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ORIGINAL DEDICATION,
TO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS AUGUSTUS FREDERIC,

DUKE OF SUSSEX AND INVERNESS,
BARON ARKLOW,

M.W. GRAND MASTER OF MASONS, &c. &c.

———

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS,

I Take the liberty to dedicate a Book on
Masonry to you. Your rank at the head of the
Fraternity, and high station in society, distinguish
you as the fittest personage to patronize such a
work. It will, I expect, prove instructive and
profitable to Masons in particular, and induce men
in general, who read it, to appreciate the Masonic
principle in its truth and virtue. My intention in
writing it is to supply a dmderatum, viz., a volume
containing the instructions, documents, and disci-
pline of the Masonic Economy, in all its bearings.
The use of it must be obvious. It will plainly and
completely tell the Craft their eternal and temporal
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obligations, and afford the uninitiated a fair review
and estimate of Masonry, as much as it can be
universally known in the reflection and effect of
its benefit and beauty.

It argues well for your Royal Highness’s head
and heart, that you are warmly interested in pro-
moting Masonry. Your presiding with ability, as
you do, in the Chair of the Grand Lodge, (in
which the Prince Regent presided before, and a
popular nobleman at present going to shed lustre
on his Majesty’s Eastern Empire, sat as an
applaude(i Substitute) superadds a bright advan-
tage to the cause, and promises a better era to
Masons. Masons already look up to your Royal
Highness as their MEeczn~as. Your presidency
is hailed as the day-spring from on high to dissi-
pate the darkness which obscures Masonry, and to
develope its learning and benevolence. Masonry,
we know, is calculated to ameliorate man in the
world—to make him imitate the Divine Architect’s
attributes, and so to superinduce the Maker’s image
in the human mind. Its progress and encourage-
ment, if so, is very good. From the common con-
dition of man in the multitude, and its own peculiar
constitution, Masonry must be confined and limited
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atall times. However, if it be judiciously managed,
it will tend to humanize and bless mankind. So
the occult operation of elementary fire insinuates
its powers, and feeds all nature,—its fostering heat
is every where, and its fervent force is found in
each material substance. May the warmth and
light of Masonry be regulated and directed by
means of your Royal Highness, diffusing solid
comfort and satisfactory entertainment in the com-
munity, assisting the advancement of the Arts and
Sciences, and inspiring your own illustrious breast
with the consolations arising from a consciousness
of doing good. In the faithful spirit of this sacred
sentiment, I beg to subscribe myself,

May it please your Royal Highness,

Your very obedient Servant,
And truly devoted Fellow-Member of

The Fraternity of Freemasons,
JONATHAN ASHE, p.p., M.M.

Bristol, Nov. 1, 1813.






TO

THE ANCIENT FRATERNITY

OF

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.

WORTHY BRETHREN,

I feel it necessary to address you in editing a
new work on Masonry. Many among you are
aware that a Masonic MaNvaL was wanted, both
for lodges and individuals, in order to supply a
summary of the principles and duties of the Brother-
hood, as much as the economy of Masonry can or_
ought to be explained in such a manner. I humbly
hope that I have succeeded in contracting and
combining the spirit and provisions of Masonry, so
as to present the analysis and interest of it in an
unperplexed and undivided body of obligation and
ethics. In the progress of this interesting task,
which I found more arduous than I expected, I
had to consult the recorded history and detached
writings of Masons in every age and era of the
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world. As I disclaim originality I shall not be
accused of plagiarism, and it might be even prolix
to enumerate the sources and authorities from which
I derived and took my materials. I do think it
right, however, to mention the respected names of
PrestoN, SmitH, FurnoueH, and CaLcorT,' as
authors to whom I am particularly indebted for
enabling me to preserve a regulated arrangement
in setting forth the doctrine and discipline of
Masonry.

A member, as I am, of the sacred profession,
some blame may be attached to me for writing on
Masonry. I have been an admirer of it for many
years; and I hope that my illustration of it in this
book will exculpate me from the charge of pro-
faneness in being a Mason, and continuing to
admire its principles. If its economy be some-
times subject to abuse, it may be well asked, what
system or institution of human society can be kept
entirely incontaminate? My book cannot fail to
have some tendency to disabuse Masonry, and
rescue it from the unfair obloquy frequently cast
upon it by individuals, however gifted they might
be, who possessed neither opportunity or candour
duly or truly to appreciate its merits. A few men

1 It is rather extraordinary that our worthy brother should
have omitted the name of HuTcHINsON, when enumerating the
authors to whose labours he had been indebted in the compila- *
tion of his work; because he has borrowed more matter from
¢« The Spirit of Masonry,” than from all the rest combined.—
Epitor.
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of talent have attacked it with some apparent
success, but I need not observe to Masons that
they were, after all their efforts, impotent assailants.
Truth may be aspersed and traduced, but it cannot
be destroyed, or put down from the adamantine
basis on which it stands. In kingdoms and dynas-
ties of despotism, Masonry was always watched with
jealousy, if not excluded by tyranny. But the
Government of England was never hostile to it,
because, being founded in the genius of civil
liberty, it always made truth its ally. In France,
at any time, Masonry could not be tolerated by the
ruling powers.? Arbitrary sovereignty extinguishes

? The French Masons, during the last century, spoke of
English Freemasonry in the most absurd and improbable terms,
classing it amongst societies of a ridiculous tendency, which
they ignorantly affirm we call coteries. ¢ Les Cotteries de Gras
et de Maigres, des Rois, de St. George, des Voisons logés dans
une méme rue ; des Nigauds et des Buveurs de Bierre de Bruns-
wick, des Duellistes, de Deux Sols, des Laids, des Gauds au
frange, des Amoureux ; la Cotterie Eternelle, et nombre d’autres.
La Cotterie Eternelle, qui n’a été instituée que vers la fin du
guerres civiles d’Angleterre, et qui a souffert quelques interrup-
tions, avoit pourtant déja consommé au commencement de ce
siéele, cinquante tonneaux de tabac, trente mille piéces du
bierre, mille bariques du vin rouge de Portugal, deux cens pipes
d'eau-de-vie, &c.” The author adds, that by Freemasons * la
bouteille s’appelle baril; il y a qui disent barique, cela est
indifferent. On donne au vin le nom de poudre, aussi bien qu’a
P’cau : avec cette différence, que 1’un est poudre rouge, et I'autre
Poudre blanche. Onn’aque de gobelets, qu’on appelle canons.”
(L'Ordre des Franc Masons trahi; par I' Abbé Perau, p.13,41.)
What superlative trash is this! —EDrToR.
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the spirit of discussion, whenever individuals pre-
sume to erect themselves into a private or secret
body. And should even the story which the Abbe
Baruel published with such sounding solemnity,
be founded in truth, the charge cannot come home
to British Masons, composed as they are of the
sovereign himself, the sons of the sovereign, and
the nobility of the realm, as well as the most loyal
and excellent supporters of the constitution and
commonwealth. Indeed, Baruel sufficiently invali-
dated his own allegations against Masons. It is plain
that every Masonic lodge to which he was admitted,
(without taking the necessary obligations which
guard Masonry, as if by ¢“a flaming sword,”)
constituted merely a secret club of Jacobins, as
sanguinary as the original conspirators who met
in the Rue de St. Jacques. His charges thus fall
to the ground; and it is evident that he is an
enemy to British freedom, and also ignorant of
Masonry, to all its intents and purposes.

Baruel’s book is, no doubt, not only a libel
on Masonry, but insidiously libellous to the civil
and religious polity, which Britons support as the
pure eternal head-spring out of which all their
benefits and blessings flow, and to which Masons
never cease to wish prosperity in the sentiment of
Father Paul—Esto Perpetua!!!

The writer of this work will be sorry, indeed, if
it frustrate his expectations of utility in its circu-
lation. For the entertainment of Masons it was
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chiefly made, and it is fondly hoped it will afford
them a considerable degree of information and use.
In this laudable expectation it is submitted by the
author, who begs to subscribe himself, with faithful
good wishes for the success of Masonry, and the
honour and advantage of all its members,

Their truly Obedient Servant,
Friend and Brother,

JONATHAN ASHE, D.D.,, M.M.

Bristol, Nov. 1813.



THE EDITOR’S ADDRESS.

———

TaE appearance of a New Edition of the Maso-
~Nic MaNvaL, demands a few observations from its
Editor. It has undergone a thorough revision, and
many verbal amendments have been introduced, as
will appear from a comparison with the former
editions. And this is not the only improvement
which has been attempted. Explanatory notes
have been added; and it is hoped the inquiring
brother may derive some important information
from these desultory appendages.

The work -contains much of the morality which
had been interwoven into the Lectures of Masonry,
as they existed at the time when it was written;
and many ceremonial details have also been incor-
porated into its pages. - And although considerable
alterations have been made in the Lectures since
that period, they have not materially affected those
portions of the symbolical system which have been
here introduced. With indefatigable industry, our
author has selected the most valuable illustrations
from all the authentic publications on Masonry,
and has arranged them in such a manner as to form
a consecutive series of Arguments which may be
delivered from the Chair of a L« Jge with benefit
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to the hearers. He has succeeded in stringing
together a constellation of gems, against the purity
of which the most inveterate sceptic can find
nothing to object.

It is true, and I make the admission with regret,
that some of our own brethren—men of rank, talent,
and virtue—appear to entertain a repugnance to
the promulgation, through the press, of Masonic
writings. This is undoubtedly an error in judg-
ment, although it may originate in the purest
feelings for the prevalence of truth and moral
rectitude. Had it not been for the influence of
recent publications on Masonry, delineating its
moral tendency, its science, and its philosophy,
I am persuaded the Order would not now have
been in existence. Half a century ago public
feeling was in arms against it;—prejudice had
arrayed it in the garb of vice, irreligion, and
atheism ;—it was represented as a monster of
iniquity, brooding in its occult lodges over the
contemplated destruction of civil and religious
order amongst mankind, whilst writers of character
and talent denounced it from the press.' Their

1 Thus, Le Franc, who wrote shortly after the French Revolu-
tion, designated Freemasonry as < a hidden and emblematical
system of Equality and Deism ; ” and undertook to demonstrate
that it menaced approaching ruin both to Church and State.”
The Abbe Baruel was still more plain and pointed. He pro-
fessed to ¢ explain the means and succours which Freemasonry
afforded to' the modern sophisters in the French Revolution,
and to show how much it threatened the social orders of the
world,” (vol. ii,, p. 262). A little further on he says, ¢ those
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confident assertions were received with avidity
at that awful period of political agitation, and
excited against the Craft the bitterest feelings of
hatred and ill-will; and if they had remained
unanswered, through an injudicious aversion to
publications on Freemasonry, the Order would
have been in danger of total annihilation. It
was saved by the zeal of a few intrepid Masonic
authors.

What is the state of Freemasonry now? Since
her cause has been advocated from the press, the
charges urged against her with such pertinacity
and confidence have been discovered to be ground-
less and untrue ; the torrent which threatened to
overwhelm her has exhausted its force; numerous
flourishing lodges exist where Masonry was formerly
a by-word and a reproach; the numbers of the
brethren have doubled and trebled; her charities
are abundant; her members virtuous and happy ;
and never was there a time in the annals of Masonry,
when she was such a blessing to the brethren at

did not mislead us who, formerly initiated into those mysteries,
at length owned that they had been dupes; that all that equality
and liberty, which they bad treated as mere play, had already
proved a most desperate game for their country, and might bring
ruin on the whole universe. And I have met with many of these
adepts since the revolution, both in France and elsewhere, who
had formerly been zealous Masons, but latterly confessing with
bitterness this fatal secret, which reduces the whole science of
Masonry, like the French Revolution, to these two words,
Equality and Liberty.” (p. 268.) These charges, dnd others of
a still more serious nature and tendency, were re-echoed by Pro-
fessor Robison and others, to the great detriment of the order.
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large; and in such general estimation amongst
those who have not been admitted into her com-
munion. All this amount of good I have no
hesitation in attributing, almost solely, to the judi-
cious publications on the subject of Masonry which
have appeared during the present and the latter
end of the last century; and much of it to the
leading periodical and organ of the Craft—the
« Freemason’s Quarterly Review.”

As an evidence of the accuracy of this deduction,
the present state of Freemasonry in America, (not-
withstanding a most unfavourable occurrence which
was calculated to throw it into the shade a few
years ago), may be safely cited. It has a Grand
Lodge in every State; and at least one periodical
under the patronage of every Grand Lodge. Prizes
are offered annually for the best Essay on the true
principles of the Craft, which is published by
authority; and the transactions of Grand Lodge
are distributed in the form of a printed pamphlet
throughout the world. In consequence of these
judicious proceedings, I am told that almost every
third male adult throughout the whole population,
eligible for admission into the order, is a Mason, and
as we learn from the printed Transactions of the
Grand Lodge of New York,? Dec. 2, 1840, ¢ the

2 At the above Grand Lodge, the M. W. Grand Master made
the following gratifying communication to the brethren. He
said, ¢ The duties of the Masonic governments correspond with
those of the civil governments of states ; they are to promote the
peace, security, prosperity, and happiness of the people; in times
of danger to afford protection, by the wise application of their
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Institution flourishes in all the States with vigour
and beauty.”

own powers, or by the powers of their allies; in periods of
prosperity, to give the best direction to the cyrrent of popular
activity, by the elevation of the standard of knowledge and
virtue, and by cultivating foreign relations and internal improve-
ments. Such has been the course pursued by this Grand Lodge,
steadily and undeviatingly, through the whole period of the pre-
sent Grand Mastership. Amongst the means which have been
adopted to strengthen and secure the union, integrity, and purity
of the order, is the system which is now gradually going into
operation, and which, when fully developed, will concentrate in
this body every facility for the communication and reception of
intelligence, and for the cultivation of those fraternal relations
throughout the world which constitute the UNITY, USEFULNESS,
and GLoRY of our institution. Everywhere within this jurisdic-
tion there exists a strong desire for information, not only as to
what. this Grand Lodge is doing, but what all other Grand
Lodges are doing. 'This desire after information on all subjects
relating to the progress and state of the order, affords a sure evi-
dence that the spirit of the institution is vigorous and active ;

and it is the duty, and has been the determination, of the Grand

Officers to afford every encouragement to the increase and diffu-

sion of useful knowledge. Our foreign correspondence has been

largely extended, and is still advancing in extent and interest,

and the result has been an increased demand for the publications

of this Grand Lodge, so that the very large editions of the Tran-

sactions usually printed will now scarcely suffice. At the same

Grand Lodge, the Grand Secretary asked permission to present

the prospectus of a work which he contemplated publishing,
under the title of a ¢ Portrait Gallery of Eminent American

Freemasons, and History of the Masonic Institution in the

United States.’” The proposed address to the Fraternity and the

prospectus were then read ; whereupon the following Resolution
was unanimously adopted:—¢ That this Grand Lodge highly
approve of the proposed work of the Rt. W. Grand Secretary,
entitled the Portrait Gallery of Eminent American Freemasons,
and recommend it to the patronage of the Fraternity.’ »
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From these facts and arguments the conclusion
is inevitable, that a discouragement of judicious
publications on the subject of Masonry is decidedly
prejudicial to the Order; because it would have a
tendency to prevent the dissemination of Masonic
principles, and obstruct their certain effect—the
amelioration of public morals, and the diffusion of
a genial system of science and philosophy, which
would essentially conduce to the best interests of
religion and virtue.

Scopwick Vicarage, Aug. 14th, 1843.



PROGRAMME OF THE MASONIC MANUAL.

TuE author of the « Masonic Manual” ventures
to invite the attention of the public to a subject,
which has for several years excited considerable
curiosity, but no profound or solid investigation.

In accompanying him through this arduous duty,
he trusts the reader will not expect from him a
rhetoric to admire, or an eloquence to applaud :
these are endowments which the Mason has neither
leisure to cultivate nor to acquire; therefore, he has
aimed at nothing but simplicity and truth, and has
even divested himself of such technical terms as
might perplex the reason of those who are not
desirous of entering into useless refinements, and
tedious abstractions.

Long has the greater part of mankind laboured
under prejudices against Masonry, which might
have been avoided by an acquaintance with the
manners and principles of that ancient society.
During the study of most sciences, we notice im-
provements unknown to the majority of the people ;
and in no one instance have they become more
conspicuous than in the study of Masonry, and
particularly that portion of it which relates to the
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origin and progress of that truly sublime establish-
ment.

Since the wild conjectures of deluded men were
banished from the annals of Masonry, the study of
Masonry has become one of the most useful and
pleasing to all of an enlightened understanding.
In the “ Masonic Manual” the science is charac-
terised by a manner hostile only to the pride of the
pedantic scholar. The author has the honour to
open some of the most extensive scenes—let their
magnificence lead the intelligent. An entrance is
desired, that the wonderful greatness and wisdom
displayed in the system of Masonry may be con-
templated with rapture, in parts neglected by the
vulgar as a ¢ dreary void.” For his part, although
imperious circumstances frequently compelled him
to suspend his views, still he brought with him an
undecayed sensibility to their attractions, and a
determination to perform his duty with all the
assiduity and zeal he was capable of exerting on so
grand and important an occasion.

It is not a little to the honour of the present age,
that so many gentlemen of liberal fortune and
respectable families have dedicated much of their
time, and not a little of their wealth, to sustain the
cause of Masonic science and Masonic character.
This observation will, undoubtedly, from the asso-
ciation of ideas, recall the names of Preston, of
Smith, of Furnough, and of Calcott, to familiar
recollection. .

Of the writers on Masonry, the author mentions



XX PROGRAMME.

the names of those who have endeavoured to make
themselves acquainted with the object of his imme-
diate investigation. And yet how imperfect was the
information they obtained! However, his object is
not to criticise, but to inform. What others have
not done he has endeavoured to do. And if the
sublimity of a subject can exalt an author, he
flatters himself this Dissertation on Masonry will
raise him to the top of the compass.

That the society of Free and Accepted Masons
possess a grand secret among themselves, is an
undoubted fact; what this grand secret is, or of
what unknown materials it consists, mankind in
general, not dignified with the order, have made
the most ridiculous suppositions ; the ignorant have
thought that we confer with the devil, and many
other contemptible surmises have been promulgated,
too tedious to mention and too dull to laugh at;
while the more polished part of mankind puzzle
themselves with reflections more refined, though
equally absurd. To dispel the opinionative mist, is
the author’s intention; and, however rash the step
may be thought, that he, a mere atom in the grand
system, should attempt so difficult, so nice a task,
yet he flatters himself that he shall net only get
clear over it, but also meet with the united plaudits
both of the public and of his brethren.

Religion, morality, Masonic polity, in fine, every
thing important and interesting has been carefully
selected, to add to the illumination of the ¢ Masonic
Manual.” But while the affairs of Masonry have
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been its prominent trait, no pains were spared to
render it worthy the perusal of the classic and the
statesman ; nor is it so silent on science in general
as not to be capable of contributing to the infor-
mation and amusement of all classes. To detect
sophistry, to denounce cabal, are its unremitting
endeavours. In defeating the designs of the dis-
affected, in frustrating the machinations of the
ill-disposed, in unmasking the factious spirit of an
organised opposition to Masonry, its utmost efforts
are constantly exerted. It forms, upon the whole,
a standard of Masonic principles, adapted not only
to subdue a spirit of opposition, but also to check
the progress of etror, as likewise to infuse through-
out the order a true Masonic ardour, with a refined
sense of honour, a rigid regard for discipline, sound
principles of science, and an exalted notion of in-
dependence, with a becoming reverence for the
institution. In the exposure of error, in the pursuit
of prejudice, it endeavours to aid the energies of
the brethren; and for the overthrow of licentious-
ness, which otherwise must effect the abridgement
of Masonic liberty, it never relaxes in its efforts to
excite the resources of the society.

It has been the peculiar province of this work to
offer many ideas that have escaped its contempo-
raries ; and amongst its proud features of distinction
are those of virtue, consistency, and principle.

Such is the nature of the ¢ Masonic Manual.”
By the unadulterated purity of its principles it must
ultimately command the admiration of all parties,
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and cannot fail to extort a degree of approbation
from the candour even of those whom it reluctantly
condemns. Though it may be the object of others
to divest public opinion of all respect for Masonry
—of all love for that illustrious order, it has been
the endeavour of the author to guard them against
the consequences of such conduct, so sedulously
broached for the poisoning of their minds, the cor-
ruption of their manners, the contaminating those
sources of comfort and distinction which gladden
and adorn social life. In the exposure of miscon-
duct, in the reprobation of imposture, his only aim
has been to correct error, and to work amendment.
That he has not altogether failed in his attempts,
may be collected from a reference to the work, and
for which the author solicits the patronage of the
public and the fraternity.
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ARGUMENT L

ON THE NATURE AND NECESSITY OF THE MASONIC S8OCIETY,
AND THE DUTY INCUMBENT ON MASONS TO ACT AS UPRIGHT
AND HONOURABLE MEN,

Ir we duly consider Man, we shall find him a
social being; and, in effect, such is his nature, that
he cannot well subsist alone: for out of society he
could neither preserve life, display nor perfect his
faculties and talents, nor attain any real or solid
happiness. Had not the God of Nature intended’
him for society, he would never have formed him
subject to such a variety of wants and infirmities.
This would have been highly inconsistent with
divine wisdom, and the regularity of divine omni-
science: on the contrary, the very necessities of
human nature unite men together, and fix them in
a state of mutual dependence on one another. For,
select the most perfect and accomplished of the
human race,—a Hercules or a Sampson, a Bacon
or a Boyle, a Locke or a Newton ; nay, we need not
except Solomon himself,—and suppose him fixed
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alone, even in this happy country, where Nature,
from her bounteous stores, seems to have formed
another Eden, and we should soon find him deplo-
rably wretched; and by being destitute of social
intercourse, deprived of every shadow of happiness.

Therefore, for the establishment of our felicity,
Providence, in its general system with regard to the
government of this world, has ordained a reciprocal
connection between all the various parts of it, which
cannot subsist without a mutual dependence ; and
from the human species down to the lowest parts of
the creation, one chain unites all nature. This is
excellently observed, and beautifully described, by
a celebrated poet, in the following lines:

God in the nature of each being founds

Its proper bliss, and sets its proper bounds ;
But as he formed a whole, the whole to bless,
On mutual wants built mutual happiness.

So from the first eternal order ran,

And creature link'd to creature, man to man.

Pork.

Under these circumstances, men must of necessity
form associations for their comfort and defence, as
well as for their very existence. Had revelation
been altogether silent on this point, yet we might
by the mere light of nature have easily discovered
it to be our duty to be kindly affectioned one to
another. No system can be more agreeable to the
common sentiments of mankind, nothing built upon
surer terms of equity and reason, than that I should
treat my fellow-creature with the same candour and
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benevolence, with the same affection and sincerity,
I should expect myself. It is true this was not
delivered in express words till the time of Moses,
nor so fully explained and understood as at the
coming of the prophets. Yet we have great reason
to believe that it was the first law revealed to Adam,
immediately upon his fall, and was a genuine pre-
cept of uncorrupted nature. That every one is
naturally an enemy to his neighbour, was the male-
volent assertion of the late philosopher, Hobbs, one,
who vainly thinking himself deeper versed in the
principles of man than any before him, and having
miserably corrupted his own mind by many wild
extravagancies, concluded, from such acquired cor-
ruption, that all men were naturally the same.
How to reconcile a tenet of this kind with the
justice and goodness of a Supreme Being, seems a
task too difficult for the most knowing person to
execute; and the author himself was contented
barely to lay it down, without the least show of
argument in its defence. That God should be a
being of infinite justice, creating us in a necessary
state of dependence on, and at the same time bring
us into the world with inclinations of enmity and
cruelty towards each other, is a contradiction so
palpable, as no man can assert, consistently with a
reverential notion of his Maker. And were there
no sufficient proofs against it, even from our imper-
fect ideas of the Creator, the very laws of nature
would confute it. By the law of nature, I would

be understood to mean, that will of God which is
B2
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discoverable to us by the light of reason, without
the assistance of revelation. Now nothing is more
evident than this grand maxim: that whatever prin-~
ciples and actions have an inseparable connection
with the public happiness, and are necessary to the
well-being of society, are fundamental laws of
nature, and bear the stamp of divine authority.

This will more evidently appear from the follow-
ing consideration. When the Grand Architect of
the universe had with the greatest wisdom, and
most exact proportion, formed this globe, and reple-
nished it with every thing necessary for life and
ornament, he last of all created man, after his own
image, endowing him with rational and immortal
powers, adequate to the present and future happi-
ness for which he was designed.

But though he found himself in Paradise, where
every thing abounded for his sustenance and delight,
yet for want of a creature of the same rational
nature with himself, his felicity was incomplete; so
much did the innate ideas of society possess and
influence the human mind from its first existence,
that the highest enjoyments, without participation,
were tasteless and unaffecting ; a strong proof
that even in the original state of human nature,
selfish and narrow principles had no share; and
that to communicate blessings was to increase them.
To gratify his wishes, enlarge his mind, and esta-
blish his before imperfect happiness, God created
an help-mate for him, ¢ Woman, his last best
gift;” thereby enabling him to exchange the soli-




MASONIC MANUAL. 5

tary for the social life; an imperfect for a perfect
bliss! Now the human mind began to expand; a
new train of ideas and affections succeeded; its
joys were increased, and its wishes accomplished.
These dispositions were continued with the species,
and man has ever since had recourse to society as
an essential means to humanise his heart, and
ameliorate the enjoyments of life.

But, alas! he being created free in the exercise
of the faculties, both of body and mind, and these
faculties being vitiated by sin in our first parents,
the taint became hereditary, and soon broke out
in symptoms which foreboded destruction to the
peace and happiness of the world. Cain furnished
an early and terrible instance of the truth of this
assertion, when, of the first two brothers that ever
were on earth, one fell a victim to the envious fury
of the other, and demonstrated that a train of new
passions had taken possession of the human heart.
Envy, hatred, and revenge now made their appear-
ance, and bloodshed and discord followed. Ties of
consanguinity first cemented mankind; but after
the sons of Noah had rendered the earth more popu-
lous, and the confusion of languages had separated
one family from another, vice and impiety boldly
reared their heads. Therefore, to remedy these
dreadful evils, and avert their consequences, the
uniting various men, and different orders, in the
bond of friendship, seemed the best and surest
method ; and was, indeed, the greatest and most
effectual defence against the universal depravity of
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corrupted human nature: it was here alone pro-
tection could be had from the attacks of violence,
or the insinuations of fraud, from the force of brutal
strength, or the snares of guilty design.

Further to promote these ends, and secure such
blessings, laws were now necessarily introduced for
the safety and advantage of every individual; and
of their good effects, we in this nation ought to be
better judges than the whole world besides, for
ours we may extol, as St. Paul expresses himself,
« in confidence of boasting.”

If we confine ourselves to particular parts of
society, and treat the bodies of men, who, though
members of, and subordinate to the general sys-
tem, unite themselves into distinct communities,
for their own immediate advantage, and relatively
for the public benefit, we shall find some entering
into such associations upon different views to
answer various purposes. We, of this nation in
particular, fear no enemy at our gates, no violence
from our neighbours, and 1 hope no treachery
from our friends ; but assemble with men of similar
opinions and manners, not out of necessity for the
preservation of our lives, but to render them more
beneficial to others, and pleasing to ourselves; by
enabling us to perform those duties, and afford
that assistance to each other in a united capacity,
which as individuals we were unable to do.

To this kind of associations I shall confine my-
self in the following work ; and shall treat on the
ancient institution of Free and Accepted Masons
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in particular, an establishment founded on the
benevolent intention of extending and confirming
mutual happiness, upon the best and truest prin-
ciples of moral and gocial virtue.!

For among many instances of the above truth,
apparent to every intelligent person, let us reflect,
that in all societies and governments there are some
indigent and miserable, whom we are taught to
regard as objects of our compassion and our bounty;
and it is our indispensable duty to aid such with our
counsel, commiserate their afflictions, and relieve
them in their distress.

*Tis what the happy to th’ unhappy owe,
For what man gives, the gods on him bestow.
Pork.

This principle is the bond of peace, and the
cement of Masonic affection. Freemasons esteem
it a virtue of the most diffusive nature, not to be
confined to particular persons, but extended to
the whole human race, to administer assistance to
whom it is their highest pride, and their utmost
wish, establishing friendships, and forming con-
nections, not by receiving, but conferring benefits.
As soon might the builder alone work through each

1 To use the words of an elegant writer, Freemasonry is an
institution, not as the ignorant and uninstructed vainly suppose,
founded on unmeaning mystery, for the encouragement of baccha-
nalian festivity, and support of mere good fellowship ; but an
institution founded on eternal reason and truth, whose deep basis
is the civilization of mankind ; and whose everlasting glory is to
have the immovable support of those two mighty pillars—science
and morality.— Eprror.
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tedious course of an edifice without the assistance
of his fellow-craftsmen, as poor helpless unassisted
man, toil through each chequered stage of human
life.

The  Almighty has therefore furnished men with
different capacities, and blessed them with various
powers, that they may be mutually beneficial and
serviceable to each other; and, indeed, wherever
we turn our eyes and thoughts, we shall find scope
sufficient to employ those capacities, and exercise
those powers, agreeably to the celebrated mazim of
the great Socratic disciple, that we are not born
for ourselves alone.

That we may not be too much elevated with the
contemplation of our own abundance, we should
consider, no man comes into this world without
imperfections ; that we may not decline being
serviceable to our fellow-creatures, we should re-
flect, that all have their portion for improvement;
that we may not be remiss nor reluctant in good
offices, we should remind ourselves, however affluent
our fortune, we are not entirely independent of
others, and where much is given much will be
required. We are commanded to be fruitful in
good works; and throughout the whole creation we
shall find no precedent for inutility or indolence,
for he that contributes neither study, labour, nor
fortune to the public, is a deserter of the commu-
nity. All human affections, if directed by the
governing principle of reason, tend to promote
some useful purpose. Compassion, if properly
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exerted, is the most beneficial of all human virtues,
extending itself to a greater number of objects,
exciting more lasting degrees of happiness, than
any other. Some affections are indeed more fierce
and violent, but their action, like a sudden explo-
sion of combustibles, is no sooner begun than its
force is spent.

The rational, the manly pleasure, which neces-
sarily accompanies compassion, can only be known
to those who have experienced its effects; for who
ever relieved the indigent, and did not at the same
time receive the highest gratification? To see a
fellow-creature labouring in agony and pain, or
struggling under the oppressive burthen of helpless-
ness and want, presently raises pity in the human
breast, induces us to sympathise with the object in
his distress, and inspires us with the tender dispo-
sitions of charity and assistance.

If our pleasure were to be estimated in propor-
tion to its extent and duration, that of doing good
must rival and outshine all others of which the mind
is susceptible, being both from its nature, and the
variety of objects on which it acts, greatly superior
to the fleeting and unsatisfactory enjoyment arising
from the gratification of our sensual appetites.
Hence compassion, both on account of its duration,
from its pleasing effects, and its unbounded utility
to the world, ought to be highly valued and duly
cultivated by all who consult their own felicity, or
the prosperity and interest of that country or people
to whom they belong.

B3
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It would be absurd to dwell longer on this head,
as I am addressing a body who in every age, from
the earliest times to this present day,? have been
justly celebrated for their disinterested liberality,
and whose proceedings have been constantly directed
by the desire of doing good to, and promoting the
happiness of every individual.

From the foregoing considerations, the necessity
of constituting particular societies, is strikingly
obvious ; for, next to the veneration of the Supreme
Being, the love of mankind seems to be the most
promising source of real satisfaction: it is a never-
failing one to him who, possessed of this principle,
enjoys also the means of indulging it; and who
makes the superiority of his fortune, his knowledge,
or his power, subservient to the wants of his fellow-
creatures. It is true, there are few whose abilities
or fortunes are so adapted to the necessities and
infirmities of human nature, as to render them
capable of performing works of universal benefi-
cence; but a spirit of universal benevolence may
be exercised by all: and the bounteous Father of
Nature has not proportioned the pleasure to the
greatness of the effect, but to the greatness of the
cause. Here let not my meaning be mistaken: I

2 « Solon, Plato, and Pythagoras, and from them the Grecian
literati in general, were obliged for their learning, in a great
measure, to Masonry, and the labours of some of our ancient
brethren. They fetched their knowledge from afar, and bor-
rowed their philosophy from the inscriptions of Egyptian
columns, and the hieroglyphical figures of the sacred pillars of
Hermes.” (Sermon at Gloucester, 1752,)~~EDITOR,
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would not be understood to insinuate that we are
so obliged to be bountiful that nething will excuse
us; for it is an universal maxim among Masons,
that justice must precede charity;” and except
where the exigences of the distressed call for
immediate relief, we should always recollect our
natural connections, and debts to the world, when-
ever our disposition may prompt us to bestow any
singular bounty. And, give me leave to observe,
it is not the idle, indolent, or extravagant, but the
industrious, though distressed brother, who has a
just title to our extraordinary beneficence; a cir-
cumstance that ought always to direct the exertion
of the above virtue.

Having thus, in some measure, deduced the
nature and necessity of society, and in part shown
the duties incumbent upon us as members of it,
may we as upright men and Masons faithfully dis-
charge the duties of our various stations ; and above
all, be ever ready to do to others as we could in
their circumstances reasonably wish to be done
unto !? :

They who move in a higher sphere, have indeed

3 Baron Bielfield, Chancellor of the Prussian Universities,
when considering the propriety of becoming a Mason, says,
“One reflection that dissipated my scruples, and hastened my
reception, was, that I knew this order to be composed of a
great number of very worthy men; men who, I was sure, would
never have twice entered a lodge, if anything bad passed there
that was in the least incompatible with a character of the strictest
virtue."—EpiToR,
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a larger province wherein to do good ; but those of
an inferior degree will be as eminently distinguished
in the mansions of bliss, if they move regularly, if
they are useful members of society, as the highest.
He who performs his part best, not he who per-
sonates an exalted character, will .meet with
applause. For the moon, though it borrows its
light from the sun, also sets forth the glory of God ;
and the flowers of the field declare a providence
equally with the stars of the firmament.

To conclude, then, let me exhort all my worthy
brethren to be diligent in the cultivation of every
moral and social virtue; for so long do we act
consistently with the principles of our venerable
institution. Then what has been said, though on
an occasion far more important to mankind, may
not improperly be appropriated as the badge of our
respectable order, ¢ By this shall all men know
that you belong to the brethren, if your hearts glow
with affection, not to Masons alone, but to the
whole race of mankind.” And well, indeed, may
ours be called a happy institution ! whose supreme
wish is founded on the truest source of felicity, and
whose warmest endeavours are ever exerted in
cementing the ties of human nature by acts of
benevolence, charity, and social affection ; and who,
amidst the corruption and immorality of the latter
ages, have maintained in our assemblies the genuine
principles and unsullied reputation acquired and
established in the first.
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Whilst qualities like these direct your proceed-
ings, and influence your actions, Freemasonry must
ever be revered and cultivated by the just, the
good, and the exalted mind, as the surest means of
establishing peace, harmony, and goodwill amongst

men.
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ARGUMENT IL

ON THE ORIGIN, NATURE, AND DESIGN OF THE MASONIC INSTI-
TUTION, AND A CONFUTATION OF THE MANY SHAMEFUL AND
IDLE FALSEHOODS WHICH ARE INDUSTRIOUSLY PROPAGATED
BY ITS ENEMIES.

THE antiquity and utility of Freemasonry being
generally acknowledged in most parts of the habit-
able world, it would be as absurd to conceive it
required new aids for its support, as for him who
has the use of sight to demand a proof of the rising
and setting of the san. Nevertheless, in compliance
with the requests of many worthy brethren, I shall
lay before my readers some strictures on the origin,
nature, and design of that institution; and, with
prudent reserve, confute and avert the many shame-
ful and idle falsehoods which are industriously
propagated by its enemies, the better to inform the
candid and well-meaning brother, who might not
readily know how to investigate the truth, or want
leisure and opportunity for that purpose.

With this view, I have made it my business to
collect a great number of passages from writers
eminent for their learning and probity, where I
thought they might serve to illustrate my subject.
The propriety of such proceeding is too obvious to
need any apology.
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If our first parent and his offspring had continued
in the terrestrial paradise, they would have had no
occasion for the mechanical arts, or any of the
sciences now in use; Adam being created with all
those perfections and blessings which could either
add to his dignity or be conducive to his real welfare.
In that happy period he had no propensity to evil, no
perverseness in his heart, no darkness or obscurity
in his understanding ; for, had he laboured under
these maladies, he would not have been a perfect
man, nor would there have been any difference
betwixt man in a state of innocence and in a state
of degeneracy and corruption. It was therefore in
consequence of his wilful transgression that any
evils came upon him. And, having lost his inno-
cence, he in that dreadful moment forfeited like-
wise his supernatural lights and infused knowledge,
whereby every science, so far as human nature is
capable of, was rendered familiar to him, without
the tedious labour of ratiocination, requisite to men
even of the greatest abilities, whose ideas, after all,
remain weak and imperfect.

From this remarkable and fatal era we date the
necessity and origin of the sciences. First arose
divinity, whereby was pointed out to fallen man the
way and will of God, the omnipotence and mercy
of an offended Creator; then law, as directing us
to distribute justice to our neighbour, and relieve
those who are oppressed or suffer wrong. The
royal art was beyond all doubt coeval with the
above sciences, and was carefully handed down by
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Methuselah, who died but a few days before the
general Deluge, and who had lived 245 years with
Adam, by whom he was instructed in all the mys-
teries of this sublime science, which he faithfully
communicated to his grandson Noah, who trans-
mitted it to posterity: and it has ever been pre-
served with a veneration and prudence suitable to
its great importance, being always confined to the
knowledge of the worthy only. This is confirmed
by many instances, which men of reading and
speculation, especially such as are of this society,
cannot suffer to escape them.

At first, mankind adhered to the lessons of
Nature ; she used necessity for the means, urged
them to invention, and assisted them in the opera-
tion. Our primitive fathers, seeing the natural face
of the earth was not sufficient for the sustenance of
the animal creation, had recourse to their faithful
tutoress, who taught them how to give it an arti-
ficial face, by erecting habitations and cultivating
the ground : and these operations, among other
valuable effects, led them to search into and con-
template upon the nature and properties of lines,
figures, superficies, and solids, and by degrees to
form the sciences of geometry and architecture,
which have been of the greatest utility to the
human species. Hence we were first taught the
means whereby we might attain practice, and by
practice introduce speculation.

From the Flood to the days of King Solomon,
the liberal arts and sciences gradually spread them-
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selves over different parts of the globe, every nation
having had some share in their propagation; but,
according to their different manners, some have
cultivated them with more accuracy, perseverance,
and success than others; and though the secrets
of the royal art have mnot been indiscriminately
revealed, they have nevertheless been communi-
cated in every age to such as were worthy to
receive them.

But I am not at liberty to undraw the curtain,
and publicly descant on this head ; it is sacred,
and ever will remain so: those who are honoured
with the trust will not reveal it, except to the truly
qualified brother, and they who are ignorant of it
cannot betray it.

1 shall, however, observe, that this art was called
toyal, not only because it was originally practised
by kings and princes, who were the first professors
of it, but likewise on account of the superiority
which so sublime a science gave its disciples over
the rest of mankind.

This supreme and divine knowledge being derived
from the Almighty Creator to. Adam, its principles
have ever since been, and still are, most sacredly
preserved and inviolably concealed. For as all
things, in process of time, are liable to decay and
corruption, the ancient professors, wisely foreseeing
the great abuses which their exalted mysteries might
sustain, if generally made known, determined to
confide the knowledge of them only to select
brethren; men whom they had found by long expe-
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rience to be well versed in the general principles
of the society, and who were eminent for their
piety, learmng, and abilities.

Hence it is that a man may be su.ﬁiclently able
to acquit himself in every test that is laid down by
our present institution to prove his regular initiation
therein, and also to show that he is not unacquainted
with its general principles, and yet at the same time
he may be totally ignorant and undeserving of the
more valuable parts of the ancient society." These,
like the adyta of the ancient temples, are hid from
vulgar eyes. It is not every one who is barely
initiated into Freemasonry that is entrusted with
all the great mysteries thereunto belonging—they
are not attainable things, of course, nor by every
capacity ; for, as Mr. Locke very justly observes,
speaking of this society, ¢ Though all have a right

1 After the revival of Masonry in 1717, the order was deterio-
rated in public opinion by the practice of some few unworthy
brothers, who had been excluded for transgressing the general
laws. They opened lodges without the requisite authority, and
made Masons for a small fee, without any regard to private cha-
racter. Dermott observes, ¢ When these men, by the assistance
of Masonry, are admitted .into the company of their superiors,
they too often act beyond their capacities ; and, under pretence
of searching for knowledge, fall into gluttony and drunkenness,
and thereby neglect their necessary occupations and injure their
families, who imagine they have a just cause to pour out all
their invectives against the whole body of Freemasons, without
considering or knowing that our constitutions and principles are
quite opposite to such base proceedings. Such men are totally
unfit to be admitted Freemasons, as they cannot fulfil any of the
duties of a lodge; and if men are not persons of fortune or
property, they should be persons of science,”—EbiToR,
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and opportunity, if they be worthy and able to learn,
to know all the arts and mysteries belonglng to it,
yet that is not the case, as some want capacity, and
others industry to acquire them.” Nevertheless,
such is the real felicity necessarily resulting from a
knowledge and practice of the general principles of
this fraternity, as alone has been ever found sufficient
to entitle it to a preference of all other human
institutions. From the earliest ages of antiquity
the royal art was ever taught with the greatest
circumspection,—not in schools or academies to a
promiscuous audience, but it was confined to cer-
tain families; the rulers of which instructed their
children or disciples, and by this means conveyed
their mysterious knowledge to posterity.

After the Flood, the professors of this art, accord-
ing to ancient traditions, were first distinguished
by the name of Noachide, or sons of Noah; after-
wards by that of sages or wise men—men instructed,
like Moses, in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,
Chaldeans, philosophers, masters in Israel, &ec.—
and were ever venerated as sacred persons. They
consisted of persons of the brightest parts and
genius, who exerted their utmost abilities in dis-
covering and investigating the various mysteries of
Nature, from whence to draw improvements and
useful inventions. Men, whose talents were not
only employed in speculation, or in private acts of
benevolence, but who were also public blessings to
the age and country in which they lived; possessed
of moderate desires, who knew how to conquer
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their passions ; who practised and taught the purest
morality, and exerted themselves to promote the
harmony and felicity of society. They were there-
fore consulted from all parts, and venerated with
that sincere homage which is never paid but to real
merit; and the greatest and wisest potentates on
earth esteemed it as an addition to their imperial
dignities to be enrolled among such bright orna-
ments of human natnre.

A principal excellence, which rendered them
famous among men, was taciturnity, which they
practised in a peculiar manner, and inculcated as
necessary for concealing from the unworthy what
few were qualified to learn, and still fewer to teach.

In the first ages of the world, science was ina
low state, because the uncultivated manners of our
forefathers rendered them, in general, incapable of
that knowledge which their posterity have so amply
enjoyed : the professors of the royal art, therefore,
found it absolutely requisite to exclude the more
unworthy and barbarous part of mankind from their
assemblies, and to conceal their mysteries under
such hieroglyphics, symbols, allegory, and figures,
as they alone could explain ;* even at this day it is
indispensable in us, to prevent future bad conse-
quences, to conceal from vulgar eyes the means
" 3 According to the Marquis Spineto, all hieroglyphics, pro-
perly and strictly so called, may be distinguished into three
different sorts, according to the greater or less degree of simi-
larity they have to the object they are intended to represent.

These three sorts are, 1. Hieroglyphics proper; 2. Hieroglyphics
abridged ; 3. Hieroglyphics conventional. —EprTor.
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used by them to unfold such mysteries. The greatest
caution was ever observed at their meetings that no
unqualified person might enter amongst them ; and
every method was employed to Zyle them securely,
and conceal the real intent and design of their
convocations.

In order to render their proceedings more edify-
ing and extensively useful, charges were delivered at
certain times, as well for regulating the conduct of the
fraternity as for preserving that mark of distinction
which their superior merit justly entitles them to.

Several of those ancient orations are still extant,
by which it, appears that, among others, one of their
principles was to inculcate by precept, and enforce
by example, a strict observance of the moral law,
as the chief means of supporting government and
authority. And it is evident that they thereby
effected their purpose, and secured to themselves the
favor, respect, and esteem of the world in general ;
and,—notwithstanding the indolence and ignorance
of some ages, the various countries, languages, sects,
and parties through which Masonry has passed,
always subjected to the necessity of oral tradition,
and under the pumerous disadvantages with which
the masters of the royal art had to struggle in the
course of many centuries,—still does it retain, in a
great degree, its original perfection: a circumstance
that not only bears honourable testimony of its
intrinsic worth, but is highly to the praise of those
to whom this important trust has been from time
to time committed.
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After this concise and general account of the
ancient professors of the royal art, and the sublime
truths which they were possessed of, and transmitted
to posterity in the manner before described, we
will proceed to the building of that glorious edifice,
at which period this society became a regular and
uniform institution, under the denomination of Free
and Accepted Masons, whose customs and proceed-
ings I shall describe so far as may be necessary and
prudent.

Though the Almighty and Eternal Jehovah had
no occasion for a temple or house to dwell in, for
the heaven of heavens is not capable of containing
his immensity, yet it was his divine will that a taber-
nacle should be erected for himn in the wilderness
by Moses, and afterwards a temple, by Solomon, at
Jerusalem, as his sanctuary; both of which were to
be constructed, not according to human invention,
but after a pattern which the Lord himself had
given. The whole model of the tabernacle was
shown to Moses on Mount Sinai; and the pattern
of the temple was likewise given to David, by the
hand of the Lord, and by him delivered to Solomon,
his son.

The tabernacle might be considered as the palace
of the Most High, the dwelling of the God of Israel;
wherein the Israelites, during their journeyings in
the wilderness, performed the chief of their religious
exercises, offered sacrifices, and worshipped God.
It was thirty cubits in length, ten in breadth, and
ten in height. It was divided into two partitions ;
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the first was called the holy place, which was made
twenty cubits long and ten wide : here were placed
the table of shew-bread, the golden candlestick,
and the altar of incense. The second was called
the most holy place—whose length was ten cubits,
and breadth ten cubits—wherein, before the build-
ing of the temple, the ark of the covenant was kept,
which was a symbol of God’s gracious presence
with the Jewish church. The most holy place was
divided from the holy place by a curtain or veil
of very rich cloth, which hung upon four pillars
of Chittim-wood, that were covered with plates of
gold.

The temple erected by Solomon, which was built
after the model of the tabernacle at Jerusalem, had
its foundation laid in the year of the world 2998,
before Christ 1008, before the vulgar era 1012;
and it was finished &.L. 3000, and dedicated 3001,
before Christ 999, before the vulgar era 1008. The
glory of this temple did not consist in the magni-
tude of its dimensions; for though it was twice as
long and capacious every way as the tabernacle, yet
alone, it was but a small pile of building. The main
grandeur and excellency were in its ornaments,
the workmanship being every where exceedingly
curious, and the overlayings prodigious; in its
materials, being built of new large stones, hewn
out in the most curious and ingenious manner; in
its outbuildings, which were large, beautiful, and
sumptuous; but still more admirable in this ma-
jestic edifice, were those extraordinary marks of
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divine favour with which it was honoured, viz., the
ark of the covenant, in which were put the tables
of the law, and the mercy-seat which was upon it
from whence the divine oracles were given out with
an audible voice, as often as God was consulted in
the behalf of his people; Shechinah, or the divine
presence, manifested by a visible cloud resting over
the mercy-seat ; the Urim and Thummim, by
which the high priest consulted God in difficult and
momentous cases, relating to the public interest of
the nation ; the Holy Fire, which came down from
heaven upon the altar, at the consecration : these
indeed were excellencies and beauties derived from
a divine source, distinguishing and exalting this
sacred structure above all others. David, filled
with the hopes of building this temple, declared his
intention to Nathan, the prophet; but this was not
permitted him, because his reign had been attended
with wars, bloodshed, and slaughter, and he still
had to contend with many powerful enemies; but,
though forbidden to execute this divine and glorious
work, he made considerable preparations for that
purpose ; which having done, and drawing towards
his latter end, he assembled all the princes and
chief persons of his kingdom, and ordered and
encouraged Solomon publicly and in their presence
to pursue such his intention, and delivered the
pattern or scheme of all the houses, &c., the courses
of the priests and Levites, and likewise the pattern
of the Cherubims; earnestly exhorting his servants
in regard to the tender age of his son, Solomon,
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who was yet but very young, to yield him their
counsel and assistance in erecting a palace, not
designed for man, but for the Lord God.® David
himself gave towards the building of the temple,
out of his own treasures, besides a vast variety of
precious stones, three thousand talents of gold of
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of silver.

The princes of his kingdom followed the glorious
example of their king, and gave five thousand
talents and ten thousand drachms of gold, ten
thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents
of brass, and one hundred thousand talents of iron,
as also a great many of the most precious stones.

When David (the king) was dead, and Solomon

3 He gave them to understand that he had made great prepa-
rations for the work, and laid up immense quantities of gold,
silver, copper, iron, and other materials, to the amount, as Dean
Prideaux says, of upwards of 800,000,000l sterling; all of
which, together with the plans and models of the edifice, the
order and disposition of the several branches of divine service,
the courses of the priests and Levites ; of the musicians,
singers, and porters ; the plan for establishing judges and courts
of justice; with many other religious, civil, and military regu-
lations, he now resigned up to Solomon, to be perfected as his
wisdom should direct. He requested them to assist his successor
in 80 desirable a work ; and that those who were inclined to
contribute towards the building should bring their free-will
offerings into the treasury. This exhortation inspired such a
spirit of munificence in the rich men of Israel, that they vied
with one another in the richness of their presents towards
building the temple; so that David had the pleasure to see an
incredible quantity of gold, silver, and other metals, besides
precious stones, marble, porphyry, and other rich materials,
brought to him from all parts of the kingdom. (Univer. Hist.

vol. ii. p. 406.)— EpiToR.
c
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was established on his throne, he resolved to carry
into execution his father’s design, and to erect a
temple to his great Creator.

* For which purpose he applied to Hiram, king of
Tyre,* for assistance, and having readily obtained
a promise of what he desired, and procured from
thence and other parts men and materials sufficient
for his intentions, he began this great and majestic
fabric; and as method and order are known and
confessed to be essentials requisite in conducting all
great designs and undertakings, Solomon likewise
partitioned the fellow-crafts into certain lodges, ap-
pointing to each, one to preside as a master, assisted
by two others as wardens, that they might receive
commands in a regular manner, take care of the
tools and jewels, and be duly paid, fed, clothed,
&c. These necessary regulations being previously
settled, to preserve that order and harmony which
would be absolutely necessary among so great a
number of men in executing so large a work, he
also took into consideration the future agreement

4 Dius, the historian, says, that the love of wisdom was the
chief inducement of that friendship which existed between
Hiram and Solomon ; that they interchanged difficult and mys-
terious questions relating to their several systems of Freemasonry,
for the purpose of mutual instruction. Alexander, the translator
of the Syrian annals into Greek, also informs us that, when any
of these propositions exceeded the king’s capacity, he referred
them to Abdomenus the Tyrian, who was also called Aymon,
and Hiram Abiff, who * answered every device that was put to
him,” and even challenged Solomon, though the wisest of earthly
potentates, with the subtlety of the questions he proposed.—
Ebrros.
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and prosperity of the Craft, and deliberated on the
best means to associate them by a lasting cement.

Now, brotherly love and immutable fidelity pre-
sented themselves to his mind as the most proper
basis for an institution whose aim and end should
be to establish permanent unity among its mem-
bers, and to render them a society who, while they
enjoyed the most perfect felicity, would be of con-
siderable utility to mankind. And, being desirous
to transmit it under the ancient restrictions as a
blessing to future ages, Solomon decreed that,
whenever they should assemble in their lodges to
discourse upon and improve themselves in the arts
and sciences, or whatever else should be deemed
proper topics to increase their knowledge, they
should likewise instruct each other in secresy and
prudence, morality and good fellowship; and for
these purposes he established certain peculiar rules
and customs to be invariably observed in their con-
versations, that their minds might be enriched by
a perfect acquaintance with, and practice of, every
moral, social, and religious duty, lest while they
were so highly honoured by being employed in
raising a temple to the great Jehovah, they should
neglect to secure to themselves a happy admittance
into the celestial lodge, of which the temple was
only to be a type.

Thus did our wise Grand Master contrive a plan,
by mechanical and practical allusions, to instruct
the craftsmen in principles of the most sublime
speculative philosophy, tending to the glory of God,

c2
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and to secure to them temporal blessings here and
eternal life hereafter, as well as to unite the specu-
lative and operative Masons; thereby forming a
twofold advantage from the principles of geometry
and architecture on the one part, and the precepts
of wisdom and ethics on the other. The next cir-
cumstance which demanded Solomon’s attention
was, the readiest and most effectual method. of
paying the wages of so vast a body of men, accord-
ing to their respective degrees, without error or
confusion, that nothing might be found among the
Masons of Sion, save harmony and peace. This
was settled in a manner well known to all regularly
made Masons, and therefore is unnecessary, as also
improper, to be mentioned here.

These arrangements being adjusted, the noble
structure was began and conducted with such
grandeur, order, and concord, as afforded Solomon
the most exalted satisfaction, and filled him with
the strongest assurance that the royal art would be
further encouraged in future ages, and amongst
various nations, from the excellencies of this
temple, and the fame and skill of the Israelites, in
the beauty and symmetry of architecture therein
displayed.

He was likewise sensible that, when this building
should be completed, the craftsmen would disperse
themselves over the whole earth,® and be desirous

s We have a tradition that, after the temple was finished, two
brothers of Hiram Abiff were commissioned by the king of Tyre
to take out a colony to assist in the foundation of Byrsa, at
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to perpetuate, in the most effectual manner, the
harmony and good fellowship already established
among them, and to secure to themselves, their
future pupils, and their successors, the honour and
respect due to men whose abilities were so great
and would be so justly renowned ; in conjunction,
therefore, with Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram
Abiff, the Deputy Grand Master, he concerted a
proper plan to accomplish his intentions, in which it
was determined that, in conformity to the practice
of the royal art, general distinguishing characte-
ristics should be established for a proof of their
having been fellow-labourers in this glorious work,
to descend to their successors in all future ages, who
should be in a peculiar manner qualified to cultivate
the sublime principles of this noble establishment ;
and such were adopted and received accordingly.®

Carthage. One of them was placed at the head of the senate,
aud the other was sent, with a large fleet of ships, along the
coast of Africa; which he colonised, and opened such a variety
of new sources of traffic to the Carthaginians, as enriched their
state, and rendered the name of Hanno famous in their history.
—EbrroR. .

¢ Our transatlantic brethren have a curious tradition of some
circumstances which are said to have occurred during the build-
ing of the temple. It appears that several of the.workmen had
been guilty of some crime of an enormous nature, and made
their escape from Jerusalem. A great assembly of masters
bad sat in consultation on the best means of discovering and
apprehending them. Their deliberations were interrupted by
the entrance of a stranger, who demranded to speak to the king
in private. Upon being admitted, he acquainted Solomon that
he had discovered where Ahirop, one of the traitors, lay con-



30 MASONIC MANUAL,

With respect to the method which would be here-
after necessary for propagating the principles of the
society, Solomon pursued the uniform and ancient
custom, in regard to the degrees of probation and
injunctions to secresy, with which he himself had
been obliged to comply before he gained a per-
fection in the royal art, or even arrived at the
summit of the sciences: therefore, though there were
no apprentices employed in the building of the

cealed, and offered to conduct those whom the king should please
to appoint to go with him. This being communicated to the
brethren, one and all requested to be partukers in the vengeance
due to the villain. Solomon checked their ardour, declaring that
only nine should undertake the task ; and, to avoid giving any
offence, ordered all their names to be put into an urn, and that the
first nine that should be drawn should be the persons to accom-,
pany the stranger. At break of day, Joabert, Stockin, and seven
others, conducted by the stranger, travelled onwards through a
dreary country. On the way, Joabert found means to learn from
the stranger that the villain they were in .quest of had hidden
himself in a cavern, not far from the place where they then were.
He soon found the cavern, and entered it alone, where, by the
light of the lamp, he discovered the villain asleep, with a poinard
at his feet, Inflamed at the sight, and actuated by an impatient
zeal, he immediately seized the poinard, and stabbed him, first
in the head, and then in the heart : he had only time to cry,
*¢ Vengeance is taken !” and expired. When the other eight
arrived, and had refreshed themselves at the spring, Joabert
severed the head from the body, and, taking it in one hand,
and his poinard in the other, he with his brethren returned to
Jerusalem. Solomon was at first very much offended that
Joabert had put it out of his power to take vengeance himself
in presence of, and as a warning to, the rest of the workmen to
be faithful to their trust; but, by proper intercession, was again
reconciled. — Eprror.
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temple,” yet as the craftsmen were all intended
to be promoted to the degree of masters after its
dedication, and as these would secure a succession,
by receiving apprentices, who might themselves in
due time also become master masons, it was deter-
mined that the gradations in the science should
consist of three distinct degrees, to each of which
should be adapted a particular distinguishing test;
which test,—together with the explication,—was
accordingly settled and communicated to the frater-
nity previous to their dispersion, under a necessary
and solemn injunction to secresy; and they have
been most cautiously preserved, and transmitted
down to. pesterity by faithful brethren, ever since
their emigration. Thus the centre of union among
Freemasons was firmly fixed, and their principles

directed to the excellent purposes of their original
intention.

7 The traditions of Masonry speak of no apprentices in the
Tyrian quarries, but they name 10,000 in the forest of Lebanon,
the same number in the plains of Zarthan (where the materials
were arranged), and 30,000 at Jerusalem (who were employed
about the temple).— EDIToR.
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ARGUMENT IIL

THE CONFUTATION OF FALSEHOOD CONTINUED, AND THE HAR-
MONY AND CONNECTION OF THE SOCIETY OF FREEMASONS
PARTICULARLY RECOMMENDED.

TaEe harmony and connection of the society of
Freemasons, and the excellent precepts and prin-
ciples thereof, have produced the utmost good
consequence, not only to the particular members of
it, but frequently to the nations where it has been
cultivated and practised; for, united by the endear-
ing name of brother, they live in an affection and
friendship, rarely to be met with even among those
whom the ties of consanguinity ought to bind in
the firmest manner. That intimate union which
does so much honour to humanity in general, in
the particular intercourse which prevails among
Freemasons, diffuses a pleasure that no other in-
stitution can boast: for the name which they
mutually use one towards another, is not a vain
compliment, or an idle parade; no, they enjoy in
common all the felicities of a true brotherhood.
Here, merit and ability secure to their possessors
an honourable regard, and a respectful distinction,
which every one'receives with an unaffected com-
placency and a perfect humility; constantly exert-
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ing himself for the general good, without vanity and
without fear. For they who are not adorned with
the same advantages, are neither mortified nor
jealous. No one contends for superiority; here
emulation is only with a view to please; the man
of shining abilities, and those unblessed with such
ornaments, are here equally admitted; all may
here perform their parts; and what may seem
surprising amongst such a variety of characters,
haughtiness or servility never appear. The greatest
admit of a social familiarity ; the inferior is elevated
and instructed, constantly maintaining by these
means a beneficent equality. With respect to the
conversation which they hold during their assem-
blies, it is conducted with the most perfect decency;
here it is an universal maxim, never to speak of the
absent but with respect; ill-natured satire is ex-
cluded; all raillery is forbidden; they will not
suffer even the least irony, or any poignant strokes
of wit, because such generally have a malignant
tendency ; they tolerate nothing which carries with
it even the appearance of vice.

Their pleasures are never embittered by un-
grateful reflections, but produce a serene and lasting
composure of mind. They flow not like a torrent
which descends with noise and impetuosity, but
like a peaceful stream within its own channel,
strong, without violence, and gentle without dul-
ness.

This exact regularity, very far from occasioning
a melancholy seriousness, diffuses, on the contrary,

cd
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over the heart, and over the understanding, the
most pure delights; the bright effects of enjoyment
and hilarity shine forth in the countenance; and
although the appearances are sometimes a little
more sprightly than ordinary, decency never runs
any risk: it is wisdom in good humour. For if a
brother should happen to forget himself, or in his
. discourse should have the weakness to use expres-
sions such as are distinguished under the name of
liberties, a formidable sign would immediately call
him to his duty: a brother may mistake as a man,
but he has opportunity and courage to recover
himself, because he is a Freemason. Although
order and decorum are always scrupulously ob-
served in the lodges of Freemasons, these exclude
not in any wise gaiety and cheerful enjoyment ; the
conversation is animated, and the kind and bro-
therly cordiality that presides there, affords the
most pleasing sensation.

These particulars may justly recall to our minds
the happy time of the divine Astrea! when there
was neither superiority nor subordination, because
men were as yet untainted by vice, and uncorrupt.
Having now given a general sketch of the nature
of this institution, from whence a candid reader
may form no inconsiderable idea of that composed
wisdom, and. laudable harmony, which governs in
the fellowship of Freemasons, we shall proceed in
taking some notice of the several accusations fre-
quently brought against it.

And first: As nore can venerate and esteem the
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fair sex more than Freemasons do, we cannot but
reckon it a misfortune that the ladies should be
offended at their non-admission into this order; and
the more so, as they no sooner learn with what
moderation the Masons comport themselves in their
assemblies, but without knowing the reason why
they are not admitted, they censure us with all
the severity their delicate minds are capable of.
This, we must beg leave to say, is entirely owing
to mistaken prejudice, for a little reflection would
convince them, that their exclusion is not in the least
singular. They stand in the same predicament
with respect to the priesthood, and many other
particular societies; the solemn assemblies of the
ancients, the senates of pagan and the conclaves
of papal Rome, all national senates and ecclesias-
tical synods, universities and seminaries of learning,
&c. with which they might with equal propriety be
offended.’

1 The following observations of the Rev. Dr. Orme, the
Editor’s immediate predecessor in the P. G. Chaplaincy of
Lincolnshire, are appropriate. ¢ From the objection that women
are excluded from our order, calumny has taken occasion to draw
inferences the most injurious and unjust; but which, however
they wight have operated at & time when the female mind was
less enlightened than it now is, make at present no ill impression
upon that lovely sex. They know that the not admitting them
into our institution is not singular, but that they are likewise
excluded from the priesthood, from universities, and many other
particular societies. We hope and trust that they will give
credit to our assertion, when we solemnly declare that none can
possibly esteem and regard them more than Freemasons; and
many there are who will acknowledge, to the honour of the order,
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Next to the displeasure of the ladies, we will con-
sider a charge with regard to governments, which
in other countries, less happy in their constitution
than our own, has at different times been unjustly
prosecuted against this fraternity.

It has been imagined, that there is every thing
to be feared for the tranquillity of the state, from a
numerous association of men of merit and character,
intimately united under the seal of secresy. I agree
that this suspicion has in it something specious;
for if the passion of a single man has caused, as we
have seen more than once, strange revolutions in
a state, what might not be produced by a body
so numerous and united, as that of Free and
Accepted Masons, were they liable to those in-
trigues and cabals, which pride and ambition instil
but too often into the human heart ?

But there is nothing to be apprehended from
Freemasons in these respects; they are actuated
by the love of order and peace, and are as much
attached to civil society, as united among them-
selves; it is in this school that a man may learn
most effectually, what respect, what submission,
what veneration, he ought to have for his God, his

and the utility of its precepts, that it bas made those with whom
they have been connected, more tender and affectionate hus-
bands.” A French writer on Freemasonry assigns a different
reason for this exclusion. He says, * Il ne fut pas difficile
d’éloigner les femmes de pareilles sociétés; elles s’en exclurent
ellesméme par vanité ; et elles couvrirent du spécieux pretexte
de décence, ce qui n*étoit au fond qu'une attention réfléchie sur
leurs charmes.”—Ebiros.
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country, and his king; it is among them, that sub-
ordination is fully practised and deemed a virtue,
not a yoke.

Equally without reason have they also been
accused of holding assemblies for no other purpose
than that of speaking with the greater freedom on
religious, as well as political matters. These topics
are never suffered to be agitated, for it is a funda-
mental maxim of this institution, to prohibit all
such disputes. The God of Heaven, and the rulers
of the earth, are by them inviolably respected.
And with regard to the sacred person of majesty,
every congregated lodge solemnizes the name with
all possible grandeur and respect.

Thus these accusations fall to the ground, It is
also alleged, by the objectors to Freemasonry, that
upon the initiation of a member into this mystery,
he lays himself under a solemn obligation by an
oath, with very severe penalties. This by them is
pronounced an unwarrantable proceeding. Cer-
tainly these persons are as ignorant as they are
nngenerous, and for want of better judgments form
erroneous notions, and from false premises draw
false conclusions. To obviate this objection, we
will trace the antiquity of swearing, and observe the
different customs adopted by the ancients on this
head ; afterwards examining the nature of an oath,
supposing, for the sake of argument, but not
granting, that one is required as set forth by the
adversaries of Masonry; we will consider how far
it is, or is not, warrantable in the present case.
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We are informed by sacred history, what was
the custom of swearing among the Hebrews, who
sometimes swore by stretching forth their hands;
sometimes the party swearing put his hands under
the other’s thigh, which was the manner of adminis-
tration used by Abraham and Jacob, as we read
in the book of Genesis; which was also the custom
of the Athenians, the Carthaginians, and the
Romans.

The Jews chiefly swore by Jerusalem, by the
temple, by the gold of the temple, by the altar, and
the gilt on the altar.

The Greeks esteemed it an honour paid their
deities, to use their names in solemn contracts,
promises and asseverations; to call them to witness
men’s truth and honesty, or to punish their false-
hood and treachery. This was reputed a sort of
religious adoration, being an acknowledgment of the
omnipotence and omnipresence, and by conse-
quence of the divinity of the Being thus invoked ;
and the inspired writers, for the same reason, forbad
to swear by the pagan deities, and commanded to
swear by the true God. Thus, in Deuteronomy,
¢ Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve him,
and shalt swear by his name.” And in Jeremiah,
¢ How shall I pardon thee, for this? thy children
have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are no
gods.” And to forbear other instances, the wor-
shippers of the true God are, by David, represented
to swear by him, i. e., by invoking his name.

The antiquity of swearing, as well as the manner




MASONIC MANUAL. 39

of administering an oath, having now been suffi-
ciently shown, we will, in the next place, as far as
may be necessary, take notice of the fundamental
principles of this establishment, as the most proper
method to form a right judgment of it; and then,
in answer to the present objection, we will examine
how far an oath would, or would not, be justifiable
on the initiation of a Mason, and supposing it to be
required even under such penal sanctions as have
been pretended.

If we examine the laws and regulations of Free-
masonry, it will appear that the end and purport of
it is truly laudable, being calculated to regulate our
passions, to assist us in acquiring knowledge of the
arts and sciences, and to promote morality and
beneficence, as well as to render conversation agree-
able, innocent, and instructive ; and so to influence
our practice, as to make us useful to others, and
happy in ourselves. With regard to the relation
we have as members of society in general, it will
appear equally evident from the said regulations,
that a Freemason is to be a peaceable subject,
conforming cheerfully to the government under
which he lives, is to pay a due deference to his
superiors ; and from his inferiors is to receive honour
rather with reluctance than to extort it. He must
be a man of universal benevolence and charity, not
tenacious of his abundance, when the exigences of
his fellow-creatures lay the justest claim to his
bounty. Masons not only challenge, but have ever
supported that character amongst the honest and
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candid part of mankind, whose equity and reason
would never suffer them to entertain ill-grounded
prejudices.

The great Mr. Locke appears to have been so
delighted with some of our principles, that he tells
Lady Masham, to whom he was writing on this
subject, *that it was his wish they were commu-
nicated to all mankind, since there is nothing more
true than what the Masons teach, that the better
men are, the more they love one another, virtue
having in itself something so amiable as to charm
the hearts of all who behold it.”

And another, speaking of Freemasons, says, ¢“no
abuse is tolerated among them, no intemperance
allowed ; modesty, union, and humility, are strongly
recommended.” Again, ¢ this society is no ways
offensive to religion, good manners, or political
government ; it has and does still flourish in Great
Britain and its dominions, under the protection of
the greatest personages, even princes of the royal
blood.”

Mr. Chambers, in his Cyclopeedia, also testifies
“that Free and Accepted Masons are a very ancient
society or body of men, so called either from some
extraordinary knowledge of Masonry or buildings
which they were supposed to be masters of, or
because the first founders of this society were of:
that profession.

¢« They are very considerable, both for number
and character, being found in every country in
Europe, and consisting principally of persons of




MASONIC MANUAL. 4]

merit and consideration. As to autiquity, they lay
claim to a standing of some thousands of years, and
it is said, can trace up their original as early as the
building of Solomon’s temple.

¢ What the end of their institution is, seems still
to be a secret, though so much of it as is known
appears laudable, as it tends to promote friendship,
socialty, mutual assistance, and good fellowship.

¢ The brethren of this family are said to be pos-
sessed of a number of secrets, which have been
religiously observed from age to age. Be their
other good qualities whatever they will, it is plain
they are masters of one in a very great degree,
namely, secresy.”

Now let us ask, if a number of persons have
formed themselves into a body with a design to
improve in useful knowledge, to promote universal
benevolence, and to cultivate the social virtues of
human life, and have bound themselves by the
solemn obligation of an oath, to conform to the
rules of such institution, where can be the impiety,
immorality, or folly of such proceeding? Is it not
the custom of most communities? in the state,
amongst the learned bodies, in commerce, &c.—a
case t0o commonly known to require a recital of
particular instances. I shall therefore content
myself with adding this observation, viz., that
Bishop Saunderson, an eminent casuist, in his lec-
tures on the subject of oaths, very judiciously
asserts that when a thing is not by any precepts or
interdict, human or divine, so determined, but
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every man may at his choice do or not do, as he

sees expedient, let him do what he will, he sinneth

not. As if Caius should swear to sell his land to,
Titius, or to lend him a hundred crowns, the

answer is brief, an oath in this case is both lawful

and binding.

And as the principles of this institution are truly
praiseworthy, containing those valuable requisites
which will ever secure the esteem and admiration
of all good men, as well as most assuredly the envy
of the bad, we will put this plain question :—Is not
the design of it of equal importance to the public,
with the lending of an hundred crowns to a private
man? The answer and the consequences are both
evident, that an oath on the subject of Freemasonry,
if required, is both lawful and obligatory. As for
the terror of a penalty, it is a mistaken notion to
imagine that the solemnity of an oath adds anything
to the obligation, or that the oath is not equally
binding without any penalty at al.

I shall add a few more quotations from the same
excellent casuist, and leave the explanation and
application to the intelligent.

¢« A solemn oath of itself, and in its own nature,
is not more obligatory than a simple one; because
the obligation of an oath arises precisely from this,
that God is invoked as a witness and avenger no
less in the simple one than in the solemn and
corporal; for the invocation is made precisely by
the pronunciation of the words, which is the same
both in the simple and solemn, and not by any
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corporal motion or concomitant sign in which the
solemnity of the oath consists.

¢ And it is a matter well worthy the consideration
of every man, that as the object of a lawful oath is
God alone, so it contains a solemn confession of his
omnipresence, that he is with us in every place; of
his omniscience, that he knoweth all the secrets of
the heart, that he is a maintainer of truth, and an
avenger of falsehood ; of his justice, that he is
willing, and of his omnipotence, that he is able to
punish those that, by disregard to their oaths, shall
dishonour him.”

It is, therefore, of a very dangerous tendency for
persons who have once taken an oath to trifle and
play with the force of it, even supposing the occa-
sion of such obligation was actually of small moment
in itself. And this is positively determined by the
same writer, in the following words, and ought to
be a caution to all not to violate an oath, lest they
incur the fatal consequences of real perjury:—

% A voluntary oath is the more binding for being
voluntary, because there is no stricter obligation
than that we take willingly on ourselves.” And in
another place he is more particular,—¢ where a
matter is so trivial that it is not worth the delibera~
tion of a wise man, nor signifies a straw whether it
be done or not done—as to reach up a chip or to
rub one’s beard, or for the slightness of it is not so
much to be esteemed as to give a boy an apple, or
to lend a pin. An oath is binding in matters of the
least moment, because weighty and trivial things
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bave a like respect unto truth and falsehood ; and-
further, because every party swearing is bound to
perform all he promised as far as he is able, and as
far as it is lawful. To give an apple to a boy is
both possible and lawful ; he is bound, therefore, to
perform it—he ought to fulfil his oath.”

This is likewise confirmed by Moses: «If a man
swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond, he shall
not break his word ; he shall do according to all
that proceedeth out of his mouth.” And it is
threatened that every one that sweareth falsely shall
be cut off by the cause: ¢ I will bring it forth, said
the Lord of Hosts, and it shall enter into the house
of him that sweareth falsely by my name; and it
shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall
consume it, with the timber thereof, and the stones
thereof.”

The objectors being thus answered with respect
to the lawfulness of an oath, supposing one to be
required on the initiation of a Freemason, as to the
certainty of which conjecture is their only support,
I shall next take notice of the charge brought
against them on account of secresy—one of their
grand characteristics, and the innocent cause of all
the persecutions and reproaches they suffer.

We are condemned for keeping the essentials of
our institution from the knowledge of those who
are not members of it, which, it is said, must
sufficiently prove them to be of a bad nature and
tendency ; else why are they not made public, for
the satisfaction of mankind? If secresy be a virtue—
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a thing never yet denied—can that be imputed to us
as a crime which has been considered an excellence
in all ages? Does not Solomon, the wisest of men,
tell us, he that discovers secrets is a traitor, but a
man of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter?

In conducting all worldly affairs, secresy is not
only essential, but absolutely necessary, and was
ever esteemed a quality of the greatest worth.

Thus we find the great Fenelon makes Ulysses,
in the system of education which he delivers to
his friends for his son, Telemachus, particularly
enjoin them, above all, to render him just, bene-
ficent, sincere, and faithful in keeping secrets; a
precept that afterwards produced the best of conse-
quences to the young prince, of whom it is recorded
that, with this great excellence of taciturnity, he
not only divested himself of that close, mysterious
air, so common to the reserved, but also constantly

avoided telling the least untruth in support of this
" part of his character: a conduct highly worthy the
imitation of every one to whom secrets are entrusted,
affording them a pattern of openness, ease, and
sincerity; for, while he seemed to carry his whole
heart upon his lips, communicating what was of no
importance, yet he knew how to stop just in the
proper moment, without proceeding to those things
which might raise any suspicion, or furnish even a
hint to discover the purposes of his mind.

If we turn our eyes back to antiquity, we shall
find the old Egyptians had so great a regard for
silence and secresy in the mysteries of their religion,
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that they set up the god Harpocrates (vid. Imagines
Deorum a Vincentio chartario), to whom they paid
peculiar honour and veneration, who was repre-
sented with his right hand placed near the heart,
and the left down by his side, covered with a skin
before, full of eyes and ears, to signify that of
many things to be seen and heard, few are to be
published.?

And among the same people the great goddess
Isis, the Minerva of the Greeks, had always an
image of a sphynx placed at the entrance of her
temples, to denote that secrets were there preserved
under sacred coverings, that they might be kept
from the knowledge of the vulgar as much as the
riddles of that creature.

Jamblicus, in his life of Pythagoras, confirms the
above opinion by observing, that from the myste-
rious knowledge of the Egyptians that philosopher
drew the system of his symbolical learning and
instructive tenets, seeing that the principles and
wise doctrines of this nation were ever kept secret
among themselves, and were delivered down, not
in writing, but only by oral tradition. And indeed,
so cautious and prudent were they in these matters,
that every disciple admitted to their wise and
scientific mysteries was bound in the most solemn
manner to conceal such mysteries from the vulgar,

* Harpocrates silentii Deus affingebatur, dextré prope cor
admota, pelle anterius indutus qua oculis atque auribus pluribus
erat distincta, ut eo intelligeremus multa videnda atque audienda,
sed loquendum parum.— EprToR.
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or those whose ideas were not sufficiently exalted
to receive them. As a proof of this, we need only
recollect the story of Hipparchus, a Pythagorean,
who having, out of spleen and resentment, violated
and broke through the several engagements of the
society, was held in the utmost detestation, expelled
the school as one most infamous and abandoned,
and as he was dead to the principles of virtue and
philosophy, had a tomb erected for him, according
to their custom, as though he had been naturally
dead. The shame and disgrace that justly attended
so great a breach of truth and fidelity, drove the
unhappy wretch to such despair that he proved his
own executioner ; and so abhorred was even his
memory, that he was denied the rites and cere-
monies of burial used to the dead in those times,
instead of which, his body was suffered to lie upon
the shore of the isle of Samos.

Among the Greek nations, the Athenians had a
statue of brass, which they awfully revered ; this
figure was without a tongue, by which secresy was
intimated. The Romans had a goddess of silence,
named Angerona, represented with her fore-finger
on her lips—a symbol of prudence and taciturnity.’

3 Mr. Wilkinson, in his ¢ Manners and Customs of the
Ancient Egyptians,” says, that « the sign adopted by the Egyp-
tians to indicate silence, is evidently shown from the sculptures
on their monuments to have been given by placing the hand
over the mouth, not, as generally supposed, (Plut. de Isid. 68),
by approaching the fore-finger to the lips: and the Greeks
erroneously concluded that the youthful Harpocrates was the
deity of silence, from his appearing in this attitude, which
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Anaxarchus, who, according to Pliny, was appre-
hended, in order to extort his secrets from him, bit
his tongue in the midst, and afterwards spat it in
the tyrant’s face, rather choosing to lose that organ,
than to discover those things which he had promised
to conceal.

We read likewise that Cato, the censor, often
said to his friends—of three things which he had
good reason to repent, the principal was divulging
a secret.

The Druids, in our own nation, who were the
only priests among the ancient Britons, committed
nothing to writing.* And Caesar observes that
they had a head or chief, who exercised a sort of

however humiliating to the character of a deity, was only
illustrative of his extreme youth, and of a habit common to
children in every country, whether of ancient or modern times.”
—Ebrror.

4 In the mystic bards and tales of Britain, says Davis (Myth.
of the Druids, p. 94), I find certain terms which evidently per-
tain to the Hebrew language, or to some dialect of near affinity,
as Adonai, the Lord; Al Adur, the glorious God; Arawn, the
Arkite, and the like, Taliesin, the chief bard, declares that
his love had been detailed in Hebraic; and in a song, the sub-
stance of which he professes to have derived from the sacred
ogdoad or arkites, there are several lines together in some foreign
dialect, apparently of great affinity with the Hebrew, though
obscured by British orthography. Hence I think it is probable
that the Britons once had certain mystic poems, composed in
some dialect of Asia; that this is a fragment of those poems;
and that those parts of their superstition which were not pro-
perly Celtic were derived from that quarter of the globe. And
if so, our ancestors could not have obtained their sacred vocabu-
lary by adopting the mere grammatical blunders of the Greeks.—
Ebrror.
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excommunication attended with dreadful penalties,
on those who either published or profaned their
mysteries.

Therefore it evidently appears from the foregoing
instances, along with many others, that there ever
were secrets amongst mankind,® as well respecting
societies as individuals, and that the keeping those
inviolable was always reputed an indispensable
daty, and attended with an honourable estimation.
It must be very difficult to assign a sufficient reason
why the same practice should be at all wondered at
or less approved in the Free and Accepted Masons
of the present age, than they were among the wisest
men and greatest philosophers of antiquity.

The general practice and constant applause of
the ancients, as well as the customs of:the moderns,
one would naturally imagine should be sufficient
to justify Masons against any charge of singularity
or innovation on this account ; for how can this
be thought singular or new by any one who will
but calmly allow himself the smallest time for
reflection.

Do not all incorporated bodies amongst us enjoy
this liberty without impeachment or censure? An

¢ Sammes (Brit. Antiq., p. 76,) informs us that the Druids
entertained a great jealousy lest their learning and religion
should be too much understood and divulged, so that it was
grown to that height that it was accounted unlawful to reveal
any of their mysteries, or to set down in writing what they
thought most safe and honourable for themselves to deliver by
tradition.— EprToR.

D
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apprentice is bound to keep the secrets of his
master ; a freeman is obliged to consult the interest
of his company, and not prostitute in common the
mysteries of his profession ; secret committees and
privy councils are solemnly enjoined not to publish
abroad their debates and resolutions. In courts-
martial the members are bound to secresy, and in
many cases far more effectual security than an oath
is administered.

As in society in general we are united together
by our indigences and infirmities, and a vast variety
of circumstances contributing to our mutual and
necessary dependance on each other, which lays a
grand foundation for terrestrial happiness, by secur-
ing general amity and the reciprocation of good
offices in the world, so in all particular societies, of
whatever denomination, they are all enjoined by
some sort of secresy to observe private bonds and
laws peculiar to each, from the highest assemblies
to the lowest. Consequently the injunctions of
secresy among Freemasons can be no more unwar-
rantable than in the societies and cases already
pointed out; and to report, or even to insinuate
that they are, must argue a want of candour, a
want of reason, and a want of charity. For by the
laws of nature and of nations, every individual and
every society, has a right to be supposed innocent
till proved otherwise.

Yet, notwithstanding the mysteries of our profes-
sion are kept inviolable, none are excluded from a
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full knowledge of them, in due time and manner,
upon proper application, and being found capable
and worthy of the trust. To form other designs
and expectations, is like building on a sandy foun-
dation, and will only serve to testify that, like a
rash man, their discretion is always out of the way
when they have most occasion to make use of it.

D2
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ARGUMENT IV.

ON THE ABSURDITY OF SUFPOSING THAT MABONRY I8 A TRIFLING

msmmdu, AND THAT ITS PRINCIPLES CONTAIN' NOTHING
VALUABLE.

WE will now proceed to the next objection, viz.,
that ¢« Masonry is a trifling institution, and that
our principles contain nothing valuable.”

There are censurers, who find it easier to
decry a science than to understand it, and with
wicked endeavours attempt to depreciate that which
they cannot attain to, and make their necessity
appear a virtue, and their ignorance the effect of
choice.

This turn of mind is the despicable offspring of
envy, and so selfish are such men, that they would
rather prefer having the whole circle of the arts
and sciences abolished, were it in their power, than
that others should be possessed of a knowledge,
which they are themselves totally unacquainted
with and undeserving of.

But, alas ! they disquiet themselves in vain; we,
who are Masons, cannot but laugh at and pity
such feeble attacks, and are heartily sorry for those-
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who have no better understandings than to regard
them.'

Did they know anything of our profession, they
could not but esteem it, for they would be convinced
that it is founded on the most exalted principles of
morality and social virtue ; tending to promote the
true happiness of mankind in general, the peace
and satisfaction of every individual in particular;
to censure, then, and vilify what they are entirely
ignorant of, discovers the baseness of their dispo-
sitions, and how little they are qualified to pass
their judgments in matters of such importance.:
Therefore, though we commiserate their defects,
we must at the same time be allowed to pronounce
them unworthy our further notice.

Had our institution contained nothing com-
mendable or valuable, it is impossible it should
have existed, and been patronised by the wise, the
good, and great, in all ages of the world. For we
cannot suppose that meun, distinguished by every
accomplishment that can adorn human nature,
would embrace or continue in principles which
they found to be nugatory, erroneous, or contemp-
tible. ‘Therefore the advice which Gamaliel wisely

1 In like manner the early Christians were accused by the
heathen with practising their own obscenities ; viz., promiscuous
incest, and worshipping the phallus. This imputation is indig-
nantly repudiated in Minutius Felix. ¢ Et de incesto convivio
fabulam grandem adversum nos demonum coitio mentita est, ut
gloriam pudicitie deformis infamiz aspersione macularet. .... ..
Etiam ille, qui de adoratis sacerdotis virilibus adversus nos fabu-
lator, tentat in nos conferre quee sua sunt.”—EDITOR.
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gave to the Apostles, might with great propriety be
recommended to these railers against Freemasons.
They may assure themselves, that if there was no
more in our institution than their little minds
suggest, it would have fallen to the ground ages
past, but the contrary being the case, they may
fairly conclude it will continue to exist notwith-
standing any opposition, for ages yet to come.

Perhaps it will be said, that the moral and social
principles we profess, are equally necessary to the
support of every well-regulated society; how then
came Masons to appropriate the merit of such
principles to themselves? I answer, they are not
only deemed necessary, but taught, and brought
into practice in the lodge; they are familiarized
to us by such a plain, pleasing, and peculiar method,
that they seem no longer lessons or rules, but
become inherent principles in the breast of every
Freemason. But from the corrupt state and dispo-
sition of mankind, there are some who will always
make it their business to asperse and ridicule what-
ever they suspect has the least beauty or excellency
in it.

These envious beings, having just sense enough
to perceive that scandal is more prevalent than
praise, and that satire will sooner procure them a
name than panegyric, and looking at our societies
through false and narrow mediums, they form judg-
ments of them congenial to themselves; acting in
direct contradiction to the Apostle’s exhortation to
the Philippians, ¢ If there be-any virtue, if there
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be any praise,” they calumniate and condemn it,
notwithstanding the strength of reason with which
it is accompanied; notwithstanding the apparent
benefit and advantage it may bring to mankind ; so
little relish have they for things excellent in them-
selves, so inattentive are they to the force of the
clearest reasoning, and so enveloped by ignorance
and prejudice, that nothing is sufficient to convince
them. I do not mean that ignorance which im-
plies a want of knowledge, but that affected and
presumptuous folly which despises it. And of such
Solomon says, ¢ Seest thou a man that despiseth
instruction? there is more hope of a fool than of
him.”

If, therefore, these accusers have any remains of
modesty, if the assertors of such calumny can ever
blush, they are now put to their trial; for whilst
they deal thus freely with the principles and pro-
ceedings of persons of the greatest honour and dis-
tinction, they are only discovering to the judicious
part of mankind the weakness of their heads and
the wickedness of their hearts. How truly do they
come under the standard of that descrlptlon which
Justus Lipsius, an eminent writer, has given us of
this sort of cavillers.

« Calumny,” says he, “is a filthy and pernicious
infection of the tongue; generally aimed by the
most wicked and abandoned part of mankind,
against the most worthy and deserving of esteem,
and which wounds them unexpectedly. And to
whom is it pleasing? To the vile, the perfidious,
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the talkative. But what is its source? From what
origin does it proceed? From falsehood, as its
father; from envy, as its mother; and from idle
curiosity, as its nurse ?”

Would such persons exercise but a very small
portion of reason and reflection, they would readily
perceive the iniquity of their attempt to depreciate
a society which has ever withstood and repelled
every attack- made against it; still acquiring addi-
tional honour and strength, such proceedings affect~
ing it no more than a javelin thrown by the feeble
hand of old age, that never reaches, or at most
makes no impression on its destined mark.



57

ARGUMENT V.

ON THE HIEROGLYPHICAL FIGURES, PARABOLICAL AND SYMBOLI-
CAL CUSTOMS AND CEREMONIES, SECRET WORDS AND SIGNS,
WITH THE DIFFERENT DEGREES OF PROBATION ASSIGNED TO

THEM BY MASONS.

THE last accusation brought against Free and
Accepted Masons, which I shall take any notice of,
is that they make use of hieroglyphical figures,
parabolical and symbolical customs and ceremonies,
secret words and signs, with different degrees of
probation peculiar to themselves; these are also
censured.

What evil these refined casuists can point out in
such proceedings, it is not easy to imagine. But I
think it no very difficult undertaking to justify them
against all objections.

It is well known that such customs and ceremo-
nies are as ancient as the first ages of the world,
the philosophers of which practised the method
of inculcating their sublime truths and important
points of knowledge by allegory and miythology, the
better to secure them from descending into the
familiar reach of every inattentive and unprepared

novice, from whom they might not meet with the
b )
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veneration they deserved, and therefore become
too familiar and contemptible, for which reason
they were accustomed to proceed with the utmost
care and prudence. And Origen tells us (Origen
Contra Celsum), the Egyptian philosophers had
sublime notions which they kept secret, and never
disclosed to the people, but under the veil of fables
and allegories:' also other eastern nations con-
cealed their mysteries under religious ceremonies,
a custom still retained by many of them.

An interpretation, therefore, of these allegories,
&ec., as they come under my notice, shall be attended
to; and will, I flatter myself, exactly square with
the present purpose.

Of all the symbols appropriated to Jupiter,® 1

! Hieroglyphics were a sort of mystical characters, intended to
preserve the most important mysteries of nature, and the most
sublime inventions of man. The Greeks, therefore, considered
the interpretation of these characters as exclusively confined to
the priesthood, and even by them very little understood, as their
real and primitive knowledge had been lost and passed away, in
the annihilation of the power of the Pharachs; first, by the
usurpation of the shepherd kings of the seventeenth dynasty;
and afterwards, by the irruption of the Persians, under Cambyses.
This persuasion of the Greeks, joined to the profound secresy
under which the hierophant imparted to the initiated, in the mys-
teries of Isis, the sublime truths to which the veneration and
credulity of mankind had attached so much importance, made
them look upon hieroglyphics as the mystical expression of these
secrets, so carefully preserved from the people at large, the
explanation of which it was impossible to obtain.—EDpITOR.

* Some suppose Jupiter was so named 4 juvando. But Selden
says that Jovis, Jovi, Jovem, Jove, are only corruptions of the
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shall only mention the crown of rays, with the
petasus and caduceus, with which he is represented.
‘The first denotes the power of the Supreme Being ;
the other, that power ought to be accompanied by
prudence.

The cock was a symbol peculiar to Mercury,
as expressive of that vigilance which was so very
necessary to him, destined to execute many func-
tions ; as sometimes this emblem hath an ear of
corn in his bill, it may serve to point out to man,
that plenty and happiness will be the consequence
of care and attention.

The club is the symbol of Hercules, and denotes
strength.

The various symbols belonging to the goddess
Diana, were oxen, lions, griffins, stags, sphinxs,
bees, boughs, roses, &c., which signify in a mystical
sense, the universe, with all its productions.

The story of Minerva, is entirely allegorical,
relating that Jupiter having devoured Metis, i. e.
Prudence, conceived Minerva, and was delivered
of her. This symbol means plainly that prudence
is wholly in God, and that he produces her exter-
nally by the wonderful works constantly manifested
in his government of the universe.

sacred name Jehovah. Prudentius is witty at the expense of his
worshippers. He says,

Miror quod ipsum non sacratis Mentorem,

Nec templum et aras ipse Phidias habet,

Fabri deorum, vel parentes Numinum.

Qui si caminis institissent segnius,

Non esset ullus Jupiter conflatilis.— Eprror.
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It will not be foreign to my subject, to take
notice that cities, rivers, regions, and even the
various parts of the globe had their proper symbols,
which were so many ensigns to distinguish them.
Cities were signified by women with towers on
their heads: the East is represented by a woman
mounted upon a car, with four horses, ascending
as they go. The West is signified likewise by a
woman in a car drawn by two horses: the genius
that precedes her, together with the horses, de-
scending, by which the West, or sun setting, is
denoted.

The symbol of Asia was a woman with a mural
crown, holding an anchor, to denote that the way
thither was to cross the sea. Africa was depicted
by a woman with an elephant’s trunk on her
forehead. Thus were the different parts of the
world represented under their respective symbols
and hieroglyphics.

To improve properly on these mystical writings,
we must bring them home to ourselves, by way of
application.

First, in a physical sense; for under the various
names of pagan deities, are concealed the body and
substance of natural philosophy ; under allegories
the poets express the wonderful works of Nature.

Secondly, in an ethical sense the scope or intent
of mythologists was not fable, but morality. Their
design was to inform the understanding, correct the
passions, and govern the will. Examples are laid
down to kindle in the mind a candid emulation,
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leading through the temple of virtue to the temple
of honour. They set off, in the fullest colours, the
beauty of virtue and deformity of vice.

Thirdly, in a theological sense; for let a skilful
hand modestly draw aside the veil of poetry, and he
will plainly discover the majestic form of divinity.
I think it is an assertion of Tertullian, who lived
in an early age of Christianity, that many of the
poetical fictions had their original from the Scrip-
tures. And Plato is said, by the best authorities, to
have derived the sublimest principles of his philo-
sophy, from some writings of Moses which he had
met with and studied in the course of his travels
in Egypt. Doubtless as the ancients, before the
invention of letters, expressed their conceptions in
hieroglyphics, so did the poets their divinity, in
fables and parables.

We also find, that even when they set up stones
in order to compose any memorial, there was some-
thing expressive either in the number of which the
monument consisted, or in the shape, or in the
order and figure in which they were disposed; of
the first kind were the monument of Mount Sinai,
and that at Gilgal, erected by Joshua upon the
banks of Jordan. They consisted of twelve stones
each, because the people of Israel, for whose. sake
the altar was built beside the streams of Jordan
which divided itself, opening a miraculous passage
for the whole nation, were principally classed into
twelve tribes, therefore the same number of stones
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were set up in the midst of the place where the ark
had rested.

Likewise the famous pillars before Solomon’s
temple were not placed there for ornament alone :
their signification, use, and mystical meanings are
so well known to the expert Mason, that it would
be both unnecessary, as it is improper for me to
assign them here; neither are the reasons why
they were made hollow known to any but those
who are acquainted with the arcana of this society ;
though that circumstance so often occurs in Scrip-
ture.

And with respect to assemblies and establish-
ments among men, they ever had signs and words,
symbolical customs and ceremonies, different de-
grees of probation, &c., &c., as manifestly appears
from all history, both sacred and profane.

When the Israelites marched through the wilder-
ness, we find that the twelve tribes had between
them four principal banners or standards: every
one of which had its particular motto; and each
standard also had a distinct sign deseribed upon it.
They encamped round about the tabernacle, and
on the east side were three tribes under the standard
of Judah; on the west were three tribes under the
standard of Ephraim; on the south were three
tribes under the standard of Reuben; and on the
north were three tribes under the standard of Dan :
and the standard of Judah was a lion, that of
Ephraim an ox, that of Reuben a man, and that of
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Dan an eagle.’ Whence were framed the hiero-
glyphics of cherubims and seraphims, to represent
the people of Israel.

The ancient prophets, when they would describe
things emphatically, did not only draw parables from
things which offered themselves, as from the rent
of a garment, from the sabbatic year, from the
vessels of a potter; but also when such fit objects
were wanting they supplied them by their own
actions, as by rending a garment, by shooting, by
making bare their body, by imposing significant
names to their sons, hiding a girdle in the bank of
Euphrates, by breaking a potter’s vessel, by putting
on fetters and yokes, by binding a book to a stone
and casting them both into Euphrates, by besieging
a painted city, by dividing hair into three parts, by
making a chain, carrying out household stuff, like
a captive and trembling, by which kind of types the
prophets of old were accustomed to express them-
selves.

Thus having in an ample manner set forth the

3 Vatablus, from a certain Jew, says that the Israelites marched
under four ensigns. The first was Reuben’s, whose banner was
a man, signifying religion and reason; the second standard was
Judah’s, and it was a lion, denoting power; as in after times the
arms of Pompey the Great, Leo ensifer, were engraven on his
signet ; the third distinct’ colours were Ephraim’s, of an oz,
intimating patience and toilsome labour ; the fourth was Dan’s,
bearing an eagle, betokening wisdom, agility, and sublimity ;
from whence it is likely the towering Romans had taken, after
divers descents, their eagle, their pares aquilas, and their eagles
displayed under Constantine, and since. (See Dr. Kellet’s
Tricenium Christi, p. 84.)
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antiquity, meaning, and propriety of the use of
hieroglyphics, symbols, allegory, &c., from the
earliest times, and among the wisest and best of
men, in order to inform and satisfy the inquirer why
such customns have been retained by this ancient and
venerable institution, strange, indeed, and destitute
of reason and justice, must they appear who should
make the least objection to our secret economy.—
Mistaken censurers should be left to the enjoyment
of their own ignorance, malevolence, and detraction.

The Book of Judges informs us that the Gilead-
“ites made use of an expressive and distinguishing
mark, when pursued over the river Jordan by the
Epraimites,

The Essenes, among the Jews—a sort of Pytha-
goreans—also conversed one with another by signs
and words, which they received on their admission,
and which were preserved with care and reverence
as the great characteristic of that sect.

The Greeks, likewise, had a particular method,
which, before an engagement, was adopted by the
general and officers, and by them communicated to
the whole army, as a mark of distinction to know
friends from enemies. It commonly contained some
good omen, or the name of some deity worshipped
by their country, or some hero from whom they
expected success in their enterprises. And it is
judiciously remarked by Laertius, that as generals
use watch-words in order to discover their own
soldiers from an enemy—as it is practised in all
armies and garrisons at this day—so it is necessary
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to communicate to the members of a society certain
distinctions, whereby they may discover strangers
from individuals of their own sect.

And it i3 not within the reach of every one’s
observation that there is a meaning in many acts
and gestures, and that nature has endowed man-
kind with particular motions to express the various
intentions of the mind. We all understand weep-
ing, laughing, shrugs, frowns, &c., as forming a
species of universal language. Applications are
many times made, and a kind of dialogue main-
tained only by the casts of the eye, and motions of
the adjacent muscles; and we have recorded in
history an account of a philosopher who answered
an argument only by getting up and walking.

Bending the knees,* in adoration of the Deity,
is one of the most ancient customs among men.
Bowing, or prostrating the body, is a mark of
humiliation ; even joining right hands is a token
of fidelity, for Valerius Maximus tells us that the
ancients had a moral deity, whom they called Fides,
a goddess of honesty or fidelity; and adds, when
they promised any thing of old, they gave the
hand to pledge it, as we do, and therefore she is
represented as giving her hand, and sometimes
with her two hands conjoined. Chartarius more

4 Kneeling was always esteemed a symbol of humility—
Humiliari est ad humum inclinare. Prostration was the emblem
of a devout temper of mind. Rising again signified Hope, or
hoping Charity. Standing prepared the mind for prayer and
thanksgiving by an unfeigned Faith.
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fully describes this by observing, that the proper
residence of faith or fidelity was thought by the
ancients to be in the right hand.* And, therefore,
this deity, he informs us, was sometimes represented
by two right hands joined together; sometimes by
two little images shaking each other’s right hand ;
80 that the right hand was by them held sacred, and
was symbolically made use of in a solemn manner
to denote fidelity. And we read in the book of
Ruth of particular customs practised among the
Israelites, whenever they meant to confirm any
compact they entered into.

With respect to Probationary Degrees, the
instances that might be produced of the antiquity,
necessity, and general use of them, would fill a
large volume ; suffice it here to mention the fol-
lowing : —

The philosophers inform us that the Egyptian
King Xopper commanded that the secret of which
he was possessed should not be divulged to any but
those who were found skilful in every step they
advanced ; also the great heathen king Xopholet
ordered the grand secret of which he was possessed
to be revealed to none but those who after thorough
examination were found to be worthy, and inflicted
disgrace and severe punishment on those who

transgressed this law.
And if we examine the customs of the Jews, we

5 Amongst the Jews a glove was used to ratify a bargain or
contract, and given and taken as a pledge of Fidelity in the
transaction,
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shall see that the Levites had the several degrees
of initiation, consecration, and ministration. And
in their grand Sanhedrim they had all three chief
officers : the principal, vice-principal, and the cha-
cam, i. e. wise man; the two latter were called
assistant-counsellors.  Their pupils were divided
into three distinct classes, who, according to their
abilities, were from time to time elected to fill up
the vacant offices in this great assembly.

About the time of our Saviours nativity, the
eastern schools used a set form of discipline. The
scholar was first termed a disciple, in respect of his
learning ; a junior, in respect of his minority ;
bachur, i. e. one chosen or elected, in respect of his
election and coaptation in the number of disciples;
and after he had proved himself a proficient in their
studies, and was thought worthy of some degree, by
imposition of hands he was made a graduate. At
the east end of every school or synagogue the Jews
had a chest, called aron or ark, in which was locked
up the pentateuch in manuscript, wrote on vellum,
in square characters, which, by express command,
was to be delivered to such only as were found to
be wise among them. This method of proceeding
was also observed at the building of Solomon’s
temple, when we know the craftsmen were not to
be made masters until that glorious edifice should
be completed, that so they might acquire compe-
tent skill, and be able to give ample proof of their
qualifications.
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Pythagoras, who flourished above five hundred
years before Christ, never permitted a pupil to speak
in his school till he had undergone a probation of
five years’ silence.

The Essenes, already mentioned, had the follow-
ing customs when a person desired admittance into
their society: he was to pass through proper degrees
of probation, before he could be a master of their
mysteries ; when he was received into the class of
novices, he was presented with a white garment;
and when he had been long enough to give some
competent proof of his secresy and virtue, he was
admitted to further knowledge, but still he went on
with the trial of his integrity and good morals; and
at length, being found worthy in every respect, was
fully admitted into their mysteries; but before he
was received as an established member he was first
to bind himself, by solemn obligations and profes-
sions, to do justice, to do no wrong, to keep faith
with all men, to embrace the truth, to keep his
hand clear from fraudulent dealings, not to conceal
from his fellow-professors any of the mysteries, nor
to communicate them to the profane, though it
should be to save his life; to deliver nothing but
what he received, as well as to endeavour to pre-
serve the principles that he professed. Every
member ate and drank at one common table, and
any brethren of the same fraternity who came from
places ever so remote, were sure to be received at
their meetings.
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And it may be further remarked of the Jews that,
in the feast of the seventh month, the High Priest
was not even permitted to read the law to the people
until he had studied it seven days, viz., upon the
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth
days, being attended by some of the priests to hear
him perform, and to judge of his qualifications for
that purpose.

The above proceeding is so far from being novel,
that it is practised in our own nation even at this
day in the learned societies of every denomination ;
—for instance, in academical degrees, there are
bachelor, master, doctor; in the church, the several
orders of deacon, priest, and bishop; in the muni-
cipal law, those of the student, barrister, and
serjeant ; in the civil law and physic, student,
‘bachelor, and doctor: in each of these the disciple
or scholar undergoes proper examinations, and
must, or at least ought, to be found well qualified
prior to his admission to superior rank.

And as Freemasonry is in like manner a pro-
gressive science, not to be perfectly attained but
by time, patience, and application, how necessary is
it that testimonies of proper qualifications should
be required for the respective degrees, before the
candidate can attain them, both in regard to science
and morality —as the honour of the institution
should always be a principal object in view of every
Free and Accepted Mason, who ought to be well
instructed in the scientific knowledge and woral
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and social virtues peculiar to an inferior, ere he
will be admitted to the more sublime truths of the
perfect and well-qualified Mason.

The nature of my design leads me, in the next
place, to the consideration of the name which has
been adopted by our institution from its first esta-
blishment, and to inform the unlettered or inatten-
tive brother that this did not arise merely from our
skill in architecture, or the principles of building,
but from a more comprehensive acquaintance and
knowledge of the sublimest principles of philosophy
and moral virtue; which, however excellent they
may be in the opinion of the learned and judicious
part of mankind, cannot be indiscriminately revealed
to every ome, lest, instead of that respect which
they require for want of right understanding and
a sound mind, they might not produce their just
and necessary consequences, as even the purest
morality and wisest systems have been too often
ridiculed by the folly or perverseness of weak or
wicked men.

Therefore the name of Mason is not to be con-
sidered in the contracted implication of a builder
of habitations, &ec., but figuratively, pursuant to the
method of the ancient society on which this institu-
tion is founded; and, taken in this sense, a Mason is
one who, by gradual advances in the sublime truths
and various arts and sciences which the principles
and precepts of Freemasonry tend to inculcate and
establish, is raised by regular courses to such a
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degree of perfection as to be replete with happiness
to himself, and extensively beneficial to others.

As to the appendage ¢ Free,” that evidently
owed its rise to the practice of the ancients, who
never suffered the liberal arts and sciences to be
taught to any but the free-born.

I now presume I have sufficiently exposed and
controverted the foregoing allegations. And having
also traced back to the earliest ages the use and
meaning of symbols and hieroglyphics, and likewise
fully demonstrated the original intention and use of
allegorical figures and ceremonies, and the reason-
ableness and necessity of progressive degrees in the
pursuit of every art and science, no unprejudiced
person will think it extraordinary that those customs
and ceremonies established and connected with our
institution have been most sacredly and inviolably
preserved and adhered to by us to this day. But
what such customs and ceremonies are—for what
ends and purposes used — never can be known,
except to true and lawful brethren.

Therefore, however anxious and restless the busy
and invidious may be, and whatever attempts they
maymake to traduce our institution and proceedings,
or to discover our mysteries, all their endeavours
will prove ineffectual. They will still find that the
only means to attain to the knowledge of our mys-
teries are abilities, integrity, firmness, and a due
and constant perseverance in the great duties of
moral and social life, in the principles of religion
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and virtue, and whatever is commendable and
praiseworthy. These are the steps, and this is the
clue that will lead and direct the practisers of such
excellencies to the heights of Freemasonry, and,
while they adhere to them, will effectually secure
them favour from every able and faithful brother,
and the warmest approbation and satisfaction from
their own hearts.
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ARGUMENT VI

OF THE MOSAIC WORK AS A SYMBOL, AND THE VIRTUES OF
FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY, TEMPERANCE, FORTITUDE, PRUDENCE,
JUSTICE, BROTHERLY LOVE, RELIEF, AND TRUTH OF THE
MASONIC INSTITUTIONS,

As the steps of man are attended by various
and uncertain incidents of life, as our days are
chequered with a strange contrariety of events, and
our passage through this existence, though some-
times blessed with prosperous circumstances, yet
often beset by a multitude of evils, hence is the
lodge furnished with Mosaic work, to remind us of
the precariousness of our state on earth,

To-day our feet tread in prosperity, to-morrow
we totter on the uneven paths of weakness, tempta-
tion and adversity. Whilst this emblem is before
us, we are instructed to boast of nothing, to have
compassion, and give aid to those who are in adver-
sity, to walk uprightly and with humility ; for such
is our existence that there is no station in which
pride can be stably founded : all men are similar by
nature, yet some are born to more elevated stations
than others, but when in the grave all are upon a
level—death destroying all distinctions.

Whilst we tread on the Mosaic work, let our

E



74 MASONIC MANUAL.

ideas return to the original which it copies; and
let every Mason act as the dictates of reason
prompt him, to live in brotherly love, faith, hope
and charity.

Faith is the foundation of justice, the bond of
amity, and the chief support of society; we live by
faith, we walk by faith; by faith we have a con-
-tinual hope in the acknowledgment of a Supreme
Being ; by faith we are justified, accepted, and
finally saved. A true Christian faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen. If we with suitable true devotion main-
tain our Masonic profession, our faith will become
a beam of light, and bring us to those blessed
mansions where we shall be eternally happy with
God, the Grand Architect of the Universe, whose
Son died for us and rose again, that we might be
justified through faith in his blood.

Hope is the anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and enters into that within the veil ; let a
firm reliance in the Almighty’s faithfulness animate
onr endeavours, and teach us to fix our hopes within
the limits of his promises, so shall success attend
us. If we believe a thing to be impossible, our de-
spondoncy may render it so ; but he that perseveres
will ultimately overcome all difficulties.

Charity—oh, how lovely is the theme !—it is the
brightest gem that can adorn our Masonic pro-
fession ; it is the best test and the surest proof of
religion. Benevolence, attended by heaven-born
Charity, is an honour to the nation from whence it
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springs, it is nourished, and cherished. Happy is
the man who has sowed in his breast the seeds
of benevolence, the produce thereof is love and
peace; he envieth not his neighbour; he listeneth
not to a tale, when reported by slander; revenge
or malice hath no place in his breast; he forgives
the injuries of men, and endeavours to blot them
from his recollection. Let us, therefore, remember
that we are Christians and Masons, being ready
to listen to him who craveth our assistance, and
from want never to withhold a liberal hand ; so
shall an heartfelt satisfaction reward our labour,
and the produce of liberality most assuredly follow
after.

By the exercise of brotherly love, we are taught
to regard the whole human species as one family—
the high and low, rich and poor; all created by
one Almighty Being, and sent into the world for
the aid, support, and protection of each other: on
this grand principle Masonry unites men of every
country, sect, and opinion, and conciliates true
friendship amongst those who might otherwise have
remained at a perpetual distance.

Relief is another tenet of our Masonic profes-
sion. To relieve the distressed is a duty incum-
bent upon every man, but more particularly upon
Masons, who are linked together by one indissolu-
ble chain of sincere affection; hence, to soothe the
unhappy, to sympathise with their misfortunes, to
compassionate their miseries, and restore peace to

E 2
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the troubled mind, is the grand aim we have in
view : on this basis we establish our friendships and
form our connections.

Truth is a divine attribute and the foundation of
every Masonic virtue: to be good men and true,
is a lesson we are taught at our initiation ; on this
grand theme we contemplate, and by its dictates
we endeavour to rule and govern our lives and
actions; hence hypocrisy and deceit are supposed
to be unknown to us; sincerity and plain dealing
are our distingnishing characteristics, while the
heart and tongue join in promoting each other’s
welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.

Virtue is the highest attainment of the mind, the
integrity, harmony, and just balance of affection ;
the health, strength, and beauty of the soul. The
perfection of virtue is to give reason its full scope,
to obey the authority of conscience with alacrity,
to exercise the duties of life with fortitude, in
public to maintain justice, and in private to observe
temperance. To love and adore God with dis-
interested affection, and to acquiesce in his kind
providence with a calm resignation, is the surest
means of attaining virtue, approaching to perfec-
tion and happiness, and leaving the unhappy ways
of vice and misery.

Temperance is that due restraint of our passions
and affections which renders the body tame and
governable, and frees the mind from the allure-
ments of vice: this virtue ought to be the practice
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of every Mason, as it teaches him to avoid excess,
or contracting any vicious or licentious habits that
might necessarily lead him to betray his trust.

Fortitude is that noble and steady purpose of the
soul, equally distant from rashness and cowardice,
which enables us to undergo any labour or difficulty
when found necessary or expedient, and ought to
be deeply impressed on the breast of every Mason,
as a fence of security against any attack that might
be made upon him, by force or otherwise, to extort
from him any of our royal secrets.!

Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and
actions according to the dictates of reason; being
that habit of the mind by which men wisely judge
and prudentially determine on all things relative to
their present as well as their future happiness, and
ought to be nicely attended to in all strange and
mixed companies; never to let drop or slip the
least hint whereby the secrets of our royal art may
be illegally obtained.

Justice is the boundary of right, and constitutes

1 In the last century our brethren introduced many tests of
fortitude, to prove the candidates before they were initiated ;
and hence the brand, which in those times referred to the initia-
tion fee, was often considered in a much more formidable point
of view, and was an object of dread to the nervous candidate,
and his initiation frequeutly produced more entertainment to the
brethren than the order would fairly justify. His fortitude was
severely tested in some of the lodges; but such practices form
no part of the system of Freemasonry, and bave been many
years abolished. — Eprros.
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the cement of civil society. Without the exercise
of this virtue, universal confusion would ensue,
lawless force would take away the barriers of equity,
and social intercourse would no longer exist. And
as justice, in a great measure, constitutes the really
good man, so it ought to be the perpetual study of
the accomplished Mason never to deviate from the
minutest principle thereof.
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ARGUMENT VIIL

ON THE MODEL OR GROUND-PLAN OF THE TEMPLE ; JACOB’S
LADDER ; THE GRAND ARCHITECT'S S8IX PERIODS ; AND JEPTHA'S
BATTLE WITH THE EPHRAIMITES.

From the earliest period, mankind ever had
the most convincing proofs of the existence of a
Supreme Being.! _Yet in the most ancient and
best historians we do not find it recorded that any
place was set apart for worshipping the true God,
till after the happy deliverance of the Children of
Israel from their Egyptian bondage ; when the
time was then at hand that the Almighty revealed
himself amongst men in so wonderful a manner
that made his name glorious throughout all nations.

He did not lead the Children of Israel through
the land of the Philistines, although a much nearer.
way, but through the wilderness, wherein he showed
his great wisdom and mercy; as the spirit of liberty
being yet in embryo, their hearts might fail them

1 But though all nations acknowledged the existence of a
supreme and superintending power, none but the Jews wor-
shipped him truly. All other people, as Minucius Felix says,
« Conditorem suum aut ducem inclytum, aut reginam pudicam,
sexu suo fortiorem, aut alicujus muneris, vel artis repertorem
venerabatur, ut civem bone memorie. Sic defunctis preemium,
et futuris dabatur exemplum,”— Eprror.
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at the appearance of so warlike a people as the
Philistines, and they might return to their former
slavery.

He therefore commanded his faithful servant
Moses to conduct them through the wilderness,
- to the borders of the Red Sea, in their way to the
promised land ; which made Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, regret that he had let so many useful slaves
(as he was pleased to term them) depart his domi-
nions; and he ordered six hundred chosen chariots
to attend him, with all the company of his captains
that were in Egypt, for he was determined to bring
them back to their former captivity, or perish in the
attempt.

The Children of Israel finding themselves con-
fined by the Red Sea in the front, by impassable
mountains on the right and left, and the Egyp-
tian army in the rear, fear overcame them, and
in their despair, they murmured sorely against
Moses, saying, * Was there not ground in Egypt
for our interment, that thou hast brought us away to
die in the wilderness?”

Moses spake with comfort unto them, and told
them to fear nothing, for on that day they should
observe the salvation of the Lord, who would fight
for them ; and in order to prove his assertion, he,
by God’s command, stretched forth his hand over
the waves of the Red Sea, and caused a strong
easterly wind to blow, which divided the waters so
that there was apparently a wall on each side,



MASONIC MANUAL. 81

while the Children of Israel marched through on
dry ground.

Pharaoh perceiving this, his heart was hardened,
and he attempted to follow them, but the Almighty
continued his protection, by a miraculous pillar,
which had two wonderful effects, one was of light
to the Israelites by night, to conduct them through
the Red Sea, and the other as a pillar of cloud and
smoke by day, which was darkness to the Egyp-
tians, and prevented their pursuit; he also caused
a further plague amongst them, for with a mighty
hand and out-stretched arm, he sent an angel by
night to strike off their chariot~wheels, which made
them to drag so heavily, that the two armies came
not together all that night.

When morning dawn appeared, Pharaoh per-
ceiving the hand of God working sorely against
him, attempted to return ; but it was then too late,
for by that time the Israelites had gained the oppo-
site shore, when Moses desired them to look back
upon their long-dreaded enemy the Egyptians, for
in future they should see them no more ; he then,
by God’s command, stretched forth his hand a
second time over the Red Sea, which caused the
waters to return into their primitive channel, and
overwhelmed Pharaoh and all his host.® And in

2 Chmremon tells a curious story about the departure of the
Israelites out of Egypt. ¢ The goddess Isis appeared to King
Amenophis in a vision, and chid him severely for suffering her
temple to be ruined in the war; and Phritiphantes, a holy scribe,
suggested it to the king, that if he would clear Egypt of all

* ES
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commemoration of so happy and glorious a deliver-
ance, Moses marched three days into the wilder-
ness, singing hymns, praises, and thanksgivings to
the Most High; and they also erected a tgnt or
tabernacle in the wilderness, agreeably to the plan
given to Moses on Mount Sinai; which afterwards
proved to be the model or ground-plan of that
magnificent temple, built at Jerusalem by King
Solomon, with such regal splendour and unparal-
leled refulgent lustre, as far surpassed all former
exertions of human skill.

OF Jacor’s LAppEr.—Rebecca, the wife of Isaac,
well knowing there was a peculiar blessing divinely
confided to her husband, was resolved to obtain it
for her youngest son Jacob, although by birthright
it belonged to Esau, her first-born ; she no sooner,
by fraud, had obtained this blessing for Jacob, but
he was obliged to flee from the wrath of his brother,
who proposed in his mind to zlay him as he jour-
neyed to Padanaram, in the land of Mesopotamia,
where, by his parents’ strict command, he was
enjoined to go. Coming to a desert plain, and the
sun being gone down, he was obliged to take up
his abode there for the night, where he had the cold
earth for his bed, a stone for his pillow, and the
canopy of heaven for his covering ; and as he slum-

people labouring under foul and malignant distempers, he should
never be troubled again with like apparitions, Upon this there
was a call made of impotent and infirm wretches, and 250,000
of them were banished from the place under the command of
Moses and Joseph, two of the number, and holy men.”"— EprToR.
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bered, in a vision he saw a ladder, the bottom of
which rested upon the earth, and the top reached
to Heaven, whereon the angels of God were ascend-
ing and descending; those who were ascending,
were going to receive the divine commands, and
those descending, were coming to put the divine
laws into execution.

It was then and there the Almighty entered into
a solemn covenant with Jacob, that if he would
abide by his laws, and fulfil his commands, he
would not only bring him back to his father’s house
in peace and plenty, but would make of him a
great and mighty people; and as in process of
time Joseph, by Pharaoh’s appointment, became
the second man in command in Egypt, so the
Israelites became the most prosperous nation under
the heavens.

Tae Granp ArcHrTECT's Six PERIODS.—When
we contemplate that the formation of the world was
the work of that omnipotent and all-wise Being,
who formed and created the beautiful system of
the universe, how ought we to adare his holy name,
for his infinite goodness and mercy towards the
children of men! for before he was pleased to com-
mand the vast world into existence, the elements
and the materials of the creation lay blended with-
out form or distinction. Darkness was upon the
face of the deep, and the spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters, when the great Jehovah,
as an example to man, and to show that things
of moment ought to be done with deliberation—
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was pleased to continue six days in periodically
creating it from chaos to perfection.

The Almighty showed the first instance of his
power by making light; and seeing it was good,
he gave it his sacred approbation and distinguished
it by a new name—called the light day, and the
darkness he called the night;® and in order to keep
new framed matters within just limits, the second
period was employed in laying the foundations of
the heavens, which were to sustain the waters within
the clouds separate from the waters beneath. In
the third period, he commanded those waters
within due bounds; on the retreat of which, dry
land appeared, which he called earth; and the
waters when gathered together he called seas; the
earth being yet irregular and uncultivated, God
spake the word, and nature covered it with a most
beautiful carpet of flowers, plants, trees, herbs, and
shrubs of all sorts, in full growth and perfection.
In the fourth period, those two grand bright
luminaries, the sun and moon, were made by his
word, the one to rule the day, and the other to rule

3 Much has been written on the creation of angels. Ambrose
(Hexam. c. 5), and Hilary (de Trinit. 12), says that angels
existed before the creation of our world. Among the Greeks,
Basil, Origen, Chrysostom, and Nazianzen, held the same
opinion. Beda and Cassiodorus assert that they were created
within the six days ; while Gennadius and Acatius hold that the
angels were created after the world, and the soul of man after his
body. Almost all the divines of the Latin church, and after
them, the schools, believe that they formed part of the six days
creation. (See Col. i. 16.)—Epiron.
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the night; for signs and for seasons, for days and
for years; beside the sun and moon, the omnipo-
tent and all-wise Creator, was pleased to bespangle
the etherial concave with innumerable stars, that
man, whom he intended to make, might contem-
plate on his great wisdom, and justly praise his
divine majesty and glory. In the fifth period, he
commanded the waters to bring forth a variety of
fish for our use; and in order to imprint on
man a reverential awe of his divine omnipotency,
he created large whales, which, with other living
monsters, brought forth abundantly. In the fifth
period, he also created the fowls to fly in the air,
that man might please both his eyes and his ears,
in being delighted with some for their most beau-
tiful plumage and uncommon instinct, and with
others for their melodious notes. In the sixth
period, he created the beasts of the field, and
reptiles to crawl upon the earth, wherein we may
plainly perceive that his divine goodness and mercy
were made manifest in all his proceedings, by pro-
ducing what effect he pleased, without the aid of
natural causes,—such as giving light to the world
before he created the sun, and making the earth
fruitful, and capable of bringing forth plants without
the influence of the heavenly bodies.

He did not create the beasts of the field until
he had provided them with sufficient herbage ; nor
did he make man till he had fitted his house, and
furnished it with every thing requisite for life and
for pleasure. Then, to dignify the works of his

-t
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hands, he made man after his own image, who
came into the world with greater honour than any
of the creatures that were before him, as they came
with no other ceremony than the divine fiat. God
spake the word, and the inferior animals were
made ! but in the workmanship of man, there was
a consultation of the blessed 'I'rinity, saying, ¢ Let
us make man;” and he was accordingly formed
out of the dust of the earth, into his nostrils was
breathed the breath of life, and he became a living
soul. In this one creature was amassed every
thing that was excellent in the whole creation, such
as the quality or substance of an animate being,
the life of plants, the sense of beasts, the under-
standing of angels; being created after the image
of God, to adore his divine Creator, who had so
nobly bestowed on him the faculty of speech, and
endowed him with that most noble instinct, called
reason.

The Almighty, then, as his last and best gift to
man, created woman; under his forming band, a
creature grew manlike, but different in sex; so
lovely and fair, that what seemed fair in all the
world before now seemed mean, or in her summed
up; she came, led by her heavenly Maker, though
unseen, and guided by his voice ! Adorned with
whatever earth and Heaven could bestow to make
her amiable, ¢ Grace was in her steps, Heaven in
ber eye, in every gesture dignity and love.”

On the seventh day, the Almighty’s works being
ended, he hallowed, blessed, and sanctified the same,
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intending thereby, that man should work with
industry six days for the support of himself and
family, and set apart the seventh to rest from
labour, and to praise and glorify God for his being,
his protection, his sustenance, and every other
blessing that he enjoys.

May the six days’ work of the creation stimulate
every Freemason to industry.

JepTHA’S BATTLE WiTH THE EPHRAIMITES.—It
dates its origin from the time that the Ephraimites
crossed the river Jordan, in order to quarrel with
Jeptha, the Gileaditish general, by reason of his
not calling them out to partake of the rich spoils of
victory in the Ammonitish war, as their former
leaders had done. The Ephraimites had long been
a clamorous and noisy people, but at length they
came to extremities, threatening to destroy Jeptha
and his house with fire. Jeptha tried all mild and
lenient means to pacify them, which proving abor-
tive, he was obliged to have recourse to rigorous
ones; he therefore gave them battle, and defeated
them with great slaughter. ¢

4 ¢« The far greater part of the Jews, even Josephus, Philo,
and the Chaldee paraphrast, acknowledged Jeptha to have been
suffered by God, by the High Priests, and the whole people,
to offer the fruit of his own body, an innocent young virgin, an
only child, the sole object of his present comfort and future
hopes, in a burnt-offering unto the Lord, who had so often
declared his utter abhorrence against all such abominations, and
rejected the Canaanites upon that very account. A great deal
hath been written to establish the probability that she was not
put to death, but restricted to a life of celibacy ; but all that has
been alleged, in support of both opinions, amounts to nothing but
conjecture.” (Univ. Hist. vol. ii., p. 363.)—Ebiroz.
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Jeptha, in order to secure himself from the like
molestation in future, sent and guarded the passes
of the river Jordan, which he knew they must cross
in order to return to their own country, with strict
injunctions to his guards, that if any came that way,
and owned themselves Ephraimites, to slay them
immediately, and if they said nay, there was a
testword put to them, viz., to pronounce the word
Shibboleth, which they, for want of an aspiration
peculiar to their dialect, could not frame to articu-
late, but called it Sibboleth, which small variation
discovered their country, and cost them their lives:
so that there fell on that day in the field of battle,
and on the banks of the Jordan, as holy writ
informs us, forty and two thousand Ephraimites,
and that test-word was afterwards used amongst the
Gileadites to distinguish friend from foe.



ARGUMENT VIIL

ON THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCESB—GRAMMAR, RHE-
TORIC, LOGIC, ARITHMETIC, GEOMETRY, MUSIC, ASTRONOMY ;
AND ON THE SIX ARTS AND BSCIENCES, AB BLENDED IN
ASTRONOMY.

GRrAMMAR, which comprehends orthography and
etymology, teaches to decline nouns, conjugate
verbs, and to express a variety of words and
phrases, according to the idiom peculiar to the
language we speak in. This being the basis of all
the liberal sciences, it particularly concerns us, as
Masons, to know its rules; for without this know-
ledge, we cannot be acquainted with the beauties
of our own lectures, nor can we speak with correct-
ness or propriety.

Rhetoric is the art of speaking with judicious
emphasis, which enables us to regulate and vary the
tone of voice, in order to persuade, soften, and
affect the hearts of the hearers; it likewise leads
the mind to the discovery of things that are new, or
seem abstruse: this science is also enriched with
figures, which add strength and beauty to elocution,
and is therefore properly adapted to the subjects of
our Masonic mysteries.

Logic is that delightful science which guides our
reason, and directs our understanding to the know-
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ledge of things in general, as well for our improve-
ment as the instruction of others; and as the
excellency of Masonry consists in the four principal
operations of the mind, namely,—conceiving, judg-
ing, reasoning, and disposing; this liberal science
is highly essential to our fraternal institution.

Arithmetic is the ground-work, and absolute
foundation of universal knowledge; for without
the art of numbers, our natural abilities would in a
manner be useless, or at least so vague, precarious,
and defective, that scarce any material business
could be conducted with certainty. Abraham first
taught this useful science to the Egyptians, and it
was afterwards much improved by Pythagoras,
who introduced such hieroglyphieal figures and
allegorical emblems, as have enabled us to keep
the popular world perpetually ignorant of our mys-
teries, until they become Masons.

Geometry is the origin of the mathematics, and
the foundation of architecture; comprehending the
doctrine of whatever is susceptible of increasing or
diminishing ; hence, not only point, line, superfice,
and solid, come within our consideration, but also
time, space, velocity, and magnitude in general.
By the further study of this fifth science, on which
Masonry is founded, we are led to contemplate on
the inimitable works of the primary supreme grand
Geometrician of this vast terraqueous globe.

Music is divided into speculative and practical,
and is the art of so disposing and conducting sounds,
under certain measures of tone and time, as to
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produce agreeable harmony. This accomplished
scientifical art may also be contrived-and ordered by
consonances or succession, or both by just intervals,
30 as to raise delightful sensations, and be the means
of blending innocent mirth with our amusements,
when the right worshipful master orders us from
labour to refreshment.

Of all the noble sciences ever cult.lvated by man~
kind, Astronomy is acknowledged to be the most
sublime, the most interesting, and the most useful ;
for it not only treats of the system, magnitude,
distance, conjunction, and regular course of the
celestial bodies, but it unfolds the mystical causes
by which those wonderful revolutions are performed:
By the further study of the planetary orbs, our
mental faculties also become exalted, far above
the contemptible doctrine of those who doubt the
wisdom, power, goodness, superintendence, or even
the existence of a Supreme Being.

Astronomy stands confessedly the most exalted
and sublime science that has ever been cultivated
by man. By this divine science the Grand Architect -
of the Universe has enabled the mind of man, not
only to view his wonderful omnipotency in a much
stronger light than he could otherwise effect, but
also to demonstrate, even to the sceptic, if any such
exist, that nothing less than the Almighty Power
could establish such innumerable systems of the
heavenly bodies, place them at their relative dis-
tances, and finally keep the whole in universal order.
To view the starry firmament without this science,
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mankind are impressed with a reverential awe of
heavenly wisdom ; but when we explore the science
with its demonstrative truths, we are lost in astonish-
ment at the boundless fields of ether, where those
vast systems are placed. This noble science may
justly be said to comprehend the whole of the other
six: as by grammar we correctly express the sub-
stance of our observations ; by rhetoric we forcibly
impress the truths therein contained; by logic we
proceed to demonstrate those truths; by arithmetic
we make our calculations; by geometry we measure
the magnitudes and distances of those vast orbs;
and finally, we cannot but subscribe to the harmony
of the whole, where there is not the least discord
to be found in any of its parts. In short, it is by
the help of this sublime science that mankind are
enabled to plough the trackless ocean, to traverse
the sandy waste of the immense desert; by com-
merce to civilize rude and savage nations, to unite
men of all countries, sects, and opinions, and con-
ciliate true friendship among persons who would
otherwise have remained at an immense distance
asunder.
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ARGUMENT IX.

ON THE FIVE NOBLE ORDERS OF ARCHITECTURE : THE TUSCAN,
THE DORIC, THE IONIC, THE CORINTHIAN, AND THE COMPOSITE ;
AND THE FIVE POINTS OF MASONIC FELLOWSHIP JUSTLY ILLUS-
TRATED.

Tae Tuscan is the most simple and solid of the
five orders in architecture; it was invented in Tus-
cany, from whence it derives its name; its column
is seven diameters high; its capital, base, and enta-
blature, have but few mouldings or ornaments; yet
there is a peculiar beauty in its simplicity, which
adds to its value, and makes it fit to be used in
structures where the more rich and delicate orders
would be deemed improper.

The Doric is the most agreeable to nature, and
most ancient; it was invented by the Dorians, a
people of Greece; its column is eight diameters
high; it has no ornameats either on base or capital,
except the mouldings; its frieze is distinguished by
triglyphs and metopes, and the triglyphs compose
the ornaments of the frieze ; the composition of its
pillar is both grand and noble, and is therefore
principally used in warlike structures, where strength
and a noble but rough simplicity is required.

The Ionic bears a kind of mean proportion
between the more solid and delicate orders. The
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first idea of its invention was given by the Ionians,
a people of Greece; its column is nine diameters
high; its capital is adorned with volutes, and its
cornice has dentils or simple modillons ; and history
informs us that the famous temple of Diana, at
Ephesus, was of this order.

The Corinthian is the richest of the five orders
in architecture; it is deemed a masterpiece of art,
and was invented at Corinth by Callimachus; its
column is ten diameters high; its capital is adorned
with two rows of leaves, and eight volutes, which
sustain the abacus: this order is principally used
in stately and superb structures.

The Composite, or compound Rowman order, is
derived from the other four orders, and to the
Romans we are indebted for its invention; its
column is ten diameters high, and is quartered
round as the Tuscan and Doric; its capital has the
volutes of the Ionic, the two rows of leaves of the
Corinthian ; and its cornice has dentils or simple
modillons; this order is principally used in strue-
tures where strength, elegance, and beauty are
displayed.

The Mosaic pavement, being variegated and
chequered, alludes to that diversity of objects which
decorate and adorn the creation; likewise to that
wonderful variety of benefits which the great Creator
has so bountifully bestowed for use and sustenance,
even to the minutest of his creatures.

The Blazing Star—the glory in the centre—
reminds us of that awful period when the Almighty
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delivered the two tables of stone, containing the
Ten Commandments, to his faithful servant Moses,
on Mount Sinai, when the rays of his divine majesty
shone so bright that none could behold it without
fear and trembling ; it also reminds us of the omni-
presence of the Almighty overshadowing us with his
divine love, and dispensing his blessings among us;
and by its being placed in the centre, it ought also
further to remind us, that whatever or however
assembled, God is in the midst of us, seeing our
actions and observing the secret intents and move-
ments of our hearts; while the indented tesselated
border, or skirt-work, alludes to that kind care
of Providence, which so happily surrounds and
keeps us within its protection whilst we justly and
uprightly govern our lives and actions by the four
cardinal virtues, viz.: —Temperance, Fortitude,
Prudence, and Justice, which are represented by
four tassels.

The five points of fellowship are thus illustrated :
When the necessities of a brother call for my aid
and support, I will be ever ready to lend him such
assistance to save him from sinking as may not be
detrimental to myself or connections, if I find him
worthy thereof. Indolence shall not cause my
footsteps to halt, nor shall wrath turn them aside;
but, forgetting every selfish consideration, I will
be ever swift of foot to save, help, and execute
benevolence to a fellow-creature in distress, but
more particularly to a brother Mason.

When I offer up my ejaculations to Almighty
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God, I will remember a brother’s welfare as my
own; for, as the voices of babes and sucklings
ascend to the throne of grace, so most assuredly
will the breathings of a fervent heart; and so our
prayers are certainly required for each other.

A brother’s secrets, delivered to me as such, I
will keep as I would my own, because by betraying
that trust I might be doing him the greatest injury
he could possibly sustain.

A brother’s character I will support in his absence
as | would in his presence; I will not wrongfully
revile him myself, nor will I suffer it to be done by
others, if in my power to prevent it. Thus by the
five points of fellowship are we linked together in
one indissoluble chain of sincere affection, brotherly
love, relief, and truth.
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ARGUMENT X.

ON THE NATURE OF THE LODGE, AND THE ORIGINAL INSTITU-
TIONS OF THE BROTHERHOOD, INTERSPERSED WITH A VARIETY
OF METAPHYSICAL DISQUISITIONS AND SCIENTIFIC ALLUSIONS.

I Now take upon me to show that the first step
of a Mason is the representative of the first stage of
the worship of the true God.

The lodge, when revealed to an entering Mason,
discovers to him a representation of the world; in
which, from the wonders of nature, we are led to
contemplate the great Original, and worship Him
for his mighty works; and we are thereby also
moved to exercise those moral and social virtues,
which become mankind to observe as the servants
of the great Architect of the world, in whose image
we were formed in the beginning.

The Creator, designing to bless man’s estate on
earth, opened the hand of his divine benevolence
with good gifts; he has spread over the world the
illumined canopy of heaven; the covering of the
tabernacle and the veil of the temple at Jerusalem
were representations of the celestial hemisphere,
and were ¢ of blue, of crimson, and purple;” and
such is the covering of the lodge. As an emblem of

God’s power, goodness, omnipresence, and eternity,
F
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the lodge is adorned with an image of the sun;
which he ordained to rise from the east and open
the day, thereby calling forth the people of the
earth to their worship and work in the walks of
virtue.

The great Author of all has given the moon to
govern the night, a fit season for solemn meditation.
When the labours of the day are ended, and man’s
mind is abstracted from the cares of life, then it is
for our souls’ recreation to walk forth with con-
templative minds to read the great lesson of the
Almighty in the starry firmament, and in the innu-
merable worlds which are governed by his will;
and thence to meditate on his omnipotence. Our
thoughts returning from this glorious scene towards
ourselves, we discern the insignificance of man,
and by a natural inference, confess the benevolence
of that God who regards us, such mean atoms, in
the midst of his mighty works; whose universal
love is thus divinely expressed: ¢ That not a spar-
row shall fall unpermitted to the Father of all, for
the very hairs of our head are numbered !”

Until matter was taken in hand by the great
Architect, the earth remained dark, and without
form ; but the divine fia¢ was no sooner pronounced
than there was light I —Creation was delivered from
darkness, and the sun forthwith appeared in glorious
brightness. The luminary of nature fostered the
seeds of universal life, and vegetation flourished:
the moon yielded her influence to the waters, and
attraction originated the tides !
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Remembering such wonders in the beginning,
" we pray for the auspicious countenance of heaven
on our virtuous deeds, and assume the figures of the
sun and moon as emblematical of the great light of
truth discovered to the first men ; thereby implying
that, as true Masons, we stand redeemed .from
darkness, and are become the sons of light ! acknow-
ledging in our profession our adoration of Him
who gave light unto his works! Let us then, by
our practice and conduct in life, show that we
carry our emblems worthily ; and as the children of
light, that we have cast away the works of darkness,
obscenity and drunkenness, hatred and malice,
Satan and his dominions; putting on the armour
of light in charity, benevolence, justice, temperance,
chastity, and brotherly love, as the acceptable
service in which the great Master of all from his
beatitude looks down with approbation on human
beings,

The same divine hand, pouring forth bounteous
gifts, which has blessed us with the sight of his
glorious works in the heavens, has also spread the
earth with a beauteous carpet; he has beautified
it in various colours, fruits and flowers, pastures
and meads, golden fields of corn, and green valleys,
mountains skirted by nodding forests, and lands
flowing with milk and honey: he has made it (as it
were in Mosaic work), giving a pleasing variety to
the eye of man: he has poured upon us his gifts
in abundance, not only the necessaries of life, but

F2
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also “wine to gladden the heart of man, and oil
to give him a cheerful countenance;” and that he
might still add beauty to the scene of life wherein
he has placed us, his highly-favoured creatures, he
has bounded and bordered the earth with the ocean;
and the wise Creator has made man in his own
image; not meaning in the likeness of his person,
but spiritually, by breathing into his nostrils the
breath of life, and inspiring him with that resem-
blance of the Divinity, an intellectual spirit. He
encompassed the land by the sea, not only for that
salubrity which should be derived from its agitation,
but also that to the genius of man, a communica-
tion should be opened to all the quarters of the
earth; and that by mutual intercourse, men might
unite in mutual good works, and all become as
members of one society. These subjects are repre-
sented in the flooring of the lodge.

The universe is the temple of the Deity whom
we serve :—wisdom, strength, and beauty, are about
his throne, as the pillars of his works; for his
wisdom is infinite, his strength is omnipotence, and
beauty shines forth through all his creation in sym-
metry and order: he has stretched forth the heavens
as a canopy, and the earth he has planted as his
footstool : he illuminates his pavilion with the stars,
as with a diadem, and his hand he holds forth
majesty and glory: the sun and moon are messen-
gers of his will, and all his law is concord. The
pillars supporting the lodge are representative of
these divine powers,
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A lodge, where perfect Masons are assembled,
represents these works of the Deity.

We place the spiritual lodge in the vale of Jeho-
saphat,’ implying thereby that the principles of
Masonry are derived from the knowledge of God,
and are established in the judgment of the Lord;
the literal translation of the word Jehosaphat, from
the Hebrew tongue, being significative of those
divine ideas. ~The highest hills and the lowest
valleys,® were, from the earliest times, esteemed
sacred, and it was supposed the .spirit of God was
peculiarly diffusive in such places.* So in Ezekiel,
¢ Upon the top of the mountain, the whole limit
thereof round about shall be most holy.” It is said
in the Old Testament, the spirit of God buried
Moses in a valley in the land of Moab ; implying
that from divine influence he was interred in such

t A belief was prevalent in the minds of the early Christians
that the second advent of Christ would occur in the year One
Thousand of the Christian era, and that the valley of Jehosa~
phat, which is a deep ravine adjoining the city of Jerusalem, was
to be the scene of the final judgment.—Eprror.

2 It was said in the old York Lectures, that we meet on the
highest of hills or in the lowest of valleys in commemoration of
a remarkable custom with the ancient Jews in the building of
temples, schools, and synagogues ; and as, by the Jewish law,
whenever ten of them assembled together for that purpose, they
proceeded to work, so it was with our ancient brethren, who
formed themselves into a lodge whenever ten operative Masons
were assembled, consisting of the Master, two Wardens, and
seven Fellow-Crafts.—Ebpiror,

3 8t. Cyril informs us, in his fourth book against Julian, that
the phrases, the highest of hills, and heaven, are synonymous in
the sacred writings.— EprTon.
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hallowed retirement. On Elijah’s translation the
son of the prophets said to Elisha, ¢ Behold, now
there be with thy servants fifty strong men: let
them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master, lest
peradventure the spirit of the Lord has taken him
up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some
valley.”* Hence was derived the veneration paid
to such places in the earliest ages, and hence the
sacred groves of the Orientals and Druids. They
chose such solemn situations for their public wor-
ship, conceiving that the presence of the Deity
would hallow them: they set up their altars there,
and shadowed them with trees, that there, as did
Adam, they might ¢“hear the voice of the Lord
God walking in the garden.”

In the corruption and ignorance of after ages,
those hallowed places were polluted with idolatry;
—the unenlightened mind mistook the type for the
original, and could not discern the light from
darkness ;—the sacred groves and hills became the
objects of enthusiastic bigotry and superstition ;—
the devotees bowed down to the oaken and the
graven image, as if they were divine. Some pre-
served themselves from the corruptions of the times,
as we find some sages and select men, to whom

4 The fraternity in Scotland, according to the traditions of the
Scots Masons in the ancient lodges of Kilwinning, Stirling,
Aberdeen, &c., used formerly to assemble in the monasteries in
foul weather; but in fuir weather, they met early in the morning
on the tops of hills, especially on the day of St. John the Evan.
gelist, and from thence walked, in due form, to the places where
they were to dine. (North. Court., p. 129).
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was committed, and who retained the light of
understanding and truth, unpolluted with the sins
of the world, under the denomination of magi,
among the Persians; wise men, soothsayers, and
astrologers, among the Chaldeans; philosophers,
among the Greeks and Romans; Brahmins, among
the Indians ; Druids and Bards, among the Britons;
and with the chosen people of God, Solomon shone
forth in the fulness of human wisdom.

The master of each lodge should found his
government in concord and universal love; for as
the Great Architect moves the systems with his
finger, and touches the spheres with harmony, so
that the morning stars sing together the songs of
gratitude, and the warbling floods rejoice amidst
the invariable beauties of order, so should we,
rejoicing, be of one accord and of one spirit in
unanimity, in charity, and in affection ; moving
by one unchanging system, and actuated by one
principle in rectitude of mauners.

A Mason, sitting as the member of a lodge,
claiming these emblems as the testimonies of his
order, ought at that instant to transfer his thoughts
to the august scene which is there imitated, and
remember that he then appears professing himself
a member of the great temple of the universe, to
obey the laws of the Almighty Master of All in
whose presence he seeks to be approved.

The ancient record which I have before quoted
expresses that the first Masons received their know-
ledge from God, by which means we were endowed
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with the due understanding of what is pleasing to
him, and the only true method of propagating their
doctrines.

The few who remained uncorrupted with the
sins of nations, and who served the only and true
God, despised the fables and follies of idolators ;
others who were emerging from the ignorance and
blindness in which they had been overwhelmed,
contemplated on the wonders displayed in the face
of nature, and traced the Divinity through the ways
of his power and his mighty deeds. Contempla-
tion at first went forth admiring, but yet without
comprehending from whence all things had their
existence : contemplation returned, glowing with
conviction that one great Original, of infinite power,
of infinite intelligence, and benevolence without
bounds, was the Master of all. 'They beheld him
in his works, they read his majesty in the heavens,
they discovered his miracles in the deep ; every
plant that bloomed in the lap of Nature, and every
thing that breathed the breath of life, signified his
presence and his power. Such men were afterwards
made known to the enlightened, and were united
with them in the perfection of truth.

As the servants of one God, our predecessors
religiously believed that the Deity ought not to
be locally limited to an house, the work of men’s
hands.* In this the Druids copied after them: the

s « The appropriate place of druidical meeting in Britain was
Gwyrzva ; which, as it implies a place of presence, was a hill,
either natural or artificial, according to the convenience of the
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universe, they confessed, was filled with his presence,
and he was not hidden from the distant quarters of
creation ; they looked upwards to the heavens as
his throne, and wheresoever under the sun they
worshipped, they regarded themselves as being in
the dwelling-place of the Divinity, from whose eye
nothing was concealed. The ancients not only
refrained from building temples, but even held it
utterly unlawful; because they thought no temple
spacious enough for the sun, the great symbol of
the Deity.® ¢ Mundus universus est templum
solis.”” (the universe is Sol’s temple), was their
maxim; they thought it profane to limit the infinity

situation; and if the chief Druid wanted to perform functions
appropriate to the branch of Ovyzcaeth, he could also act as
an Ovyz—hold a meeting in a grove.” (Owen’s W. Dict. v.
Derwyz. )—EbrToR.

6 And when they did begin to build, their temples were alto-
gether stupendous. Not to mention the Tower of Babel, which
is an example familiar to every person, those of India and Egypt
appear to exceed our conception. The height of the pyramidal
gateway, says Maurice, leading to the magnificent pagoda of
Chillambrum, on the coast of Coromandel, exceeds 120 feet:
the circumference of the outer wall of Seringapatam extends
nearly four miles; and the stones that form the stately roof of
its principal gateway to the south are 33 feet long, and 5% broad.
In like manner, in Egypt, the hypostyle hall of Carnac was
supported by 140 columns, 200 feet high! The colossal statues
of both countries were 60 or 70 feet in height ; and point out
the high state of perfection which the Masonic science had
attained in the most remote periods of time.— EDIToR.

7 Yet the sun had material temples erected to his honour.
Thus Tacitus says, Proprius honor sofi, cui est vetus ades apud
circum ; he was worshipped with especial honours in his own
house ;—and Tertullian adds, Solis effigies de fustidio @dis emicat.

Fd
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of the Deity ;—when, in later ages, they built
temples, they left them open to the heavens, and
unroofed.

The true believers, in order to withdraw and
distinguish themselves from the rest of mankind,
especially the idolators with whom they were
surrounded, adopted emblems and mystic devices,
together with certain distinguishing principles—
whereby they should be known to each other, and
also certify that they were servants of that God in
whose hands all creation existed. By these means
they also protected themselves from persecution,
and their faith from the ridicule of the incredulous
vulgar. To this end, when they rehearsed the
principles of their profession, they pronounced,
¢ That they were worshippers in that temple whose
bounds were the distant quarters of the universe,
whose height was exalted to the heavens, and
whose foundations stood upon that axis, on which
the revolutions of the starry sphere were per-
formed.”

The Egyptians are described to us as being the
first people who advanced to any high degree of
knowledge in astronomy and science ; and hence
they acquired the means of discovering and proving
the existence of the Divinity, and worshipped the
Author of those sublime works which they con-

An obelisk was often dedicated to the sun, deo soli : and had
rays, gracilescentes, diminishing in splendour. (Vid. Tertul. de
Spect. c. 8, Cassiod. 1. 3, Ep. 51, and Ammianus Marcel. 1. 17.)
— Eprros.
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templated. But through priestcraft, or national
prejudices, they soon began to represent the attri-
butes of the Deity in symbols; and as the visible
operations of his omnipotence were chiefly expressed
in the powers of the sun and moon, whose influence
they perceived through all the field of nature, they
depicted the Deity by those heavenly bodies, and at
length, under the names of Osiris and Isis, adored
the God of nature.®

As we derived many of our mysteries and moral
principles from the doctrines of Pythagoras,® who

8 We find on the Egyptian monuments, according to the
Marquis Spineto, the names of Osiris and Isis are expressed
phonetically, figuratively, and symbolically. Phonetically, the
name of Osiris consists of four signs or characters—a sceptre,
with the head of a species of wolf, which denotes the vowel O ;
the crooked line, S; the oval, an R; the arm, an E, or an I;—
which gives Osre, the abbreviation of Osire, or Osiri. His
symbolic name was represented by an eye and the throne, to
which sometimes the hatchet was added, as the symbolical sign
of the deity; and, at other times, the abridged figure of the
god as a generic character. His figurative name was represented
by the image of a god, mostly sitting, bearing on his head the
royal pschent, and often in his hand the whip and the sceptre,
as he was considered the king of the Amenti. The phonetic
exhibition of Isis was the cup, which stood for I; the egg, which
was an S; the half-circle, which stood for the feminine gender;
and the throne, by which the goddess was perpetually designated.
Figuratively, she was represented by the image of a woman
sitting, holding on her head the circle, surrounded by horns;
and sometimes in her hand, either the sign of divine life, or a
flower of lotus. Symbolically, her representation was the throne,
the half-circle, and the egg.—EbprTon,

9 In the revision of our lectures, by Rodwell Wright and
Dr. Hemming, the outline of the geometrical system of Pytha.
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had acquired his learning in Egypt, and others from
the Pheenicians, who had received the Egyptian
theology in an early age, it is not to be wondered
that we should adopt Egyptian symbols to represent
or express the attributes of the Divinity.

The Pythagorean system of philosophy also points
out to us a reason for the figure of the sun being
introduced into the lodge, as being the centre of
the planetary system, as well as the emblem of the
Deity. This grand emblem was a symbol expres-
sing the first and greatest principles of his doctrines.
This was also a representation of the Abrax, which
governed the stellary world, and of our diurnal
revolutions.

In the books of Hermes Trismegistus, who was
an Egyptian, and said to be contemporary with
Abraham’s grandfather, is a remarkable passage ;
when speaking of the Deity, he says, ¢ But if thou
wilt see him, consider and understand the sun,
consider the course of the moon, consider the order
of the stars. Oh, thou unspeakable and unutterable,
to be praised with silence !”

From hence we are naturally led to perceive the
origin of the Egyptian symbolization, and the reason
for their adopting those objects as expressive of the
might, majesty, and omnipresence of the Deity.

Posterity, to record the wise doctrines and reli-

goras has been incorporated into the S8econd Lecture ; and I am
surprised that the science of numbers, taken from the same
source, was not added, when explaining the winding staircase.——
Eprroe.
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gious principles of the first professors of the true
worship, have adopted these descriptions of the
lodge in which they have assembled, and maintain
those religious tenets which nature dictates, in gra-
titude to Him under whom we exist ; and working
in the acceptable service of Him who rejoiceth in
the upright man.

Such is the Freemason, and such is the lodge of
Masons; such are the principles of this society.
These were the original institutions of our brother-
hood ; let us hold ourselves above the ridicule of
the vulgar, and the scoffing of the ignorant. Envy
is the parent of wicked works: and whilst we per-
form our duties in life with integrity, and maintain
our principles as Masons with fidelity and truth,
malice cannot reach our peace, nor persecution
shake our minds, if so established in the rectitude
of our hearts and the inoffensiveness of our con-
sciences.



110

ARGUMENT XI

ON THE FURNITURE OF THE LODGE, AND ON THE APPAREL
AND JEWELS USED BY THE OFFICIAL PART OF THE FRATER-
NITY, THE WHOLE ILLUMINATED WITH EMBLEMATICAL CORUS-
CATIONS.

It is with pleasure I pursue the duty I have
imposed upon myself, to give solutions of the mys-
teries in Masonry; which to minds inattentive to
the real import of the objects in their view, might
remain undiscovered ; and the professor of Masonry
might pass on, without receiving a just sense of
those honours which he has assumed.
~ I'have defined what is intended to be represented
by a lodge, as also its origin and nature; it is now
my duty to discover to you the import of the furni-
ture of a lodge.

As Solomon, at Jerusalem, carried into the Jewish
temple all the vessels and instruments requisite for
the service of Jehovah, according to the law of his
people, so we Masons, as workers in moral duties,
and as servants of the Great Architect of the world,
have before us those emblems which must con-
stantly remind us of what we are, and what is
required of us.

The third emanation of Abrax, in the Gnostic
hierarchy, was Phroncesis, the emblem of Prudence,
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which is the first and most exalted object that
demands our attention in the lodge. It is placed
in the centre, ever to be present to the eye of the
Mason, that his heart may be attentive to her dic-
tates, and stedfast in her laws ;—for prudence is
the rule of all virtues ;—prudence is the path which
leads to every degree of propriety;—prudence is
the channel whence self-approbation flows for ever:
she leads us forth to worthy actions, and as a guiding
star enlightens us through the dreary and darksome
ways of this life.

Virtue, by moralists, is defined to be ¢ that sted-
fast purpose, and firm will of doing those things
which nature has dictated to us as the best and
most salutary ;—a habit of the soul by which man-
kind are inclined to do the things which are upright
and good, and to avoid those that are evil” In
short, virtue is moral honesty, and comprehends
good principles.

Of the virtues, of which prudence is the rule,
three are called cardinal virtues, of which, properly,
a Mason should be possessed,—Fortitude, Tempe-
rance, and Justice; for without these the name of
Mason is an empty title.

That Fortitude should be the characteristic of a
Mason we need not argue; by means of which, in
the midst of pressing evils, he is enabled to do that
which is agreeable to the dictates of right reason.

Temperance also must be one of his stedfast prin-
ciples, being the moderating or restraining of our
affections and passions, especially in sobriety and
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chastity. We regard Temperance, under the various
definitions of moralists, as constituting honesty,
decency, and discretion; and in its potential parts,
instituting meekness, clemency, and modesty.

We profess Justice, as dictating to us to do what
is right to all, and to yield to every man that which
belongs to him.

The cardinal virtues, prudence, fortitude, tempe-
rance, and justice, hold in their train the inferior
ones of peace, concord, quietness, liberty, safety,
honour, felicity, piety, and pity, with many others
which were adored by the ancients in those ages,
when they confounded mythology with the worship
of the Divinity. Within the star-adorned zone of
prudence, all the virtues are enfolded.

We may apply this emblem to a still more reli-
gious import: it may be said to represent the star
which led the wise men to Bethlehem, proclaiming
to mankind the nativity of the Son of God, and so
conducting our spiritual progress to the Author of
redemption.

As more immediate guides for a Freemason, the
lodge is furnished with unerring rules, whereby he
shall form his conduct; the Masonic law-book is
laid before him, that he may not say through igno-
rance he erred; having whatever the great Archi-
tect of the world has dictated to mankind, as the
mode in which he would be served, and the path
in which they are to tread to obtain his approbation.
Whatever sacred precepts have been administered,
and whatever laws have been recorded by sages of
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old, the same are faithfully comprised in the Book
of the Law of Masonry. That book is never closed
in any lodge, and reveals the duties which the Grand
Master of all exacts from us; it is open to every
eye, comprehensible to every mind; then who shall
say among us, that he knows not the acceptable
service ? '

But as the frailty of human nature constantly
wages war with truth, and man’s infirmities struggle
with his virtues, to aid and conduct every Mason,
the Master holds the compass, limiting the distance,
progress and circumference of the work; he dic-
tates the manners, he gives the direction of the
design, and delineates each portion and part of the
labour; assigning to each his province and his
order. And such is his mastership, that each part,
when asunder, seems irregular, and without form;
vet when put together, like the building of the
temple at Jerusalem, is connected and framed in
true symmetry and beauty. The moral implica-
tion of which is, that the Master in his lodge sits
dictating such salutary laws, for the regulation
thereof, as his prudence directs; assigning to each
brother his proper province ; limiting the rashness
of some, and circumscribing the imprudence of
others; restraining all licentiousness and volup-
tuousness, discord and malice, envy and reproach;
and prompting brotherly love, morality, charity, cor-
diality, and innocent recreation; that the assembly
of the brethren may be maintained in harmony
and love.
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To try the works of every Mason, the square is
presented, as the probation of his life, proving
whether his manners are regular and uniform ; for
_Masons should be governed by unanimity and
equality, without the distinctions of pride and
pageantry: intimating that from high to low, the
minds of Masons should be inclined to good
works, above which no man stands exalted by his
fortune.

But superior to all, the lodge is furnished with
three luminaries; as the golden candlestick in the
tabernacle of Moses was at once emblematical of
the spirit of God, whereby his chosen people were
enlightened, and which was prophetical of the
churches; or as Josephus says, representative of
the planets and the powerful works of God; so
our three lights show us the three great stages
of Masonry, the knowledge and worship of the God
of Nature in the impeccable state of Eden; the
service under the Mosaic law, when divested of
idolatry, and the Christian revelation;' but most
especially our lights are typical of the Holy Trinity.
And as such is the furniture of the lodge; such are
the principles dictated to us as Masons; let us
rejoice in the exercise of those excellencies, which
should set us above the level of other men; and
prove that we are brought out of darkness into
light. And let us show our good works unto the

1 In the ¢ Star in the East,” passim, this subject is copiously
discussed, and the present system of Freemasonry assimilated
with the Christian religion.—Eprroz.
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world, that through our light so shining unto
men, they may glorify the great Master of the
universe; and therefore « do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with their God.” Masons profess
innocence, as one of their first principles. They
put on white apparel, as an emblem of that
character, which bespeaks purity of soul, gentleness
and humility.

We have the following passage in the Biographia
Ecclesiastica :—* The ancients were also wont to put
a white garment on the person baptised, to denote
his having put off the lusts of the flesh, and his
being cleansed from his former sins, and that he
had obliged himself to maintain a life of unspotted
innocency. Accordingly, the baptized are both by
the Apostles and the Greek Fathers frequently
styled, ¢ the Enlightened,’ because they professed
to be the children of light, and engaged themselves
never to return again to the works of darkness.
This white garment used to be delivered to them
with the following solemn charge :—¢ Receive the
white and undefiled garment, and produce it without
spot before the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you may obtain eternal life. Amen.’ They
were wont to wear these white garments for the
space of a week after they were baptized, and then
put them off and laid them by in the church, that
they might be kept as a witness against them, if
they should violate the baptismal covenant.”?

2 White doves, or doves with silver wings, (Ps. Ixviii. 13.)
were esteemed . the favourite bird of the Deity, like the robin in
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Whilst the apron with which we are clothed indi-
cates our innocence, and belies not the wearer’s
heart, let the ignorant deride and scoff; superior
10 the ridicule and malice of the wicked, we will
enfold ourselves in the garb of our own virtue; and
safe in self-approving conscience, stand unmoved
amidst the attacks of invidiousness.

The raiment, which truly implies the innocence
of the heart, is a badge more honourable than ever
was devised by kings ;—the Roman Eagle, with all
the orders of knighthood, are inferior to it ;—they
may be prostituted by the caprice of princes, but
innocence is innate, and cannot be counterfeited.

To be a true Mason, is to possess this principle;
or the apparel which he wears will expose him as an
apostate, disgraceful among the fraternity.

That innocence should be the professed principle
of a Mason, occasions no astonishment, when we
consider that the discovery of the Deity leads us to
the knowledge of those maxims wherewith he may
be well pleased. The very idea of a God is suc-
ceeded with the belief that he can approve of
nothing that is evil; and when first our predeces-
sors professed themselves servants of the Architect
of the world, as an indispensable duty they professed
innocence, and put on white raiment as a type and
characteristic of their conviction, and of their being

our own country; and hence it was esteemed sinful to disturb
or kill them. Thus Tibullus, (lib. 1, eleg. 8,)

Quid referam, ut volitet crebras intacta per urbas,

Alba Palestino sancta columba suo >—ED1ToR.
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devoted to his will. The Druids were apparelled
in white at the time of their sacrifices and solemn
offices. The Egyptian priests of Osiris® wore snow-
white cotton vestments in the service of Ceres,
under whom was symbolized the gift of Providence
in the fruits of the earth; and the Grecian priests
were habited in white raiments.

Every degree of vice strikes the rational mind
of man with some feelings of self-condemnation.
Under such conviction, who could call upon or claim
the presence of a Divinity whose demonstration is
good works ? Hence are men naturally led to con-
ceive that such a Divinity will accept only of works
of righteousness. Standing forth for the approbation
of heaven, the servants of the first revealed God
bound themselves to maxims of purity and virtue ;
and, as Masons, we regard the principles of those
who were the first worshippers of the true God, we
imitate their apparel, and assume their badge of
innocence.

Our jewels, or ornaments, imply that we try our
affections by justice, and our actions by truth, as

3 The name of Osiris seems to have been Uc-Sehor, and
Uc-Sehoris. According to Hellanicus, if a person had in Egypt
made inquiry about the term Osiris, he would not have been
understood, for the true name was Usiris. Philo Biblius, from
Sanchoniathon, calls the same deity Isiris ; and adds, that he
was the brother of Cna or Canaan, and the inventor of three
letters. I take Isiris and ‘Usiris, as well as Osiris, to be all
Uc-Sehoris softened and accommodated to the ears of Greece.
(Bryant. Mythol, vol. i. p. 96, 8vo. edit,)—Eprros.
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the square* tries the workmanship of the mechanic ;
that we regard our mortal state, whether it is dig-
nified by titles or not, whether it be opulent or
indigent, as being of one nature in the beginning,
and of one rank in its close. In sensations, passions,
and pleasures; in infirmities, maladies, and wants,
all mankind are on a level ; nature has given us no
superiorities but from wisdom and virtue, which
constitute superiority. From such maxims we make
estimates of our brother, when his calamities call
for our counsel or our aid; the works of charity are
from sympathetic feelings, and benevolence acts
without respect of persons in dividing what she
gives. The emblem of these sentiments is another
of the jewels of our society.

To walk uprightly before heaven and before
men, without inclining to the right or to the left, is
the duty of a Mason, neither as an enthusiast nor

4 In the translation of Cebes, by Syr Francis Poyngs, is the
following passage :—* What is this place called? The habita-
tion of blessed folke, (quoth he). For here dwell all vertues
and felicitee. It must needs, then, be a fayre place (quoth I)?
Then thou seest at the gate a certeyne woman, the which is
verye fayre, and of a constant face and behaviour, in hir middel
and lusti age, and hauynge hir apparell and garmentes symple.
She standeth not upon a round stoane, but on a square, surely
set and fixed ; and with hir there be two other, that seeme to be
hir daughters? It appereth soe. Of these the myddlemoste is
Learning, the dther Trouth, the other Perswasion. But why
stondeth this woman upon a square stoane? It is a token
(quoth he) that the way that leadeth folk to her is to them
bothe fyrme and sure, and the gift of those thynges that she
geveth is to the receivours sure and stable.”—EprToR.
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a persecutor in religion, nor bending towards inno-
vation or infidelity. In civil government, firm in
our allegiance, yet stedfast to our laws, liberties,
and constitution. In private life, yielding up every
selfish propensity; inclining neither to avarice nor
injustice, to malice nor revenge, to envy nor con-
tempt, in our intercourse with mankind; but as
the builder raises his column by the plane or per-
pendicular, so should the Mason carry himself
towards the world.

To rule our affections by justice, and our actions
by truth, is to wear a jewel which might ornament
the bosom of the highest potentate on earth;—
human nature has her impulses from desires which
are often inordinate ; love blinds with prejudice, and
resentment burns with fever ; contempt renders us
incredulous, and covetousness deprives us of every
generous or humane feeling. To steer the bark of -
life upon the sea of passion without quitting the
course of rectitude, is one of the highest excellencies
to which human nature can be brought, aided by
the powers of philosophy and religion.

Yet merely to act with justice and truth is not
all that man should attempt, for even that excel-
lence would be selfishness ; the duty in this case is
not relative, but merely proper; it is only saving
our own character and doing nothing for our neigh-
bour, for justice is an indispensable duty in each
individual : we were not born for ourselves alone, or
merely to shape our course through life in the soli-
tudes of tranquillity, and to study that which should
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afford peace to the conscience at home, but men
were made for society, and consequently aids for
each other; no one among us, be he ever so opulent,
can subsist without the assistance of his fellow-crea-
tures. Nature’s wants are numerous: our nakedness
must beclothed, our hunger satisfied, our maladies
visited. Where shall even the proud man find
sustenance, if he stand unaided by his neighbour?
when we look through the varied scene of life, we
see our fellow-creatures subject to innumerable
calamities, and were we without compassion, we
should exist without one of the finest feelings of
the human heart. To love and to approve, are
movements in the soul of a man which yield him
pleasure, but to pity gives him heavenly sensations,
and to relieve is divine. Charity hence has her
existence ; she acts from a consciousness of man’s
equality in nature; she knows the level on which
mortality was created in the beginning. Accord-
ingly, the Mason indulges sympathetic feelings from
the affections of the heart-breathing love towards a
brother, coupled with that original estimation which
considers all our species to be brethren. The result
of this humane judgment, induces us to weigh the
necessities of our suffering fellow-creatures by our
equality in nature, and pursuant thereto we dispense
our gifts from affection.

To be an upright man is to add still greater lustre
to the Mason’s character; to do justice and to have
charity, are excellent steps in human life, but to act
uprightly, gives a superlative degree of excellence ;
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for in that situation we should become examples in
religious, in civil, and in moral conduect. It is not
enough that we are neither enthusiasts nor persecu-
tors in religion, neither bending towards innovation
nor infidelity ; we must also not be merely pas-
sive but appear in the active character ; we should
be zealous observers and stedfast members of reli-
gious duty. In civil matters we should not only
submit to, but execute the laws of our country, and
obey all its ordinances; we ought to be faithful to
the constitution of the realm, and loyal to our king ;
true soldiers in the defence of our liberty, and of
his crown and dignity. In morality it is required
of us, not only that we should not err by injuring,
betraying, or deceiving, but that we should do good
in every capacity of that station in life wherein
Providence has placed us.

By such means let the Mason be proved, and
testify that his emblematical jewels are ensigns only
of the inward man ; so he will stand approved before
Heaven and before men, purchasing honour to his
profession, and felicity to himself as a professor of
Masonry,
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ARGUMENT XII.

ON THE LETTER G, AND THE RELATION EXISTING BETWEEN
GEOMETRY AND THE MASONIC INSTITUTION.

It is incumbent on me to demonstrate the inter-
esting signification of the letter G, wherewith lodges
and the medals of Masons are ornamented.

To apply it to the name of God only, is wrong ;
the symbols, indeed, used in lodges are expressive
of the Deity, as the great Master of Masonry, the
Architect of the world, and the Divine object of
worship and adoration.

But this significant letter also denotes with us
Geometry; which, to artificers, is the science by
which all their labours are calculated, formed, and
proved; and, to Masons, contains the determina-
tion, definition, and proof of the order, beauty,
and wonderful wisdom of the power of God in his
creation.

Geometry is said originally to have signified
nothing more than the art of measuring the earth,
or any distances or dimensions within it; but at
present it denotes the science of magnitude in
general, comprehending the doctrine and relations
of whatsoever is susceptible of augmentation or
diminution. So to Geometry may be referred the
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¢onstruction, not only of lines, surfaces, and solids,
but also of time, motion, numbers, weights, and
many other matters.

This is a science which is said to have its rise, or
at least its present rules, from the Egyptians, who
were under a necessity of using it to remedy the
confusion generally happening in their lands, by
the overflowings of the river Nile, which carried
away yearly all boundaries, and effaced all limits of
their possessions. Thus this science, which con-
sisted only at first of the means of measuring lands,
that every person might have his property secured
to him, was called Geometry, or the art of measuring
the earth; and it is probable that the draughts and
schemes the Egyptians were annually compelled to
make, helped them to discover many excellent pro-
perties of those figures which future speculation
continually improved.

From Egypt Geometry passed into Greece, where
it continued to receive new improvements in the
hands of Thales, Pythagoras, Archimedes, Euclid,
and others; the Elements of Geometry, which were
written by Euclid, testify to us the great perfection
to which this science was brought by the ancients,
though much inferior to modern Geometry, the
bounds of which, by the invention of fluxions, and
the discovery of an infinite order of curves, are
greatly enlarged.

The usefulness of Geometry extends to almost
every art and science ; by the help of it astronomers

turn their observations to advantage, regulate the
¢2
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duration of times, seasons, years, cycles, and epochas;
measure the distance, motions, and magnitude of
the whole earth, and delineate the extent and
bearings of kingdoms, provinces, oceans, harbours,
and every place upon the globe. It is adapted to
artificers in every branch, and from thence builders
preserve regularity and due proportion in their
works pursuant to the orders of architecture.

This naturally leads us to conjecture why the
square ig used as one of the lights of Masonry, and
part of the furniture of the lodge. To explain our
ideas on that matter we will only repeat the words
of a celebrated author ; treating of the rise and pro-
gress of the sciences, he says, “ We find nothing in
ancient authors to direct us to the exact order in
which the fundamental principles of measuring
surfaces were discovered. They probably began
with those surfaces which terminated by right lines,
and amongst these with the most simple. It is
hard, indeed, to determine which of those surfaces,
which are terminated by a small number of right
lines, are the most simple. If we were to judge by
the number of sides, the triangle has indisputably
the advantage. Yet I am inclined to think that
the square was the figure which first engaged the
attention of geometricians. It was not till some
time after this, that they began to examine equi-
lateral triangles, which are the most regular of all
triangular figures, It is to be presumed that they
understood the rectilinear figure first, to which they
afterwards compared the areas of other polygons,
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as they discovered them. It was by that means the
square became the common measure of all surfaces;
for in all ages, and amongst all nations of which we
have any knowledge, the square has always been
that in planimetry, which the unit is in arithmetic;
for though in measuring rectilinear figures, we are
obliged to resolve them into triangles, yet the areas
of these figures are always given in the square.
Thence we are led to determine that the square
was the first and original figure in geometry, and
as such was introduced into our lodges.”

The square was the figure under which the
Israelites formed their encampments in the wilder-
ness, and under which they fortified or defended
the holy tabernacle, sanctified with the immediate
presence of the Divinity.

As we before declared it to be our opinion, that
this society was never formed for, or of, a set of
working architects or Masons; but as a religious,
social, and charitable establishment, and that the
members thereof never were embodied, or exhibited
to the world as builders, save only under Moses,
and at the temple of Jerusalem, where with holy
hands they executed those works of piety, as the
patriarchs erected altars to the honour of the
Divinity, for their sacrifices and religious offices ;
so we are persuaded that the adoption of geometry
by Masons, or any emblem of that science, implies
no more than a reverence for such devices of the
mind of man as should demonstrate the wisdom of
the Almighty in his works, whereby the powers of
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Abrax are defined, and the system of the starry
revolutions in the heavens determined.

If we should look upon the earth with its produce,
the ocean with its tides, the returns of day and
night, the starry arch of heaven, the seasons and
their changes, the life and death of man, as being
merely accidents in the hand of nature, we must
shut up all the powers of judgment, and yield
ourselves to the darkest folly and ignorance. The
august scene of the planetary system, the day and
night, the seasons, in their successions, the animal
frame, the vegetation of plants, all afford us
subjects for astonishment above every compre-
hension except that of the Deity, whose works
they are.

Then how much ought we to esteem that mind,
through whose powers it is given to man to discover
the order of the heavenly bodies, their revolutions,
and their situations, whereby they render the opera-
tions of the Deity an unerring system, proving the
mightiness of his works, and the wisdom of his
decrees !

It is no wonder, then, that the first institutors of
this society, who regarded divine revelation from
the earliest ages of the world unto the days of its
perfection under the ministry of the Son of God,
should hold that science hallowed amongst them,
whereby such lights were obtained by man, in the
discovery of the great wisdom of the Creator in the
beginning.

In short, Geometry is the first and noblest of the
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sciences, and the basis on which the superstructure
of Freemasonry is erected.

The contemplation of this science, in a moral
and comprehensive view, fills the mind with rapture.
To the true geometrician, the regions of matter with
which he is surrounded afford ample scope for his
admiration, while they open a sublime field for his
inquiry and disquisition.

Every particle of matter on which he treads, every
blade of grass which covers the field, every flower
which blows, and every insect which wings its way in
this expanded space, proves the existence of a first
cause, and yields pleasure to the intelligent mind.

The symmetry, beauty, and order displayed in the
various parts of the animate and inanimate creation,
is a pleasing and delightful theme, and naturally
leads to the source whence the whole is derived.
When we bring within the focus of the eye the
variegated carpet of the terrestrial theatre, and
survey the progress of the vegetative system, our
admiration is justly excited. Every plant which
grows, every flowering shrub which breathes its
sweets, affords instruction and delight. When we
extend our views to the animal creation, and con-
template the varied clothing of every species, we
are equally struck with astonishment. And when
we trace the lines of geometry drawn by the divine
pencil in the beautiful plumage of the feathered
tribe, how exalted is our conception of the heavenly
work ! The admirable structure of plants and
animals, and the infinite number of fibres and
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vessels which run through the whole, with the apt
disposition of one part to another, is a perpetual
subject of study to the geometrician, who, while he
adverts to the changes which all undergo in their
progress to maturity, is lost in rapture and venera-
tion of the great cause which governs the system.

When he descends into the bowels of the earth,
and explores the kingdom of ores, minerals, and
fossils, he finds the same instances of divine wisdom
and goodness displayed in their formation and
structure; every gem and pebble proclaims the
handy-work of an Almighty Creator.

When he surveys the watery elements, and directs
his attention to the wonders of the deep, with all
the inhabitants of the mighty ocean, he perceives
emblems of the same supreme intelligence. The
scales of the largest whale, as well as the pencilled
shell of the minutest fish, equally yield a theme
for his contemplation, on which he fondly dwells,
while the symmetry of their formation, and the
delicacy of the tints, evince the wisdom of the
Divine Artist.

When he exalts his view to the more noble and
elevated parts of nature, and surveys the celestial
orbs, how much greater is his astonishment! If, on -
the principles of geometry and true philosophy, he
contemplate the sun, the moon, the stars, and the
whole concave of heaven, his pride will be humbled,
while he is lost in awful admiration of the Maker.
The immense magnitude of those bodies, the
regularity and velocity of their motions, and the
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inconceivable extent of space through which they
move, are equally wonderful and incomprehensible,
so as to baffle his most daring conceptions, whilst
he labours in considering the immensity of the
theme !

By geometry, therefore, we may curiously trace
Nature through her manifold ways, to her most
concealed recesses. By it we may discover the
power, the wisdom, and the goodness of the Grand
Architect of the universe, and see with surprise the
proportions which connect this vast machine. By
it we may discover how the planets move in their
different orbits, and perform their various revolu-
tions, By it we may account for the return of
seasons, and the variety of scenes which each season
displays to the discerning eye. Numberless worlds
roll around through the wide expanse, all regulated
by the same unerring laws of Nature !

A survey of Nature, and the observation of her
beautiful proportions, first determined man to
imitate the divine plan, and study symmetry and
order. This gave rise to societies, and birth to
every useful art. The architect began to design,
and the plans which he laid down, improved by
experience and time, produced works which have
been the admiration of every age.

Gd
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ARGUMENT XIIIL

ON THE HUMAN FACULTIES, AND PARTICULARLY THE FIVE
EXTERNAL SENSES; WITH A SHORT ANALYSIS OF THEIR
MASONIC INTERPRETATION.

AN analysis of the human faculties shall now be
given in this argument, in which the five external
senses particularly claim attention.

When these topics are proposed in our assemblies,
we are not confined to any peculiar mode of expla-
nation ; but every brother is at liberty to offer his
sentiments under proper restrictions. The follow-
ing thoughts on this important branch of learning,
may, however, be useful.

The senses we are to consider as the gifts of
Nature, and primary regulations of our active
powers; as by them alone we are conscious of the
distance, nature, and properties of external objects.
Reason, properly employed, confirms the regula-
tions of Nature, which are always true and salutary :
she distinguishes the good from the bad; rejects
the latter with modesty, adheres to the former with
reverence.

The objects of human knowledge are innume-
rable; the channels by which this knowledge is
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conveyed, are few. Among these, the perception
of external things by the senses, and the informa-
tion we receive from human testimony, are not the
least considerable; the analogy between them is
obvious. In the testimony of nature given by the
senses, as well as in human testimony given by
information, things are notified by signs. In one
as well as the other, the mind, either by original
principles or by custom, passes from the sign to the
conception and belief of the thing signified. The
signs in the natural language, as well as the sen-
sations producing our original perceptions, convey
similar ideas in all climates and nations, and the
skill of interpreting them, it would seem, is not
acquired, but innate.
Having made these observations, we shall pro-
ceed to give a brief description of the five senses.'
Hearing is that sense by which we distinguish
sounds, and are capable of enjoying all the agree-
able charms of music. By it we are enabled to
enjoy the pleasures of society, and reciprocally to
communicate to each other our thoughts and inten-
tions, our purposes and desires; while our reason is
capable of exerting its utmost power and energy.
The wise and beneficent Author of nature in-
tended, by the formation of this sense, that we
should be social creatures, and receive the greatest
and most important part of our knowledge by the
information of others. For these purposes we are
i This disquisition has been rejected by Dr. Hemming, in his
revision of the Lectures. It ought to be restored. — EpITOR.
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endowed with hearing, that, by a proper exertion
of our rational powers, our happiness may be com-
plete.

Seeing is that sense by which we distinguish
objects, and in an instant of time, without change
of place or situation, view armies in battle array,
figures of the most stately structures, and all the
agreeable variety displayed in the landscape of
nature. By this sense we find our way in the
pathless ocean, traverse the globe of earth, deter-
mine its figure and dimensions, and delineate any
region or quarter of it. By it we measure the
planetary orbs, and make new discoveries in the
region of fixed stars. Nay, more, by it we perceive
the tempers and dispositions, the passions and
affections of our fellow-creatures, when they wish
most to conceal them, so that though the tongue
might be taught to lie and dissemble, the coun-
tenance would display the hypocrisy to a discerning
eye. In fine, the rays of light which administer to
this sense, are the most astonishing parts of the
inanimate creation, and render the eye a peculiar
object of admiration.

Of all the faculties, sight is the noblest. The
structure of the eye, and its appurtenances, evince
the admirable contrivance of Nature for performing
all its various external and internal motions; while
the variety displayed in the eyes of different animals,
suited to their several ways of life, clearly demon-
strates this organ to be the master-piece of Nature’s
work.
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Feeling is that sense by which we distinguish the
different qualities of bodies ; such us heat and cold,
hardness and softness, roughness and smoothness,
figure, solidity, motion and extension; which, by
means of certain corresponding sensations of touch,
are presented to the mind as real external qualities,
and the conception or belief of them is invariably
connected with those corresponding sensations by
an original principle of human nature, which far
transcends our inquiry.

All knowledge beyond our original perceptions is
got by experience. The constancy of Nature’s laws .
connects the sign with the thing signified, and we
rely on the continuance of that connection which
experience has discovered.

These three senses, hearing, seeing, and feeling,
are peculiarly considered as objects of inquiry among
Masons.

Smelling is that sense by which we distinguish
odours, which convey different impressions to the
mind. Animal and vegetable bodies, and indeed
most other bodies, continually send forth effluvia of
vast subtilty, as well in the state of life and growth
as in the state of fermentation and putrefaction.
The volatile particles probably repel each other, and
scatter themselves in the air, till they meet with
other bodies to which they bear a chemical affinity,
with which they unite and form new concretes.
These effluvia being inhaled into the nostrils along
with the air, are the means by which all bodies are
smelled. Hence it is evident there is a manifest
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appearance of design in the great Creator’s having
planted the organ of smelling in the inside of that
canal through which the air continually passes in
respiration.

Tasting enables us to make a proper distinction
in the choice of our food. The organ of this sense
guards the entrance of the alimentary canal as that
of smell guards the entrance of the canal for respira-
tion. From the situation of these organs, it is plain
that they were intended by nature to distinguish
wholesome food from that which is noxious. Every
thing that enters into the stomach must undergo
the scrutiny of tasting, and by it we are capable
of discerning the changes which the same body
undergoes in the different compositions of art,
cookery, chemistry, pharmacy, &c.

Smelling and tasting are inseparably connected,
and it is by the unnatural kind of life men commonly
lead in society, that these senses are rendered less
fit to perform their natural functions.

Through the medium of the senses we are enabled
to form just and accurate notions of the operations
of nature ; and when we reflect on the means by
which the senses are gratified, we become conscious
of the existence of bodies, and attend to them, till
they are rendered familiar objects of thought.

To understand and analyze the operations of the
mind, is an attempt in which the most judicious
may fail. All we know is, that the senses are the
channels of communication to the mind, which is
ultimately affected by their operation; and when



MASONIC MANUAL. 135

the mind is diseased, the senses lose their powers.
The fabric of the mind, as well as that of the body,
is curious and wonderful; the faculties of the one
are adapted to their several ends with equal wisdom
and no less propriety than the organs of the other.
The inconceivable wisdom of an Almighty Being
is displayed in the abilities of the mind, which
extends its energy to every branch of science, and
is therefore a theme particularly worthy of attention.
In the arts and sciences which have least connec-
tion with the mind, its faculties are still the engines
which we must employ ; according as we understand
their nature and use, their defects and disorders, we
apply them with the greater success.

Wise men agree that there is but one way to the
knowledge of Nature’s works—the way of observa-
tion and experiment. By our constitution we have
a strong propensity to trace particular facts and
observations to general rules, and to apply those
rules to account for other effects, or to direct us in
the production of them. This procedure of the
understanding is familiar in the common affairs of
life, and is the means by which every real discovery
in philosophy is made.

On the mind all our knowledge must depend; it
therefore constitutes a proper subject for the inves-
tigation of Masons. By anatomical dissection and
observation we may become acquainted with the
body, but our constant study and sagacity is wanted
in order to ascertain the capability and powers of
the mind.
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To sum up the measure of God’s bounty to man,
we may add that memory, imagination, taste, rea-
soning, moral perception, and all the active powers
of the soul, present such a vast and boundless matter
for philosophical disquisition, as far exceeds human
inquiry, impossible to be really and essentially
known by any save Him to whom mankind in
general are indebted for creation, preservation, and
every blessing they enjoy.
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ARGUMENT XIV.

ON THE MASTER MASON'S ORDER AND OCCUPATION IN GENERAL :
THE WHOLE DISPLAYED IN A PROFESSIONAL AND MORAL POINT
OF VIEW.

As I at first proposed to investigate the three
progressive orders of Masons—Apprentices, Crafts-
men, and Masters—by a definition and description
of the several circumstances which attended the
worshippers of the true God, so have I, in the
former arguments, shown, that by the apprentice’s
order is implied the first knowledge of the God of
nature, in the earliest ages of man. Under the
craftsmen I have shown the Mosaic legation, and
the building of the temple at Jerusalem, together
with the light which men received for the discovery
of divine wisdom by geometrical solutions. I now
proceed to the third stage,' the most sacred, viz.,
the Master Mason’s order.

Under the Jewish law the service of God became
clouded and obscured by ceremonies and rites,
which daily crept in upon it through imitation of
the neighbouring heathen. When the morals of

1 This ingenious explanation of the third stage of Masonry

is borrowed from Hutchinson’s ¢ Spirit of Masonry;” but
there are reasonable doubts respecting its accuracy.—EDITOR.
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the Jewish nation were corrupted, civil jurisdiction
lost its sacred basis, innovations sapped religious
government, and anarchy succeeded. In this man-
ner the strength of the Jews was dissolved, and the
heathen triumphed over their nation.

Jehovah, their God and King, perceiving the
degradation of the Jew as well as Gentile, in his
benevolence was moved to redeem mankind. He
saw that the revelation which he had deigned to
make of his divinity, might, majesty, and wisdom,
to the nations of the earth, and more especially to
the Jewish tribes, was not sufficient to preserve them
in their duty; he weighed the frailty of mankind
in the balance which his justice suspended, and to
their imperfections he held out his mercy. The
Egyptians had abused their learning and wisdom ;
the Jews had polluted God’s ordinances and laws ;

2 1 subjoin a copy of the prayer which was formerly used
by our Hebrew brethren at the opening of their dodges:—
« Enlighten us, we beseech thee, O! Lord Jehovah, in the true
knowledge of Masonry; by the sorrows of Adam, thy first-made
man; by the blood of Abel, the holy one; by the righteousness
of Seth, in whom thou wert well pleased; and by thy covenant
with Noah, in whose architecture thou wast pleased to save the
seed of thy beloved. Number us not among those that know
not thy statutes, nor the divine mystery of the secret Cabala.
But grant, we beseech thee, that the ruler of this lodge may be
endued with knowledge and wisdom to instruct us, and explain
his secret mysteries, as our holy brother Moses did (in his lodge)
to Aaron, to Eleazer and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, and to the
seventy elders of Israel. And grant that we may understand,
learn, and keep all the statutes and commandments of the Lord,
and this holy mystery, pure and undefiled, unto our lives’ end.
Amen, 80 mote it be,”—EbrTOR.
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and Satan had established his dominion in the
strong places of the earth.

Piety, which had planned the temple at Jerusa-
lem, was extinguished ; the reverence and adoration
due to the Divinity was buried in the filth and
rubbish of the world; persecution had dispersed the
few who retained their obedience, and the name of
the true God was almost totally lost and forgotten
among men ; religion sat mourning in Israel in
sackcloth and ashes, and morality was scattered,
as it were, by the winds of heaven.

In this situation, it might well be said, ¢ That
the guide to heaven was lost, and the master of the
works of righteousness was smitten.” The nations
had given themselves up to the grossest idolatry,
Solomon had fallen, and the service of the true God
was effaced from the memory of those who had
yielded themselves to the bondage of sin.

In order that mankind might be preserved from
this deplorable state of darkness and destruction,
and as the old law was dead and become rottenness,
a new doctrine and new precepts were wanting to
give the key of salvation, by means of which men
might find the ways of the Deity.

In this woeful dilemma the great Father of all,
commiserating the miseries of the world, sent his
only Son, who was innocence itself, to teach the
doctrines of eternal life. By Him man was raised
from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness,
being lifted from the valley of death to the region
of hope; not only working for us this redemption,



140 MASONIC MANUAL.

but granting us the covenant of regeneration;—
whence we are capable to become the children of
the Divinity, and inheritors of Heaven.

Masons, describing the deplorable state of reh-
gion under the Jewish law, speak in figures : —
‘¢ Her tomb was in the rubbish and filth cast out
from the temple, and the Acacia spread its branches
over her monument.” The Greek name for inno-
cence being similar, implies that the corruptions
which crept into the old law had hid religion from
those who sought her, and she was only to be found
with innocence, under the banner of Messiah, the
tree of life; and in regard to Masons themselves, it
signified that they ought to be distinguished as true
Acacians or innocent people.

The acquisition of the doctrine of redemption is
expressed in the typical character of Huramen, the
Greek for «I have found,” and by the applications
of that name with Masons it is implied, that we
have discovered the knowledge of God and his
salvation, and have been redeemed from the
sin of death, and the sepulchre of pollutlon and
unrighteousness,

Thus the Master Mason represents a man under
the Christian doctrine, saved from the grave of
iniquity, and raised to the life and grace of sal-
vation.

As the great testimonial that we are risen from
the state of corruptxon, we bear the emblem of the
Holy Trinity, as the insignia of our vows, and of
the origin of the Master’s order.
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On receiving this ensign, the Mason professes
himself in a short distich, in the Greek language,
which, frem the rules of our order, we are forbidden
to commit to writing; the literal meaning of which
is ¢ Vehementer cupio vitam;” ardently I wish
for life ; meaning the everlasting life of redemption
and regeneration; an avowal which carries with it
the most religious import, proceeding from a pure
faith. The ceremonies attending this stage of our
profession are solemn and tremendous; during
which a sacred awe is diffused over the mind, the
soul is struck with reverence, and all the spiritual
faculties are called forth to worship and adora-
tion.

This our order is a positive contradiction to
Judaic blinduess and infidelity, and testifies our
faith concerning the resurrection of the body.

The divine construction put upon this emblem
of the Master’s order, which he declares is the prin- -
ciple by which he is raised from darkness, is also
the emblem of moral duties professed by the Mason,
and which in former ages were most religiously per-
formed. These are principles immediately resulting
‘from the Christian doctrine.

The Master Mason imposes a duty on himself
full of moral virtue and Christian charity, by

s In testimony of the above facts, the Deacon’s Jewel is a
dove. And in ancient times the holy Eucharist was kept in a
vessel in the shape of a dove, as an emblem of Christian charity,
taken from the holy spirit brooding over Christ in this form.
(Durant. de Ritib, Eccles. c. 34.)—EbiToR,
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enforcing that brotherly love which every man
should extend to his neighbour.

First, that when the calamities of our brother
call for our aid, we should not withdraw the hand
that might save him from sinking; but that we
should render him those services, which, not injuring
our own families or fortunes, charity and religion
may dictate, for relieving our distressed fellow-
creatures.

Secondly, that indolence should not persuade the
foot to halt, or wrath turn our steps out of the way;
but forgetting injuries and selfish feelings, and
remembering that man was born for the aid of
his generation, and not for his own enjoyments
only, but to do that which is good; we should be
swift to have mercy, to save, to strengthen, and
execute benevolence.

Thirdly, as the good things of this life are
variously dispensed, and some are opulent whilst
others are in distress; such principles also enjoin
a Mason, be he ever so poor, to testify his good-
will towards his brother. Riches alone are not the
only means of doing good ; virtue and benevolence
are not confined to the walks of opulence; the rich
man, from his many talents, is required to do exten-
sive good; and yet poverty is no excuse for an
omission of goodness; for as the breathings of a
contrite heart are regarded by our heavenly Father,
so a worthy Mason’s prayer may prove effectual in
calling down a blessing on his brother.

Fourthly—the fourth principle is never to injure
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the confidence of a brother, by revealing his secrets;
for perhaps that were to rob him of the guard which
protects his property or life. The tongue of a
Mason should be void of offence, and without guile ;
speaking truth with discretion, and keeping itself
within the rule of judgment; maintaining a heart
void of uncharitableness, locking up secrets, and
communicating in charity and love.

Fifthly, of charity, so much is required of a
Mason, in his gifts as discretion shall limit;—
charity begins at home; but like an olive, whose
fruit is good to eat, and whose shade is shelter to
the weary traveller, so is charity to the needy.
Charity spreads its arms abroad in the strength and
opulence of its station, and affords a retreat for
those who sit down under its branches. Charity,
when we give without discrimination, is no longer
a virtue; but, when guided by discretion, it is
pleasant as the beams of morning, in which thou-
sands rejoice. When the donative of pity is detri-
mental to a man’s own family, it becomes the
oblation of imprudence, and like incense offered
to idols, the sacrifice is unaccepted of Heaven.

As Moses was commanded to pull his shoes from
his feet, on Mount Horeb, because the ground
whereon he trod, was sanctified by the presence of
the Divinity;* so the Mason who would prepare

+ This arrangement was soon introduced into the heathen
mysteries ; and originated a practice of testifying a veneration
for the gods by performing religious ceremonies with bare feet,
as did the Jewish priesthood. Going barefoot was a sign of
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himself for this third stage of Masonry, should
advance in the path of truth, be divested of every
degree of arrogance, and come as a true Acacian,
or blameless worshipper, with innocence, humility,
and virtue, to challenge the ensigns of an order,
whose institutions are founded in the most solemn
and sacred principles of religion.

sorrow, and was used by David when he was expelled by his
rebellious son. (2 Sam. xv 80.) The Cretans, who were other-
wise very lax in the discipline of their religious mysteries, made
it penal for any person to enter the temple of Diana with his
feet covered. Pythagoras enjoined on his disciples the necessity
of a strict adherence to this practice; nudis pedibus rem sacram
Jacito ; and even the Roman ladies of the highest rank were not
excused when they entered the temple of Vesta. - At this day,
the Mahometans, who bear a corpse to its final destination in
India, throw off their shoes. And the reverence indicated by
bare feet is still prevalent in the East. On the same occasions
as we take off our hats—they uncover the feet; and it would
be thought highly indecorous to enter a temple or mosque with
their feet covered.—EDITOB.
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ARGUMENT XV,

ON THE BECRECY OF MASONS, AND ON THE EVIDENCES TO
PROVE THAT THEIR MORALITY WAS ORIGINALLY DEDUCED
FROM THE SCHOOL OF PYTHAGORAS, THE BASILIDEAN SYSTEM,
AND THE DRUIDICAL LAW.

In this age when things serious are too often
ridiculed, things religious treated with contempt,
and what is moral spurned from the doors of the
polite, no wonder if our intentions to prove this
society a religious, as well as civil institution,
should be ridiculed and despised.

It is not to be doubted but many assemblies of
Masons were held before the Christian era. The
first stage of Masonry took its rise in the earliest
times; it originated in the mind of Adam, descended
pure through the antediluvian ages; was after-
wards taught by Ham, and from him, amidst the
corruptions of mankind, flowed unpolluted and
unstained with idolatry to these our times, by the
channel of some few of the sons of truth, who
remained uncontaminated with the sins of nations,
carrying forward to us pure and spotless principles,
together with the original symbols. Those ancients,
enlightened with the original truth, were dispersed
" through many states; they were called to join the

Jewish nation, and many of them became united
H
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with that people. The intelligent were employed
in the construction of the tabernacle of Moses, they
were embodied at the building of the temple at
Jerusalem, and might from thence emigrate into
distant countries, where they would superintend
other religious works. The ceremonies of Masons,
prove that the testimonials and insignia of the
Master’s order, in the present state of Masoury,
were devised within the ages of Christianity; and
we are confident there are not any records in being,
in any nation, or in any language, which can show
them to be pertinent to any other system, or give
them greater antiquity.'

! If Dr. Ashe refers in the above passage to the legend of the
third degree, I think his conclusion is erroneous. I agree with
the ingenious author that the present system of Freemasonry is
essentislly Christian ; and not the less so because it commences
with the Jews: for Judaism, in all its references, was only a
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. (Gal. iii. 24.) ButI am
persuaded that the original version of that legend was used in
the very earliest times—even before the Flood—as a memorial
of the resurrection, and a type of Christ. It was known both
to the patriarchs, Jews, and idolaters ; was referred to by Jesus
Christ and his Apostles; and is allegorized in the parable of
the moral death and restoration of the prodigal son, who, it is
there said, * was dead and is alive again; was lost and is found.”
The idolaters exemplified the legend, and it was referred by
them to the setting and rising of their chief deity, the sun;
although some referred it to the sowing and sprouting of corn.
I cannot enter more fully on this mysterious subject; but the
fraternity will understand my meaning. Imay, however, add—
as it forms the theme of an existing document from the pen of
Bro. Sir W. Drummond, author of the Origines, which is to be .
seen in the archives of the Royal Arch Chapter at Edinburgh,
No. 1—that this eminent person interprets our legend astrono-
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In this country, under the Druids, the first prin-
ciples of our profession most assuredly were taught
and exercised: how soon the second stage and its
ceremonials were promulgated after the building of
the temple at Jerusalem, we have no degree of
evidence. As to the third and most sacred order, no
doubt it was adopted upon the conversion of those
who attended the Druidical worship, who had pro-
fessed the adoration of the One Supreme Being, and
who accordingly would more readily receive the
doctrines of a Mediator.,

Under our present profession of Masonry, we
allege that our morality was originally deduced from
the school of Pythagoras, and that the Basilidean
system of religion furnished us with tenets, princi-

mically. And though I differ widely from the theory, I must
confess that the arguments are very ingenious, and the coinci-
dences extraordinary. Hutchinson treats it as an allegory;
while I am persuaded it is commemorative of an actual fact
which occurred in the earliest age of the world.— Eprror.

2 Qur author here labours under a mistake. Speculative
Masonry owes nothing to Druidism, although it is freely admitted
that they have some ceremonies in common. But if we are
correct in supposing that the Tyrians or Pheenicians adopted
some of the usages of Speculative Masonry from the Jews, this
coincidence is easily accounted for. The intercourse of the
Pheenicians with this island gave a new character to the druidical
religion. And it is quite certain, that while the system of Specu-
lative and Operative Masonry united, flourished in England, under
the patronage of Athelstan and Edwin, Druidism was prohibited
by law; although it continued to be practised secretly for many
centuries, and is not yet entirely extinct. The question is dis-
cussed at large in the Freemason’s Quarterly Review, vol. viii,

p. 9—20.—Ep1TOR.
H 2
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ples, and hieroglyphics ;* but these, together with the
Egyptian symnbols and Judaic monuments, are col-
lected only as a successional series of circumstances,
which the worshippers of the Deity, in different
and distant ages of the world, had professed; and
are all resolved into the present system of Masonry,
which is made perfect by means of Christianity.
Thus it appears that Masons handed down, unadul-
terated, religious worship from the earliest ages.

That there were builders of cities, temples, and
fortifications, from the beginning, is indisputable ;
but that the artificers were formed into bodies, ruled
by their own proper laws, and knowing in mysteries
and secrets which were kept from the rest of man-
kind is not alike true; for so plain, easy, and intel-
ligible is the mechanic art of building, that it is
comprehensible to ordinary capacity, and needed
not to be wrapped up in mystic rules; neither was
there any occasion for the artificers to be possessed
of a science unrevealed to the world.

Man would be taught building by the animals
daily under his observation—the fox, the rabbit,
and many other creatures form themselves caves;
the beaver is an architect in wood, and builds his
house; the birds prepare their nests for the protec-
tion of their young; the bee lahours in constructing

3 It is well known from historical testimony, that the Egyptians
erected pyramids in honour of the sun, which were placed so
correctly that they served)for gnomons to mark the time,
and improved the science of astronomy by its application to

chronology, and discovered the number of days in the solar year.
Hence Basilides might have derived this portion of his system.
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hives and store-houses: the ants are gathered in a
commonwealth, where their provender and progeny
are secured. All these would instruct men in
building; so that whilst our race were acquiring
the first rudiments of knowledge from the book of
nature, after the darkness which had overwhelmed
them in their disobedience, this could remain no
secret.

Besides, if we should be esteemed merely the
successors of mechanics, and as such, should take
our grand progress from the building of the temple
at Jerusalem, we shall find that Hiram, who was
sent from Tyre to assist in that structure, had not
his excellence in architecture only, but in molten
work, and also in dying, as is said in Chronicles:—
¢ He was skilful to work in silver and gold, in brass,
in iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in fine
linen, and in crimson; also to grave all manner of
graving.” He was the subject of a state, wherein
the worship of idols was established. This kind
of religion gave encouragement to and advanced
the fine arts, as it employed statuaries, sculptors,
painters, and those who made graven images.
Solomon ornamented his temple with artificial
cherubims and palm-trees, fruits and flowers; from
whence we do not doubt Hiram was skilled in the
business of a statuary and painter, and that he
made graven and molten images. In Kings, it is
said only, ¢ that Hiram was filled with wisdom
and understanding, and cunning to work all works
in brass.” As to Solomon’s part in this great
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structure, being inclined to complete it as a work
of piety, pursuant to the ordinances of Heaven, and
the promises made to his father David, he was
truly the executor of that plan which was revealed
to him from above. He called forth the sages and
religious men amongst his people to perform it.
He classed them according to their rank in their
religious profession, as the priests of the temple
were stationed in the solemn rites and ceremonies
instituted there. This distinction was maintained
in most religious societies, but especially with the
primitive Christians. The chosen ones of Solomon,
as a pious and holy duty, conducted the work. If
we regard them as architects by profession, so we
may consider Abel, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses,
and David, by reason of the building of their altars,
which were no other than works of piety and devo-
tion. From those circumstances, we are bold to
say, that if we trace the antiquity of Masonry on
operative principles, and derive such principles
from the building of Solomon’s temple, we may as
well claim all the professions which Hiram excelled
in: but we will leave this speculation at present.

Some masters of design have brought their works
to a singular justness, symmetry, and order, in
Egypt and Greece, in Italy, as well as many other
European states ; but they, like proficients in paint-
ing and music, had their excellence from a degree
of genius and taste peculiar to themselves. It was
an ordinary acquisition of art, and they needed not
mysteries to keep it secret.
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We are persuaded there was no occasion to form
such secret rules for the compact of operative
masons. Solomon, for the conduct of such a mul-
titude, wisely preserved the order of the religious,
and the mysteries of their initiation, for the rule of
his people employed in the temple. Assuredly, the
secrets revealed to us were for other uses than what
relate to the working of masses of stone; and our
society, as it now stands, is an association on
religious and charitable principles; which principles
were acquired from a knowledge of God and the
Christian revelation.

Soon after Christianity became the established
religion of this country, the professors of it employed
themselves in founding religious houses, and in the
building of places of public worship. On any
reform of religion, it is observable the first professors
are inclinable to enthusiasm. Such was the case
in this land, on the advancement of the Christian
doctrine. A fervour for endowments infatuated the
minds of the converted; certain days were assigned
for the purpose of attending to religious works and
edifices, called haly-wark-days, on which no man
of what profession, rank, or estate soever, was
exempt from attending that duty. Besides, there
was a set of men called haly-wark-folk, to whom
were assigned certain lands, which they held by the
service of repairing, defending, or building churches
and sepulchres; for which pious labours they were
free from all feudal and military services: these
men being stone-cutters and builders, might also
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be of our profession, and most probably they were.
The county of Durham entertained a particular set
of those haly-wark-folk, who were guards of the
patrimony and holy sepulchre of St. Cuthbert.
Those men come the nearest to a similitude of
Solomon’s Masons, and the title of Free and
Accepted Masons, of any degree of architects we
have gained any knowledge of: but whether their
initiation was attended with peculiar ceremonies, or
by what laws they were regulated, we have not
been able to discover; and must lament that in
the church records of Durham, or in any public
" records, there are not the least remains of evidence,
touching those people and the constitution of their
society. It was a matter to be coveted by us
studying this subject, as most probably such con-
stitution or evidence would have confirmed every
hypothesis we have raised on the definition of our
emblems and mysteries.

The emblems used by these people very much
resembled the emblems of our society, several
tokens of which have been found of late years in
pulling down ruined monasteries. It is much to
be wished, that those noblemen, &c. on whose
estates ancient abbeys stand, would, on all occasions
of pulling down or repairing, give instructions to
their workmen, to preserve with .care any antique
marks, characters, or emblems they may find.*

4 The above observations have been illustrated under my own

eye. At the building of King Solomon’s temple, according to
our traditions, certain persons were appointed, called mark-men,
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There are double walls, or hollow pillars, in which

whose business it was to put a private mark upon the materials
as they came out of the hands of the workmen, whether in the
Tyrian quarries, the forest of Lebanon, or the clayey ground
between Succoth and Zeredatha, that every man’s work might be
kmown, and the materials put together with greater accuracy, when
they were brought to the holy city of Jerusalem. These marks
consisted of certain mathematical figures—the square, the cross,
the level, and the perpendicular, differently modified, which King
Solomon directed to be used for the above purpose, and have
since been denominated the Freemason’s secret alphabet. The
same system was transmitted by the Dionysian architects; and
was used by the expert Freemasons who built the noble religious
edifices of this and other European nations. In the summer of
1841, 1 visited the ruins of Kirkstead Abbey, in company with
an eminent practical architect, Brother Nicholson of Lincoln ;
and we found numerous detached wrought stones scattered about
which showed the architectural character of the building. In a
paper read before the Society of Antiquaries, by G. Goodwin,
junior, Esq., in the same year, the author says, that about three
years® previous, his attention was first drawn to the fact, that
¢¢ the stones, both inside and outside various ancient buildings in
England, bore, in many cases, a peculiar symbol or mark, which
was evidently the work of the original builders.” It immediately
occurred to him that these marks, if collected and compared,
might assist in connecting the various bands of operatives who,
under the protection of the church—mystically united—spread
themselves over Europe during the middle ages, and are known
as the Freemasons. * In length these marks vary from two to
seven inches. They are formed by a single line slightly indented ;
and consist chiefly of crosses, known masonic symbols, emblems
of eternity, and of the Trinity, the double triangle, the trowel,
the square, &c. The fish, a well-known and much-used symbol
of our Saviour in the early Christian church, occurs frequently
both in England and France.” In perfect conformity with this
doctrine, the marks on the wrought stones at Kirkstead were of
precisely the same character; and every stone had its private

mark, — EprToR.
HS
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such things were deposited. Few men will be at
the expense of digging to the foundations of such
buildings, where valuable marks and curious in-
scriptions might be found on the foundation, or
what was called the angle-stone, which formed a
perfect cube. This was a very ancient custom :
the unbelieving Jews accused our Saviour of having
stolen the mystic words, the Tetragrammaton, or
Urim and Thummim, from the foundation of the
temple at Jerusalem, which they said he carried
concealed about him, whereby he was enabled to
work his miracles.

Soon after the progress of Christianity in England,
all Europe was agitated by the zeal of an enthu-
siastic monk, who prompted the zealots in religion
to the crusades; in which, for the purpose of re-
covering the holy city and Judea out of the hands
of infidels, armed legions of devotees and enthu-
siasts, in tens of thousands, poured forth from every
state to waste their blood and treasure in a purpose
as barren and unprofitable as it was impolitic.

It was deemed necessary that those who took up
the ensign of the cross in this enterprize, should
form themselves into such societies as might secure
them from spies; and that each might know his
companion and brother-labourer, as well in the
dark as by day. As it was with Jeptha’s army at
the passes of Jordan, so also was it requisite in these
expeditions that certain signs, signals, watch-words,
or pass-words, should be known amongst them; for
the armies consisted of various nations and various
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languages. We are told in the Book of Judges,
‘ that the Gileadites took the passes of Jordan
before the Ephraimites; and it was so, that when
those Ephraimites who had escaped said, ¢let me go
over, that the men of Gilead said unto him,—*¢ Art
thou an Ephraimite?’ If he said ¢nay,” then said
they unto him, ¢say now Shibboleth,” and he said
¢ Sibboleth,” for he could not frame to pronounce it
right. Then they took them and slew them at the
passage of Jordan.”

No project or device could answer the purposes of
the crusaders better than those of Masonry :—the
maxims and ceremonials attending the Master’s
Order had been previously established, and were
materially necessary on that expedition; for the
Mahomedans were also worshippers of the Deity,
and the enterprizers were seeking a country where
the Masons were in the time of Solomon called
into an association, and where some remains would
certainly be found of the mysteries and wisdom
of the ancients and of our predecessors. Such
degrees of Masounry as extended only to the acknow-
ledgment of their being servants of the God of
Nature, would not have distinguished them from
those they had to encounter, had they not assumed
the symbols of the Christian faith.

All the learning of Europe in those times, as in
the ages of antiquity, was possessed by the religious;
they had acquired the wisdom of the ancients, and
the original knowledge which was in the beginning ;
many of them had been initiated into the mysteries
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of Masonry, they were the projectors of this enter-
prise, and as Solomon in the building of the temple,
introduced orders and regulations for the conduct
of the work, which his wisdom had derived from
the learning of the sages of antiquity, so that no
confusion shall happen during its progress, and so
that the rank and office of each fellow-labourer
might be distinguished and ascertained beyond the
possibility of deceit; in like manner, the priests
projecting the crusades, being possessed of the mys-
teries of Masonry, the knowledge of the ancients,
and of the universal language which survived the
confusion of Shinar, revived the orders and regula-
tions of Solomon, and initiated the legions therein
who followed them to the Holy Land: hence that
secrecy which attended the crusaders.

Among other evidence which authorises us in the
belief that Masons went to the holy wars, is the
* doctrine of that order of Masons called the Higher
Order; we are induced to believe that order was
of Scottish institution; separate nations might be
distinguished by some separate order, as they were
by singular ensigus, but be that as it may, it fully
proves to us that Masons were crusaders.

As the intention of this argument was not only to
speculate on the ancient secrecy among Masons, but
also to treat of the secrecy of Masons in this age, we
must therefore turn our thoughts to the importance
secrecy is of amongst us, when there are no holy
wars to wage, and nothing but charity and brotherly
love to cherish among Masons.
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This institution, which was first founded in the
mysteries of religion, is now maintained by us on
the principle of lending mutual aid and consolation
to each other. How should we be able to discern
the brethren of this family but through such tokens
as should point them out from other men? Lan-
guage is now provincial, and the dialects of different
nations would not be comprehensible to men igno-
rant and unlettered. Hence it became necessary
to use an expression which should be cognizable by
people of all nations. So it is with Musons ; they
are possessed of that universal expression, and of
such remains of the original language, that they can
communicate their history, their wants, and prayers
to every brother Mason throughout the globe ; from
whence it is certain that multitudes of lives have
been saved in foreign countries, when shipwreck
and misery had overtaken them; when robbers had
pillaged, when sickness and want had brought them
down to the gates of the grave, the discovery of
Masonry has proved effectual to save them ; the
discovery of being a brother, has stayed the savage
hand of the conqueror, lifted in the field of battle
to cut off the captive, has suspended the sword
imbrued in carnage and slaughter, and subdued
the insolence of triumph to pay homage to the
craft I

s Instances of these effects are numerous ; and there is not a
Mason living, of any standing, but can furnish cases where a
knowledge of Freemasonry has ¢relieved distress, taught the
ignorant, and wiped rivers of tears from the eye of bereavement;
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The importance of secrecy with us is such, that
we may not be deceived in the dispensing of our
charities; that we may not be betrayed in the ten-
derness of our benevolence, or let others usurp the
portion which is prepared for those of our own
family.

To betray the watchword which should keep the
enemy from the walls of our citadel, in order to
open our strongholds to robbers and deceivers, is
as great a moral crime as to show the common thief
the weakness and secret places of our neighbour,
that he may take his goods. Nay, it is still greater,
for it is like aiding the sacrilegious robber to ransack
the holy places, and steal the sacred vessele and
consecrated elements, devoted to the most sacred
rites of religion. It is snatching from the divine
band of charity the balm which she holds forth to
heal the distresses of her children ; the cordial cup
of consolation which she offers to the lip of calamity,
and the sustenance her fainting infants should
receive from the bosom of her celestial love.

As such, then, is the importance of our secrecy,
wherefore should the world wonder that no Masonic
tongue has ever revealed it? It was mentioned by
divine lips, ¢ What man is there of you, whom if his
son ask for bread will give him a stone; or if he ask

where it has reconciled jarring interests, and converted the
bitterest enemies into the dearest friends.” Such is its daily
operation. Hence all mankind may see the benign influence of
Masonry, as all true Masons have done from the beginning of
the world, and will do to the end of time.—EDITOR.
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a fish will give him a serpent?” Then can there
be a man so iniquitous among Masons, as to guide
the thief to steal from a sick brother the medicine
which should restore his health ? the balsam which
should close his wounds ? the clothing which should
shield his trembling limbs from the rigours of the
winter ? the bread which should save his soul alive ?

Such is the importance of our secrecy, were there
no other ties upon our affections or consciences than
merely the sense of the injury we should do to the
poor and wretched by a transgression of this rule,
we are persuaded it would be sufficient to seal the
lips of every man who professes himself to be a
Mason.
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ARGUMENT XVIL.

ON THE OCCUPATIONS OF MASONS, AND ON THE EVIDENCE THAT
THEIR OCCUPATION IS NOT A MERE MECHANICAL LABOUR, BUT
THE EXERCISE OF THE BEST QUALITIES OF THE MIND.

In a former Argument, I have declared it to be
my opinion, that Masons, in the present state of
Masonry, were never a body of architects." By the
« Book of Constitutions,” published by authority,
we see no grand communication held in form till of
very late date ; neither is there any evidence therein
to contradict the positions I have laid down. The

1 The author has fallen into this error by forgetting that
Freemasonry is divided into two branches, Operative and Specu-
lative. The former comprises all natural, mathematical, and
mechanical knowledge, so far as it is subjected to the external
senses ; and the latter, the knowledge of the hidden order of
the universe, and the secret things both of heaven and earth,
more particularly those of a spiritual and intellectual nature.
The knowledge of Operative Masonry is derived from three
sources :—1. From observation and experience, which are com-
mon to all mankind ; 2 From judgment and reflection, with
which God hath endowed his creatures in various proportions
and degrees; and 8. From the traditions of the masters of
wisdom and science in every age, whether oral or written, It
was founded at the building of the temple by the three Grand
Masters ; who are represented by the three lights, which are
emblematical of their respective characters— Wisdom, Strength,
and Beauty.—EDITOR. b]
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succession therein described is by no means to be
accepted and understood in a literal sense, but as a
pedigree or chronological table of the servants of
the Deity, working the duties of righteousness.

We ground a judgment of the nature of our
profession on our ceremonials, and flatter ourselves
that every Mason will be convinced they have
no relation to building and architecture, but are
emblematical, and imply moral, and spiritual, and
religious tenets. It appears self-evident, that the
situation of the lodge, and its several parts, are
copied after the tabernacle and temple, and are
representative of the universe: implying that the
universe is the temple in which the Deity is every
where present ; our mode of teaching the principles
of our profession is derived from the Druids; our
maxims of morality from Pythagoras; our chief
emblems originally from Egypt; to Basilides we
owe the science of Abrax, and the characters of
those emanations of the Deity which we have
adopted, and which are so necessary for the main-
tenance of a moral society. We believe that our
. present ceremonies were more generally taught,
and more candidates were initiated therein on the
opening of the crusades, than any other era, or on
any other known occasion.

The English historians agree that, in the reign
of Henry IL, and the year 1188, at an interview
between the kings of England and France, attended
by the prelates and nobility of both nations, the
archbishop of Tyre pronounced such a melancholy
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account of Saladin’s success in the Holy Land,
and the miseries of the Christians in that country,
that the audience was greatly affected with the
relation, and the two kings agreed to devote their
whole attention to the relief of those adventurers.
They received the cross from the hands of the
archbishop, resolving to go there in person; and
their example was followed by Philip, Count of
Flanders, and a great number of the prelates and
nobility there present; a plenary indulgence was
published in the pope’s name, for all those who
would make a fair confession of their sins, and
engage in the crusade ; the different nations as-
sumed crosses of a different colour, and rules and
orders were established for preventing riot, luxury,
and disorder, pending the enterprise.

These were the principal rules made for the
regulation of the crusaders.’ We may conjecture,
these religious campaigns being over, that men
initiated in the mysteries of Masonry, and engaged
and enrolled under those rules and orders which
were established for the conduct of the nations in
the Holy War, would form themselves into lodges,
and keep up their social meetings, when returned
home, in commemoration of their adventures and
mutual good offices in Palestine, and for the pro-

2 In speaking of the Mason-knights of the Holy Cross, I may
here observe, that the common tradition was, that the name of
GoOLGOTHA, which, in Syriac, signifies a skull, was given to the

mountain where Christ was crucified, on account of Adam’s

head, supposed to have been buried there by Shem, the son of
Noah.—Ebrror.
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pagation of that knowledge into which they had
been initiated.

As a further argument that builders and archi-
tects were not the original members of our society,
the Masons of the city of London obtained their
incorporation and charter in the reign of King
Henry V., in or about the year 1419; they taking
on themselves the name of Freemasons. By their
charter they are governed by a master and two
wardens, with twenty-five assistants, Of this in-
corporated body, sixty-five are of the Livery of
London. _

It has never been pretended that the society of
Free and Accepted Masons have in any manner
been connected, or much less have united them-
selves, with the incorporated body of Masons
enchartered, but on the contrary, have kept them-
selves totally apart.

It has been alleged, that in the reign of King
Henry VL. a law was enacted, setting forth, ¢ That
by the yearly congregations and confederacies made
by Masons in their general assemblies, the good
course and effects of the statute of labourers were
openly violated and broken, and making the future
holding of their chapters and congregations felony.”

It is impossible that this statute should relate to
any other persons than the incorporated body of
working Masons, who, under an exclusive charter,
by secret combinations, raised the prices of their
labour, and prevented craftsmen of their fraternity,
not members of the charter, from exercising their
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trade within the limits of London, which might
occasion a grievance worthy of Parliamentary
redress; but in what manner the statutes of
labourers could be affected by the associations of
our fraternity, is not in our power to comprehend.
Our records give us no evidence of any such con-
vocations at the time mentioned.

By the charter of Masons, they assumed the
title of Freemasons, being entitled to the franchises
of the city of London.

Why the title of Free is annexed to our society,
or that of Accepted, we hope we may be allowed
to conjecture was derived from the crusades.—
There the volunteers entering into- that service
must be free-men, born free, and not villains, or
under any vassalage; for it was not until long after
the crusades, that vassalage and feudal services,
together with other slavish tenures, were taken
away.

They were entitled to the style of Accepted,
under that plenary indulgence which the Pope
published, for all that would confess their sins, and
enlist in the enterprize of the holy war; whereby
they were accepted and received into the bosom
of the father of the church. Some authors have
presumed to tell us that it was the original design
of the Christian powers, in their enterprise to the
Holy Land, to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem;
but we cannot discover any good authority for this
assertion, In modern Masonry it is given as a
principle, why our dedication of lodges is made to
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St. John, that the Masons who engaged to conquer
the Holy Land, chose that saint for their patron.
We should be sorry to appropriate the Balsarian
sect of Christians to St. Johu, as an explanation
of this principle; St. John obtains our dedication,
as being the proclaimer of that salvation which was
at hand, by the coming of Christ; and we, as a set
of religious brethren, assembling in the true faith,
commemorate the proclamations of the Baptist.
In the name of St. John the Evangelist, we acknow-
ledge the testimonies which he gives, and the divine
logos, or word, which he makes manifest.’ But to.
return to the subject of the crusaders.

It is probable that the same enthusiastic spirit
which engaged men to enter into the crusades, at
the vast expense and hazard which history describes,
also led them into as enormous a folly in the build-
ing of religious houses. During the reign of Henry
the Second, when the English first engaged in the
holy war, there were not less than one hundred and
eleven abbeys, nunneries, and religious houses

3 The old Lectures ask—¢ What is the reason why our Lodges
are dedicated to God and holy St. John? Because, in the time
of the Palestine wars, the Mason-knights, having united with
those of St. Jobn of Jerusalem, to fight against the infidels,
they placed themselves under the protection of that saint; and
proving victorious in battle, they agreed, after returning thanks
to God, that the Liodges of Masons should in future be dedicated
to him ” —When I was first initiated into Masonry, the Lodges
were accordingly dedicated to “ God and holy St John ;” they
were opened by the same formula; which was again repeated
in the O.B., and I hope the period is not far distant when it will
be restored by authority.—EDITOR.
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founded in this kingdom; during the reign of
Richard the First, eighteen; and during the reign
of Henry the Third, forty; which shews the super-
stitious infatuation which had totally seized the
minds of the people in those reigns. The ecclesi-
astics, in imitation of the works of Solomon, might
become the masters of those works, and superintend
and conduct the labours of the inferior sect of haly-
wark-folk; that by acceptable hands such pious
works might be conducted, and from whence the
ignorant and profane might be rejected, like the
Samaritans; these might assume the honorary title
of Masons, which, from vulgar acceptation, would
naturally confound them with ordinary mechanics.
In the Anglo-Norman Antiquities, it is said of
Freemasons, that they were a religious association,
who engaged in the founding and erecting of
churches and religious houses in Palestine. I
have already mentioned the religious sect who
were really architects and builders of churches,
the haly-wark-folk, with no small degree of respect.
They were a body of men subsisting before the
crusades; they were maintained by the church,
under which they held lands for the service of
erecting and repairing holy edifices, and guarding
the sepulchres of saints. It is not improbable, that
when the rage of holy works and holy wars agitated
all Europe, that a body of those people might
embark in the enterprize, and be transported
thither to build churches, for the better planting
or propagating the Christian doctrine, or to guard
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and maintain the holy sepulchre. We would be
ready at all times to admit that these emigrants
might possess some rules and ceremonies for initia-
tion peculiar to themselves, so far as the bearers
of burthens were admitted under Solomon in the
building at Jerusalem, and that they might retain
their singular maxims and principles in secrecy ;
and it may also be admitted, that in honour of that
gradation of Masonry and of their profession, they
might claim the greatest antiquity, from Solomon’s
temple at least ; they might even be more than a
collateral branch of the Free and Accepted Masons,
as we have before admitted, and be initiated in the
mysteries of Masonry, their occupation being in no
wise incompatible with our profession; and they
might be known and distinguished by the title of
Operative Masons, as the Essenes were divided
into Theoricks and Practicks. But from the writings
of the author of the Anglo-Norman Antiquities,
we are convinced he was not a Free and Accepted
Mason himself ; and as the secrecy of that society
had attracted the attention of many, who, as their
curiosity was exercised, raised conjectures respect-
ing the name of Masons, to discover their origin
and principles, or to reconcile their own opinions ;
from whence, nothing was more likely to strike the
attention of an historian, than this body of men, the
haly-wark-folk, as if they were Masons.

Were we claimants only of the title of mechanics,
we might have chose as ancient, and a more honour-
able branch of the arts and sciences; we might have
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substituted geometry to a more worthy duty; and
bave honoured our Maker in some profession more
expressive of our sense of his power and dignity.
Our origin in this country is thought to be from
the Pheenicians,* (who came here with the Tyrian
Hercules, and introduced the doctrines of Ham and
the Ammonian rites, together with the Hebrew
customs) and afterwards emigrants from the Holy
Land, who taught us the rules instituted by Solomon
at the temple of Jerusalem; and finally, the propa-
gators of the Christian doctrine, who brought with
them the principles of the Master’s Order, and
taught the converted those sacred mysteries which
are typical of the Christian faith, and expressive of
the hope of the resurrection of the body, and the
life of regeneration. Yet we fear few among us
ave equal to the character we assume. Our lodges
are not now appropriated to worship and religious
ceremonies; we meet as a social society, inclined
to acts of benevolence, leaving our sacred offices
too much unperformed. We are totally severed
from architects, and are become a set of men
working in the duties of charity, good offices, and
brotherly love. Christians in religion,—sons of

4 Strabo (lib. 1.) informs us that the Pheenicians went beyond
the pillars of Hercules, and built cities in Lybia a short time
subsequent to the Trojan war ; and Milton conjectures that this
record concerning Lybia, quasi Alebion, so called by the Phee-
nicians, had some relation to this island, which was denominated
Albion. However this may be, it is quite clear that the
Pheenicians traded to this island at a very early period, and gave
a new character to the rites of the druidical religion, —Eprron.
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liberty and loyal subjects; we have adopted rules,
orders, emblems, and symbols, which enjoin us to
live a life of morality:—we have furnished our
lodges with those striking objects, which should at
once intimate to us the mightiness and wisdom of
God, the instability of the affairs of man, and the
various vicissitudes in human life, and have set
before our eyes preceptors of moral works; and to
strengthen our faith, we have enlightened our lodge
with the emblem of the Trinity.

It is well known to us, that there is scarcely a
state in Europe in which our fraternity have not
formed a body. The wisdom of the ancients would
pass abroad into many regions, and those who had
assisted in the pious labours at Jerusalem, would,
like Pythagoras, teach the sciences and mysteries
which they professed, and communicate the system
to which they had been initiated ;—religious men
would retain the doctrines and mysteries with
reverence, and with caution reveal them to those
they thought worthy ; hence the original knowledge
would pass into many countries. But there is
no accounting for this universality of the society,
upon the principles of architecture and operative
Masonry. The rage of church building bad not
seized all Europe as it did England; neither is
there any probable reasons to be deduced from
architecture and the practice of builders, to account
why in every tongue, and in every kingdom, the
ceremonials of being made a Mason should be the

same, If the honour of architecture were all that
I
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was to be regarded in the society, various would be
the devices by which the members in each nation
would profess it. As architecture, according to its
present orders, had its progress from Egypt and
Greece, some nations would have borrowed symbols
and ensiguns peculiar to those people; or we should
have had in our ceremonies, or in our workings,
some devices which might have distinguished to us
the beauties, orders, ornaments, proportions, or
symmetries, of some or all of the rules, modes, or
orders of architecture, either from the plains of
Shinar, from Egypt, Jerusalem, Tadmor, or Greece,
or have retained some geometrical problems, on
which the general principles of proportion in archi-
tecture were grounded or demonstrated : but instead
of that, there is nothing of the kind preserved. On
the contrary, our mysteries are totally abstracted
from the rules of mechanics; they are relative to
religion and morality, and are conducive to pious
works: they are unfurnished with any type, symbol,
or character, but what appertains to designate the
servants and devotees of the great Architect who
made the worlds.

There is not an instance of the European states
uniting in any one enterprise, save the holy war;
and from thence, we most rationally must con-
ceive, the present number of Masons dispersed over
the face of Europe was principally derived. The
Amonian rites are almost totally extinguished,
religious zeal has imbrued the sword in carnage,
and Europe has groaned under persecutions; the
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Romans extirpated the Druids. Christians have
waged cruel wars, and bigotry has deluged society
with human blood. By the crusades, the number
of our fraternity would be greatly augmented ; the
occasion itself would revive the rules of Masonry,
they being so well adapted to that purpose, and also
significative of the Christian faith, from whence
sprang the spirit of the enterprize. After these
pursuits subsided, bodies of men would be found
in every country from whence the levies were called ;
and what would preserve the society in every state,
even during the persecution of zealots, is the Master
Mason’s Order under its present principles, which
is adapted to every sect of Christians. It originated
from the earliest influence of Christianity, in honour
to, or in confession of, the religion and faith of
Christians, before the poison of sectarists was dif-
fused over the church.

To the ancient rules, deduced from Solomon,
other laws and ordinances were added during the
enterprizes of the crusaders, for the prevention of
riot, luxury, and disorder; and for maintaining that
necessary subordination, which the command of such
armies required. Many of those rules we retain in
the conduct and government of our lodges, which
can in no wise be deduced from any other original.

12
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ARGUMENT XVIIL

ON THE FURTHER OCCUPATION OF MASONS, AND ON THE NECES-
SITY OF MAKING CHARITY AND BROTHERLY LOVE THE FIRST
PRINCIPLES OF THOSE OCCUPATIONS.

As charity is one of the principal characteristics
of a Mason, I will treat of it in this Argument.

We do not mean to make strictures on the modern
error of indiscriminately dispensing alms to all sup-
pliants, without regard to their real wants or real
merits; whereby the hypocrite and knave often eat
the bread by which virtue in distress ought to
be relieved. This is a mistaken character of
charity, in which she is too often abused. Though
the bounties of benevolence and compassion may
be given with a righteous design, yet they should be
managed with discretion.

The an