destinies of the German
Catholic Church for the last hundred years.

Catholic Germany, that, in the latter part of the six-
teenth century, had opposed with so much energy the
progress of the Reformation, sank after the great con-
vulsions of the Thirty Years’ War into a state of moral
and intellectual languor, that lasted for the period of a
hundred years. Under the auspices of Catholic pre-
lates, however, many laudable attempts were made in
that interval to bring about a reunion of Protestants
with the Catholic Church; and Protestant princes,
such as the Landgrave Ernest of Hesse, Frederick of
Brunswick, Duke of Hanover, Frederick Augustus,
Elector of Saxony, and Alexander, Duke of Wiirtem-
berg, were successively admitted into her communion.

The number of ecclesiastical principalities in Ger-
many, though on the whole conducive to the temporal
welfare of the people, were in a spiritual point of view
attended with great disadvantages. The prelates, too
exclusively engaged with cares of state, often entirely
abandoned to their coadjutors the spiritual administra-
tion of their dioceses ; and there were instances in the

hundred and forty-eight persons of various ranks were in the year
1840 converted to the Catholic Church.
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last century, where the character of the bishop seemed
entirely merged in that of the prince.*

That a certain share of political power and inflnence
is necessary to the episcopacy, for the better protec-
tion of the interests of religion and morality, as well as
of the Church’s proprietary rights—for the conserva-
tion of order, and the promotion of popular freedom,
cannot for a moment be doubted. That, moreover, the
temporal sovereignty enjoyed by the Holy See was a
means devised by Divine Providence for preserving
intact its spiritual independence, the most superficial
glance over the page of history may suffice to convince
us. But whether in bishoprics, where independence
is not of the same vital importance; which possess not
the same promise of indefectibility and Divine assist-
ance, and consequently are devoid of the same gua-
rantees against the abuses and dangers attendant on
the possession of secular power, such extensive political
jurisdiction be conducive to the interests of religion, is
a matter exceedingly questionable.

It was not so much, however, the temporal sove-
reignty of the prelates, as the too exclusively aris-

* An anecdote, illustrative of the observation in the text, is related
of one of the electors of Mayence in the last century. Passing in his
carriage one day through the streets of his capital, he saw a man taken
suddenly very ill. He stopped his carriage, and bade his footman
fetch a clergyman from a neighbouring church ; and seemed totally to
forget that he himself was invested with powers to render the poor
man spiritual aid.

Yet there were other ecclesiastical potentates (and among these the
Prince-bishops of Wilrzburg), who to the last remained true to the
spirit of their sacred profession, and spent their ample revenues in
promoting the interests of religion, and the moral and temporal well-
being of their subjects.
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tocratic composition of the capitular bodies, that ope-
rated so prejudicially to the well-being of the Church.
The priesthood, as it holds the office of mediator be-
tween all ranks of society, should itself represent the
blending of all classes; and as nobility is calculated to
infuse into it moderation of temper and dignity of
habits, so the commeonalty pours into it a perpetual
stream of energy, talent, and popular sympathy. In
this, as in so many other instances, the noblest ex-
ample has ever been set by Rome, whose Sacred Col-
lege has in every age been open to virtue and merit, in
the humblest, as well as in the highest ranks of life ;
and where it has so often happened, as even at this
moment is the case, that the son of a peasant sits clad
in the Roman purple by the side of a brother of the
first Christian emperor.

The members of the German Chapters, thus exclu-
sively composed, were too often listless and given up to
ease, indifferent to literature, little concerned about the
great objects and interests of the Church, and evincing
activity only in the obscure intrigues that preceded and
accompanied the election of a bishep.

If we except the laudable labours of the Benedic-
tines, and the excellent writings of the Brothers Wa-
lenburg, the theological literature of that period was
mostly confined to petty polemical skirmishes; while
in the schools, divinity, finding few able expositors,
‘was taught in the most dry, tasteless, and mechanical
manner.

But in the reign of the excellent Empress Maria
Theresa, a better spirit arose. Popular education was
considerably extended, the theological schools under-
went great improvements ; and the method of instruc-
tion then adopted has been found so excellent, as to be



Ixii MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER.

ever since retained. Towards the close of this reign,
however, the Jansenists became active and influential ;
a spirit of unworthy distrust towards the Holy See
began to display itself; the odious placet on all papal
bulls was, in imitation of France, established ; and the
evil genius, that so often blighted all salutary reforms
in the eighteenth century, here again exerted its bane-
ful influence.

Those principles of hostility to papal and episcopal
power, which characterized the French Jansenists of
the eighteenth century, and distracted and convulsed
the Gallican Church, at the moment when she needed
all her combined energies and resources in order to
resist unbelief, found their way into Catholic Germany ;
where the relaxation of discipline, and the growing
lukewarmness among a large portion of the clergy and
laity, presented a too favourable soil to the growth of
such principles. They found an organ and defender
in John Nicholas von Hontheim, suffragan bishop to
the Elector of Treves, who under the name of Febro-
nius, published, in the year 1763, a work against the
authority of the Holy See, under the pretence that by
the depression of prerogatives peculiarly odious to
Protestants, the return of the latter to the Catholic
Church might be more easily brought about. * Hence
he asserted,” says Dr. Déllinger, “ that the constitution
of the Church is not monarchical, that it was not
Christ, but the Church, that had conferred on the
Roman pontiffs the supremacy; that the pope has, in-
deed, an authority over all Churches, but no proper
jurisdiction ; that his superiority among bishops is no
more than the precedency allotted to the president or
speaker of a parliament ; and that he can indeed make
laws, but that they receive a binding force only throngh
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the unanimons adhesion of all bishops.”* The author,
moreover, counselled princes to hold back the papal
bulls, in order to impede the intercourse of their
Churches with Rome, and thereby to force the latter
into concessions ; and also, with the advice of their pre-
lates, to take in hand the reform of those national
Churches. This work, condemned by the Holy See,
and proscribed by several German bishops, called forth
able replies from several distinguished divines of Ger-
many and Italy. Yet the principles it inculcated, ex-
ercised for a long time a most fatal influence over
public opinion, passed into the teaching of the theo-
logical schools, furnished the secular power with most
formidable weapons against the liberties of the Church,
and led to the degradation and oppression of the
German clergy.

While such principles were leading minds astray, a
prince arose, who was destined to enforce them in
public life, and, by his great power, give to them the
most fatal extension and diffusion. Imbued with the
maxims of this insidious Jansenism, as well as with
many of the false principles of Illuminism ; vain, frivo-
lous, and egotistical, yet not devoid of benevolent feel-
ings, the perverted philanthropy of the emperor Joseph
was the curse of his subjects. While with the view of
improving the happiness of his people, he ventured on
crude, precipitate, violent political reforms, that often
infringed on their liberties, violated their ancient cus-
toms, and were repugnant to their feelings: his eccle-
siastical reforms, that originated likewise in a true or
affected zeal for the advancement of piety, were still

* Dollinger’s Continuation of Hortig’s Church History (in German),
p. 871.
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more unsuccessful. True to the counsels of Febronius,
he prescribed by ordinance the royal placet as a neces-
sary condition to the reception of all papal bulls,
whether of a doctrinal or a disciplinary kind, forbade
recurrence to Rome in all matters, and took upon him-
self to transfer the right of giving dispensations, in
matrimonial cases, from the Holy See to the bishops of
his own dominions. He next cut off all communication
between the heads of religious houses within his states
and their superiors at Rome ; proscribed all the con-
templative orders, and tolerated none bat those dedi-
cated to the care of souls, attendance on the sick, and
the instruction of youth ; and at last, with few excep-
tions, dissolved all the monasteries, confiscated their
property, and applied it to the endowment of parishes,
the foundation of schools, and the building of barracks.
His reforming zeal was then exerted on the public
liturgy and worship, where the innovations he intro-
‘duced attested at once the littleness of his mind and
his reckless arrogance. The numerous confraternities
devoted to exercises of piety, and the spiritual and cor-
poral works of mercy, this ruthless enemy of the Church
abolished also. The education of clerical students was
withdrawn from the eye of the bishops; episcopal
authority was everywhere invaded; those prelates who
resisted the impious innovations of the emperor, were,
by his agents, held up to odium and contempt; and
writings more or less openly directed against the discip-
line, the constitution, and the dogmas of the Catholic
Church, were encouraged and circulated by the govern-
ment. He proclaimed the dissolubility of the nuptial
tie, before the civil tribunals; and while he thus under-
mined the constitution of the family, as established by
Christianity, he thereby, to a certain extent, severed
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the connexion between Church and State. The celi-
~ bacy of the clergy he would fain have abolished, but
was compelled to yield to the remonstrances of the
Austrian prelates.

The venerable pontiff Pius VI crosses the Alps to
check the giddy, infatuated emperor in his headlong
course. His remonstrances, exhortations, and prayers
are unavailing ; till the loud murmurs of Austria, the
menacing attitude of Hungary, and the open revolt of
Flanders, rouse the monarch from his illusion. He
lived to see, in part, the futility of his efforts; but his
career was terminated before he could consummate the
schism in Austria.

The ecclesiastical policy of this imperial revolutionist
well deserves our consideration, because it has been the
main source of all the evils that for the last fifty years
have afflicted the German Church. Those prelates who
had encouraged this monarch in his encroachments on
the papal power, lived to become the victims of that
policy ;—the blow levelled at a higher authority recoiled
on themselves; their jurisdiction was soon infringed,
trampled on, and despised ; and experience proved, on
this, as on so many former occasions, that the safest
bulwark of national Churches, against the assaults of the
secular power, is in their firm adherence to the Aposto-
lic See. In the suppression of monasteries, Joseph II
was doubtless an unconscious istrament in the hands
of a high retributive Justice, for the chastisement of
declining piety and relaxing zeal. Yet here, as else-
where, the abolition of those institutes left an irrepara-
ble void in society. In directing their first attacks
against the contemplative orders, the revolutionists of
the last, as of the present century, struck at the very
root of the monastic life. For all outward energy,—

VOL. 1. S
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all zealous manifestations of love for God and our neigh-
bour,—all heroic exercises of works of mercy, spiritual
and corporal,—have their foundation in prayer and
heavenly contemplation, which form the basis of all
religious communities, though in some the exercise be
more rigidly prescribed, and more prominently prac-
tised, than in others. ,

The fountains of education were now often poisoned:.
the instruction of youth, wrested from the hands of the
vigilant guardians of virtue, was entrusted to men de-
void of the same guarantees, or even the avowed parti-
zans of schismatical and irreligious principles; while in
the duties of the sacred ministry, in the care of the in-
firm, and in the relief and education of the poor, the
secular clergy lost often zealous cooperators, and admi-
rable models in the path of virtue.

The suppression of the religious confraternities was
also a most fatal blow to the cause of public virtue.
These admirable sodalities foster faith and piety among
their members, inspire deeds of benevolence, keep up a
holy concord among citizens of all classes, and are to
laymen (even such as are not therein enrolled) what
religious orders are to the secular clergy,— perpetual
incentives to the practice of the higher virtues. The
destruction of these pious brotherhoods was followed,
in Vienna, by the establishment of various societies for
the promotion of worldly gaities and profane amuse-
ments. So indestructible is the spirit of association in
the mind of man !

The elaborate despotism which Joseph had contrived
for the oppression of the Church, though modified by
his successors, has long continued to enervate episcopal
authority, to check the zeal of the inferior clergy, to
thwart the efforts and weaken the influence of those
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religious orders that were originally retained, or have
since been restored, and to dry up, among the people,
many springs of spiritual life.

The spirit of distrust and alienation towards the Holy
See, inspired by the writings of Febronius, and encou-
raged by the legislation of Joseph II, finds still, un-
happily, its adherents among a portion of the Austrian
priesthood, and a large body of the civil functionaries ;
while in some other parts of Germany, that spirit ter-
minated in the open profession of schismatical princi-
ples.

Lastly, the sacrilegious spoliation of monastic pro-
perty on the part of this emperor, as well as the encou-
ragement he gave to a licentious, irreligious press,
coupled with his avowed contempt for all ancient
customs, popular franchises and liberties, and the pre-
scriptive rights of civil corporations, led to the loss of
his Belgian provinces, facilitated the triumph of the
arms and the principles of French Jacobinism, and the
consequent dismemberment of the Germanic empire,
and brought about that long train of calamities, dis-
graces, and humiliations, that Austria was destined to
endure.

While the head of the empire was thus waging war
against the Church, she received severe blows from
those who were her natural protectors and defenders.
The extensive jurisdiction, which for two centuries the
papal nuncios had exercised in Germany, and which had
been conferred on them in order to check the progress
of the Reformation, now irritated the jealousy of some
German prelates, and rendered them, in the general
religious laxity of the age, but too well disposed to lend
a willing ear to the doctrines of Febronius. Imbued to
a certain extent with those opinions, and spurred on by

f!
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the counsels and example of Joseph, the three ecclesi-
astical electors of Mayence, Treves, and Cologne,
accompanied by the archbishop of Salzburg, met in the
year 1786, at the baths of Ems, and there framed a
series of articles, called the twenty-six points, insulting
to the dignity, and derogatory to the rights, of the Holy
See. They were to the effect, that episcopal jurisdic-
tion should be freed from those restraints, whereby re-
currence to Rome is rendered necessary ; that the right
of dispensation in matrimonial cases, down to the second
degree, belonged of right to bishops; that all papal
bulls and breves must first be sanctioned by the accep-
tance of the bishops; that annats and dues for the re-
ception of palliums be abolished, and an equitable tax
substituted ; that in cases of appeal the pope must
select judices in partibus, or leave them to the deter-
mination of a provincial council ; and that the prelates,
when restored to the possessian of their original rights,
would undertake a reform of ecclesiastical discipline.
These articles, some whereof struck at the essential
rights of the papal power, others at long-established
usages, sanctioned by the authority or practice of the
Church, were strenuously resisted by several German
prelates, as well as the Pope’s nuncio at Cologne. The
next year, the parties themselves, who had been impli-
cated in these proceedings, revoked, in a formal address
to the pope, the obnoxious articles; but it would be an
error to suppose that the scandal and mischief of such
declarations are immediately removed by a retractation.
At the moment when these attempts were made to
introduce disorganizing principles into the German
Charch, infidelity was not behind in the concoction of
her own schemes. Weishaupt, a professor at the Bava-
rian university of Ingolstadt, entered, as I before
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observed, into close communication and confederacy
with Nicolai, who, in the north of Germany, was actively
diffasing the principles of irreligion. The former
founded, in the year 1776, the order of the Illuminati,
which was destined to propagate the atheistic and anti-
social principles of the French Encyclopedists, through
the mysterious forms and agency of masonic lodges.
The founder and first members of this destructive order
were even more systematic in their schemes, and more
crafty in the execution of them, than the infidels of
France. A well-informed eye-witness of the time says:
“ The illuminati undertake to give ecclesiastics to the
Church, councillors to sovereigns, tutors to princes,
teachers to universities, nay, even commanders to the
imperial fortresses.” This formidable association was,
indeed, broken up by the energy of the elector, Carl
Theodore; but its principles to a certain extent sarvived,
and wrought great mischief in Bavaria and other parts
of Catholic Germany.

In this state of things did the French revolution sur-
prise the inhabitants of Catholic Germany. A clergy
partly relaxed in discipline, and tainted with Febronian
doctrines,—its better members often thwarted by the
despotic comntrol of the state, in their zealous efforts
for the maimtenance of faith and piety; a nobility in
part corrupted by the irreligious literature of France
and the rationalist philosophy of Northern Germany ;
a third estate in many instances perverted by doctrines
openly proclaimed from many university-chairs, or se-
cretly inculecated in the lodges of the illuminati;—all
these were social elements ill calculated to encounter
the shock of the moral and physical energies of revo-
lutionary France.
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To these causes of moral debility, others of a political
nature must be added.

The political absolutism, which from the reign of
Lewis XIV had become so predominant in France, in
Spain, and Portugal, and, to a less extent, in Germany
(for here many remnants of ancient freedom survived),
powerfully contributed to bring about the great popular
commotion which now shook Europe to its centre. In
the first place, by detaching the nobles from the sphere
of their local power and influence, this political system
drew them into the vortex of dissipation, so often inci-
dent to a court life, and thereby rendered them more -
obnoxious to the irreligious philosophy of the day, that
ministered to sensuality. Secondly, by excluding them
as a body from a participation in the conduct of public
affairs, it rendered them frivolous, inexperienced, ready
to concur in any hollow sophism, or adopt any rash,
crude expedient, suggested or put forth by political
innovators. Thirdly, it exposed the aristocracy to the
jealousy and envy of the middle classes, who were at a
loss to understand the meaning of surviving distinctions
and privileges, when they no longer beheld the corres-
ponding exercise of power.

Lastly, the middle classes themselves, deprived of
their old, sound, historical, legitimate liberties, were the
more prone to run after the illusive meteor of a false,
pernicious, abstract freedom. In a word, the solitary
column of royalty, unaided by the pilasters of nobility,
and the strong buttresses of democracy, was found in-
capable of sustaining the whole weight of the social
edifice. Such were some of the evils that the modern
system of political absolutism brought on Church and
State ; and though by no means the chief, it was cer-
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tainly one of the great concurrent causes of that mighty
revolution, which darkened and convulsed the close of
the eighteenth century, and the last shocks whereof we
are ever and anon doomed to feel.

The divine Nemesis now stretched forth His hand
against devoted Germany, and chastised her rulers and
her people for the sins and transgressions of many suc-
cessive generations. Like those wild sons of the desert,
whom, in the seventh century, heaven let loose to punish
the degenerate Christians of the east, the new Islamite
hordes of revolutionary France were permitted by Divine
Providence to spread through Germany, as through
almost every country in Europe, terror and desolation.
What shall I say of the endless evils that accompanied
and followed the march of her armies? The desolation
of provinces,—the plunder of cities,—the spoliation of
Church property,—the desecration of altars,—-the pro-
scription of the virtuous,—the exaltation of the un-
worthy members of society,—the horrid mummeries of
irreligion practised in many of the conquered cities, —
the degradation of life,—and the profanation of death ;
—such were the calamities that marked the course of
these devastating hosts. And yet the evils inflicted by
Jacobin France were less intense and less permanent,
than those exercised by her legislation. In politics, the
expulsion of the old ecclesiastical electors, who, if they
had sometimes given in to the false spirit of the age,
had ever been the mildest and most benevolent of
rulers,—the proscription of a nobility, that had ever
lived in the kindliest relations with its tenantry, — and
on the ruins of old aristocratic and municipal institu-
tions, that had long guarded and sustained popular
freedom, a coarse, levelling tyranny, sometimes demo-
cratic, sometimes imperial, established ;—in the Church,
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the oppression of the priesthood,— a heartless religious
indifferentism, undignified even by attempts at philoso-
phic speculation, propagated and encouraged ;—and
through the poisoned channels of education, the taint of
infidelity transmitted to generations yet unborn :—such
were the evils that followed the establishment of the
French domination in the conquered provinces of Ger-
many. Doubtless, through the all-wise dispensations of
that Providence, who bringeth good out of evil, this fearful
revolution has partly become, and will yet further be-
come, the occasion of the moral and social regeneration
of Europe. It was thus Protestantism gave occasion to
the reform -of manners instituted by the Council of
Trent. In both instances, the regeneration was brought
about in utter opposition to the principles of the revo-
lution that furnished occasion for reform.

By the treaty of Luneville, in 1801, and a corres-
ponding decree of the imperial diet, in 1803, the left
bank of the Rhine was ceded to France, and in order
to indemnify the secular princes, who thereby lost their
territorial possessions, all the ecclesiastical electorates,
principalities, and landed property of bishoprics, abbies,
convents, chapters, and other ecclesiastical corporations
throughout the greater part of Germany, were given up
to them. Thus did all the secular pomp and temporal
grandeur of the German Church perish with that holy
Roman empire, which had risen, and for so many ages
grown up, under her auspices, and which had imparted
to her, in turn, so much power and dignity. The
monasteries and convents were almost everywhere sup-
pressed, their estates confiscated, and their inmates
reduced to a paltry pittance, which was often but irre-
gularly paid. The chapters also were despoiled, their
promised endowments withheld; and while their mem-



MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER. Ixxiii

bers died one after the other, the bishops were left
without advisers and cooperators. The episcopal sees
themselves were arbitrarily broken up, contracted, or
extended in their dimensions; and as their occupants
died off, or resigned, from age or other circumstances,
they were replaced by vicars apostolic, who, without
the same influence or authority, were incapable of re-
pressing the abuses, or coping with the evils of the time.
Every impediment was opposed to a free intercourse
between the episcopacy and the Holy See; and the
jurisdiction of the former was subjected to the odious
shackles of a jealous legislation. Ecclesiastical semi-
naries were, with few exceptions, not restored; and
thus one of the most efficient means for training up a
pious priesthood was neglected. Altars and churches
were despoiled, and pious and charitable foundations
misapplied or squandered away.* Principles of irre-
ligion, propagated by the press, or from the university-
chair, met with secret encouragement or passive con-
nivance from several governments; the popular and
grammar schools were often entrusted to teachers
totally devoid of religion; and in Bavaria especially,
the profligate ministry of Count von Mongelas left no
measure untried, in order to obliterate religion from
the hearts of a most Catholic people.

To these calamities, under which the Church of Ger-.
many groaned, we must add the many and various evils
attendant on the campaigns of Napoleon, — that often
partook of the sacrilegious and atrocious character of
the first revolutionary wars; the general prostration of
moral and intellectual energy, that foreign dominion

* See Alzog’s Church History (in German), p. 659; see also the
Protestant Hase’s Church History, p. 500.



Ixxiv MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER.

engenders; and the demoralizing effects that follow
the arbitrary transfer of countries or provinces from
one ruler to another ; the dissolution of the sacred ties
of nationality, and the breaking up of old hereditary
attachments.

Yet the hour of liberation for Germany and Europe
at last sounded. “ That mighty hunter before the
Lord,” as Gorres once called Napoleon, who had been
raised up by Divine Providence to chastise (in the
words of Dryden) “ a lubrique and adulterate genera-
tion,” had now accomplished his mission of terror, and,
amid the exultations of the civilized world, was himself
caught in the toils which his ambition had laid for others.

On the restoration of general peace, in 1814, the
several German governments saw the necessity of co-
operating with the Holy See, for the establishment of a
new ecclesiastical organization. In the year 1817,
Bavaria entered into a concordat with the Pope; and,
after long negotiations, Prussia, Hanover, Wiirtemberg,
Baden, and the other minor states, followed her exam-
ple. The stipulations in these several concordats were
tolerably favourable to the Church; but in a very few
instances only were they honestly carried out. The
virtuous Emperor of Austria, Francis, strove to nego-
tiate with the Papal See a concordat, whereby the
many evils engendered by Joseph’s policy might be re-
moved : but owing to the fatal influence of a dignitary of
the Church, this godly work was not accomplished.

It was the great merit of the Emperor Francis, that
he relaxed the severity of his predecessor’s legislation in
regard to the Church; discountenanced impiety; re-
stored several religious orders, and mitigated the harsh, -
despotic laws respecting the spiritual government and
temporal administration of others, that had been re-
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tained ; placed every department of education in closer
connexion with the Church; and generally nominated
to the episcopal dignity, and other ecclesiastical func-
tions, men of orthodoxy, zeal, and learning. In Bavaria,
the Church languished in a miserable condition, until
the year 1825, when the present enlightened sovereign
ascended the throne. He has made it his duty to heal
his country’s wounds, by restoring to religion her
salutary inflaence. He has appointed men of eminent
learning and piety to the episcopal sees; reformed the
establishments of public education; revived several
religious orders of either sex; encouraged all institu.
tions of piety and charity ; and laboured to bring about
a holy union between the Church and art and science.
Under his auspices, Catholic science has reached a mag-
nificent pitch of development ; and religious art —and
especially painting—has achieved wonders unexampled
since the days of Perugino, Leonardo da Vinci, and
Raphael.

In Prussia, and the other German states ruling over
a Catholic population, the Church, after the so-called
restoration of 1814, had to encounter a long succession
of secret intrigues, odious machinations, and vexatious
oppressions. At times, the independence of canonical
election was violated ; at others, bishoprics were kept
vacant; and almost always, by the influence of the
state, men noted for subserviency of character, or
labouring under the infirmities of age, were promoted
to the episcopal office. Papal bulls, even on doctrinal
matters, were for years held back by many of these
governments : episcopal authority, in Wiirtemberg
more especially, was, and is still, shackled by the
most humiliating fetters; and in general every favour
was evinced towards those churchmen who were most
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unmindful of their duties. Every attempt was made to
Protestantize, or rather to uncatholicize the Catholic
population, partly by the Protestant or irreligious teach-
ers appointed to the schools, as well as by the professors
nominated to the university chairs, and partly by the
instrumentality of the press, under government influ-
ence. Every disfavour was manifested towards zealous
Catholics, lay as well as clerical ; and every encourage-
ment given to mixed marriages, contracted under such
circumstances, and with such conditions, as were cal-
tulated to promote a considerable increase in the Pro-
testant population.

But the web, which a cunning tyranny had spun for
years, the memorable night of the 20th of November
1837, saw the courageous wisdom of one man suddenly
unravel. The venerable Archbishop of Cologne, Count
von Droste-Vischering, forced the Prussian government
out of its labyrinth of seeret machinations into the path
of open violence. Hereby its hypocrisy was exposed,
its flatterers were put to shame, and the vigilance,
energy, and religious zeal of Catholic Germany were
aroused. It is here ununecessary to do more, than
briefly advert to recent transactions, that must be still
fresh in the reader’s mind, and which I have not space
to recount. The example of the illustrious Archbishop
of Cologne was followed by that of the distinguished
prelate who occupied the archiepiscopal see of Posen.
The sovereign pontiff denounced the gross injustice of
the Prussian government, in its imprisonment of the
two archbishops, and applauded the firmness, prudence,
and self-devotedness of the latter; while backed by
that high authority, the other prelates within the
Prussian dominions united in strenuous resistance
against the encroachments of the secular power. This
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was the dawn of a new epoch on Catholic Germany.
From the banks of the Rhine down to the frontiers of
Hungary, a new spirit hath breathed over the German
Church. A warmer, more filial attachment—the result
at once of gratitude and conviction—hath sprung up
towards the Holy See; the inferior clergy have rallied
round their bishops, and churchmen, formerly timid
and lukewarm, are now become fervent and courageous.
Among the laity many have been reclaimed from
tepidity, and even unbelief; the duties of religion are
prosecuted with greater fervour ; pious and charitable
confraternities have multiplied ; and a zeal to diffuse
the blessed truths of religion, to defend the doctrines
of the Church against the calumnies of the press, and
her liberties against the oppressions of the state, has
become more and more manifest.

But before 1 close this account of the German Ca-
tholic Church, it is my duty to notice two parties, that
disturbed her peace, and were even severally converted
by Protestant governments into instruments for her
annoyance and oppression. The first is the party of the
so-called Liberals, or anti-Celibates; a fraction that
carries to the most violent excess the principles of the
old Febronians. Headed by Wessenberg, Alexander
Miiller, Carové, and others, it prevails chiefly in Baden,
Wiirtemberg, and Silesia. Distingunished for a strong
semi-rationalistic. tone in their general doctrines, its
members clamour for a German National Church, with
a mere nominal dependence on the Pope ; they demand
(doubtless with the view of better diffusing their pecu-
liar opinions) the celebration of the liturgy, and the
administration of the sacraments in the vernacular
tongue ; and insist with peculiar force on the abolition
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of the irksome law of celibacy. While in politics they
profess an ardent liberalism, they are noted in ecclesi-
astical matters for their mean subserviency to the state,
which finds in them ready tools for the accomplishment
of any clandestine or open act of tyranny against that
Church, whereof they profess themselves members. In
the earlier part of the present century, when so many
episcopal sees were vacant, when the secular power
ventured on so many encroachments upon ecclesiastical
jurisdiction, this party wrought much mischief, spread
pernicious doctrines among the people, suppressed
many practices of devotion, and not unfrequently set
the example of a scandalous violation of their sacred
vows. Several of its members have gone over to Pro-
testantism ; others have been suspended for immoral
conduct, or the profession of false doctrines. It is
remarkable that, as in former times, schismatics gene-
rally ended by falling into heresy; so in the present
age, when, on the Continent especially, heresy has little
or no vitality, schism generally terminates in the pro-
fession of total unbelief. Such was the case with the
old constitutional ecclesiastics of France; such is the
case with their successors, the Abbé Chatel and his
followers ; such, too, is the case with the German cle-
rical faction I am now describing ; and examples still
more melancholy might be adduced. Stigmatized by
episcopal authority, reprobated by the sounder portion
of laics, unsupported by a single writer of eminence,
and combated, moreover, by distinguished theologians,
and, among others, by the subject of this memoir, this
schismatical faction, though still powerful in the Grand
Duchy of Baden, is, in Wiirtemberg and elsewhere,
rapidly sinking into insignificance ; and before the day-
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star, which hath arisen above the German horizon,
these impure and turbulent innovators, like birds of
night, will, doubtless, soon disappear.

But while this party was truckling to the state, in its
iniquitous invasion of ecclesiastical rights, and disturb-
ing the Church by its endeavours to subvert an apos-
tolic, and most salutary, and necessary ordinance of
discipline, another party arose, which attempted to
form a degrading alliance with Rationalism. By adopt-
ing Luther’s fandamental principle of private judgment,
the late Dr. Hermes, a professor of Catholic theology at
the University of Bonn, deemed he could better succeed
in undermining Luther’s theological doctrines. Like
Descartes, he proclaimed that methodical doubt was
the only path to wisdom ; but whereas the French phi-
losopher had expressly limited this method of doubt to
scientific objects only, Hermes extended it to all the
truths of revelation, even the existence of God, the im-
mortality of the soul, and the distinction between right
and wrong.

“ This method of doubt,” says the celebrated Klee,

“is the worst system that can be devised. It is a sin
against the object, which suspended in its rights on our
belief, is declared to have no existence for us; it is a
sin against the authority of Christ, of the apostles, and
the Church, whose existence and character are hereby
called in question—with whom we place our own
private reason on a level, and whom we summon to
the bar of our own judgment; it is a sin against God,
as we hereby destroy faith, which is God's work in man,
and then presume by our own energies to reconstruct
it. It is a sin against the subject, who is dragged from
his state of faith, which is for him a want and a duty
per eminentiam, and transported into a state of scepti-
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cism, from which the escape is to many a matter ex-
tigmely arduous and problematical. To conjure up the
demon of scepticism is no difficult task ; but to exorcise
him again into his gloomy regions, is a matter that
may baffle the art of the conjuror.”*

This radically false and vicious method naturally led
the author into many doctrinal errors more or less
grievous, and which, as enumerated by the sovereign
pontiff in his bull of condemnation, regard the nature
of faith ; the essence, the holiness, the justice, and the
liberty of God; the ends, which the Most High pro-
posed to Himself in the creation; the proofs whereby
the existence of God should be established ; revelation ;
the motives for belief; the Scriptures; the tradition
and ministry of the Church, as the depository and judge
of faith; the state of our first parents; original sin;
the faculties of fallen man ; the necessity and the dis-
tribution of Divine grace ; and the rewards of merit
and the infliction of punishments.

These errors, and the method which led to them,
were, after a long and careful investigation, condemned
by the Holy See. This system, though it numbered
among its partisans no inconsiderable portion of the
Rhenish and Westphalian elergy, and was countenanced
by Count von Spiegel, the former archbishop of Co-
logne, found not many saupporters among the laity, and
was not upheld by any theologian of eminent talent.
Had this sytem, however, been broached forty years
ago, when the ecclesiastical disorganization was so
great, when the Kantian philosophy exerted such sway
over the public mind, and before the great regenera-
tion of religious life and of theological science had

* See Klee's Dogmatik, vol. i. p. 344. Mainz, 1839.
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taken place in Catholic Germany, the results would
have been far more fatal. Thanks to the decision of
the Holy See, and the firmness of Count von Droste,
archbishop of Cologne, as well as his present able
coadjutor, these pernicious doctrines, which caused
some young men to make a shipwreck of the faith, have .
sunk into utter discredit. Many, on the other hand,
who had innocently imbibed these opinions, have bowed
to the sentence of the sovereign pontiff, and recanted ;
others (and they constitute the smaller number) have
been abashed into silence ; not a single work, or even
pamphlet, has for the last two years been put forth in
behalf of the system ; the stronghold of the party—the
University of Bonn—has lately been cleared of those
professors who were its most obstinate defenders, and
the error may be considered as all but defunct. In
conclusion, it is necessary to say a few words on the
relation which the literature of the present age has
borne to the Catholic Church ; and here the task is far
more pleasing than when I had to trace the destructive
consequences of the alliance between Rationalism and
the literature of the eighteenth century.

The illustrious Count Stolberg, at the commence-
ment of the present age, gave the first impulse to
Catholic literature, and commenced that series of emi-
nent writers, who have since adorned Catholic Germany.
Deeply imbued with the spirit of Hellenic antiquity,
. Stolberg had in his youth published spirited translations
from some of the old Greek dramatists,—while his own
lyrical poems breathed a noble, chivalric spirit. After
his conversion to the Catholic Church, he consecrated
his genius to her exclusive service; and certainly no
man ever rendered his classical acquirements more ser-
viceable to the cause of Christianity. His great work,

VOL. 1. g
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the History of the Christian Religion, from the origin
of the world down to the fifth century, is written with
considerable learning, great elegance of diction, bril-
liancy of fancy, and much amenity of feeling. Indeed
the work may be called a noble epos of history, where
the narrative is from time to time intermingled with
lyrical effusions of the author’s own pure and exalted
feelings. At the same time arose the romantic school.
The object of this school, established by the two
Schlegels, Novalis, and Tieck, was, as is well known, to
revive a love for Christian art and literature, and to
explain the principles whereon they are founded. The
founders of this school were at first, indeed, exclusively
Protestant, and their aim, apparently, was purely
aesthetic ; yet were their labours most useful in dispelling
many prejudices of their fellow-religionists, and in
pointing out the ennobling influences of Catholicity on
the human mind. Nor is it true, as has sometimes
been asserted, that a mere literary dilettantism, and no
earnest religious thoughts, were at the bottom of this
remarkable intellectual movement. The great poet,
Tieck, was so earnest in the matter, as to induce his
wife to become Catholic; and she and her daughter are
pious members of our Church. And that the great
writer himself never took the step he had recommended,
is only a proof of that sad discrepancy between the
intelligence and the will, which is one of the melancholy
consequences of the fall. The eminent piety of Novalis, .
and his attachment to the Catholic Church, breathe
through all his writings; and those possessing the best
opportunities of forming an opinion, declare,* that but

* A friend of mine, a distinguished German writer, who saw the
private correspondence that once passed between Novalis and Frederic
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for his untimely death, he would have sought a refuge
in that Church which is the native home of all lofty
intelligences, as well as the asylum of all bruised hearts.
His illustrious friend, Frederic Schlegel, the deepest
thinker of all, embraced at a mature period of life the
Catholic faith ; and the sincerity of that conversion, as
well as the piety which subsequently characterized him,
was proved, in the memoir I published several years
ago, to the satisfaction of my English Protestant critics.
Several of his disciples, like Adam Miiller, Baron
d’Eckstein, and others, were led partly by esthetic
studies, partly by historical researches and philosophic
speculations, to follow the noble example which Schle-
gel had set. As the avenues, that led to the old
Egyptian temples, were bordered on either side by
representations of the mysterious sphinx, so it was
through a mystical art, poetry, and philosophy, many
spirits were then conducted to the sanctuary of the
true Church. I am, however, far from pretending to
assert, that all the followers of the romantic school
were equally earnest, or that the admiration professed
by many among them for the Catholic Church, went
beyond a mere enthusiasin for the music of Pergolesi,
the paintings of Raphael, and the poetry of Dante.
The heathenish fanaticism which Goethe had called
up, and which was exercising. such destructive sway,
Frederic Schlegel opposed by a noble Christian en-
thusiasm. This was the aim of all his labours—this
was the tagk of his life, and which he so gloriously
accomplished. And whether we behold him pouring

Schlegel, has' assured me that in that correspondence, the Catholic
sentiments of the former are still more clearly evinced than in his
published writings.

2
g
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forth the religious effusions of his earnest, reflective
muse; or displaying in comparative philology his ad-
mirable analytic skill; or unfolding with such mar-
vellous depth the peculiar genius of ancient and modern
literatures ; or tracing on the map of the world’s history
the workings of God’s providential dispensations; or
throwing out in metaphysics his rapid, searching, in-
tuitive perceptions ; or, before an audience of celebrated
painters, like Schodow, Veit, Cornelius, and Overbeck,
revealing the fountains of artistic inspiration,—we are
lost in wonder at a mind of such depth and universality.
It is no exaggeration to say, that the whole modern
art, literature, and science of Catholic Germany, sprang,
kindled up by the fire which this Promethean spirit stole
from heaven.

Of the genius of Novalis, who was cut off at the pre-
mature age of twenty-nine, it is impossible to speak
with the same confidence ; but it may be asserted, that
if inferior to his illustrious friend in solidity of judg-
ment, he was endowed with nearly the same depth of
understanding, and with even higher poetical imagina-
tion. His writings in prose and in poetry exhibit a
mind instinctively Catholic, wrestling with the preju-
dices imbibed from a Protestant education. His tender
piety, which among other things frequently exhibited
itself in an extraordinary devotion to the glorious
Mother of God, unique perhaps among Protestant
writers, stamped on all his poetical conceptions a
character of indescribable purity. And had his bril-
liant career not been so speedily terminated, he would,
under the patronage of that powerful advocate, have in
all probability reached the temple, after which he had
so fondly yearned. As in the cloudless atmosphere of
the south, the stars of heaven shine with greater efful-
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gence, so those lights of human existence—love, friend-
ship, patriotism—that beam along the immortal verse
of Novalis, receive, as it were, a more magical glow
from the exquisite purity of his devotional feelings.

The genius of Gorres exhibits the same wondrous
combination of deep, comprehensive understanding
and lofty imagination, though not in the same beautiful
harmony as we find developed in Frederic Schlegel, and
as, in an immature state, was perceptible in Novalis.
This combination is the rare privilege of the most
favoured sons of genius; and when, as in the case of
Gorres, it is consecrated to the service of truth, it
becomes indeed the most potent instrument of good.
Gorres, who devoted his energetic youth and manhood
chiefly to political and historical literature, wherein he
combated at once the absolutists of democracy and the
revolutionists of absolutism, has in the evening of life
gone into the sanctuary of the mystic theology; as,
after the fatigues and agitations of the day, men love
to retire into the secret oratory.

The other great thinkers of Catholic Germany, like
Molitor, Windischmann, Giinther, and others, have in
the several departments of Jewish traditions, Oriental
philosophy, and speculative theology, displayed great
extent of erudition and depth of understanding, and
rendered eminent services to the Church.

In this rapid survey I can notice only the most cele-
brated men in the most important departments ; but it
may be asserted, without fear of contradiction, that in
almost every branch of literature and science, Catholic
Germany has in our times produced most distinguished
men, and has nobly redeemed herself from the reproach
of intellectual sloth, that once deservedly attached to
her.
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The historical school, founded by the eminent Pro-
testant John von Miiller, and continued by the Pro-
testants Voight, Leo, and Hurter, is more or less dis-
tinguished for impartiality, extensive research, and a
noble appreciation of the social influence of the Catholic
Church. This school, when we look to its general tone
and spirit, particularly in its most distinguished orna-
ment, Hurter, belongs certainly more to Catholic than
to Protestant literature. And certainly in no depart-
ment have German learning, genius, and rectitude,
shone to greater advantage, or been attended with
more beneficial results.

If the department of special history has not been
cultivated by the Catholic party with such brilliant
success as by the Protestant, the former, on the other
hand, has produced the most celebrated men in public
and constitutional law; and, among these, Haller,
Adam Miiller, Jarcke, and Phillips, hold the most con-
spicuous place.

Yet theology, the queen of sciences, was still unre-
presented in the high circles of intelligence. In the
last century the Jesuit Stattler,* and the Augustinian
Kliipfel, and in the present age, Zimmer, Dobmayer,
Bishop Sailer, Liebermann, and Breuner, had treated
dogmatic theology with remarkable acuteness and
learning, and some of them with great taste and ele-
gance of diction, and clearness of method. But a high
creative spirit was still wanting. Divine Providence
took compassion on that afflicted German Church, and
at the right moment sent her the aid she most needed.
It was in the beautiful province of Swabia that (through

* In the theology of Stattler, however, there werc a few erroneous
propositions, that were censured by the Iloly See.
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the whole Middle Age, and down to recent times, has
ever furnished Church and State, art and science, with
the most distinguished men) this great luminary arose ;
and this leads me to the subject of my biography.

JoaN ApamM MoEHLER was born the 8th of May 1796,
at Igersheim, near Mergentheim, on the confines of
Franconia and Swabia, about twenty miles from Wiirz-
burg. His father, who was a substantial innkeeper of
the place, resolved to give his son the benefit of a liberal
education.

In his twelfth year, Moehler began to attend the
Gymnasium at Mergentheim, a town two miles distant
from the place of his birth, and every evening he
was obliged to return home. During his four years’
attendance at this school, he was distinguished as well
for a peculiar gentleness of disposition, and blameless
conduct, as for his diligence and love of study. Yet
his mental powers were but of slow development, and
gave no earnest of the intellectual eminence he was
destined one day to reach. In most branches of study
he was surpassed by some of his fellow-students;
although the strong predilection for history, which he
evinced even at this early period, and the keen interest
he took in the events of the day, are well worthy of
attention. Such a love for historic lore was also a
characteristic trait in the boyhood of Gibbon.

It was Moehler’s happiness to receive a religious
education from his virtuous parents; for in Germany,
more than in any other country, the task of education,
in the strict sense of the word, devolves on parents far
more than on the heads and teachers of schools. Under
the modern system of Gymnasial.instruction, which for



Ixxxviii MEMOIR OF DR. MOEHLER.

the last fifty or sixty years has there prevailed, the
students of all the schools, whether elementary, com-
mercial, or Latin, are mere day-scholars, who after the
prescribed hours of study must return to the paternal
roof. With the exception of the catechetical instruc-
tion, which in many parts of Catholic Germany is now
most solid and excellent, and with exception of the
fixed hours for attendence at mass, and the frequenta-
tion of the sacraments, the moral training of the pupil,
the culture of his religious feelings, and the superin-
tendance of his moral conduct, devolve on his parent or
guardian. The defects of this system, in most instances,
are obvious, and are deeply deplored by the most emi-
nent Catholics of Germany. Yet it cannot be denied
that where, as in the case of the subject of this memoir,
the parents are very religious, it may be attended with
advantages.

Moehler had the misfortune to lose his mother very
early, and his father, though a most worthy and excel-
lent man, treated him with a certain degree of harsh-
ness. On his return from school, he would sometimes
compel him to perform the household duties, and,
during the vacations, to labour in the field. On one
occasion a friend of his youthful days came to his house,
and saw him pouring out wine for his father’s customers,
while on the table lay a grammar, which at every spare
interval he would take up and study.

After attending the Gymnasium of Mergentheim for
four years, Moehler repaired, in 1814, to the Lyceum, in
the Swabian city of Ellwangen, in order to prepare for
the study of theology. After remaining there some
time, he began to entertain serious doubts whether he
were equal to the discharge of the arduous and awful
duties of the priesthood, and already revolved in his
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mind the project of embracing another of the learned
professions. For this end the consent of his father was
to be obtained ; and the conduct of that father on this
occasion, harsh and injudicious as it undoubtedly was,
and perilous as it might have been, was, ander the mys-
terious guidance of Providence, the means of giving a
great teacher to the Church, and a most edifying minis-
ter to her altars. On his son’s soliciting his approba-
tion and support in a new professional career, the
father replied, that the most fervent wish of his heart
was to see his son a worthy Catholic priest; but that
if he felt not a call from heaven to that state, he might
give up his studies and return to the parental roof,
where he would meet with kindness, and find occupa-
tion. ¢ But,” said he, ‘as regards any other of the
liberal professions, I can never give my consent to your
embracing one of them.” When subsequently censured
for his conduct, the father replied to a friend, “I could
not possibly see my son take to the study of the law,
for I have seen so many young men at the universities
make a shipwreck of their faith, and lose the heritage
of eternal life.” When we consider the state of the
German universities at that period, the pernicious doc-
trines which were then inculcated from so many pro-
fessional chairs, the unbelief and immorality of so many
of the students, we may well understand the apprehen-
sions of this honest and simple-minded man, however
we may feel disposed to condemn his severity.

But Moehler, whose talents by this time were quickly
and vigorously developing, felt an irresistible attraction
to learned pursuits, and, after some consideration, he
returned to the study of theology. In the following
year he repaired to the University of Tiibingen, where
the theological faculty numbered among its members
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distinguished professors, like Drey, Herbst, and Hir-
scher. Here he entered the ecclesiastical seminary,
and after passing four years in the study of divinity,
under the guidance of these distinguished masters, he
was ordained priest on the 18th of September 1819,
and thus reached the term of all his labours, and ob-
tained the most ardent desire of his heart.

The first fruits of sacerdotal grace he wished to offer
up to God by devoting himself to the pastoral ministry,
and accordingly, in the following year, he officiated as
assistant vicar in the successive parishes of Walderstadt
and Reidlingen, in Wiirtemberg.

I shall here take the liberty of citing the testimony,
so honourable to both parties, which his principal in
the last-named parish, the now canon Striobele, has
given respecting the life and ministry of the subject of
this memoir, during the period in question. * His
pastoral career was characterized by such an amiable,
modest, and, in every respect worthy, deportment,
joined to such holy earnestness in all his functions and
intercourse with men, that he won in an eminent de-
gree the love and veneration of the whole congregation,
and especially of the young scholars, whom he had to
catechize. His style of preaching, simple and feeling,
addressed itself more particularly to the hearts of his
hearers, and thus atoned for defects in delivery. The
inhabitants of Riedlingen boasted of their vicar, whose
name even now is mentioned among them with love
and respect. The half-year which he spent by my side,
was to my friend, the then chaplain Ehinger, and my-
self, a period of cordial mutual cooperation. But even
then his desire, I might almost say his destination, for
learned pursuits, was so decided, that every hour he
could devote to them was precious to him; and there-
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fore the official writing which, as my assistant in the
rural deanery, he was obliged to go through, he felt as
an irksome duty. To lighten this burden as much as
possible, my friend Ehinger and myself undertook a
portion of his task, and said to him in jest, that we
expected he would give us in return some fruits of his
learned labours. I must here make mention of a visit,
which at this time the venerable and celebrated Bishop
Sailer honoured me with. Moehler made on the mind
of this prelate a deep impression ; and the manner in
which he fixed his eyes on him, threw our modest vicar
into great embarrassment. This amiable bishop made
particular inquiries respecting this interesting young
man, as he termed him, and testified the great hopes
he entertained of him, which the latter afterwards so
well justified. That, moreover, Moehler’s way of think-
ing had not then thesame turn, which it afterwards
took. is notorious; and I well remember that on seeing
some essays he had delivered at several ecclesiastical
conferences, the venerable and learned curate Haass
expressed with apprehension a hope, that this young
man, for whom he entertained such sincere affection,
might regain the path of strict orthodoxy ; and the old
curate Bertsch once said on a similar occasion: “Well,
well, it is allowable for such a learned young man to
believe a little differently from us old men ; but he will
later recur to our way of thinking.”— Kukn, Biography
in the Quarterly Theological Review of Tubingen,
p. 578, 580.

The pernicious influence that the Neologists had
exerted over public opinion in Southern Germany, par-
ticularly in Baden and Wiirtemberg, I have already
described. The theological faculty in the university of
Tubingen, at which Moebler had studied, was, to a
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certain extent, and in some of its professors, infected
with those doctrines; and even Hirscher, who has
since become so eminent a divine, then gave in to many
of those false opinions. It was not to be expected that
a young man, like Moehler, should have escaped totally
free from the contagion of doctrines, often put forth
with seductive eloquence and learning, and then held
by so many fellow-students, and the majority of the
Swabian clergy.  The Church,” says his friend Pro-
fessor Ruhn, “ had not yet won all the affections of his
heart, and the objects of his enthusiasm lay, in part,
beyond her circle: his views did not entirely harmonise
with all her doctrines, nor agree with all her discipli-
nary institutions. Yet, from the outset of his career he
was a conscientious priest, and preserved intact the
sanctity of the sacerdotal character, and most assuredly
he was devoid of all perfidy towards the Church, whose
minister he had become.”—Tiibinger Quartal-Schrift,
p. 580, 1838.

His passion for learning was too irresistible to keep
him long aloof from the university life. After passing
a year in the pastoral office, he returned on the 31st
October 1820, to the University of Tiibingen, where
he was soon nominated to the place of tutor in the
Gymnasial Institute, connected with the Convictorium,
or ecclesiastical seminary of that town. During the
two years he filled this place, he devoted himself with
uncommon ardour and astonishing success to the study
of the ancient classics, particularly the Greek philo-
sophers and historians. The study of these ancient
masters of human eloquence and speculation, brought
out and developed all those faculties, wherewith nature
had so richly endowed him. In this school he acquired
that delicacy of taste—that solidity of judgment—that



MEMOIR OF DR, MOEHLER. xciii

vigour and dexterity of ratiocination—that clearness
and precision of language, which afterwards so emi-
nently characterized him. The insight, too, which he
hereby obtained into the nature of Paganism, as well as
the acquaintance he formed with the various systems
of ancient philosophy, was of the greatest service to the
future speculative divine, and learned Church-historian.
And in allusion to the importance of these preparatory
studies for his subsequent career, Moehler used to speak
jestingly ¢ of the times when he lived in heathenism.”

So strong was his love for ancient literature, that in
1822 he drew up a petition to the Wiirtemberg govern-
ment, soliciting the nomination to a place, that had
just become vacant in the philological faculty. And
there is no doubt, that had he pursued this career, he
would have reached the highest eminence. But Pro-
vidence had reserved far higher destinies for him.
While he was on the point of forwarding this petition
to the government, the theological faculty, that had
long observed his great talents, transmitted to him,
with unanimous consent, a written invitation to accept
the place of private teacher in theology—a place which
is always sure in time to conduct to a professorship.
Moehler hesitated not a moment—gave up his cherished
plan—accepted the offer that had been so graciously
made him, and thus became bound by new and more
intimate ties to the interests of the Church.

His appointment to this place was, on the 22nd of
September 1822, confirmed by the government, which
at the same time furnished him with pecuniary means
for undertaking a great literary journey through North-
ern and Southern Germany, in order that by visiting the
most celebrated seats of learning, and conversing with
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distinguished professors, he might the better qualify
himself for the important office he was about to enter on.

He began his journey in the autumn of 1822, and
visited successively the universities of Jena, Leipzig,
Halle, Berlin, Gottingen; and on his return visited
those of Prague, Vienna, and Landshut. The con-
versation and literary advice of so many distinguished
scholars and theologians, whether Catholic or Pro-
testant, whom he met with on his journey, were, doubt-
less, of the greatest service to the future development
of his mind ; and there was one individual, in particular,
from whom Moehler received lasting benefit. The cele-
brated Plank, Protestant professor of theology at Got-
tingen, had been the first to revive—I had better,
perhaps, have said introduce—the study of the fathers
in Protestant Germany. By his profound study of
Christian antiquity, he had been led to approximate
very closely to the doctrines of the Catholic Church ;
and it was said that more than one member of his
family evinced no little inclination to embrace its faith.
With Plank, Moehler held much conversation on the
subject of the fathers, and of Church-history ; and the
result was, that several Neological opinions, which the
latter had imbibed in the school of Tiibingen, were dis-
pelled by this learned and enlightened Protestant. Plank
urged him also to prosecute with diligence the study of
the fathers ;—a study which, in the school of Hermes,
and in that of the Wiirtemberg and Baden Neologists,
had been, from their strong leaning to heretical and
semi-rationalistic opinions, as well as from a conceited
contempt for all former ages, grossly neglected.

The nearer insight into the essence of Rationalism,
which, from his visit to Protestant Germany, Moehler
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had obtained—the perception of the dreadful moral
ravages it had occasioned—its dry and heartless wor-
ship—its churches vacant, even during the sermons of
the most celebrated preachers—the unbelief that had
spread from the upper to the lower classes of society—
the sight of all these evils, I say, tended heartily to
disgust the subject of this memoir with all those sickly
offshoots of Rationalism, that the Swabian innovators
were endeavouring by degrees to engraft on the
Catholic Church.

On his return to Tiibingen, Moehler took Wiirzburg
in his way, and called on his friend Dr. Benkert, then
rector of the seminary, and who has since succeeded
him in the deanery of that city. Dr.Benkert affirms, that
he found Moehler vastly improved by this journey, and
a more decided Catholic tone pervading all his theolo-
gical views.

Having arrived at Tiibingen in the summer of 1823,
Moehler opened his theological course with lectures on
Church-history, and occasionally on canon-law. Here
he devoted himself with his characteristic ardour and
untiring perseverance to the study of the fathers,
and of ecclesiastical history. The first fruit of his
labours was the work entitled “ Unity in the Church,
or the Principle of Catholicism,” 1825. This work is
now out of print, nor have I been able anywhere to
procure a copy of it. “ In this book,” says one of his
biographers, ¢ there was much which in his riper years
he no longer approved of, yet it must ever be regarded
as a noble proof of his originality of mind, as well as of
the depth of his feelings, and gave earnest of his future
eminence in theological literature. The reputation
which it soon acquired for the author, induced the
Baden government to make him the following year the
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offer of a theological chair at the University of Frey-
burg in Breisgau. This honourable offer Moehler de-
clined; but was thereupon immediately raised to the
dignity of professor extraordinary at his own university.

In the year 1827, a more important work, entitled
¢ Athanasius the Great, or the Church of his time in
her struggle with Arianism,” tended vastly to extend
Moehler’s reputation. There were many reasons, which
induced him to make the Arian controversy, and the
illustrious saint who played so salutary and glorious a
part in that religious dispute, the subject of special in-
vestigation and description. Now, as in the age of
Constantius, the cardinal mystery of Christianity, that
the elder Protestantism, in its destructive march, had
yet respected, was assailed with a subtlety and a vio-
lence, that even Arianism itself had never displayed.
Those rationalizing views of the whole system of Chris-
tianity, but timidly put forth by the heretics of the
fourth century, were developed and proclaimed with
an unblushing effrontery and a recklessness of impiety,
that would have startled and shocked the extremest
Arian. Now, as in the former period, lukewarmness
and timidity, not to say cowardice, characterised a
great proportion of Catholics ; while the oppression of
the German Church by the secular power, if less open
and violent than in the age of the son of Constantine,
was far more insidious, refined, and systematic. And
what more glorious model could be presented to many
of the degenerate Churchmen of Germany, than that
illustrious saint, who combines in himself the characters
of the learned and profound theologian, the prudent
and indefatigable prelate, the holy ascetic, and the
intrepid confessor ?

The work is divided into six books. In the first we
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find a very clear, learned, and elaborate dissertation on
the doctrine of the ante-Nicene fathers, respecting the
divinity of our Lord, and the Trinity in general.

The following five books are taken up with the pub-
lic history of St. Athanasius, with a copious analysis of
his various works against the heathens, the Arians, and
the Apollinarists, and with a very full account of the
Arian heresy, from its rise, down to the death of St.
Athanasius, in the year 373.

The author, by giving copious extracts from con-
temporary historians, and also from the letters of St.
Athanasius and the other defenders of the Catholic
cause, as well as from those of their Arian opponents,
completely transports us into the age he describes. It
is, however, to be regretted, that the narrative of
events is too often interrupted by doctrinal disserta-

tions, and analytic expositions of writings; and this

defect renders the perusal of this valuable work some-
times irksome.

All the personages, who took part in this mighty
conflict, are pourtrayed with much truth, life, and in-
terest. In the hostile camp, we find the false-hearted,
double-tongued Arius—the crafty Eusebius of Nico-
media—the hypocritical Valens and Ursacius-—the au-
dacious Aétius—the weak and tyrannical Emperor
Constantius—and, lastly, the pagan enthusiast, Julian,
who hangs over the Church, like a dark, boding, but,
happily, passing, thunder-cloud. On the side of the
combatants for truth, the firmness of Pope Julius—the
noble-minded character of his successor, Liberius—the
intrepid fortitude of the venerable Osius—the burning
zeal of Marcellus of Ancyra—the high courage, but
barsh and intemperate zeal of Lucifer of Cagliari—the
genius, the eloquence, the mild virtues, and unshaken

VOL. 1. k
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constancy, of Hilary of Poictiers—and, lastly, the lofty
genius and majestic character of the great Athanasius,
alternately challenge our admiration, and enlist our °
sympathy.

Much as all Catholics are taught, from childhood, to
revere the character of this great confessor, yet none
can rise from the perusal of Moehler’s work, without
feeling increased admiration for his genius, and in-
creased love and veneration for his virtues. In the
writings of Athanasius, what marvellous acuteness of
dialectic, what prodigious depth of observation, do we
discover !—what intuitive insight into the mind of
Scripture |—what dexterity in the application of its
texts ! —what knowledge in the tradition of the fathers,
and what instinctive adherence to the spirit of the
Church! In his life, what magnanimous intrepidity in
the defence of truth !—what unwearied perseverance
in the path of duty!—what unbroken constancy under
persecution !—what presence of mind in the face of
danger !—what sagacious insight into the wiles and
machinations of heretics |—what generosity towards
his enemies! How temperate, too, is his zeal, and
what a spirit of conciliation, where compromise is pos-
sible, and where concession is safe! What activity
and what wisdom in the government of his vast patri-
archate! Watch him through all the phases of his
various destinies! See him now surrounded by the
love and sympathy of his Alexandrians—now confront-
ing hostile synods—now undertaking long and perilous
journeys, to defend his character from calumny, and to
unmask before the head of the Church the arts of he-
resy—now fearlessly proclaiming the truth at the court
of the tyrannical Constantius—and now banished, time
after time, from his diocese, his country, his- friends ;
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encompassed by perils from false brethren, perils from
the sea, perils from the wilderness; and, while sur-
~ rounded by the lions of the Lybian desert, writing
those immortal letters and treatises, where he consoles
the persecuted sons of the Church, confirms her waver-
ing members, and refutes the elated heretics ;—pro-
ductions that to the end of time will be the solace and
the glory of the Church'!

Behold him now, at the close of his glorious career,
after forty years’ incessant toil, hardship, and suffering ;
with a frame unbent, and a mind unsubdued by age.
still ready to fight new battles for the Lord : spared by
Heaven to see the great adversary he had so long com-
bated—the adversary of Christ—the monster Arianism
—gasping and bleeding from his death-wound. Behold
the veteran warrior now honoured by that degenerate
court, which had so long persecuted him— counsoled by
the respect and sympathy of the Christian world—con-
sulted on all important affairs by the dignitaries of the
Church, near or remote—and nerving the courage, and
directing the counsels, of that young, hopefal band of
Christ’s soldiers—the Basils, the Nazianzens, and the
Nyssas, who were destined to follow up the victory he
had achieved, and annihilate the great antagonist of
the Church.

But Athanasius attained to this great authority in
the Church, only because he had been most obedient
and most faithful to the authority of the Church. It was
not by his personal genius, learning, and sanctity alone,
that he obtained such a prodigious ascendancy over
the minds of his contemporaries, but also by the weight
he derived from the sanction of the Church and its
visible head.

What a glorious part doth not the holy Roman See

h2
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act in this Arian contest! While orthodox prelates
are driven from their sees; while some quail before
triumphant heresy, and others are incautiously en-
trapped into the acceptance of ambiguous formularies ;
while the faithful are distracted by the conflicting de-
cisions of hostile synods, and doctrine is undermined,
and discipline subverted, by intruded heretical bishops,
the Roman pontiffs ever uphold the authority of the
Nicene Council, quash the decrees of heretical provin-
cial synods, restore to their churches the banished pre-
lates, condemn their adversaries, everywhere enforce
canonical discipline, and sometimes overawe the hostile
potentates of the earth.*

* The inerrancy of the Holy See during this dreadful contest, which
witnessed the confusion, or the fall, of so many other Christian Churches,
is an historical fact that has excited the admiration of enlightened Pro-
testants themselves. ¢ The history of the great ecclesiastical disputes
of this period,” says Engelhardt, a German Protestant Church histo-
rian of our day, “ will show how much the authority of the Roman
See increased from the circumstance, that its bishops, almost without
exception, upheld with undeviating perseverance their doctrinal views,
and that these views ever bore off the final victory.”® An elegant
writer in the British Critic, after asserting ¢ that Rome was the only
apostolical see in the west, and thereby had a natural claim to the
homage of those which were less distinguished,” proceeds to say, ¢ that
this preeminence was heightened by her inflexible orthodoxy amid
the doctrinal controversies in whick the eastern sees had successively
erred, and by the office of arbitrator and referee, which she held amid
their rivalries and quarrels.”—British Critic, No. Lvii.. April 1841,
p. 396.

Very many ages before the two Protestant writers made the remarks
cited in the text, the Emperor Justinian said, “ the bishops of ancient
Rome having in all things followed the apostolic tradition, have never
disagreed among themselves, but down to our days have preserved the
sound and true doctrine.” “Oi yap iepeic rijc wpeaPurépas ‘Pdpne rf

* Engelhardt Kirchen-Geschichte, vol. i. p. 312.
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The approbation which this work universally received
—the spirit of zealous orthodoxy that pervaded its
pages—the immense patristic and historical learning it
displayed—and the original and profound views with
which it abounded, drew more and more the attention
of Protestant as well as Catholic Germany towards its
illustrious author.

He now began to deliver lectures on the doctrinal
differences between Catholics and Protestants. The
errors of his time, as I before observed—the struggles
the Catholic Church had to encounter, and the oppres-
sion she had to endure, by rendering her position very
analogous to her state in the age of the great Athanasius,
had first indaced Moehler to compose the work that has
just been described. But now he resolved to grapple
more closely and directly with the errors of his age.

amooroh«ij Sta warrwy axohovdnoavres wapadioer obdéwore wpog &\AHhove
diepovnoav, &N Ty Sphy kai dAnSnviy pexpl ofipepoy Sepvhatay déEny.”
—Adv. Monophys. in Mai. tom. vii. par. 1. p. 304.

Before Justinian, the great St. Leo had spoken of those privileged
bishops, his predecessors, ¢ who for so many ages, under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, had been preserved from the defilements of heresy.”
¢ Quos per tot sacula docente Spiritd Sancto nulla hseresis violavit.,”—
Serm. x¢. viii. ¢. iii.

And long before St. Leo, the great teacher and martyr of the third
century, St. Cyprian, had extolled that Roman Church, “ which was
inaccessible to false faith.,” ¢ Adquos (Romanos) perfidia habere non
potest accessum.”—Ep. lv. .

The fall, real or pretended, of Pope Liberius, forms no exception
from the truth of these remarks. In the first place, from the silence
of many contemporary historians, the lapse of this pontiff is doubtful.
Secondly, it is very generally agreed, that the formulary he is said to
have subscribed, was susceptible of a Catholic interpretation. Thirdly,
he was under personal restraint; and consequently, as Cardinal Orsi
observes, he could not in that state be considered the organ and repre-
sentative of his See.
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Judging that the most effectual method to bring about
the return of our erring brethren to the Catholic Church,
as well as to awaken many Catholics themselves from
their state of torpor, was to set forth with accuracy
the points of doctrine which divide the Churches, he
commenced a thorough investigation into the public
formularies of the various. Protestant communities, as
well as the private writings of the Reformers, and
their most eminent disciples. This was a field which had
been but partially tilled by preceding labourers, and
which offered much to reward the industry of a new
cultivator. The course of lectures which, in the year
1828, Moehler opened on this important subject, soon
attracted a crowded auditory; and every year they
were received by the students with increasing interest
and attention. The fame of these lectures getting
abroad, the Prussian government made to Moehler the
offer of a theological professorship at the University of
Breslau in Silesia—an offer which he immediately de-
clined. The Wiirtemberg government now nominated
him professor ordinary of theology at the University of
Tiibingen—a nomination that was confirmed by the
theological faculty, which, at the same time, conferred
on him the honour of doctor of divinity.

At length, in the year 1832, the great work, whose
fame the public had long anticipated, issued from the
press, under the title, *“Symbolism, or Exposition of
the Doctrinal Differences between Catholics and Pro-
testants, as evidenced by their Symbolical Writings.”
The sensation it produced throughout all Germany,
Protestant as well as Catholic, was prodigious ; perhaps
unparallelled in the history of modern theological lite-
rature. Hailed by Catholics with joy and exultation,
its transcendant merits were openly acknowledged by
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the most eminent and estimable Protestants. The cele-
brated Protestant theologian and philosopher, Schlei-
eruracher, declared it to be the severest blow ever given
to Protestantism. Another very distinguished Pro-
testant professor of philosophy at Bonn, candidly con-
fessed, that none of the Protestant replies at all came
up to it in force of reasoning.

“Germany,” says a French journal of high merit,
“so parcelled out into different states, so divided in
religious belief—Germany, where opinion is not cen-
tralized in a single city, but where the taste of Vienna
is checked by the critics of Gottingen, Munich, or
Berlin,—Germany with one voice extols the merits of
Moehler’s ¢ Symbolism.’”—L’ Université Catholique,p.75,
vol. xi.

That this testimony is not exaggerated, the rapid
sale of the work will show; for in the course of six
years it passed through five editions, each consisting of
from three to four thousand copies, which were nearly
as much sought for in Protestant as in Catholic Ger-
many, It was adopted by several universities as a text-
book, was translated into Latin and Italian by the papal
nuncio of Switzerland, and into French by M. Lachat.

The same French critic, as was before observed,
termed the Symbolism “an indispensable complement
to Bossuet’s immortal History of the Variations.”* This
has suggested to me a parallel between the two works.
Looking to the plan and the matter of the two books,
I may call the work of the illustrious French prelate
a more external—that of the German theologian, a
more internal, history of Protestantism. In the first
place, the bishop of Meaux points out with admirable

* L’Université Catholique, tom. ii. p. 75.
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skill the endless variations and inconsistencies of Pro-
testantism ; so does the German professor; yet the
inconsistencies and variations, which, in the pages of
the former, appear isolated, unconnected, accidental
phenomena, the latter shows to be bound by the ties of
a necessary, though secret, connexion. In a word,
Moehler, not content with proving the many mutations
and self-contradictions of Protestantism, and its repug-
nance to reason and revelation, sets forth its consis-
tency also—I mean the filiation of its doctrine, and the
concatenation of its errors. Secondly, the French
prelate confines his attention to the two leading sects
of the Reformation—the Lutheran and the Calvinistic,
and expressly informs us in the preface to his work,
that his intention is “not to speak of the Socinians,
nor of the several communities of Anabaptists, nor of
so many different sects, which in England and else-
where have sprung up in the bosom of the Reforma-
tion ;” aresolution, that was the more to be regretted,
as the description of these sects would not only have
lent a fresh charm to his historic narrative, but have
vastly increased the weight, and extended the compass,
of his argument. And that sagacious mind, which, in
the funeral oration on Queen Henrietta, had cast
such an intuitive glance into the history of our domestic
troubles, would, doubtless, have given an admirable
portraiture of the various and multitudinous sects of
the Cromwellian era. Yet we must remember that, in
the course of his work, Bossuet had more particularly
in view the Calvinists of his own country. This void
is supplied in the Symbolism, where the history and
the dogmas of the minor sects of Protestantism are
fully analyzed and described: a portion of the work,
which is certainly not the least important, and, to the
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English reader, perhaps the most interesting and at-
tractive. Thirdly, Bossuet, who lived at a period when
Protestantism bad just entered on the second stage of
its existence, not only with the most masterly skill
traced its progressive development, from its birth down °
to his own days, but foretold the course of its future
destinies.

From his lofty eyrie the eagle of Meaux beheld the
whole coming history of Protestantism ; he snuffed from
afar the tempestuous clouds of irreligion, that were to
spring from its already agitated waters, and the whirl-
wind of impiety, that was to convulse Christianity to
its centre.*

* In an immortal passage of the Variations, Bossuet has recorded
the moral and social evils, which the Reformation, up to his own day,
had already brought forth, and the still greater ones wherewith it was
pregnant. After noticing the prophetic words of Melancthon, “ Good
God! what tragedies will posterity witness, if one day men shall begin
to stir those questions, whether the Word, whether the Holy Ghost,
be a person,” the eloquent prelate exclaims: “ On commenga de son
temps A remuer ces matidres: mais il jugea bien, que ce n’était encore
qu’un faible commencement; car il voyait les esprits s’enhardir insen-
siblement contre les doctrines établies, et contre l'autorité des déci-
sions ecclésiastiques. Que seroit-ce #'il avoit vu les autres suites
pernicieuses des doutes, que la Réforme avoit exités? tout Iordre de
la discipline renversé publiquement par les umns, et I'indépendance
établie, c’est-d-dire sous un nom spécieux et qui flatte la liberté,
P'anarchie avec tous ses maux; la puissance spirituelle mise par les
autres entre les mains des princes; la doctrine Chrétienne combattue
en tous ses points; des Chrétiens nier ouvrage de la création et celui
de la redemption du genre humain ; anéantir Penfer; abolir Pimmor-
talité de Pame ; dépouiller le Christianisme de tous ses mystéres, et le
changer en une secte de philosophie, toute accommodée aux sens; de la
naitre lindifférence des religions, et ce qui suit naturellement, le fonds
méme de la religion attaqué ; Uécriture directement combattue ; la voie
ouverte aw Déisme, c'est-a-dire a un Athéisme deguisé, et les livres on
seroient écrites ces doctrines prodigieuses, sortir du sein de la Réforme,
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Moehler, on the other hand, cannot be said to bring
the history of the Reformation down to his own times ;
for with the exception of the Herrnhutters, the Metho-
dists, and the Swedenborgians, the sects whose doc-
trines he has examined were not posterior to the age of
Bossuet. The new and prodigious forms, which, within
the last sixty years, Protestantism, in Germany espe-
cially, has assumed ; the doctrines of Rationalism and
Pietism, that, as the reader has already seen, have quite
. superseded those of the elder Protestantism, are, as
was before stated, for the reasons assigned in the work
itself, left unnoticed by the author of the Symbolism.
It may, at first sight, appear singular, that a work which
bas excited so prodigious a sensation throughout Ger-
many, which has been read by Protestants as well as
Catholics, with an avidity that proves it responded to a
want generally felt, should have left untouched the exist-
ing forms of Protestantism, and been exclusively engaged
with the refutation of those antiquated doctrines that,
though in certain Protestant countries they may still
retain some influence and authority, can count in Pro-
testant Germany but a small number of adherents.
How is this fact to be accounted for? I must observe
that, although the Symbolism abstains from investi-
gating the modern systems of Protestantism, yet it pre-
supposes throughout their existence; and the work
itself could never have appeared, if Protestantism had
not attained its ultimate term of development. The

et des lieuz, o elle domine. Qu’aurait dit Mélancton, #'il avait prévu
tous ces maux, et quelles auraient été ses lamentations ? Il en avait
assez vu pour en &tre troublé toute sa vie. Les disputes de son temps
et de son parti suffisaient pour lui faire dire, qu’d moins d’'un miracle
vigible, toute la religion allait &tre dissipée.”—vol. i. p. 215-16. ed.
Venise, 1738. ‘
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present forms of Protestantism, moreover, being ouly a
necessary development of its earlier errors, a solid and
vigorous refutation of the latter must needs overthrow
the former. But there is yet another, and more special
reason, which, in despite of first appearances, rendered
this work eminently opportune. A portion of the Ger-
man Protestants, as we have seen, recoiling from the
abyss, to which Rationalism was fast conducting them,
sought a refuge in falling back on the old symbolical
books of the Lutheran and Calvinistic Churches, whose
authority for upwards of sixty years had been totally
disregarded. This movement of minds was seconded
by some Protestant princes, particularly by the late
King of Prussia, who had learned, from bitter experi-
ence, the disastrous political consequences which the
doctrines of Rationalism are calculated to produce.
This sovereign, who was as skilful an ecclesiastical, as
he was a military, tactician, in order to escape from
the two enemies, Catholicism and Rationalism, who were
galling his flanks, sounded the trumpet for retreat, and,
assisted by an able staff of theologians, was making a
rapid retrograde march on the old formularies—the
bulwarks of Protestant orthodoxy, which, for more than
half a century neglected and dilapidated, had remained
utterly untenanted. Moehler watched his moment—
fell with terrific onslaught on the retreating forces—
blew up the old Protestant strongholds—-compelled the
enemy to retrace his steps, and brought him at last
into such straits, that he must now either make an un-
conditional surrender to the Church, or be swept down
the abyss of Pantheism. This is the origin and the
meaning of the present book—this is in part the cause
of its prodigious success. Thus, it not only presup-
poses the extinction of the elder, more orthodox Pro-
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testantism, but, in so far as any kuman production can
accomplish such a thing, it effectually will prevent its
revival.

Fourthly, if we look to the form of these two re-
markable productions of the human mind, which I have
ventured to compare, the History of the Variations
is characterized in an eminent degree by logical per-
spicuity ; the Symbolism, at least equal to it in dialec-
tic force, is vastly superior in philosophic depth. The
learning displayed in the former work, is quite suffi-
cient for its purpose ; and when we consider the period
at which it was written, the comparative paucity of
materials accessible to its illustrious author, and the
then state of historical researches, we are astonished
at the extent and the critical soundness of the learning
there exhibited. Mr. Hallam, however, in his History
of Literature, complains that Bossuet had not given
. his citations from Luther in the Latin original ; so that
he himself had often been unable to verify his quota-
tions. This complaint at least he will be unable to
prefer against the Symbolism, where the Latin citations
from Luther and the other patriarchs of the Reforma-
tion are given with a fulness and an exactness, that
must satisfy—perkaps rather more than satisfy—our
fastidious critic. The erudition displayed in the Sym-
bolism is admitted on all hands to be most extensive
and profound. Its style is clear, forcible, and dignified ;
but in point of eloquence, the Bishop of Meaux ever
remains the unrivalled master.

The Symbolism called forth many replies from Pro-
testant theologians, such as Nitzch, Marheineke, and
Dr. Baur of Tiibingen. The work of the latter, which
was the longest and most elaborate, was entitled
“ Opposition between Catholicism and Protestantism,
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according to the leading dogmas of the two religious
systems, with special reference to Moehler's Symbolism,”
Tiibingen, 1833. Of this work a writer in the Cox-
versution’s Lexicon* thus speaks: “ That Protestant
writers should stand up in defence of a Church, to
which Moehler denies every right, save that of political
existence, was very natural. But it is equally certain,
that in an enquiry, wherein the symbolical writings
only of the different Churches possess a decisive autho-
rity, an Hegelian,{ with his subjective views, and the
attempt to enforce these as the doctrine of the Evan-
gelical Church, could play no brilliant part. Yet in
this false position we find Dr. Baur, whose writing,
moreover, is not exempt from personal attacks against
his adversary.”

Moehler replied without delay, and in a tone of suit-
able dignity, in a work entitled, New Investigations
into the doctrinal differences between Catholics and
Protestants: Mayeuce, 1834. This work will be found
a most valuable appendix to the Symbolism ; although

* Conversation's Lexicon, p. 699. Leipzig, 1840.

t The system of Hegel is that of a logical Pantheism. His leading
doctrine is, that the Deity is the impersonal Reason, and in the
human mind only attains to self-consciousness. He and his earlier
disciples affected to reestablish the union between faith and science,
and employed the language of the Bible and the Church in a
sense totally different from what was meant by either. But the
younger Hegelians have rejected the hypocritical artifices of their
master, and proclaimed, in the most cynical language, the most
undisguised Pantheism. It is just, however, to observe, that there are
some, though the number is small, who combine Christian views with
this system of philosophy.

As to Dr. Baur of Tibingen, he has, since his controversy with
Moehler, shown himself a decided Pantheist. Yet this is the man
whom the Wiirtemberg government decorated with orders, while it
loaded Moehler with affronts, that forced him to leave the country.
Ex uno disce omnes.
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no inconsiderable portion of it has been incorporated
into the edition from which the present translation has
been made.

The personal acrimony, which Dr. Baur had infused
into his controversy with the subject of this memoir, as
well as the intrigues set on foot to alienate the Wiir-
temberg government from the latter, who was repre-
sented as a disturber of religious peace, rendered his
abode at Tiibingen daily more unpleasant and irksome.
The Prussian government, probably apprised of this
state of things, renewed negotiations with Moehler, in
the view of obtaining his services for one of its univer-
sities. Yet these negotiations, creditable to the pru-
dence and discernment of the Prussian government, a
second time failed, through the opposition of the Her-
mesian party. This party had already a most formid-
able opponent to encounter in the celebrated Klee,
professor of theology at Bonn ; and it was evident that
the accession of Moehler to that theological Faculty, or,
indeed, to any other in the Prussian states, would be
most detrimental to the influence, and adverse to the
projects, of the party. Count Von Spiegel, then Arch-
bishop of Cologne, and predecessor to that illustrious
confessor, whose humiliation prepared the triumph of
the German Church, and whose captivity was the pre-
lude to her liberation—Count Von Spiegel, I say, a
worldly-minded courtier, little acquainted with theo-
logy, was alternately the tool of the Hermesians and
the Prussian government. His sanction, as Archbishop
of Cologne, was necessary for the confirmation of
Moehler’s appointment to a theological chair at Bonn.
To the latter he addressed a letter, requiring as the
condition to such a sanction, the public retractation of
the work entitled Unity of the Church ; just as if Moh-
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ler, with Hermesian obstinacy, had continued to defend
in the face of the Church, and as the doctrine of the
Church, what its highest tribunal had formally and
solemnly condemned. He wrote back to the arch-
bishop of Cologne, that the mistakes, such as they were,
in his first work, were entirely rectified in his sub-
sequent productions: and it may be added, that he had
never been called upon by the competent authorities
to make a public recantation of any opinions therein
contained. It was indeed truly ridiculous, that, while
purity of doctrine and glowing love for the Church, as
well as profound genius, were claiming for the illus-
trious author of Athanasius and the Symbolisms the
respect and admiration of Germany and Europe, the
organ of a party that had for years broached pernicious
doctrines, evinced a marked disrespect for ecclesiastical
tradition, and subsequently displayed a most obstinate
resistance to the authority of the Church, should, for-
sooth, take exceptions to Moehler’s orthodoxy!

Here it may be proper to make a few remarks on the
position which he had taken up in relation to this party.
It has sometimes been asked, why he did not appear
in the lists against the Hermesians? Many reasons
may be assigned for his not taking an active part in this
controversy. In the first place, his opposition would
have been ascribed to motives of personal resentment
against a body of men, through whose intrigues he had
been twice thwarted in the attainment of an honour-
able and lucrative professorship. Secondly, the Her-
mesian system, unsupported by a single theologian of
eminence, had been prostrated by the vigorous arm of
Klee. Thirdly, the Holy See having pronounced a
solemn sentence of condemnation, the view which all
Catholics were to take of this system, could no longer
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be problematic. .Fourthly, the utterly disgraceful part
that the Hermesians had played in the tyrannical pro-
ceedings of the Prussian government against Count von
Droste Vischering, the venerable archbishop of Cologne,
drew down upon them the general odium of Catholic
Germany. Lastly, the tactics of this party was to avoid
an open, dispassionate, scientific discussion of principles;
and to drag into the controversy matters of personal
dispute, and even of ecclesiastical administration—a
course of warfare, where even victory was somewhat
ignoble, and which, above all things, was abhorrent to
the gentle disposition and elevated feelings of Moehler.

But there was another party in the Church, with
whom he came into more immediate contact—the
so-called Liberals of Catholic Germany, whom I have
already had occasion to describe. This party, whoge
principal seat was in Baden and Wiirtemberg, had, as
has been already observed, exerted some influence over
the youthful mind of Moehler ; and the last faint tinge
of their principles is traceable in his first production,
Unity of the Church. But his maturer genius—his
more extended acquaintance with ecclesiastical anti-
quity—and, above all, his advances in piety, had re-
vealed to him the hollow pretensions and dangerous
tendencies of this party. In the year 1827, he published
his celebrated essay on * sacerdotal celibacy,” that in-
flicted on this party a wound, from which it has never
since recovered. In this masterly production he proves
the apostolic antiquity of clerical celibacy; its conformity
with reason and with the most ancient traditions of
nations; its close connexion with the most sacred
dogmas and essential institutions of the Church, as well
as the occasions that led to a partial deviation from the
law ; and, after showing why the enemies of sacerdotal
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celibacy-must necessarily be the foes to ecclesiastical
independence and the papal supremacy, he stigmatizes
the Baden churchmen for their shallow theological
learning, in -despite of all their high pretensions to
general knowledge—for their carnal-minded tendencies
—their often profligate habits, and their political har-
lotries with the secular power. This essay was, in the
year 1829, followed up by another, entitled * Frag-
ments on the False Decretals ;° where, with much skill
and learning, the author wrested from the enemies
of the papal authority, one of their most favourite
weapons of attack. The rage of the anti-celibates
was, as we may suppose, wound up to the highest
pitch ; Moehler was denounced as an apostate, an ultra-
montanist, a Roman obscurantist ; and his fame, which
grew from year to year, served only to embitter the
animosity, and stimulate the assaults, of this paltry fac-
tion. While the great genius of the illustrious author
of Athanasius and the Symbolism was hailed with joy-
by Catholic, and recognized with respect by Protestant
Germany, these false brethren had discovered, that he
was devoid of talent and erudition; they openly gave
the palm of victory to his Protestant opponent, Dr.
Baur, and, in one of their periodicals,* were shameless
enough, while they denominated the Symbolism a viola-
tion of religious peace, to avow their satisfaction with
the mythical theory of the blasphemous Strauss,—a
proof, if further were wanting, how utterly many of
these so-called “ Liberals” had apostatized from the
principles of that Church, whose communion they still
so audaciously profaned !

It was not, however, by his writings only that this ex-

# « Die Freimiithige Blitter.”
VOL. 1. ]
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cellent man opposed the progress, and defeated the
projects, of a dangerous faction. By his amiable dis-
position aud engaging manners, as well as by his great
reputation, he had gained an extraordinary influence
over the minds of his pupils; and this influence he
employed to inspire these young theologians with a
zeal for the cause and interests of the Church,—a deep
" veneration for the Holy See,—a love for the duties of
their future calling,—~and a noble passion for learning.
Nor was the beneficial influence of his example and ex-
hortations confined to his pupils alone. During the
ten years he filled the professorial chair at Tiibingen,
a complete change came over the Catholic theological
faculty of that university. Such of its members as had
hitherto been sound in doctrine, but timid in its avowal,
like Dr. Drey, took courage by Moehler's example;
and such who, like Hirscher, had been to some extent
led away by Neological doctrines, were now, partly
through that example, partly by their own researches,
gradually reclaimed. The evidence of this change is
afforded by the Theological Quarterly Review of
Tibingen, which, from the year 1828, breathes a very
different spirit, and which, supported as it was by
Moehler and his most distinguished colleagues and dis-
ciples, has remained, down to the present day, by its
orthodoxy, its learning, and its philosophic spirit, an
ornament to literature and the Church. The noble
attitude which, in the present struggle for the liberties
of their Church, the younger members of the S8wabian
clergy have taken—the zeal and courage wherewith
they defend their spiritual rights, and rally the people
round that sacred standard—the talent and learning
they evince in defence of their religion, are all, accord-
ing to a recent public acknowledgment of the prime
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minister of Wiirtemberg in the assembled states,
mainly attributable to the influence of Moehler.

Yet, the spot which was dear to him from so many
. early associations—where the Lord had blessed his la-
bours-——where he had won so many brilliant victories
over the enemies of the faith—he was now, for the
reasons above adverted to, about to quit. At the com-
mencement of the year 1835, a theological chair at
Munich became vacant; and the King of Bavaria, with
that enlightened zeal which makes him ever attentive to
the promotion of the interests of the Church, and the
advancement of Catholic learning, solicited, on this oo-
casion, the services of Moehler. To this proposal the
latter immediately acceded ; and, deeply regretted by
his friends, his colleagues, and the academic youth, he
quitted Tiibingen, and arrived at Munich in the spring
of the same year. Warmly welcomed by his friends
in the Bavarian capital, and enthusiastically greeted by
its students, he immediately opened a course of lec-
tures on St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, which was
soon followed up by others on Church-history, patro-
logy, as well as commentaries on various epistles of
St. Paul.

This seems to me the most proper place to speak of
the various theological aud historical essays, that
Moehler contributed to periodical publications, and es-
pecially to the Theological Quarterly Review of Tiibin-
gen. These essays have since his death been collected
by his friend, Dr. Déllinger, and published in twq
volumes. They are as follows :— 1. An investigation of
the dispute between St. Jerome and 8t. Augustine, on
the fourteenth verse of the second chapter of Galatians.
11. A critical enquiry into the period of publication of
the Epistle to Diognetos, usually attributed to St. Jus-

']
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tin, and an analysis of its contents. 111. An historical
sketch of St. Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, and
his times. 1v. An essay on clerical celibacy. v. Short
considerations on the historical relation of Universities -
to the State. vi. Fragments on the false decretals.
vil. An essay on the relation of Islam to the Gospel.
viil. An essay on the origin of Gnosticism. The
second volume contains the following :— 1. Consider-
ations on the state of the Church, during the fifteenth,
and at the commencement of the sixteenth century.
II. An essay on St. Simonianism. 111. Fragmentary
sketches of the abolition of slavery. 1v. Letter to the
Abbé Bautaur of Strasburg, on his system of philosophy.
v. Rise and first period of Monasticism: a fragment.
vi. Two articles on the imprisonment of the Arch-
bishop of Cologne.

It does not enter into the plan of this memoir to give
an analysis of these collected essays, which certainly
farnish new evidence of the author’s great historical, as
well as theological learning; his critical acuteness, his
depth of observation, and elegance of style.

The most remarkable pieces in this miscellaneous
collection, are the already noticed essay on clerical
celibacy, that on Gnosticisr, the beautiful fragment on
the early history of monasticism, which was to -form
part of a large work on the monastic orders of the
west, and the essay on Islam, that has received its due
meed of praise from one of our own Protestant critics.
“This essay of Moehler’s,” says a writer in a number of
the Quarterly Review, that appeared two years ago,
“was composed with an express view towards the pro-
gress of Christianity in the east, and the question how
it might be offered in the most commanding and per-
suasive manner to Mahometans. It is written with so
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much learning, judgment, and moderation, that it might
be well worthy of translation in some of our religious
journals.”*

The lectures which Dr. Moehler delivered.on patris-
tic literature, have since his death been collected and
edited by his friend Dr. Reithmayr, Professor of Theo-
logy at the University of Munich. Of this work, three
parts only have as yet appeared, embracing the first
three centuries of the Church, and containing nearly a
thousand pages. of print in small octavo. After some
very . interesting and profound preliminary reflections

_on the Greek and Roman languages and literatures, and
their. relation to Christianity, and some general views
on the nature of patristic literature ; the author, in the
first part, treats of the lives and writings of the Apos-
tolic Fathers, from Pope St. Clement, down to Papias.
In the second part, the lives and writings of the Fathers
of the second century, from St. Justin martyr, down to
Pantenus; and in the third, the lives and writings of
the fathers of the third century, from St. Clemens
Alexandrinus down to Lactantius, are described, ana-
lyzed, and appreciated.

In this work, the plan of the author is to prefix to
each century general views on its ecclesiastical and
literary. character ; then under a special section devoted
to each particular father, to trace a short sketch of his
life, where the materials for such exist; next to give an
analysis of his various works, accompanied with a cri-
tical enquiry into the age, or the authenticity of such
writings as have been disputed ; then to furnish a sum-
mary of the father's doctrine, and lastly to pronounce
judgment on hisliterarymerits.. To each biographical sec-

* Sea No. cxxxvI p. 410. Murray, London. 1841.
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tion, the editor has appended notices of the best editions
of the works of the father. It should be added, that
the account of the fathers of the second century is closed
with a notice of the most celebrated martyrologies ; and
that of the fathers of the third century with a short
dissertation on the spurious gospels, and a more length-
ened one on the sybils.

A more useful, as well as more engaging introduction
to the study of patristic literature, cannot be, perhaps,
recommended than the present work. The author’s
prodigious knowledge in ecclesiastical history, as well
a8 in the writings of the fathers; his power of clear
exposition and acute analysis; and his depth and origi-
nality of genius, which enabled him easily to enter into,
and duly to appreciate, the conceptions of the great
thinkers of Christian antiquity, eminently quelified him
for the execution of this task. And although the work
be posthumous, and did not therefore receive a careful
revisal from its author, yet its every page evinces the
hand of the master. Among the various dissertations
I may notice those on St. Justin martyr, St. Irenseus,
Origen, and St. Cyprian, as peculiarly able and elabo-
rate. From its posthumons character, there were, of
course, many gaps and omissions in it, which the talent-
ed editor has, in the true spirit of the author, endea-
voured to fill up; supplying biographical notices of
those ecclesiastical writers whose works have perished,
and carefully citing the authorities for statements and
assertions in the text, as well as making various other
additions.

Everything contnbuted to render Moehler’s abode at
Munich most agreeable. Surrounded by the distin-
guished Catholic professors, whom the king had assem-
bled in that capital ; living amid a people that in des-
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pite of all the efforts made during the late reign to
pervert it, was still eminently Catholic; in a city, too,
where the theological faculty was undisturbed by the
opposition of any rival; where the Catholic Church
could unfold all her salutary influences, and all her
pomp of worship, and where art was making the noblest
efforts to minister to the splendour of that worship ;—
Moechler might confidently look for still more blessed
results from his literary labours. And during the first
eighteen months of his residence in the Bavarian capital,
the contentment he enjoyed, had, in despite of the
severe climate of the place, re-established his health,
which of late years had been much impaired.

At length, in the autumn of 1886, came that dreadful
scourge, the cholera, that for six months, without inter-
mission, exercised the most dreadful ravages at Munich.
Though the prevailing epidemic affested Moehler but in
a slight degree, yet he experienced a general debility,
that incapacitated him from prosecuting his public
duties.

This indisposition was succeeded in the following
spring by an attack of influenza, that confined him for
two months to his bed ; and did not quit him, without
leaving behind most dangerous symptoms of a disease
on the langs. On rising from the bed of sickness, he

'was not permitted by his physicians to pursue his ordi- -

nary duties; but on their urgent advice, he took a
journey to southern Tyrol, where the genial climate of
Meran, the use of whey, and the cheering socisty of the
Benedictines of that place, whose learning and piety he
made a constant theme of eulogy to his friends, soon
produced the most beneficial effects on his health.
After passing the whole summer of 1837 in that beautiful
country, he returned in the autumn to Munich, to
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resume his public functions. But the hopes which his
friends had entertained of his complete recovery, were
soon to undergo a bitter disappointment. On the first
of November his indisposition returned, and symptoms
of a decided pulmonary complaint became  even more
manifest. Again, to his grief, and to the regret of his
numerous auditors, his promised course of lectures must
be put off. The bleak climate of the Bavarian capital
was, at that season especially, little propitious to. one
labouring under such a disorder; and most unfortu-
nately, towards the close of the month a calamitous
event occurred, which, while it threw the whole Ger-
man church into mourning, and convulsed Westphalia
and the Rhenish provinces to their centre, filled the soul
of Moehler with a disquietude and dismay, that operated
most prejudiciously on his health—the imprisonment of
the venerable archbishop of Cologne, on the 20th of
November 1837, is the event to which I allude.

This act of reckless and violent tyranny, which put
the seal to that long series of intrigues, machinations,
.and oppressions, that for five-and-twenty years had
been directed against the Catholic Church in Prussia,
Moehler appreciated in all its vast importance. He saw
the evils with which it was fraught, the fearful and
general persecution against the German church, that
it seemed to portend; and yet with a prophetic
eye he- discerned the good that Providence would
one day bring out: of that evil—the triumph and rege-
neration of that Church, so long betrayed, insulted, and
oppressed. These apprehensions and these hopes he
has recorded in two remarkable essays, which he pub-
lished in February 1838, inthe Universal Gasette, of
Avgsburg ; the last which he ever wrote—the last effu-
sions of that heart, which, amid the languor of sickness,
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yet -beat quick and strong to all that concerned the
glory of its God.

At this time, the Prussian commissary, Bruggemann,
-who was sent to Rome on a diplomatic mission from the
court of Berlin, received instructions to hold an inter-
view with Moehler on his passage through Munich, and
to tender to him, in the name of his sovereign, a preben-
dal stall in the cathedral of Cologne, and if he pleased,
a professorship at Bonn. The reader will observe, that
this was the third attempt made by the Prussian govern-
ment to enlist the professorial services of Moehler.
What could be the meaning of these repeated endea-
vours on the part of a hostile government, to obtain for
one of its universities the greatest theologian of Ger-
many? How do these attempts agree with the well-
known policy of a government, that by every species of
intrigue, machination,encroachment, and crafty tyranny,
had endeavoured to Protestantize its Catholic subjects,
and which in some parts of its dominions, like Silesia,
‘had too well succeeded in its endeavours—and that at
the very moment when it made this proposal to Moeh-
ler, had torn from his diocess, and plunged into prison,
.an illustrious prelate, for having courageously unmasked
and defeated its designs? To the honour of the Prus-
sian government, it must be said, that it was its pride
and boast to fill its universities with eminent men ; and
-that hostile as it was to Catholicism, its respect and love
for learning exceeded that hostility. Thus in the very
heyday of Hermesianism, it appointed its great anta-
gonist Klee to a theological chair at Bonn; and in its
conflict with the archbishop of Cologne, it artfully
pointed to the nomination of this eminent divine, as a
proof that it wished to give no exclusive encouragement
.to any particular school of theology.
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But at the conjuncture at which we have arrived, the
Prussian government had a peculiar inducement to
make the proposal whereof I speak. The general dis-
content that reigned in its Catholic provinces, the ever-
growing indignation of Catholic Germany at the treat-
ment they had experienced, and the precarious relations
wherein Prussia stood with Belgium and France—
neighbours to whom her fatal polioy had unbarred her
own weakness and disunion ; this state of things ren-
dered the redress of public wrongs, and the allaying of
public irritation in her Catholic dominions, & matter of
the most imperious necessity.

In this posture of affairs, as a professor of theology
must needs exercise great influence over the rising
members of the priesthood, and in an ecclesiastical
question over the lay members also of the university, a
sort of political importance now attached to a theolo-
gical chair at Bonn. And unless the Prussian govern-
ment were prepared to close the door irrevocably
against all justice and conciliation, it could not have
selected a man, who by his high reputation and zealous
attachment to the interests of the Church, as well as by
his amiable and conciliatory disposition, was fitter than
the subject of this memoir to be the medium of any
safe and honourable negotiation.

The offer of M. Briijggemann, Moehler, however, im-
mediately declined. This refusal was dictated not only
by the precarious state of his health, as well as by the
-distracted condition of affairs in the Rhenish province,
but also by a feeling of attachment to Bavaria. This
feeling his Bavarian majesty delicately appreciated, by
conferring on him the knightly order of St. Michael.

- His health seemed to rally for a while, so as to enable
him for a few weeks to resume the delivery of his
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lectures; but towards the end of January a violent
catarrh ensued, which soon terminated in inflammation
of the chest.

The following account of his last illness is from the
. pen of an eye-witness, and friend ; and the tone of
mournful earnestness, wherein it is written, must chal-
lenge the gympathy of every reader.

“The experience of late years,” says the anonymous
biographer, ¢ convinced the physicians that the injurious
influence of the Munich climate, combined with the
arduous duties of the professorial charge, afforded no
certain prospect of the preservation of Moehler’s life ;
and that it was only by changing his abode for some
milder climate, any chance for his recovery existed,
The King of Bavaria, informed of the condition of the
fllustrious patient, and anxious to preserve a life so
valuable to Church and State, nominated Moehler, by a
decree dated March 1838, to the just vacant dignity of
Dean in Wiirzburg. Moehler was deeply affected by
this mark of his sovereign’'s delicate attention and fore-
thought ; yet his joy was not unalloyed. He had entered
with uncommon ardour on the professorial career, for
which heaven had favoured him with the highest quali-
fications, and wherein bis efforts had been blessed with
the most signal success. The very idea of the abandon-
ment of that career, had inspired him with the deepest
melancholy. He anticipated something more than a
mere change of employment. To a friend, who con-
gratulated him on the promotion to his new dignity, he
expressed himself in the following remarkable words:
“1 have often observed in history,” said he, “ that men
whom God hath highly favoured in life, He often on the
eve of .their separation from this world, invested with
the glimmer of some temporal honour, I cannot with-
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out being guilty of great ingratitude, deny that Provi-
dence hath loaded me with many favours; but the prog-
nostic which I here advert to, may now be realized in
me also.” This anticipation, alas ! was too soon verified ;
that very day the fever returned; a week later, sud-
denly at night, catarrh and the critical symptom of
hoarseness ensued, and then a few days afterwards the
physicians observed all the signs of a violent hectic
fever. His nights especially, were attended with great
suffering ; on the seventh of April he felt himself again
better, and desired that for his entertainment a favourite
book of travels should be read to him. This was done,
not without a fearful presentiment, thatthat wish was the
prelude to another and a more distant journey, and so
it happened. At the beginning of Holy Week, the fever
assumed the character of typhus, and the mind of the
patient from time to time slightly wandered in delirium.
Feeling his end approach, he again, on the tenth of
April, prepared by the reception of the sacraments for
appearing before his Almighty Judge. The sacraments
appeared to exert a beneficial influence on his health,
for on the following day he felt much relieved, and hope
began to revive in the bosom of his friends. But he no
longer looked forward to recovery, and on the same day
he made his last testamentary arrangements in regard
to his temporal concerns. The following night dispelled
all hopes of a change for the better. - On the morning
of the twelfth of April, he felt great oppression at his
chest, he became somewhat restless ; the heavy ice-cold
sweat-drops gathered about his brow and temples; the
last struggle had come on. His confessor, Dr. Aloysius
Buchner (now a prebendary at Passau), never left his
side. At one o'clock in the afternoon, he awoke from a
gentle slumber, clasped both hands to his head, and ex-
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claimed, “ Ah! now I have seen it—now I know it—
now I would like to write a book,—this must be written
down,—but now it is gone.” He then laid himself
calmly down, a look of serene and winning love passed
again over his countenance, as if the soul were evidently
making an effort gently to sever the last bonds of life.
He then gasped violently three times, and the soul
bursting her fetters, sprang upwards to her God. The
sad event took place on Maundy Thursday, the 12th
of April 1838, at half past two o’clock in the afternoon.
His remains were interred on Holy Saturday, the 14th
day of April; and his death was mourned by his king,
deeply bewailed by his friends, and regretted by all.”*
Thus died this celebrated man, in the midst of his
career, at a crisis so eventful for religion, and at a
moment when he could be so ill spared by the Church
and by his country. His career, though brief, had been
eminently useful as well as brilliant ; and his life, though
not full of years, had been replete with good works. He
might, at the close of his course, exclaim with the great
apostle, “Bonum certamen certavi, cursum consummavi,
fidem servavi, reposita est mihi corona justitize.” “Happy,
saith the Scripture, are they who die in the Lord !” And
happy, thrice happy, we may add, are they, who die, be-
fore the enemy hath snatched from their hands the fruit
of their morning’s toil! And when we are tempted to
lament the untimely end of this great luminary of the
Church, we should assuage our sorrow with the reflec-
tion, how infinitely more enviable was his fate, than
that of his celebrated contemporary—the once great
Gamaliel in the Church of France. For, whereas death,
we may confidently hope, brought to one the garland

* Se¢ memoir by anonymous biographer, p. 27.
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of eternal life, existence hath cast over the other, the
blight and desolation of death. In abandoning the
- glorious mansions of the Church for those bleak and
desolate regions, where the grisly phantoms of erring
fancy dwell, that unhappy spirit hath abandoned, too,
the sweet recollections of early days, and the sacred
ties of friendship, and the merit and the glory of all
his victories over heresy and unbelief, and the inesti-
mable peace of the soul; in a word, all the earthly
charms, and all the heavenly hopes, that cheer and
sustain existence, and solace and sweeten death. And
as a great writer once said, that the fall of the rebel
archangel cast a sadness over all creation, whereof the
traces are even mow perceptible; so the fall of this
mighty spirit hath saddened the Church in this the
morning of her reviving hope and joy.

Moehler's countenance, deportment, and manner,
were perfectly indicative of his moral and intellectual
qualities. The perfect harmony or equilibrium of his
mental powers was expressed in the serenity of his
countenance, in the modulations of a most pleasing
voice, and in the dignity of his carriage, The same
exquisite sense of justice—the same aversion from all
exaggeration, which characterized his writings, were
perceptible in his conversation. Yet, though endowed
with this natural benignity of temper, which, in him,
was exalted and sanctified by motives of Christian
charity, he was not slow to the perception of defects of
character ; and whenever the meaner passions crossed
his path, his instinctive abhorrence would find vent in
the sallies of a subdued, yet pungent satire.

His personal appearance has thus been described by
one of his biographers: * Tall in stature, he was of a
slight and delicate frame; his outward bearing was
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most decorous and dignified ; his features were delicate,
regular, and prepossessing 3 in his large, dark eye
beamed a gentle fire, which shed over a pallid counte-
nance an indescribable charm. His voice, like his bo-
dily frame, was weak and slender, yet harmonious ; his
pronunciation was pure, without the alloy of any pecu-
liar dialect. Whoever, therefore, saw him for the first
time, was ever most agreeably prepossessed with his
general appearance.”®

During the first years of his professorship, and before
he had quite thrown off some of the lax opinions
already adverted to, he was not so assiduous in prayer,
nor so diligent in the celebration of the holy sacrifice,
as might be desired. Then too exclusively occupied
with science, he did not seek out with sufficient ardour
that heavenly wisdom, without which, all human learn-
ing, like the grass of the field without the refreshing
dew, will soon become arid and unprofitable,

A friend concluded at that time all his letters to him
with an earnest exhortation to the habit of frequent
prayer. These exhortations, as well as the diligent
perusal of the writings of the holy fathers, which are
no less powerful in cherishing the feelings of piety,
than in confirming and enlivening faith, wrought, under
the Divine blessing, the happiest change in Moehler's
devotional exercises ; for, in subsequent years, he never
let a day pass without celebrating the holy sacrifice, and
with a tenderness of devotion, that excited universal
edification.

With the laborious duties of the professorial office,
he combined, to some extent, the functions of the

* Tebensskizze, p. 28,
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sacred ministry; and to many of the academic youth
he acted as spiritual director.

Not content with personally discharging the obliga-
tions of his sacred calling with the strictest fidelity,
and an irreproachable purity of conduct, he strove by
example and conversation, as well as by his writings
and his lectures, to stem the tide of corruption that
had burst into the Swabian Church, and was, it is con-
fidently asserted, the means of guarding many a young
clergyman against the evil counsels and evil practices
of the anti-celibate party.

His zeal for the glory of God and the interests of
His Church, while it was the animating and sustaining
principle of all his intellectual exertions, often commu-
nicated itself with electrical effect to his youthful au-
ditors. Yet that zeal, which consumed him for the
house of his Lord, was exceeded, if possible, by a spirit
of mildness, modesty, and humility—qualities which,
while they endeared him to Heaven, made him, too,
the favourite with men.

Adorned with all the sacerdotal virtues, he possessed
at the same time a winning amiability of manner, that
caused his society to be courted by men of various ranks
and professions, and even of the most opposite religious
and political principles. Protestants as well as Catholics,
laymen as well as churchmen, consulted him personally
or by letter on every variety of subject,—religious,
political, literary, or domestic; and had his life been
prolonged, he would probably have become one of the
most influential men in Germany.

Having thus briefly described the moral character of
this remarkable man, it remains for me to sum up his
intellectual qualities.
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He was distinguished for an uncommon clearness,
precision, and vigour of ratiocination, that shows how
well he had profited by the example of those Attic
masters, to whom his youth had been so sedulously de-
voted. His plan is to let his adversary bring forward
his strongest arguments, and dispose them in the most
advantageous order ; then, without stopping to refute
him in detail, he wrings from him some reluctant con-
cession, or forces him unconsciously into some false
position, whereby he is enabled at a single stroke to
shake or overthrow the whole system of his antagonist’s
reasoning.

In depth of reflection and comprehensive grasp of
generalization, he equals Frederic Schlegel ; and if in-
ferior to him in the fervour of a poetic imagination,
he yet possesses, partly from nature, partly from the
severer training of theological discipline, a superior
force and precision of reasoning. Like the great
writer to whom I have compared him, Moehler was
eminently endowed with the faculty called by critics
diathesis—the faculty of seizing on the main points of
his subject, divesting it of its subordinate or access-
ory parts, and in a few bold strokes tracing a perfect
outline.

The learning of Moehler was most profound and
various. Though he died at the premature age of forty-
three, he yet had mastered every branch of theological
science ; and in patristic literature and the writings of
the schoolmen, as also in the works of the Reformers,
and the later Protestant divines of various sects, he
was preeminently versed. His acquaintance with pro-
fane history and modern literature was most extensive ;
and -his acquirements in classical philology were so

VOL. I. k
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great, as to call forth the astonishment and admiration
of the most learned professors in that faculty.

His style reflects the calm, equable dignity of his
soul ; clear, flowing, and stately: if it seldom rises to
eloquence, it never sinks into dryness, or loses itself in
obscurity.

Yet all these high intellectual endowments were ren-
dered still more effective, because, as was above said,
they were tempered, chastened, exalted, and sanctified
by an amiable modesty, a deep, unaffected humility, a
glowing zeal, and a piety serenely bright, that like a
light within a beautiful vase, brought out all those
mental ornaments into bolder relief.*

* As it may be interesting to the reader to hear the opinion enter-
‘tained of this remarkable man, by those who are far more competent
than myself to pronounce a judgment on his merits, I will here subjoin
the following critical remarks from some of the ablest literary and
theological periodicals in Germany. My own opinion, it is just to pre-
mise, was formed before I had seen the passages in question.

From the Historisch-politische Blitter.

“ As in life he was full of the most tender-hearted mildness and
forbearance, full of an unpretending modesty and kindliness of feeling,
which won him the hearts of all men ; 8o his moral character was re-
flected in his literary labours. Free from the arrogance and cold-
heartedness of an idle science, his bosom glowed with a pure and mild
enthusiasm, and the calm and unruffled clearness of his spirit was evin-
ced, as with the eye of thoughtful sensibility, he contemplated the
agitated scenes of history, and their chequered phenomena, so calcu-
lated to mislead and confuse the judgment. Gifted with an untiring
industry, and with a penetrative mind, that, amid the mass of details,
never lost sight of the whole, he yet, in his humble modesty, never
forgot the deficiencies and the narrowness of all human science. All
one-sided exaggeration—all passionate attacks, grated on him as a dis-
cord; and all merit he would acknowledge, and present to it with a
cheerful brow and feeling heart, the homage of his praise.”—vol. x.
p. 564-5.
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In a communication which Dr. Reithmayr has had
the kindness to make to me, he writes as follows:
 Brief as was the period of Moehler’s labours in
Munich, yet it is difficult to describe the good he
wrought, and the seed for still greater good which he
sowed. Powerful as his influence over Southern Ger-
many had become, great as was his authority, honoured
as was his name, and mighty as was the impulse he
had given to the public mind, he was yet far from
entertaining the thought of wishing to form a school,
in so far as we thereby understand a certain peculiar
theological system, whether its nature consist in a spe-
cial theoretical method, or in the adoption and more
precise development of certain opinions. His faith
was of a much too positive kind ; he was too removed
from all hollow speculation ; and his whole intellectual
cultivation was too strongly historical, and he was
withal too modest, to wish to bring his own person
thus prominently forward, or to stamp upon other

From the Conversations- Lexicon.

“If we combine in a single focus all the particular traits of this
remarkable man, we shall find that his most eminent peculiarity con-
sisted in the utter abandonment of that pretension, after which so
many strive, to be the head of a sect, or even a school. Moehler de-
voted his faculties purely and entirely to the objective and divinely-
established institution of the Church. To this service he gave up his
whole being—his high natural endowments—his penetration of in-

stellect—his often overpowering logic, and his great erudition. And
a8 he made it the business of his life, to set forth the Church in all her
truth ar‘xd beauty, so the Church, in her turn, transfigured his whole
existence, and made him that model of purity, humility, and conscien-
tiousness,—that mirror of all human and sacerdotal virtues, which
called forth the enthusiastic admiration of all, who had the good
fortune to come into nearer or remoter intercourse with him.”" —No.xx1,
p- 700, vol. iii. Supplement to Eighth Edition. Leipzick. 1840.
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minds the impress of his own individual conceptions.
If anything can be said to characterize, or distinguish
in any degree his auditors and admirers, it is a certain
idealism in the treatment of science, an enthusiasm for
the institutes and interests of the Church, abhorrence
of all sectarianism, and a closer attachment to the
mother Church of Rome.”

The new school of German Catholic divines is cha-
racterized by the union of great patristic learning and
high philosophic speculation ; by severe orthodoxy and
warm attachment to the Church, coupled with a singu-
lar spirit of conciliation and tenderness in the treat-
ment of controversy towards the erring brethren. This
spirit is of course modified according to the peculiar
temper and genius of differept individuals; but such is
the general characteristic of the new school.

The more celebrated theological contemporaries of
Moehler were Klee, Déllinger, Drey, Hirscher, and
Veith; and among his scholars, Staudenmaier, Ruhn,
Hefele, and Reithmayr, have attained to great emi-
nence.

Klee has treated every branch of theology. His
works are characterized by vast erudition, great meta-
physical depth, and a consummate power of dialectic.
This very acute thinker and eminently learned man,
will ever exercise the greatest influence in the school ;
but as he was deficient in grace of style and power of
imagination, his influence will be less perceptible in the .
great republic of letters.* Dollinger, whose excellent

* With Professor Klee the writer of these pages was most intimately
acquainted. He was a most amiable and excellent clergyman, and
delightful companion. He informed the writer, that he had read all the
works of the fathers, and some of them twice over. With the writings
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Church History is known to the English reader from
Dr. Cox’s elegant translation, combines extraordinary
learning in theology and canon law, with great historical
research, critical acumen, and clearness of method and
style. Drey has proved himself a very learned and phi-
losophic apologist for Christianity. Of Hirscher I can
speak with less confidence, as I possess but little ac-
quaintance with his writings. He cultivates chiefly
moral theology, and unites, it is said, uncommon unction
of feeling to originality of thought and extent of learn-
ing. Some prejudices, however, which he has still
retained, tend somewhat to impair the influence his
genius and piety would otherwise command. Veith has
distinguished himself more particularly in pastoral
theology, and combines in an eminent degree elo-
quence, deep thought, and high asceticism. Ruhn is
distinguished for great depth of philosophic speculation;
and Staudenmaier displays great fertility of ideas and
amenity of feeling. Hefele and Reithmayr, both as
scholars and thinkers, bid fair to tread in the footsteps
of their illustrious master.

The number and excellence, too, of the theological
periodicals and smaller essays and treatises, as well as
of the more, extended works, that now appear in Ca-
tholic Germany, evince the vigour and productiveness
of her religious genius. Divine Providence, when He

of the medimval divines, he possessed still greater acquaintance than
Moehler. He was uncommonly well versed in history, had read all
the Greek and Roman classics, and was familiar with the best produc-
tions of English, French, and Italian Literature. He succeeded
Moehler in the professorship of theology at the University of Munich;
but after one year’s residence in that city, he died, at the age of forty-
three. His loss, like that of his predecessor, will be felt in Germany
for long years to come.
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suffered the German Church to be despoiled of her
temporal riches and political greatness, repaid her with
all the abundance of moral and intellectual wealth.

Last year, in the public cemetery of Munich, a beautiful Gothic
sepulchral monument was erected over the spot where Mochler’s re-
mains lie interred. Moehler is represented in a kneeling posture, and
robed in sacerdotal garments. His likeness is said to be admirably
caught. On one side is represented the Blessed Virgin, holding the
Divine Infant, who graciously extends his arm to bless the priest, sunk
down in adoration before him. On the other side is Moehler’s guardian
angel, presenting to the Divine Infant certain writings of the deceased.
The monument is decorated with other beautiful devices, allusive to
the life and writings of this great man. It bears the following appro-
priate inscription :—

JOHANNES ADAMUS MOEHLER.

8. THEOLOGLE DOCTOR . ET PBOFESSOR P. O. IN
UNIVERSITATE TUBINGENSI: ET MONACENSI .
CAPIT. CATHEDR. WIRCEBURG: DECANUS DESIGN :
ORDIN : ST. MICHAEL PRO MERITIS RQUES.
NATUS IGERSHEMII IN WUERTEMBERGA.
PRIDIE NON. MAJAS 1796.

DEFENSOR FIDEI.

LITERARUM DECUS. ECCLESLE SOLAMEN.
OBIIT MONACHII. PRIDIE IDUS. APRIL 1838.
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INTRODUCTION.

PART 1.

NATURE, EXTENT, AND SOURCES OF SYMBOLISM.

By Symbolism we understand the scientific exposition
of the doctrinal differences among the various religious
parties opposed to each other, in consequence of the
ecclesiastical revolution of the sixteenth century, as
these doctrinal differences are evidenced by the public
confessions or symbolical books of those parties. From
this definition it follows :

First, that Symbolism has directly and immediately
neither a polemical nor apologetical aim. It has only
to give a statement, to furnish a solid and impartial
account, of the differences which divide the above-men-
tioned Christian communities. This exposition, doubt-
less, will indirectly assume, partly a defensive, partly an
offensive, character ; for the personal conviction of the
writer will involuntarily appear, and be heard, some-
times in the tone of adhesion and commendation, some-
times in the tone of reproof and contradiction. Still,
the mere explanatory and narrative character of Sym-
bolism is thereby as little impaired, as that of the
historical relation, in which the historian conceals
not his own personal opinion respecting the personages
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brought forward and the facts recounted. The claims
of a deeper science, especially, cannot be satisfied
unless the exposition occasionally assume, in part a
polemical, in part an apologetical, character. A bare
narrative of facts, even when accompanied with the
most impartial and most solid historical research, will
not suffice ; nay, the individual proportions of a system
of doctrine must be set forth, in their mutual concatena-
tion and their organic connection. Here, it will be
necessary to decompose a dogma into the elements out
of which it has been formed, and to reduce it to the
ultimate principles whereby its author had been de-
termined ; there, it will be expedient to trace the mani-
fold changes which have occurred in the dogma: but
at all times must the parts of the system be viewed in
their relation to the whole, and be referred to the
fundamental and all-pervading idea. During this ana-
lytic process,—without which a true, profound, and
vivid apprehension of the essential nature of the dif-
ferent confessions is absolutely impossible,—the relation
of these to the gospel, and to Christian reason, must
necessarily be brought out, and the conformity of the
one, and the opposition of the other, to universally
acknowledged truths, must follow as a matter of course.
In this way, indeed, Symbolism becomes the most co-
gent apology, or allusive refutation, without designing
to be, in itself, either the one or the other.

Secondly, in the definition we have given, the limits
and extent of our course of Symbolism have been ex-
pressed. For, as they are only those ecclesiastical
differences that sprang out of the convulsions of the
sixteenth century, that form the subject of our in-
vestigations, so all those religious communities that
have arisen out of earlier exclusion or voluntary
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secession from the Church, even though they may
have protracted their existence down to our times,
will necessarily be excluded from the range of our en-
quiries. Hence, the course of doctrinal disputes in
the Oriental Church will not engage our attention.
The religious ferment of the sixteenth century, and the
ecclesiastical controversies which it produced, are of
a totally different nature from the contest which divides
the Western and Eastern Churches. The controversy,
agitated in the West, regards exclusively Christian
anthropology ; for it will be shown, that, whatever
other things may be connected with this, they are all
mere necessary deductions from the answer, given to
the anthropological question mooted by the Reformers.
The controversy, on the other hand, agitated in the
East, has reference to Christology; for it would be
strange indeed, if the orthodox Greek Church, whose
dispute with the Catholic regards no doctrine of faith,
were alone to claim attention; while the Nestorians
and the Monophysites, who are separated from Catho-
lics, orthodox Greeks, and Protestants, by real doctrinal
differences, were to be excluded from the enquiry.
But the special objects of our undertaking neither
occasion nor justify so extended a discussion. An
account of these doctrinal differences has, moreover,
appeared to us uncalled for, since even the most
abridged ecclesiastical history furnishes, respecting all
these phenomena, more information than is requisite for
practical purposes. In fact, no present interest con-
ducts us to the Oriental Church and its various sub-
divisions; for, although the ancient disagreement of
these communities with the Catholic and Protestant
Churches still continues, it is at present without real
and vital influence.
l 2
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On the other hand, the doctrinal peculiarities of the
Lutheran and Reformed Churches, in opposition to the
Catholic Church, as well as to each other, must be set
forth with the utmost precision, and in every possible
bearing, as must also be the positions of the Catholic
Church against the negations of the two former. It
might, indeed, appear proper to presuppose a general
acquaintance with the Catholic dogmas, as asserted and
maintained against the Reformers, in the same way as
Plank, in his Comparative View of the Churches, has
presupposed the knowledge of the Lutheran system of
doctrine. But, as the tenets of Protestants have sprung
only out of opposition to Catholic doctrine, they can be
understood only in this opposition : and, therefore, the
Catholic thesis must be paralleled with the Protestant
anti-thesis, and compared with it in all its bearings, if
the latter would be duly appreciated. On the other
hand, the Catholic doctrine will then only appear in
its true light, when confronted with the Protestant.
The present comparative view of the differences be-
tween the Christian confessions, is besides, as indicated
in the Preface, destined for Protestant readers also ;
but that these on an average possess more than a super-_
ficial acquaintance with Catholic doctrine, we cannot
here reasonably suppose.

The