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SECRET SOCIETIES

FREEMASONRY

I
THE LEGEND OF THE TEMPLE

383. Auncestry of Hiram Abiff.—Solomon having deter-
mined on the erection of the temple, collected artificers,
.divided them into companies, and put them under the com-
mand of Adoniram or Hiram Abiff, the architect sent to him
by his friend and ally Hiram, king of Tyre. According to
mythical tradition, the ancestry of the builders of the mystical
temple was as follows: One of the Elohim, or primitive genii,
married Eve and had a son called Cain (120) ; whilst Jehovah
.or Adonai, another of the Elohim, created Adam and united
him with Eve to bring forth the family of Abel, to whom
were subjected the sons of Cain, as a punishment for the
transgression of Eve. Cain, though industriously cultivat-
ing the soil, yet derived little produce from it, whilst Abel
leisurely tended his flocks. Adcnai rejected the gifts and
:sacrifices of Cain, and stirred up strife between the sons of
the Elohim, generated out of fire, and the sons formed out of
the earth only. Cain killed Abel, and Adonai, pursuing his
sons, subjected to the sons of Abel the noble family that in-
vented the arts and diffused science.! Enoch, a son of Cain,
taught men to hew stones, construct edifices, and form civil
societies. Irad and Mehujael, his son and grandson, set
boundaries to the waters and fashioned cedars into beams.
‘Methusael, another of his descendants, invented the sacred
characters, the books of Tau and the symbolic T, by which
the workers descended from the geniiof fire recognised each
.other. Lamech, whose prophecies are inexplicable to the

! In the Purdnas the ingenuity of the descendants of Cain, and the
degree of perfection to which they carried the arts of civil life, are highly

«extolled.
§ 23
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profane, was the father of Jabal, who first taught men how
to dress camels’ skins; of Jubal, who discovered the harp;
of Naamah, who discovered the arts of spinning and weaving ;
of Tubal-Cain, who first constructed a furnace, worked in
metals, and dug subterranean caves in the mountains to save
his race during the Deluge ; but it perished nevertheless, and
only Tubal-Cain and his son, the sole survivors of the glorious
and gigantic family, came out alive. The wife of Ham,
second son of Noah, thought the son of Tubal-Cain hand-
somer than the sons of men, and he became progenitor of
Nimrod, who taught his brethren the art of hunting, and
founded Babylon. Adoniram, the descendant of Tubal-
Cain, seemed called by God to lead the militia of the free
men, connecting the sons of fire with the sons of thought,
progress, and truth,

384. Hiram, Solomon, and the Queen of Sheba.—By Hiram
was erected a marvellous building, the Temple of Solomon.
He raised the golden throne of Solomon, most beautifully
wrought, and built many other glorious edifices. But,
melancholy amidst all his greatness, he lived alone, under-
stood and loved by few, hated by many, and among others,
by Solomon, envious of his genius and glory. Now the
fame of the wisdom of Solomon spread to the remotest ends
of the earth ; and Balkis, the Queen of Sheba, came to Jeru-
salem to greet the great king and behold the marvels of his
reign. She found Solomon seated on a throne of gilt cedar
wood, arrayed in cloth of gold, so that at first she seemed
to behold a statue of gold with hands of ivory. Solomon
received her with every kind of festive preparation, and led
her to behold his palace and then the grand works of the
temple, and the queen was lost in admiration. The king
was captivated by her beauty, and in a short time offered her
his hand, which the queen, pleased at having conquered this
proud heart, accepted. But on again visiting the temple,
she repeatedly desired to see the architect who had wrought
such wondrous things. Solomon delayed as long as possible
presenting Hiram ADbiff to the queen, but at last he was
obliged to do so. The mysterious artificer was brought
before her, and cast on the queen a look that penetrated her
very heart. Having recovered her composure, she questioned
and defended him against the ill-will and rising jealousy of
the king. When she wished to see the countless host of
workmen that wrought at the temple, Solomon protested the
impossibility of assembling them all at once; but Hiram,
leaping on a stone to be better seen, with his right hand
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described in the air the symbolical Tau,’and immediately the
men hastened from all parts of the works into the presence
of their master. At this the queen wondered greatly, and
secretly repented of the promise she had given the king,
for she felt herself in love with the mighty architect.
Solomon set himself to destroy this affection, and to prepare
his rival’s humiliation and ruin. For this purpose he em-
ployed three fellow-crafts, envious of Hiram, because he had
refused to raise them to the degree of masters on account
of their want of knowledge and their idleness. They were
Fanor, a Syrian and a mason ; Amru, a Pheenician and a
carpenter ; and Metusael, a Hebrew and a miner. The
black envy of these three projected that the casting of the
brazen sea, which was to raise the glory of Hiram to its
utmost height, should turn out a failure. A young work-
man, Benoni, discovered the plot and revealed it to Solomon,
thinking that sufficient. The day for the casting arrived,
and Balkis was present. The doors that restrained the
molten metal were opened, and torrents of liquid fire poured
into the vast mould wherein the brazen sea was to assume
its form. But the burning mass ran over the edges of the
mould, and flowed like lava over the adjacent places. The
terrified crowd fled from the advancing stream of fire.
Hiram, calm, like a god, endeavoured to arrest its advance
with ponderous columns of water, but without success. The
water and the fire mixed, and the struggle was terrible ; the
water rose in dense steam and fell down in the shape of
fiery rain, spreading terror and death. The dishonoured
artificer needed the sympathy of a faithful heart; he sought
Benoni, but in vain; the proud youth perished in endeavour-
ing to prevent the horrible catastrophe when he found that
Solomon had done nothing to hinder it.

Hiram could not withdraw himself from the scene of his
discomfiture. Oppressed with grief, he heeded not the
danger, he remembered not that this ocean of fire might
speedily engulph him ; he thought of the Queen of Sheba,
who came to admire and congratulate him on a great triumph,
and who saw nothing but a terrible disaster. Suddenly
he heard a strange voice coming from above, and crying,
¢ Hiram, Hiram, Hiram !” He raised his eyes and beheld
a gigantic human figure. The apparition continued, ¢ Come,
my son, be without fear, I have rendered thee incombustible ;
cast thyself into the flames.” Hiram threw himself into the
furnace, and where others wounld have found death, he tasted
ineffable delights; nor could he, drawn by an irresistible
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force, leave it, and asked him that drew him into the abyss,
« Whither do you take me?” ¢Into the centre of the
earth, into the soul of the world, into the kingdom of great
Cain, where liberty reigns with him, There the tyrannous
envy of Adonai ceases; there can we, despising his anger,
taste the fruit of the tree of knowledge ; there is the home
of thy fathers.” “Who then am I, and who art thou?”
«1 am the father of thy fathers, I am the son of Lamech, I
am Tubal-Cain.”

Tubal-Cain introduced Hiram into the sanctuary of fire,
where he expounded to him the weakness of Adonai and the
base passions of that god, the enemy of his own creature
whom he condemned to the inexorable law of death, to avenge
the benefits the genii of fire had bestowed on him. Hiram
was led into the presence of the author of his race, Cain. The
angel of light that begat Cainiwas reflected in the beautyof this
son of love, whose noble and generous mind roused the envy
of Adonai. Cain related to Hiram his experiences, sufferings,
and misfortunes, brought upon him by the implacable Adonai.
Presently he heard the voice of him who was the offspring of
Tubal-Cain and his sister Naamah: “ A son shall be born
unto thee whom thou shalt indeed not see, but whose nume-
rous descendants shall perpetuate thy race, which, superior
to that of Adam, shall acquire the empire of the world ; for
many centuries they shall consecrate their courage and genius
to the service of the ever-ungrateful race of Adam, but at
last the best shall become the strongest, and restore on the
earth the worship of fire. Thy sons, invincible in thy name,
shall destroy the power of kings, the ministers of the Adonais’
tyranny. Go, my son, the genii of fire are with thee ! ” Hiram
was restored to the earth. Tubal-Cain before quitting him
gave him the hammer with which he himself had wrought
great things, and said to him : “Thanks to this hammer and
the help of the genii of fire, thou shalt speedily accomplish
the work left unfinished through man’s stupidity and malig-
nity.” Hiram did not hesitate to test the wonderful efficacy
of the precious instrument, and the dawn saw the great
mass of bronze cast. The artist felt the most lively joy, the
queen exulted. The people came running up, astounded at
tgis secret power which in one night had repaired every-
thing.

385. Murder of Hiram.—One day the queen, accompanied
by her maids, went beyond Jerusalem, and there encountered
Hiram, alone and thoughtful. The encounter was decisive,
they mutually confessed their love. Had-Had, the bird who
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filled with the queen the office of messenger of the genii of
fire, seeing Hiram in the air make the sign of the mystic T,
flew around his head and settled on his wrist. At this
Sarahil, the nurse of the queen, exclaimed: “The oracle is
fulfilled. Had-Had recognises the husband which the genii
of fire destined for Balkis, whose love alone she dare accept !”
They hesitated no longer, but mutually pledged their vows,
and deliberated how Balkis could retract the promise given
to the king. Hiram was to be the first to quit Jernsalem ;
the queen, impatient to rejoin him in Arabia, was to elude
the vigilance of the king, which she accomplished by with-
drawing from his finger, while he was overcome with wine,
the ring wherewith she had plighted her troth to him.
Solomon hinted to the fellow-crafts that the removal of his
rival, who refused to give them the master’s word, would be
acceptable unto himself; so when the architect came into
the temple he was assailed and slain by them. Before his
death, however, he had time to throw the golden triangle
which he wore round his neck, and on which was engraven
the master’s word, into a deep well. They wrapped up his
body, carried it to a solitary hill and buried it, planting over
the grave a sprig of acacia.

Hiram not having made his appearance for seven days,
Solomon, against his inclination, but to satisfy the clamour
of the people, was forced to have him searched for. The
body, was found by three masters, and they, suspecting that
he had been slain by the three fellow-crafts for refusing
them the master’s word, determined nevertheless for greater
security to change the word, and that the first word acci-
dentally uttered on raising the body should thenceforth be
the word. In the act of raising it, the skin came off the
body, so that one of the masters exclaimed “ Macbenach !”
(“ the flesh is off the bones,” or the ‘“brother is smitten ’’), and
this word became the sacred word of the masters’ degree.
The three fellow-crafts were traced, but rather than fall into
the hands of their pursuers, they committed suicide, and their
heads were brought to Solomon. The triangle not having
been found on the body of Hiram, it was sought for and at
last discovered in the well into which the architect had cast
it. The king caused it to be placed on a triangular altar
erected in a secret vault, built under the most retired part of
the temple. The triangle was further concealed by a cubical
stone, on which had been inscribed the sacred law. The
vault, the existence of which was only known to the twenty-
seven elect, was then walled up.
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ORIGIN AND TRADITIONS

386. The First Masons.—All nations, all states, all corpora-
tions, to increase their power and deduce from above their
raison d’étre, attribute to themselves a very ancient origin.
This wish must be all the stronger in a society altogether
ideal and moral, living the life of principles, which needs
rather to seem to be, not coeval with, but anterior and
superior to all others. Hence the claim set up by Free-
masonry of being, not contemporary with the creation of
man, but with that of the world; because light was before
man, and prepared for him a suitable habitation, and light is
the scope and symbol of Freemasonry. Lest non-Masonic
readers should think we are joking as regards Masonic asser-
tions concerning the antiquity of the craft, we will quote from
two Masonic writers, one more than a century old, and one
quite of recent date: Edward Spratt, in his ““ Book of Con-
stitutions for the Use of Lodges in Ireland,” 1751, makes
Adam the first Mason, who “even after his expulsion from
paradise retained great knowledge, especially in geometry.”
Dr. J. A. Weisse, in “The Obelisk and Freemasonry,” pub-
lished in 1880, says: “Freemasonry commenced from the
Creation, and was established by the family of Seth. The
Masonic apron originated from the covering or apron of fig-
leaves, adopted by Adam and Eve after the Fall” Need I
quote more ?

Now in the Introduction (6, 7) I have stated that there
was from the very first appearance of man on the earth a
highly favoured and civilised race, possessing a full know-
ledge of the laws and properties of nature, and which know-
ledge was embodied in mystical figures and schemes, such as
were deemed appropriate emblems for its preservation and
propagation. These figures and schemes are preserved in
Masonry, but not in the pseudo-Masonry of the majority
of craft members. The truest Masons at the present day
are found without the lodge. I shall endeavour in these

8
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pages as much as possible to teach Masons the real truths
hidden under the symbols and enigmatical forms, which,
without a key, appear but as absurd and debasing rites and
ceremonies. The aim of all the secret societies of which
accounts have been as yet or will be given in this work,
except of those which were purely political or anti-social,
was to preserve such knowledge as still survived, or to re-
cover what had been lost. And since Freemasonry is, so
to speak, the résumé of the teachings of all those societies,
dogmas in accordance with one or more of those taught in
the ancient mysteries and other associations are to be found
in Masonry ; hence also it is impossible to attribute its origin
to one or other specific society preceding it. Freemasonry
is—or rather ought to be—the compendium of all primitive
and accumulated human knowledge.

387. Periods of Freemasonry—Masonic writers generally
divide the history of the Order into two periods, the first
comprising the time from its assumed foundation to the be-
ginning of the last century, during which the Order admitted
only masons, <.e. operative masons and artificers in some way
connected with architecture. The second or present period,
they denominate the period of Speculative Masonry, when
the Order no longer chooses its members only amongst men
engaged in the raising of material structures, but receives
into its ranks all who are willing to assist in building a
spiritual temple, the temple of universal harmony and know-
ledge. Yet persons not working masons had ere then been
admitted, for the records of a lodge at Warrington, as old
as 1648, note the admission of Colonel Mainwaring and the
great antiquary Ashmole. Charles I., Charles IL., and James
II. also were initiated. But from what has been said above,
it follows that true Masonry always was speculative, and that
to deduce its origin from the ancient Dionysiac or any other
kindred college 1s only partly correct. The name “ masonic”
was adopted by the society on its reconstruction in the last
century, because the brotherhood of builders who erected
the magnificent cathedrals and other buildings that arose
during the Middle Ages had lodges, degrees, landmarks,
secret signs, and passwords, such as the builders of the
temple of Solomon are said to have made use of. The Free-
masons have also frequently been said to be descended from
the Knights Templars, and thus to have for their object to
avenge the destruction of that Order, and so to be dangerous
to Church and State; yet this assertion was repudiated as
early as 1535 in the “Charter of Cologne,” wherein the
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Masons call themselves the Brethren of St. John, because
St. John the Baptist was the forerunner of the Light. Ac-
cording to the same document, the name of Freemasons was
first given to the Brethren chiefly in Flanders, because some
of them had been instrumental in erecting in the province
of Hainault hospitals for persons suffering from St. Vitus’s
dance. And though some etymologists pretend the name to
be derived from masse, a club, with which the doorkeeper
was armed to drive away uninitiated intruders, we can only
grant this etymology on the principle enunciated by Vol-
taire, that in etymology vowels go for very little, and conso-
nants for nothing at all. The derivation from maison is as
probable as any other that is alleged.

388. Freemasonry derived from many Sources.—But con-
sidering that Freemasonry is a tree the roots of which spread
through so many soils, it follows that traces thereof must be
found in its fruit; that its langnage and ritual should retain
much of the various sects and institutions it has passed
through before arriving at their present state, and in
Masonry we meet with Indian, Egyptian, Jewish, and Chris-
tian ideas, terms, and symbols.

389. True History of Masonry.—The plain history of Free-
masonry, without the varnish and tinsel Masonic writers
have bedizened it with, may be summed up as follows :—

In antiquity there were corporations of architects and
engineers, who undertook the building of temples and sta-
dia ; the ““ Dionysiacs ” in Greece, the ¢ Collegium Muriorum ”
in Rome were such. They were the prototypes of the asso-
ciations of masons, builders, carpenters, who in the Middle
Ages flourished, chiefly in Germany and England. These,
sometimes numbering six to eight hundred members, made
contracts with monks, chapters, and other ecclesiastical
authorities for the erection of cathedrals or churches. Even-
tually they made themselves independent of the Church, and
in the thirteenth century they formed an extensive building
association, originating at Cologne, and having lodges, as
they called the directing members, at Strasbourg, Vienna,
Cologne, and Ziirich. There were other lodges, but these
were the most important. They called themselves Free
masons, and had ceremonies of initiation. Towards the end
of the sixteenth century non-operative masons were admitted
into the fraternity, who were called ‘““accepted” Masons;
they included men distinguished for learning or high posi-
tion. Thus the work in the lodges became more symbolical
than operative. The really working masons and builders



ORIGIN AND TRADITIONS 11

gradually dispersed, and the accepted masons, whose expec-
tations of being initiated into esoteric knowledge in the
lodges were disappointed, withdrew from them, so that in
1717.there were only four lodges in London, which Dr.
Desaguliers, James Anderson, and George Payne formed
into a Grand Lodge, with which modern Freemasonry, purely
symbolical, though retaining the technical terms of archi-
tecture, may be said to begin.

The fraternity was soon persecuted ; the Popes, beginning
with Clement XII., and ending with the present one, cast
their thunderbolts at it ; despotic rulers tried to suppress it.
Of course the Masons themselves to a great extent invited
this persecution by the mystery in which they attempted to
shroud their principles and proceedings, as also by the in-
troduction of the “high degrees.” The original Masons had
confined themselves to the three degrees existing among
operative builders—apprentice, fellow-craft, and master. But
these did not satisfy the vanity of some of the aristocratic
members, or the ambition of such as wished to use the Order
for party purposes. The chevalier Andreas Ramsay, a par-
tisan of the exiled Stuarts, who asserted the Freemasons to
be descended from the Crusaders, first gave the impulse to
the starting of high degrees, in which political objects were
aimed at, and which, after the country of the Stuarts, were
called Scotch degrees. They were greatly multiplied, and
the pursuit of these party purposes, of superstitious rites,
and of personal vanity, invested every one with still
increasing mysteries. At last they fell into the hands
of impostors and adventurers, such as, for instance, Cag-
liostro.

In Germany the Order was made use of by three parties—
Reactionaries, Revolutionaries, and knightly fanatics. The
Reactionaries founded Rosicrucianism, in which magic, astro-
logy, alchemy, spiritism, and superstition in general occupied
its cheats and dupes, opposing religious, political, and scienti-
fic progress. The Revolutionaries, by means of the Illuminati,
who insinuated themselves into the Masonic order, en-
deavoured to bring about a new political and religious era.
Knightly fanaticism was transplanted from France into
Germany by the well-intentioned but visionary Baron Hund,
who about the middle of the last century founded the Masonic
system of the so-called Strict Observance (435), which
followed the lines of the Knights Templars, from whom
Hund wished to derive the Masonic order; we shall see
that at the Congress of Wilhelmsbad (441) this assertion was
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negatived. The mystery of the ritual, and the splendour of
some of the rites, gained Freemasonry many adherents in
France, where the lodges were at last united under a Grand
Lodge, called the Grand Orient, the first Grand Master of
which was the Duke of Chartres, afterwards Philippe Egalité.
Napoleon, when in power, appointed his brother Joseph
Grand Master (444).



III
RITES AND CUSTOMS

390. List of Rites—Anciently, that is, before the rise of
modern Masonry at the beginning of the last century, there
was but one rite, that of the ““ Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons,” or blue or symbolic Masonry ; but vanity, fancy, or
interest soon led to the introduction of many new rites or
modifications of the three ancient degrees. The following
are the names of the rites now practised in Europe and
America :—

I. York rite, or Craft Masonry, of which an account will
be given.—In America it consists of seven degrees:
The first three as in this country ; 4. Mark Master; 5. Past
Master; 6. Most Excellent Master; 7. Holy Royal Arch.
All these also obtain in this country ; the Royal Arch, being
the most important, will be treated of in full (405 et seg.).

II. French or Modern rite.—It consists of seven de-
grees: The first three the same as in Craft Masonry;
4. Elect; 5. Scotch Master; 6. Knight of the East; 7. Rose
Croix. They are all astronomical.

ITI. Ancient and Accepted Scotch rite.—It was organised
in its present form in France early in the last century, though
it derives its title from the claim of its founders that it was
originally instituted in Scotland. It is, next to the York
rite, the most widely diffused throughout the Masonic world.
The administrative power is vested in Supreme Grand Coun-
cils, and the rite consists of thirty-three degrees, of which
the 12th, Grand Master Architect; the 18th, Prince Rose-
Croix ; and the 3oth, Grand Elect Knight of Kadosh, are the
most interesting, and particulars of which will be given under
separate heads.

IV. Philosophic Scotch rite.

V. Primitive Scotch rite, practised in Belgium.

VI. Ancient Reformed rite.

VII. 'Fessler’s rite.

VIII. Rite of the Grand Lodge of the Three Globes at

Berlin.
13
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IX. Rite of Perfection.

X. Rite of Misraim (418-42).

XI. Rite of the Order of the Temple.

XTI. Swedish rite.

XIII. Reformed rite.

XIV. Schroeder’s rite.

XV. Rite of Swedenborg (see 264).

XVI. Rite of Zinzendorf.—Count Zinzendorf, physician
of the Emperor Charles VI., invented this rite, which was
a modification of the Illuminism of Avignon, adding to it the
mysteries of Swedenborg. His system consisted of seven
degrees, divided into three sections: 1. Blue Masonry ;
2. Red Masonry ; 3. Capitular Masonry. The rite was never
introduced into this country.

XVII. Eclectic rite.—This was established at Frankfurt in
1783 by Baron de Knigge, for the purpose of checking the
spread of the hautes grades, or philosophic rites, which were
increasing excessively. Eclectic Masonry acknowledged the
three symbolic degrees only, but permitted each lodge to
select at its option any of the higher degrees, provided it
did not interfere with the uniformity of the first three. But
the founder was disappointed in his expectations—the high
degrees continued to flourish, and but few Eclectic lodges
ever existed.

391. Masonic Customs.—Some Masonic peculiarities may
conveniently be mentioned here. Freemasons frequently
attend in great state at the laying of the foundation stones
of public buildings; they follow a master to the grave,
clothed with all the paraphernalia of their respective degrees ;
they date from the year of light. The Knights of the Sun,
the 28th degree of the Scotch rite, acknowledge no era, but
always write their date with seven noughts, 0,000,000. No
one can be admitted into the Masonic order before the age
of twenty-one, but an exception is made in this country and
in France in favour of the sons of Masons, who may be
initiated at the age of eighteen. Such a person is called a
Lewis in England, and a Lowveteaw in France. This latter
word signifies a young wolf ; and the reader will remember
that in the mysteries of Isis the candidate was made to wear
the mask of a wolf’s head. Hence a wolf and a candidate in
these mysteries were synonymous. Macrobius, in his “ Satur-
nalia,” says that the ancients perceived a relationship
between the sun, the great symbol of those mysteries, and
a wolf ; for as the flocks of sheep and cattle disperse at the
sight of the wolf, so the flocks of stars disappear at the
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approach of the sun’s light. We have seen in the account of
the French Workmen'’s Unions (369) that the sons of Solomon
still call themselves wolves. The adoption of the lowveteau
into the lodge takes place with a ceremony resembling that
of baptism. The temple is covered with flowers, incense is
burnt, and the godfather is enjoined not only to provide for
the bodily wants of the new-born member, but also to bring
him up in the school of truth and justice. The child receives
a new name, generally that of a virtue, such as Veracity,
Devotion, Beneficence; the godfather pronounces for him
the oath of apprentice, in which degree he is received into
the Order, which, in case he should become an orphan, sup-
ports and establishes him in life. In the United States the
rights of a lewis do not exist. '

392. Masonic Alphabet.—The Masonic alphabet preserves
the angular character of primitive alphabets. Thirteen
characters (9+4) compose the Masonic system of writing.
Hence all the sounds can only be represented by means of
lines and points, in the following manner :—

ab| cd | ef z
gR|T.Z |mn u y
op |qgr| st z

The letter a is written _J; the same sign with a dot in it,
=}, means b, The sign > means %, and with a dot >, ».
Masonic abbreviations are always indicated by three dots,
placed triangularly ; thus, brother is abbreviated B.". Lodge
is written L .. or [+]..; in the plural LL .. or 2 .. Our
common alphabet has an equally simple origin, as well as
the Arabic numerals ; they are all contained in the fignre—

WD, E9 l:, E9 H? I’
O, P-F, 9,K, §,
2 R A

~
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THE LODGE

393. Interior Arrangement of Lodge—The arrangement of
the lodge varies and will vary according to periods and de-
grees, but certain general rules are always followed in its
construction. In an ancient French catechism the lodge is
thus described: The lodge must have a vaulted ceiling,
painted blue and covered with golden stars, to represent the
heavens. The floor is called a mosaic floor; the term
“mosaic” being derived from Moses, i.c. “‘drawn from the
water,” because by its variegated colours it represents the
earth as covered with flowers again after the withdrawal of
the waters of the Nile. There are three windows—one east,
one west, and a third south. There must also be two or
three antechambers, so that the profane may catch no
glimpse of what is going on in the lodge; and if some
stranger should nevertheless intrude, the master exclaims,
1t rains!” and the lodge is vpso facto dissolved. The lodge
should be always hung with black; the brethren take their
places according to their rank; the grand master in the east,
the master in the south, and the novices at the north, because
they cannot yet stand the heat of the sun, which only the initi-
ated can. When an apprentice is made, the lodge 1s brightly
illuminated. The grand master, seated in his place, wears on
his neck, appended to a large ribbon, a small square and com-
passes ; before him stands a table, on which lie the Gospel
of St. John and a small hammer. At his side are the two
stewards, the first of whom wears a level and the second
a plumb of gold or silver. The masters and fellow-crafts
stand around with the apprentices, all wearing white aprons
of lamb’s skin, and each carrying a naked sword. On the
floor are designed figures, representing the steps that led to
Solomon'’s temple, and the two pillars Jachin and Boaz, but
which in reality symbolise the summer and winter solstices,
the pillars of Hercules, the two pillars of Seth. Above are
seen the sun, moon, and a large star. In the midst of  the

15 :
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floor is a coffin, in which lies a man apparently dead, with
his face turned upward and covered with his white apron
smeared with blood, one hand resting on his breast, and the
other extended towards the knee. In the corners of the
room are substances easily combustible, such as sulphur, to
kindle a fire instantaneously. This apparatus is somewhat
altered when a fellow-craft or a master is to be made.

394. Modern Lodge.—The modern lodge is a large square
hall, always, if possible, situated due east and west. Upon
a dais ascended by three steps, opposite to the door of
ingress, is seated the worshipful master; the altar is placed
in the centre on four steps. A sky-blue canopy, dotted
with stars, and having above it the shining triangle with
the sacred name inscribed therein, covers the throne. To
the left of the canopy is seen the sun, and to the right
the moon. Another ornament is the blazing star, and the
point within a circle, symbolising the sun or the universe.
A chest or ark also forms part of the masonic furniture.
It represents the ark that was carried in the processions
of ancient Egypt, and contained seeds of various plants,
a winnowing fan, and Osiridis pudendum. To the west,
at the sides of the door of ingress, stand two pillars of
bronze, whose capitals represent pomegranates, and bear-
ing on their fronts the initials J. and B. (Jachin and Boaz).
The senior and junior wardens sit near the two columns,
having before them a triangular table, covered with masonic
emblems. Around the lodge there are ten other pillars
connected by an architrave with the two pillars above men-
tioned. On the altar are placed a Bible, a square, a pair of
compasses, and swords; three candelabra with long tapers
are placed, one at the east at the foot of the steps, the
second at the west, near the first warden, and the third at
the south. The room is surrounded with benches for the
members. In the lodges called Scotch, and in English and
American lodges, the canopy that covers the master’s throne
is of crimson silk. In the United States, the worshipful
master wears a cap adorned with black feathers and a large
cockade of the same colour. The senior and junior wardens
are seated in niches with fringed drapery, and wear, like
heralds, staves of ebony sculptured like pillars.

395. Officers—Besides the Master and the Wardens, who
are figuratively called the three lights, the lodge has other
officers—the Orator, Secretary, Treasurer, Master of the
Ceremonies, Keeper of the Seals, Architect, Steward, Captain
of the Host, Principal Sojourner, Inner and Outer Guard or

VOL. IL . B
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Tyler, and others. Every official occupies a place assigned
to him, and has his proper jewels and badges, like the
Egyptian, Hebrew, and Greek priests. Thus beside the
jewels already mentioned, the treasurer wears cross keys;
the secretary, cross pens: the senior deacon, a square and
compass, with a sun in the centre; the junior deacon, a
square and compass, with a moon in the centre; the steward,
a cornucopia; the tyler, cross swords, &c. The names of
most of the officers sufficiently indicate their duties; those
that do not will be explained as they occur.

396. Openting the Lodge.—The meetings are generally held
at night. The worshipful master, striking the altar with
his mallet, ““opens the labours,” and after having ascer-
tained that the lodge is tyled, he turns to the junior
warden and says: ¢ Brother junior warden, your constant
place in the lodge?” “In the south.” “Why are you
placed there?” “To mark the sun at its meridian, to call
the brethren from labour to refreshment, and from re-
freshment to labour, that profit and pleasure may be the
result.” ¢ Brother senior warden, your constant place in
the lodge?” “In the west.” “Why are you placed
there?” “To mark the setting sun; to close the lodge
by the command of the worshipful master, after seeing
that every one has his just dues.” ‘ Why is the master
placed in the east?” ¢ As the sun rises in the east to open
and enliven the day, so the worshipful master is placed in
the east to open and enlighten his lodge, to employ and
instruct the brethren.” ¢ At what hour are Masons accus-
tomed to begin their labours?” At mid-day.” ¢ What
hour is it, brother junior warden?” “It is mid-day.”
“Since this is the hour, and all is proved right and just, I
declare the lodge open.” The purely astronomical bearing
of all this is self-evident, but will be more fully discussed
hereafter.
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GENUINE AND SPURIOUS MASONRY

397. Distinction between Genwine and Spurious Masonry.—
Modern Freemasonry is divided into genuine and spurious.
The former embraces the degrees of Entered Apprentice,
Fellow-Craft, and Master Mason, which are known by the
comprehensive name of Symbolic, and also of Blue Masonry,
becanse the decorations are of that colour, the colour of the
celestial canopy (27, 42, 85), which Blue Masonry is the only
Masonry acknowledged by the Grand Lodge of England;
the latter term, <.e. spurious, is applied to all other degrees.
Without the Royal Arch degree Blue Masonry is incom-
plete, for we have seen in the Legend of the Temple that,
through the murder of Hiram, the Master’s word was lost;
that word is not recovered in the Master’s degree, its sub-
stitnte only being given; but that lost word is recovered
in the Royal Arch degree. Blue Masonry, in fact, answers
to the lesser mysteries of the ancients, where in reality
nothing but the exoteric doctrines were revealed; whilst
spurions Masonry, or all subsequent degrees— for no
one can be initiated into them who has not passed
through the first three degrees—answers to the greater
mysteries.

398. Some Rites only deserve Special Mention.—It would
be a useless and unprofitable task to fully detail all the
ceremonies practised in the lodges of Blue Masonry; and
I shall, therefore, confine myself to giving such particulars
of the three degrees as are most characteristic of the in-
stitution. As to spurious Masonry, its almost countless
degrees form an incoherent medley of opposite principles,
founded chiefly on Christian traditions and institutions,
orders of knighthood, contested theological opinions, his-
torical events; in fact, every important event or institution

has afforded models for masonic mimicry. Of such as
19
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have been distinguished either by a philosophical spirit or
influential action on the progress of mankind I shall speak
at some length. The reader will, however, bear in mind
that the ceremonies vary in different lodges and different
countries, and that much that follows must be taken as
typical, being modified according to local and other con-
ditions and circumstances.



VI
CEREMONIES OF INITIATION

THE APPRENTICE, FELLOW-CRAFT, AND MASTER MASON

399. Ceremonies of Initiation.— The Apprentice.— The
novice that is to be initiated into the first or apprentice
degree is led into the lodge building by a stranger, and
introduced into a remote chamber, where he is left alone
for a few minutes. He is then deprived of all metal he
has about him; his right knee, and sometimes his left side,
are uncovered, and the heel of his left shoe is trodden
down. These ceremonies are supposed by some writers
on the craft to be of Jesuitical origin. The deprivation of
metals is to typify the vow of poverty, the baring of the
breast and knee is intended to prevent the admission of
women, and the treading down the heel of the shoe to
remind the candidate that Ignatius de Loyola, who had a
bad foot, thus began his pilgrimage. His eyes are ban-
daged, and he is led into the closet of reflection, where
he is told to stay without taking off the bandage, until
he hears three knocks. At the signal, on uncovering his
eyes he beholds on the walls, hung with black, inscriptions
like the following:—“If idle curiosity draw thee hither,
depart!” «If thou be afraid of being enlightened con-
cerning thy errors, it profits thee not to stay here.” ¢If
thou value human distinctions, go hence; here they are
not known.” After a deal of palaver between the brother
who introduces the novice and the master, the candidate,
having his eyes again bandaged and a cord passed round
his neck, is introduced into the middle of the brethren,
his guide pointing a naked sword to his breast. He is
then questioned as to his object in coming hither, and on
answering that he comes to be initiated into the secrets
of Masonry, he is led out of the lodge and back again to
confuse him. A large square frame covered with paper,
such as circus-riders use, is then brought forward and held
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by two brethren. The guide then asks the master: “ What
shall we do with the profane?” To which the master
replies: “Shut him up in the cave.” Two brethren seize
the postulant and throw him through the paper-screen into
the arms of two other brethren who stand ready to receive
him. The folding doors, hitherto left open, are then shut
with great noise, and, by means of an iron ring and bar,
the closing with massive locks is imitated, so that the
candidate fancies himself shut up in a dungeon. Some
time then elapses in sepulchral silence. All at once the
master strikes a smart blow, and orders the candidate to be
placed beside the junior warden, and to be made to kneel.
The master then addresses several questions to him, and
instructs him on his duties towards the Order. The candi-
date is then offered a beverage, with the intimation that if
any treason lurks in his heart, the drink will turn to poison.
The cup containing it has two compartments, the one hold-
ing sweet, the other bitter water; the candidate is then
taught to say: “I bind myself to the strict and rigorous
observance of the duties prescribed to Freemasons; and if
ever I violate my oath ”—(here his guide puts the sweet
water to his lips, and having drunk some, the candidate
continues)—“I consent that the sweetness of this drink
be turned into bitterness, and that its salutary effect be-
come for me that of a subtle poison.” The candidate is
then made to drink of the bitter water, whereupon the
master exclaims: ‘“What do I see? What means the
sudden alteration of your features? Perhaps your con-
science belies your words? Has the sweet drink already
turned bitter? Away with the profane! This oath is
only a test; the true one comes after.”” The candidate
persisting nevertheless in his determination, he is led three
times round the lodge; then he is dragged over broken
chairs, stools, and blocks of wood ; this trial over, he is told
to mount the “endless stairs,” and having, as he supposes,
attained a great height, to cast himself down, when he only
falls a few feet. This trial is accompanied by great noise,
the brethren striking on the attributes of the order they
carry in their hands, and uttering all kinds of dismal shouts.
As a further trial, he is then passed through fire, rendered
harmless by well-known conjuring tricks; his arm is slightly
pricked, and a gurgling noise being produced by one of the
brethren, the candidate fancies that he is losing much blood.
Finally, he takes the oath, the brethren standing around
him with drawn swords. The candidate is then led between
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the two pillars, and the brethren place their swords against
his breast. The master of the ceremonies loosens the ban-
dage without taking it off. Another brother holds before
him a lamp that sheds a brilliant light. The master re-
sumes: ‘ Brother senior warden, deem you the candidate
worthy of forming part of our society ?” *“Yes.” “What
do you ask for him?” “Light.” “Then let there be
light!” The master gives three blows with the mallet, and
at the third the bandage is taken off, and the candidate
beholds the light, which is to symbolise that which is to
fill his understanding. The brethren drop their swords,
and the candidate is led to the altar, where he kneels, whilst
the master says: “In the name of the Grand Architect
of the universe, and by virtue of the powers vested in
me, I create and constitute thee masonic apprentice and
member of this lodge.” Then striking three blows with
his mallet on the blade of the sword, he raises the new
brother, girds him with the apron of white lamb’s skin,
gives him a pair of white gloves to be worn in the lodge,
and another to be given to the lady he esteems most, a
symbolical gift which need not be further explained. He
is then again led between the two pillars, and received by
the brethren as one of them. Such is the proceeding the
apprentice has to go through; a few more details may be
added.

One question put to him is: “Have you seen your master
to-day ?’” “Yes.” ¢ How washe clothed?” “In a yellow
jacket and blue pair of breeches.” The explanation is: the
master is the compasses, the yellow jacket is the brass body,
and the blue breeches are the steel points. He is also asked:
“How old are you?” ¢ Underseven.” This answer implies
that he has not passed to the fellow-crafts degree, seven years
being the term of an apprenticeship in Freemasonry, as it is -
in other trades. The password is Boaz, the sign holding
the hand horizontally, with the thumb turned up towards the
right ear, to remind the apprentice of his oath, on taking which
he promises: ‘These several points [keeping the secrets of
the order] I solemnly swear to observe without evasion,
equivocation, or mental reservation, under no less a penalty
on the violation of any of them, than to have my throat cut
across, my tongue torn out by the root, and my body buried in
the sand of the sea.” The grip is given by a distinct pressure
of the right hand thumb on the first joint from the wrist of
the right hand forefinger, grasping the finger with the hand.

400. Ceremonies of Initiation. — The Fellow-Craft. — The
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second degree of symbolic Freemasonry is that of fellow-craft.
The apprentice, who asks for an increase of salary, is not
conducted to the lodge like the profane by an unknown
brother, nor are his eyes bandaged, because the light was
made for him, but moves towards the lodge holding in his
hand a rule, one of whose ends he rests on the left shoulder.
Having reached the door, he gives the apprentice’s knock,
and having been admitted and declared the purpose for which
he comes, he five times perambulates the lodge, whereupon
he is told by the master to perform his last apprentice’s work.
He then pretends to square the rough ashlar. After a deal
of instruction, very useless and pointless, he takes the oath,
in which he swears to keep the secrets entrusted to him.
Then there follows some more lecturing on the part of the
master, chiefly on geometry, for which Masons profess a great
regard, and to which the letter G seen in the lodge within an
irradiation or star is said to refer. ,

The oath of the fellow-craft is rather more atrocious than
that of the apprentice. He sweéars, in addition to his former
obligations, to keep the secrets of the crafts, and to do so
under no less a penalty than to have his left breast cut open,
his heart torn therefrom and given to the ravenous birds of
the air and the devouring beasts of the field. With reference
to this oath the sign is given by placing the hand with the
thumb turned up on his breast; the password is Jachin,
sometimes Shibboleth. The grip is given by a distinct
pressure of the thumb of the right hand between the joints
of the first and middle fingers of the right hand.

401. Ceremony of Initiation and Story of Hiram’s Murder.—
The Master Mason.—At the reception of a master, the lodge
or “middle chamber” is draped with black, with death’s
heads, skeletons, and cross bones painted on the walls. A
taper of yellow wax, placed in the east, and a dark lantern
formed of a skull having a light within, which shines forth
through the eye-holes, placed on the altar of the most worship-
ful master, give just sufficient light to reveal a coffin, wherein
the corpse is represented either by a lay-figure, a serving
brother, or the brother last made a master. On the coffin is
placed a sprig of acacia, at its head is a square, and at its foot,
towards the east, an open compass. The masters are clothed
in black, and wear large azure sashes, on which are represented
masonic emblems, the sun, moon, and seven stars. The
object of the meeting is said to be the finding of the word
of the master that was slain. The postulant for admission is
introduced after some preliminary ceremonies, having his
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two arms, breasts, and knees bare, and both heels slipshod.
He is told that the brethren assembled are mourning the
death of their grand master, and asked whether perhaps he
was one of the murderers ; at the same time he is shown the
body or figure in the coffin. Having declared his innocence
of any share in that crime, he is informed that he will on this
occasion have to enact the part of Hiram (385), who was
slain at the building of Solomon’s temple, and whose history
he is about to be told. The brother or figure in the coffin
has in the meantime been removed, so that when the aspirant
looks at it again, he findsitempty. The story of the murder
of Hiram is then related. But the deed is not, as in the
Legend of the Temple, attributed to Solomon’s jealousy,
but simply to Hiram’s refusal to communicate the master’s
word to three fellow-crafts. The various incidents of the
story are scenically enacted on the postulant. “Hiram,” the
master continues, “having entered the temple at noon, the
three assassins placed themselves at the east, west, and south
doors, and Hiram refusing to reveal the word, he who stood
at the east door cut Hiram across the throat with a twenty-
four-inch gauge. Hiram flew to the south door, where he
received similar treatment, and thence to the west door,
where he was struck on the head with a gavel, which occa-
sioned his death.” The applicant, at this part of the recital,
is informed that he too must undergo trials, and is not to
sink under the influence of terror, though the hand of death
be upon him. He is then struck in the forehead and thrown
down, and shams a dead man. The master continues: ‘“The
ruffians carried the body out at the west door, and buried it
at the side of a hill ”—here the postulant is placed in the
coffin—*“in a grave, on which they stuck a sprig of acacia to
mark the spot. Hiram not making his appearance as usual,
Solomon caused search to be made for him by twelve trusty
fellow-crafts that were sent out, three east, three west, three
south, and three north. Of the three who went east, one
being weary, sat down on the brow of a hill to rest himself,
and in rising caught hold of a twig ”—here a twig of that
plant is put into the hand of the aspirant lying in the coffin—
“which coming up easily, showed that the ground had been
recently disturbed, and on digging he and his companions
found the body of Hiram.” A similar occurrence is related in
Aineis, iii. 22—29, where Aineas, in plucking up a shrub on the
side of a hill, discovers the murder of Polydorus. “Hiram’s
body was in a mangled condition, having lain fourteen days,
whereupon one of those present exclaimed Macbenach ! which
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means ‘the flesh is off the bones,” or ‘ the brother is smitten,’
and became the master’s word, as the former one was lost
through Hiram’s death; for though the other two masters,
Solomon and Hiram, king of Tyre, knew it, it could only be
communicated by the three grand masters conjointly.” The
covering of the grave being green moss and turf, other
bystanders exclaimed, Muscus domus, Dei gratia! which,
according to Masonry, is, “ Thanks be unto God, our master
has got a mossy house!” The exclamation shows that
the Hebrew builders of Solomon’s temple possessed a familiar
knowledge of the Latin tongue! The body of Hiram could
not be raised by the apprentice’s or fellow-craft’s grip, but
only by the master’s, or the lion’s grip, as it is called. All
this is then imitated by the master raising the aspirant in the
coffin, who is then told the word, signs, and grips, and takes
the oath, promising to keep the masonic secrets under no
less a penalty than to have his body severed in two, his
bowels torn thereout and burnt to ashes, and those ashes
scattered to the four cardinal points. The grip is given by
a distinct pressure of the thumb between the joints of the
middle and ring fingers. The password is *Tubal-Cain.”
There are three signs, the most important being the penal
sign, which is given by drawing the hand across the centre
of the body, dropping it to the side, and then raising it again
to place the point of the thumb on the navel. The grip is
the first of the five points of fellowship, and consists in
taking hold of each other’s wrists with the points of the
fingers. The second point is placing the right foot parallel
with the right foot on the inside; the third, right knee to
right knee; the fourth, right breast to right breast; and
the fifth, hand over shoulder, supporting the back. It is
in this position, and only in a whisper, that the word “ Maha-
bone,” or “ Macbenach,” is given, the first meaning ¢ the
death of a brother,” and the second ‘“the brother is
smitten.”

402. The Legend Erplained.—Taken literally, the story of
Hiram would offer nothing so extraordinary as to deserve to
be commemorated after three thousand years throughout
the world by solemn rites and ceremonies. The death of an
architect is not so important a matter as to have more honour
paid to it than is shown to the memory of so many philo-
sophers and learned men who have lost their lives in the
cause of human progress. But history knows nothing of
him. His name is only mentioned in the Bible, and it is
simply said of him that he was a man of understanding and
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cunning in working in brass. Tradition is equally silent
concerning him. He is remembered nowhere except in
Freemasonry; the legend, in fact, is purely allegorical, and
may bear a twofold interpretation, cosmological and astro-
nomical.

Cosmologically, we find represented therein the dualism of
the two antagonmistic powers, which is the leading feature
of all Eastern initiations. The dramatic portion of the
mysteries of antiquity is always sustained by a deity or
man who perishes as the victim of an evil power, and rises
again into a more glorious existence. In the ancient
mysteries, we constantly meet with the record of a sad
event, a crime which plunges nations into strife and grief,
succeeded by joy and exultation.

Astronomically, again, the parallel is perfect, and is in fact
only another version of the legend of Osiris. Hiram represents
Osiris, 4.e. the sun. The assassins place themselves at the west,
south, and east doors, that is, the regions illuminated by the
sun ; they bury the body, and mark the spot with a sprig of
acacia. Twelve persons play an important part in the tragedy,
viz. the three murderers (fellow-crafts), and nine masters.
This number is a plain allusion to the twelve signs of the
zodiac, and the three murderers are the three inferior signs
of winter, Libra, Scorpio, and Sagittarius. Hiram is slain at
the west door, the sun descends in the west. The acacia
of Freemasonry is the plant found in all the ancient solar
allegories, and symbolising the new vegetation to be antici-
pated by the sun’s resurrection. The acacia being looked
upon by the ancients as incorruptible, its twigs were preferred
for covering the body of the god-man to the myrtle, laurel,
and other plants mentioned in the ancient mysteries. Hiram’s
body is in a state of decay, having lain fourteen days; the
body of Osiris was cut into fourteen pieces (51). But accord-
ing to other statements, the body was found on the seventh
day ; this would allude to the resurrection of the sun, which
actually takes place in the seventh month after his passage
through the inferior signs, that passage which is called his
descent into hell. Hiram can only be raised by the lion’s
grip. It is through the instrumentality of Leo that Osiris is
raised ; it is when the sun re-enters that sign that he regains
his former strength, that his restoration to life takes place.
Masons in this degree call themselves the ““children of the
widow,” the sun on descending into his tomb leaving nature
—of which Masons consider themselves the pupils—a widow ;
but the appellation may also have its origin in the Mani-
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cheean sect, whose followers were known as the “sons of the
widow ” (112).

403. The Raising of Osiris—A painting found on an
Egyptian mummy, now in Paris, represents the death and
resurrection of Osiris, and the beginning, progress, and end
of the inundation of the Nile. The sign of the Lion is trans-
formed into a couch, upon which Osiris is laid out as dead;
under the couch are four canopi or jars of various capacities,
indicating the state of the Nile at different periods. The
first is terminated by the head of Sirius, or the Dog-Star,
which gives warning of the approach of the overflow of the
river; the second by the head of the Hawk, the symbol of
the Etesian wind, which tends to swell the waters; the third
by the head of a Heron, the sign of the south wind, which
contributes to propel the water into the Mediterranean ; and
the fourth by that of the Virgin, which indicates that when
the sun had passed that sign the inundation would have
nearly subsided. To the above is superadded a large Anubis,
who with an emphatic gesture, turning towards Isis, who has
an empty throne on her head, intimates that the sun, by the
aid of the Lion, had cleared the difficult pass of the tropic of
Cancer, and was now in the sign of the latter ; and although
in a state of exhaustion, would soon be in a condition to
proceed on his way to the south. The empty throne is
indicative of its being vacated by the supposed death of
Osiris. The reason why the hawk represents the north
wind is, because about the summer solstice, when the wind
blows from north to south, the bird flies with the wind
towards the south (Job xxxix. 26). The heron signifies
the south wind, because this bird, living on the worms
hatched in the mud of the Nile, follows the course of the
river down to the sea, just as the south wind does. To know
the state of the Nile, and therefore their own personal
prospects, the Egyptians watched the birds; hence among
other nations, who did not know the principle by which the
Egyptians went, arose divination by the flight of birds.!

404. The Blazing Star.—The representation of a blazing
star found in every masonic lodge, and which Masons declare

! Hamlet says, ‘‘Iam but mad north-north-west; when the wind is
southerly I know a hawk from a hand-saw.” Thomas Capell, the editor of
the Oxford edition of Shakespeare, changes ¢ hand-saw” to ‘‘ hernshaw,”
which renders the passage intelligible ; for hernshaw is only another name
for the heron ; and Hamlet, though feigning madness, yet claims sufficient
sanity to distinguish a hawk from a hernshaw, when the wind is southerly
—that is, in the time of the migration of the latter to the north—and when
the former is not to be seen,



CEREMONIES OF INITIATION 29

to signify prudence—though why a star should have such a
meaning they would be at a loss to tell—is the star Sirius,
the dog-star, mentioned above, the inundation of the Nile
occurring when the sun was under the stars of the Lion.
Near the stars of the Cancer, though pretty far from the
band of the zodiac towards the south, and a few weeks after
their rising, the Egyptians saw in the morning one of the
most brilliant stars in the whole heavens ascending the
horizon. It appeared a little before the rising of the sun;
they therefore pitched upon this star as the infallible sign of
the sun’s passing under the stars of Leo, and the beginning
of the inundation. As it thus seemed to be on the watch
and give warning, they called it ¢ Barker,” ““ Anubis,” « Thot,”
all meaning the “dog.” Its Hebrew name, * Sihor,” in Greek
became ‘“Seirios,” and in Latin ‘“Sirius.” It taught the
Egyptians the prudence of retiring into the higher grounds;
and thus Masons, ignorant of the origin of the symbol, yet
give it its original emblematic signification.



VII
THE HOLY ROYAL ARCH

405. Officers.—The members of this degree (founded about
the year 1766) are denominated ‘ companions.” There are
nine officers, the chief of whom (in England) is Zerubbabel,
a compound word, meaning ‘‘the bright lord, the sun.” He
rebuilds the temple, and therefore represents the sun risen
again. The next officer is Jeshua, the high-priest ; the third,
Haggai, the prophet. These three compose the grand council.
Principals and senior and junior sojourners form the base;
Fzra and Nehemiah, senior and junior scribes, one on each
side; janitor or tyler without the door. The companions
assembled make up the sides of the arch, representing the
pillars Jachin and Boaz. In front of the principals stands
an altar, inscribed with the names of Solomon, Hiram, king
of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff.

406. Ceremonies. — On entering the chapter, the com-
panions give the sign of sorrow, in imitation of the ancients
mourning for the loss of Osiris. Nine companions must be
present at the opening of a royal arch chapter; not more nor
less than three are permitted to take this degree at the same
time, the two numbers making up the twelve, the number
of zodiacal signs. The candidates are prepared by tying a
bandage over their eyes, and coiling a rope seven times
round the body of each, which unites them together, with
three feet of slack rope between them. They then pass
under the living arch, which is made by the companions
either joining their hands and holding them up, or by
holding their rods or swords so as to resemble a Gothic
arch. This part of the ceremony used to be attended
in some lodges with a deal of tomfoolery and rough horse-
play. The companions would drop down on the candidates,
who were obliged to support themselves on their hands
and knees; and if they went too slowly, it was not un-
usual for one or more of the companions to apply a sharp

point to their bodies to urge them on. Trials, such as the
255
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candidates for initiation into the ancient mysteries had to go
through, were also imitated in the royal arch. But few, if
any, lodges now practise these tricks, fit only for Christmas
pantomimes. The candidates, after taking the oath, de-
clare that they come in order to assist at the rebuilding of
Solomon’s temple, whereupon they are furnished with pick-
axes, shovels, and crowbars, and retire. After a while,
during which they are supposed to have been at work and
to have made a discovery, they return, and state that on
digging for the new foundation they discovered an under-
ground vault, into which one of them was let down and
found a scroll, which on examination turns out to be the
long-lost book of the law. They set to work again, and
discover another vault, and under that a third. The sun
having now gained his meridian height, darts his rays to the
centre and shines on a white marble pedestal, on which is a
plate of gold. On this plate is a double triangle, and within
the triangles some words they cannot understand; they
therefore take the plate to Zerubbabel. There the whole
mystery of Masonry—as far as known to Masons—is un-
veiled; what the Masons had long been in search of is found,
for the mysterious writing in a triangular form is the long-
lost sacred word of the Master Mason, which Solomon and
King Hiram deposited there, as we have seen in the master’s
degree (402). This word Jabulon=Jah+ Bel+ On, Hebrew,
Assyrian, and Egyptian names of the sun, is the logos
of Plato and St. John, the omnific word; but the above
compound name, intended to bear the same import, is
substituted by modern Masons. It is communicated to the
candidates in this way : The three principals and each three
companions form the triangles, and each of the three takes
his left-hand companion by the right-hand wrist, and his
right-hand companion by the left-hand wrist, forming two
distinct triangles with the hands, and a triangle with their
right feet, amounting to a triple triangle, and then pro-
nounce the following words, each taking a line in turn :—

“ As we three did agree,
In peace, love, and unity,
The sacred word to keep,
So we three do agree,
In peace, love, and unity,
The sacred word to search,
Until we three,
Or three such as we, shall agree
This royal arch chapter to close.”
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The right hands, still joined as a triangle, are raised as high
as possible, and the word given at low breath in syllables, so
that each companion has to pronounce the whole word. It
is not permitted to utter this omnific word above the breath;
like the name “ Jehovah ” or ¢ Oum,” it would shake heaven
and earth if pronounced aloud. Zerubbabel next makes the
new companions acquainted with the five signs unsed in this
degree, and invests them with the badges of Royal Arch
Masonry—the apron, sash, and jewel. The character on the
apron is the triple Tau, one of the most ancient of emblems,
and Masons call it the emblem of emblems, ““with a depth
that reaches to the creation of the world and all that is
therein.” This triple Tau is a compound figure of three T's,
called Tau in Greek. Now this Tau or T is the figure of the
old Egyptian Nilometer, used to ascertain the height of the
inundation. It was a pole crossed with one or more trans-
verse pieces. As on the inundation depended the subsistence,
the life of the inhabitants, the Nilometer became the symbol
of life, health, and prosperity, and was thought to have the
power of averting evil. It thence became an amulet, and in
this manner was introduced among masonic symbols.

407. Passing the Veils—In some chapters the ceremony
called ‘passing the veils” is omitted, but to make the
account of Royal Arch Masonry complete I append it here.
The candidate is introduced blindfold, his knees bare, and
his feet slipshod, with a cable-tow round his waist. The
high-priest reads Exod. iii. -6, and 13, 14, and the candi-
date 1s informed that “I am that I am” is the password
from the first to the second veil. He is also shown a bush
on fire. He is then led to the second veil, which, on giving
the password, he passes, and beholds the figure of a serpent
and Aaron’s rod. The high-priest reads Exod. iv. 1-5, and
the candidate is told to pick up the rod cast down before
him, that the act is the sign of passing the second veil, and
that the passwords are * Moses, Aaron, and Eleazar.” He
then passes the guard of the third veil. The high-priest
reads Exod. iv. 6—9, and the candidate is informed that the
leprous hand and the pouring out of the water are the signs
of the third veil, and that “ Holiness to the Lord” are the
passwords to the sanctum sanctorum. He is shown the ark
of the covenant, the table of shewbread, the burning in-
cense, and the candlestick with seven branches. Then
follow long lectures to explain the words and symbols, but
their quality may be inferred from the following specimen:
—*¢This triangle is also an emblem of geometry. And here
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we find the most perfect emblem of the science of agri-
culture ; not a partial one like the Basilidean, calculated for
one particular clime, but universal ; pointed out by a pair of
compasses issuing from the centre of the sun, and suspending
a globe denoting the earth, and thereby representing the in-
fluence of that luminary over the creation, admonishing us
to be careful to perform every operation in its proper season,
that we lose not the fruits of our labour.” What a farmer
would say to, or what profit he could derive from, this uni-
versal “science of agriculture,” or whether he needs the
“admonishing ” symbol, I am at a loss to imagine. The
triple Tau, according to the lecture, means templum Hieroso-
lymee, also clovis ad thesaurum, res ipse, pretiosa, and several
other things equally ¢frue. ¢ But,” continues the lecturer,
“these are all symbolical definitions of the symbol, which
is to be simply solved into an emblem of science in the
human mind, and is the most ancient symbol of that
kind, the prototype of the Cross, and the first object in
every religion or human system of worship. This is the
grand secret of Masonry, which passes by symbols from
superstition to science.” How far all this is from the true
meaning of the cross and triple Tau may be seen by refer-
ence to 53. ;

VOL. II. C



VIII
GRAND MASTER ARCHITECT

408. Ceremonial.—In this, the twelfth degree of the ancient
Scotch rite, the chapter, or lodge, represents the Temple of
Solomon in three compartments. The first to the west, hung
with white, is the vestibule. On its northern side is the
tomb of Hiram, also white; to the south stands the Brazen
Sea. The centre of the lodge, divided from the vestibule by
a white, and from the Holy of Holies by a red, curtain
represents the interior of the temple. On its floor is the
Scotch carpet, showing the three walls round the temple ; to
the north of the carpet stands the golden table with the
shewbread, to the south the candlestick with seven branches.
The altar of incense is placed on the carpet itself, and above
it hangs the Blazing Star, strongly illuminated. The east
is the Holy of Holies. In the centre is an altar, raised on
seven steps; the altar represents the ark of the covenant,
on which are placed two cherubims, surmounted by the sign
of the glory of God, consisting of a transparent disc, having
in its centre a triangle, inscribed with 7, 7, 74. The per-
petual holy fire burns in a vase on the ark. Eighty-one
lights burn on the steps, which, however, are lighted up only
when the candidate is to be shown the light of the Holy of
Holies. The Master sits at a small table, with a red cloth,
and having on this the word of the Order and the vestment
of the candidate. The brethren wear an apron embroidered
and lined with red. From a sash, worn from the right
shoulder to the left hip, the pentagon is suspended, or a gold
medal, on both sides of which are engraved the orders of
architecture. The master is called “The Most Powerful
Grand Architect,”” the two wardens are called ‘“ Ancient
Scotch Grand Masters,” and the brethren ¢ Perfect Archi-
tects.”

The unsual questions and answers are put at the opening
of the lodge. Here are a few of them :—

‘“Where does the Most Powerful Grand Architect dwell ?”

34
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“In the east, in the Holy of Holies.”

“Why ?”

“That he, being placed close to the fountain of all light,
may point out to the brethren the way by which they may
emerge from darkness into light.”

“ How is this done?”

“By opening the temple; by advice, direction, and exa-
mination of the work of the Scotch Architects.”

“ Give me the password.”

« Zididiac, or Zedekiah.” Occasionally it is “ Rabacim.”

“Give me the holy word.”

The brethren form a chain to the Grand Master, and
whisper the word into each other’s ears. 'We shall presently
see what it is.

The questions are continued : “ What hour is it ?”

“The first hour of the last day of the last year in which
Solomon’s temple was finished.”

The brethren hold up their swords and greet one another
by crossing them; then rest them on their left arms, take
off their hats, kneel down, and during the prayer that follows
make the Grand Scotch sign, 4.e. the hand at the forehead.
The prayer being over, the brethren rise, put on their hats,
and the lodge is declared to be open for the reception of the
candidate, who is introduced with a great deal of ceremony,
being blindfolded, wearing the master’s apron, and slippers
on his feet, and whom the Grand Master of Ceremony
declares to be a Hiramite, called by the unanimous voice
of the Ancient Scotch to become a perfect Architect, to
assist in building up the Holy of Holies. He is made to
kneel with his right knee on a stool in front of the tomb or
coffin, where he is catechised as to his intentions, and all
being satisfactory, he is led five times, and then again
seven times round the apartment, and finally his eyes are
unbandaged, the tomb of Hiram is pointed out to him, as
also the letter G in the Blazing Star, which letter stands
for “Gmnosis,” the ‘inheritance of Perfect Architects.”
Then ensues a good deal more catechising and lecturing,
and finally the new brother has to take the oath, which
binds him, however, to nothing more than to secrecy, and
the fulfilment of certain moral duties. The members again
go through a number of evolutions round or on the carpet;
their swords are drawn, held up, crossed, and sheathed again.
Then the candidate has his eyes bandaged again; the
brethren kneel down, their faces being turned to the Holy
of Holies, in which the eighty-one lights are now lighted ;
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the curtain is drawn up, a handful of powder is thrown on
the altar of incense, and the bandage taken off the can-
didate’s eyes; the Grand Master makes an edifying moral
speech, the brethren flourish their swords, and forming a
circle bring them as much as possible in a point over the
new brother’s head, who is now declared a Perfect Ancient
Scotch Architect, touched with the sword on the right and
left shoulder, the breast and the back, and the sword is then
handed to him by the Grand Master, who concludes with
another long speech. As the candidate naturally expects to
be let into some kind of secret, he is told that the holy
word is “Jehovah,” which however is never pronounced out
of the Holy of Holies. There is also the word “ Gomer,” but
its meaning is not explained.

Such is an outline of the twelfth degree of the Ancient
Scotch rite. It reminds me of what Lessing, the celebrated
German author, said after he had been made a Mason. The
master having expressed a hope that Lessing had found
nothing against the state, religion, and morals in the Order,
Lessing replied, “No, I wish I had, for then I should have
found at least something ! ”



IX

GRAND ELECT KNIGHT OF KADOSH

409. The Term Kadosh.—This degree, the thirtieth of the
ancient and accepted Scotch rite, contains a beautiful astro-
nomical allegory, and is probably derived from Egypt. The
term Kadosh means “holy” or “elect.” (Every person in
the East, preferred to a post of honour, carried a staff, to
indicate that he was Kadosh or elect, or that his person was
sacred ; whence eventually the name came to be applied to
the staff itself, and hence the derivation of caduceus, the staff
of Mercury, the messenger of the gods.)

410. Reception into the Degree.—There are four apartments ;
the initiation takes place in the fourth. They symbolise the
seasons. The first apartment is hung with black, lit up by a
solitary lamp of triangular form, and suspended to the vaulted
ceiling. It communicates with a kind of cave or closet of
reflection, containing symbols of destruction and death. The
candidate, after having been left there some time, passes
into the second apartment, which is draped with white ; two
altars occupy the centre; on one is an urn filled with burn-
ing spirits of wine, on the other a brazier with live coal, and
incense beside it. The candidate now faces the sacrificing
priest, who addresses some words of admonition to him, and
having burned some incense, directs him to the third apart-
ment. It is hung with blue, and the vaulted ceiling covered
with stars. Three yellow tapers light up this room. This is
the areopagns. The candidate, having here given the requi-
site explanation as to the sincerity of his intentions and pro-
mises of secrecy, is introduced into the fourth apartment,
hung with red. At the east is a throne surmounted by a
double eagle, crowned, with outspread wings and holding a
sword in his claw. In this room, lighted up with twelve
yellow tapers, the chapter takes the title of ‘“senate”; the
brethren are called “knights.” In this room also stands the
mysterious ladder.

411. The Mysterious Loadder~—It has seven steps, which
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symbolise the sun’s progress through the seven signs of the
zodiac from Aries to Libra, both inclusive. This the candi-
date ascends, receiving at every step the explanation of its
meaning from a hierophant, who remains invisible to the
candidate, just as in the ancient mysteries the initiating
priest remained concealed, and as Pythagoras delivered his
instructions from behind a veil. When the candidate has
ascended the ladder, and is on the last step, the ladder is
lowered and he passes over it, because he cannot retire the
same way, as the sun does not retrograde. He then reads
the words at the bottom of the ladder, Ne plus wltra. The
last degree manufactured is always the ne plus wltra, till
somebody concocts one still more sublime, which then is the
ne plus ultra, till it is superseded by another. What sublimity
masonic degrees will yet attain, and where they will stop, no
one can tell.

412.. The Seven Steps.—The name of the first step is
Isedakah, which is defined “righteousness,” alluding to the
sun in the vernal equinox in the month of March, when the
days and nights are equal all over the world, and the sun
dispenses his favours equally to all.

The second step is Shor-laban, ‘white ox” figuratively.
This is the only step the definition of which is literally true,
which, as it might lead to a clue to the meaning of the mys-
terious ladder, is thus falsely denominated figurative. Taurus,
the bull, is the second sign of the zodiac, into which the sun
enters on the 21st April. His entry into this sign is marked
by the setting of Orion, who in mythological language is
said to be in love with the Pleiades; and by the rising of
the latter.

The third step is called Mathok, “sweetness.” The third
sign is Gemini, into which the sun enters in the pleasant
month of May. ¢Canst thou hinder the sweet influences
of the Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?” (Job). Now,
the Pleiades were denominated by the Romans Vergilic,
from their formerly rising when the spring commenced, and
their sweet influences blessed the year by the beginning of
spring.

The fourth step is Emunah, “truth in disguise.” The
fourth sign is Cancer, into which the sun enters in June.
Egypt at this period is enveloped in clouds and dust, by
which means the sun, which figuratively may be called truth,
is obscured or disguised.

The fifth step is Hamal saggi, “ great labour.” The fifth
sign is Leo. The great labour and difficulties to which the
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sun was supposed to be subject in passing this sign have
already been alluded to (403).

The sixth step is Sabbal, “ burden or patience.” The sixth
sign through which the sun passes is Virgo, marked by the
total disappearance of the celestial Hydra, called the Hydra
of Lerna, from whose head spring up the Great Dog and
the Crab. Hercules destroys the Hydra of Lerna, but is
annoyed by a sea-crab, which bites him in the foot. When-
ever Hercules lopped off one of the monster’s heads two
others sprang up, so that his labour would have been endless,
had he not ordered his companion Iolas to sear the blood
with fire.

The seventh step is named Gemunah, Binah, Jebunoh,
“retribution, intelligence, prudence.” The seventh sign is
Libra, into which the sun enters at the commencement of
autumn, indicated by the rising of the celestial Centaur, the
same that treated Hercules with hospitality. This constella-
tion is represented in the heavens with a flask full of wine
and a thyrsus, ornamented with leaves and grapes, the sym-
bols of the products of the seasons. The sun has now arrived
at the autumnal equinox, bringing in his train the fruits of
the earth; and recompense is made to the husbandman in
proportion to his prudence and intelligence.

The ladder will remind the reader of the ladder of the
Indian mysteries; of the ladder seen by Jacob in his dream ;
the pyramids with seven steps; and the seven caverns of
various nations.

Formerly—it may be so now in some lodges—one of the
tests the aspirant to this degree bad to undergo was to kill
the murderer of Hiram with a dagger, to bring his head to
the altar, and drink blood out of a skull. The candidate,
being blindfolded, had to place his hand on the beating
heart of a sheep, the wool around that part having been
shaved off, and, having stabbed the victim, he was freed from
the bandage, and was shown a bleeding head, made of wax,
which, however, was immediately removed, to prevent his
discovering the deception.



X
PRINCE OF ROSE-CROIX

413. Distinet from Rosicrucian, and has various Names.—
This, the eighteenth degree of the ancient and accepted
Scotch rite, is one of the most generally diffused of the
higher degrees of Masonry. It is often confounded with
the cabalistic and alchemistic sect of the Rosicrucians; but
there is a great distinction between the two. The name is
derived from the rose and the cross, and has no connection
with alchemy; the import of the rose has been given in
another place. The origin of the degree is involved in the
greatest mystery, as already pointed out. The degree is
known by various names, such as ‘“Sovereign Princes of
Rose-Croix,” “ Princes of Rose-Croix de Heroden,” .. the
holy house, i.c. the Temple, and sometimes *“ Knights of the
Eagle and Pelican.” It is considered the ne plus ultra of
Masonry, which, however, is the case with several other
degrees.

414. Officers and Lodges—The presiding officer is called
the “XEver Most Perfect Sovereign,” and the two wardens
are styled “Most Excellent and Perfect Brothers.” The
degree is conferred by a body called a “Chapter of the
Sovereign Princes of Rose-Croix,” and in three apartments,
the first representing Mount Calvary, the second the site
and scene of the Resurrection, and the third Hell. It will
thus be seen that it is a purely Christian degree, and there-
fore not genuine Masonry, but an attempt to christianise
Freemasonry. The first apartment is hung with black, and
lighted with thirty-three lights upon three candlesticks of
eleven branches. Each light is enclosed in a small tin box,
and issues its light through a hole of an inch diameter.
These lights denote the age of Christ. In three angles of
the room, north-east, south-east, and south-west, are three
pillars of the height of a man, on the several chapiters of
which are inscribed the names of Faith, Hope, and Charity.
Every lodge has its picture descriptive of its form, and of
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the proper place of its officers and emblems. On the east,
at the south and north angles, the sun and moon and a sky
studded with stars are painted; the clouds very dark. An
eagle is seen beating the air with his wings, as an emblem
of the supreme power. Besides other allegorical paintings,
there is also one of a cubic stone, sweating blood and water.
On the stone is a rose, and the letter J, which means the
expiring Word. The space round the picture, representing
the square of the lodge, is filled with darkness, to represent
what happened at the crucifixion. Below it are all the
ancient tools of masonry, with the columns divided and
broken into many parts. Lower down is the veil of the
temple rent in twain. Before the master is a little table,
lighted by three lights, upon which the Gospel, compasses,
square, and triangle are placed. All the brethren are clothed
in black, with a black scarf from the left shoulder to the
right side. An apron, white, bordered with black: on the
flap are a skull and cross-bones, between three red roses; on
the apron is a globe surmounted by a serpent, and above the
letter J. The master and the other officers wear on the neck
a wide ribbon of black mohair, from which hangs the jewel,
a golden compass, surmounted by a triple crown, with a
cross between the legs, its centre being occupied by a full-
blown rose; at the foot of the cross is a pelican feeding its
young from its breast; on the other side is an eagle with
wings displayed. The eagle is the emblem of the sun, the
“sun of righteousness”; the pelican, of course, alludes to
Christ shedding His blood for the human race; the cross
and the rose explain themselves.

415. Reception in the First Apartment.—The candidate
is clothed in black, decorated with a red ribbon, an apron
doubled with the same colour, and a sword and scarf. After
much preliminary ceremony, he is introduced into the apart-
ment, and told by the master that the word that is lost and
which he seeks cannot be given, because confusion reigns
among them, the veil of the temple is rent, darkness covers
the earth, the tools are broken, &c.; but that he need not
despair, as they will find out the new law, that thereby they
may recover the word. He is then told to travel for thirty-
three years. The junior warden thereupon conducts him
thirty-three times round the lodge, pointing out to him the
three columns, telling him their names, Faith, Hope, and
Charity, and bidding him remember them, as henceforth
they must be his guides. After a little more talk, he is
made to kneel with his right knee upon the Gospel and take
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the following oath :—“I promise by the same obligations I
have taken in the former degrees of Masonry never to reveal
the secrets of the Knight of the Eagle, under the penalty
of being for ever deprived of the true word; that a river of
blood and water shall issue continually from my body, and,
under the penalty of suffering anguish of soul, of being
steeped in vinegar and gall, of having on my head the most
piercing thorns, and of dying upon the cross; so help me
the Grand Architect of the Universe.” The candidate then
receives the apron and sash, both symbols of sorrow for the
loss of the word. A dialogue ensues, wherein the hope of
finding the word is foreshadowed ; whereupon the master
and brethren proceed to the second apartment, where they
exchange their black aprons and sashes to take red ones.

416. Second Apartment.—This apartment is hung with
tapestry ; three chandeliers, with thirty-three lights, but
without the boxes, illuminate it. In the east there is a
cross surrounded with a glory and a cloud; upon the cross
is a rose of paradise, in the middle of which is the letter G.
Below are three squares, in which are three circles, having
three triangles, to form the summit, which is allegorical of
Mount Calvary, upon which the Grand Architect of the
Universe expired. Upon this summit is a blazing star with
seven rays, and in the middle of it the letter G again. The
eagle and pelican also reappear here. Below is the tomb.
In the lower part of the square are the compasses, drawing-
board, crow, trowel, and square. The cubic stone, hammer,
and other tools are also represented.

417. Reception in the Third Apartment.—But the second
point of reception takes place in a third apartment, which is
made as terrifying as possible, to represent the torments of
hell. It has seven chandeliers with grey burning flambeaux,
whose mouths represent death’s-heads and cross-bones. The
walls are hung with tapestry, painted with flames and figures
of the damned. The candidate, on presenting himself as a
searcher of the lost word, has his sash and apron taken from
him, as not humble enough to qualify him for the task, and
is covered with a black cloth strewn with dirty ashes, so that
he can see nothing, and informed that he will be led to the
darkest of places, from which the word must come forth
triumphant to the glory and advantage of Masonry. In this
condition he is led to a steep descent, up and down which
he is directed to travel, after which he is conducted to the
door, and has the black cloth removed. Before him stand
three figures dressed as devils. He then parades the room
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three times, without pronouncing a word, in memory of the
descent into the dark places, which lasted three days. He
is then led to the door of the apartment, covered with black
cloth, and told that the horrors through which he has passed
are as nothing in comparison with those through which he
has yet to pass; therefore he is cautioned to summon all
his fortitude. But in reality all the terrible trials are over,
for he is presently brought before the master, who asks:
“Whence come you?” ‘From Judea.”— Which way did
you come?” By Nazareth.”—Of what tribe are you
descended ?” ¢ Judah.”— Give me the four initials?”
“LN.R.I.”—“ What do these letters signify?” ¢ Jesus of
Nazareth, King of the Jews.”—¢ Brother, the word is found ;
let him be restored to light.” The junior warden quickly
takes off the cloth, and at the signal of the master, all the
brethren clap their hands three times and give three huzzas.
The candidate is then taught the signs, grips, and password.
The master then proceeds to the instruction of the newly-
made Knight of the Eagle or Prince Rose-Croix, which
amounts to this, that after the erection of Solomon’s temple
masons began to neglect their labours, that then the cubical
stone, the corner-stone, began to sweat blood and water, and
was torn from the building and thrown among the ruins of
the decaying temple, and the mystic rose sacrificed on a
cross. Then masonry was destroyed, the earth covered with
darkness, the tools of masonry broken. Then the blazing
star disappeared, and the word was lost. But masons having
learnt the three words, Faith, Hope, and Charity, and follow-
ing the new law, masonry was restored, though masons no
longer built material edifices, but occupied themselves in
spiritual buildings. The mystic rose and blazing star were
restored to their former beauty and splendour.

The degree was purely Jesuitical, and its object the restora-
tion of the Stuart family.



XI
THE RITES OF MISRAIM AND MEMPHIS

418. Anomalies of the Rite of Misravm.—Another of those
diversities, which ‘may be called the constant attendants of
the life of vast associations, is the rite of ¢ Misraim,” so
called from its falsely pretending to trace its origin back
to the Egyptian King Menes, or Misraim. What chiefly
distinguishes it from other rites, and renders it totally
different from masonic institutions, is the supreme power
given to the heads, whose irremovability we have seen abol-
ished, in order to open the lodges to the forms of genuine
democracy. This rite is essentially autocratic. One man,
with the title of “ Absolute Sovereign Grand Master,” rules
the lodges, and is irresponsible—an extraordinary anomaly in
the bosom of a liberal society to behold a member claiming
that very absolute power against which Freemasonry has
been fighting for centuries!

419. Organisation.—The rite of Misraim was founded by
Cagliostro at a time when there was already a question of
even further reducing the number of the Scotch rite of
thirty-three degrees, practically reduced to five. Then arose
the rite of Misraim with ninety degrees, arranged in four
sections, viz.: 1. Symbolic; 2. Philosophic; 3. Mystical;
4. Cabalistic; which were divided into seventeen classes.
The rites are a medley of Scotch rites, Martinism, and
Templarism, and the absolute Grand Masters arrogate to
themselves the right of governing all masonic lodges through-
out the world. The foundations of this system were laid at
Milan in 1805, by several Masons who had been refused
admission into the Supreme Grand Council. During the
first year and for some time after postulants were only
admitted as far as the 87th degree; the other three, com-
plementing the system, embraced the wnknown superiors.
Jews are the chief supporters of this rite. To show its
character, details of some of the degrees are here given.

420. History and Constitution.—From Milan, the Order
e}
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spread into Dalmatia, the Ionian Islands, and the Neapo-
litan territory, where it produced a total reform in a chapter
of Rosicrucians, the “ Concordia,” established in the Abruzzi.
It was not till 1814 that the rite of Misraim was introduced
into France, where the pompous denominations of its endless
hierarchy met with no slight success. Never had such titles
been heard of in Masonry: Supreme Commander of the Stars,
Sovereign of Sovereigns, Most High and Most Powerful
Knight of the Rainbow, Sovereign Grand Prince Hiram,
Sovereign Grand Princes, &c. ; these were some of the titles
assumed by the members. The trials of initiation were long
and difficult, and founded on what is recorded of the Egyptian
and Eleusinian mysteries. In the first two sections the
founders of the rite seem to have attempted to bring together
all the creeds and practices of Scotch Masonry combined
with the mysteries of Egypt; and in the last two sections all
the chemical and cabalistic knowledge professed by the priests
of that country, reserving for the last three degrees the
supreme direction of the Order. Attempts were made to
introduce it into Belgium, Sweden, and Switzerland, and
also into Ireland, and latterly into England; but everywhere
it is in a languishing condition. The Grand Orient of France
has never recognised the rite as a part of Masonry, though it
has three lodges in Paris.

421. Rites and Ceremonies.—The Order celebrates two
equinoctial festivals, the one called “The Reawakening of
Nature,” and the other, “The Repose of Nature.” In the
69th degree, designated as ‘“Knight of Khanuka, called
Hynaroth,” particular instructions are given as to man’s rela-
tion to the Deity, and the cabalistic mediation of the angels.
The Supreme Council of the 87th degree has three apart-
ments: the first is draped in black, representing chaos, and
lighted up with one light only. The second apartment has
three lights, and its walls are hung with green, typifying
hope. The third apartment has seventy-two lights, with a
transparency showing the word Jehovah over the throne, and
another similar one over the entrance door, all symbolising
the zodiac and the sun. The sign is raising both hands
towards heaven ; the grip consists in crossing the hands, and
the passwords are: I am—We are; Nature—Truth. In the
88th degree the hall of reception is oval, and hung with sea-
green. The 8gth degree has the password Lux ex tenebris ;
and the goth degree holds its meetings in a circular room,
and its password is Sophia, or Wisdom; its sacred word is
Isis, to which the answer is Osiris. In this rite, altogether
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modern, we meet with gnostic and cabalistic words and
conceits—a phenomenon which were impossible did not
gnostic ideas permeate all the veins of the masonic body.

422. Rite of Memphis.—It is a copy of the rite of Misraim,
and was founded at Paris in 1839, and afterwards extended
to Brussels and Marseilles. It was composed of ninety-one
degrees, arranged in three sections and seven classes. A
large volume printed at Paris, with the ambitious title of
“The Sanctuary,” gives an account of all the sections and
their scope. The first section teaches morality, and explains
the symbols; the second instructs in physical science, the
philosophy of history, and explains the poetical myths of
antiquity, its scope being to promote the study of causes and
origins. The third and last section exhausts the story of the
Order, and is occupied with high philosophy, studying the
religious myth at the different epochs of mankind.



XII

MODERN KNIGHTS TEMPLARS

423. Origin.—We read that several lords of the Court of
Louis XIV,, including the Duke de Gramont, the Marquis
of Biran, and Count Tallard, formed a secret society, whose
object was pleasure. The society increased. Louis XIV.,
having been made acquainted with its statutes, banished
the members of the Order, whose denomination was, “ A
slight Resurrection of the Templars.” In 1705, Philip
Duke of Orleans collected the remaining members of the
society that had renounced its first scope to cultivate politics.
A Jesuit father, Bonanni, a learned rogue, fabricated the
famous list of supposititions Grand Masters of the Temple
since Molay, beginning with his immediate successor, Lar-
menius. No imposture was ever sustained with greater
sagacity. The document offered all the requisite character-
istics of authenticity, and was calculated to deceive the most
experienced palseologist. Its object was to connect the new
institution with the ancient Templars. To render the decep-
tion more perfect, the volume containing the false list was
filled with minutes of deliberations at fictitions meetings
under false dates. Two members were even sent to Lisbon
to obtain, if possible, a document of legitimacy from the
“Knights of Christ,” an Order founded on the ruins of the
Order of the Temple. The deputies, however, were unmasked,
and very badly received—one had to take refuge in England,
the other was transported to Africa, where he died.

424. Revival of the Order.—But the society was not dis-
couraged ; it grew, and was probably the same that concealed
itself before the outbreak of the Revolution under the vulgar
name of the Society of the Bull’s Head, and whose members
were dispersed in 1792. At that period the Duke of Cosse-
Brissac was Grand Master. When on his way to Versailles
with other prisoners, there to undergo their trial, he was

massacred, and Ledru, his physician, obtained possession of
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the charter of Larmenius and the MS. statutes of 1705.
These documents suggested to him the idea of reviving the
Order ; Fabré-Palaprat, a Freemason, was chosen Grand
Master. Every effort was made to create a belief in the
genuineness of the Order. The brothers Fabré, Arnal, and
Leblond hunted up relics. The shops of antiquaries supplied
the sword, mitre, and helmet of Molay, and the faithful were
shown his bones, withdrawn from the funeral pyre on which
he had been burned. As in the Middle Ages, the society
exacted that aspirants should be of noble birth ; such as were
not were ennobled by the society. Fourteen honest citizens
of Troyes on one occasion received patents of nobility and
convincing coats of arms. During the Revolution the Order
was dissolved, but partly restored during the Directorate.
After the establishment of the Empire the members re-elected
Dr. Fabré de Palaprat; Napoleon favoured the Order, because
it promoted community between his new nobility and the
members of the old aristocracy. Under the Restoration the
liberal tendencies of the Order rendered it suspect, and at
the instigation of the Jesuits the Grand Master was repeatedly
sent to prison. To restore the Order to its original purpose—
fighting the infidels—the members endeavoured to obtain
an island in the Mediterranean ; Sir Sidney Smith, later on,
wanted to make it the means of suppressing piracy along the
African coast.

425. The Leviticon—The society was at first catholic,
apostolic, Roman, and rejected Protestants; but Fabré sud-
denly gave it an opposite tendency. Having acquired a
Greek MS. of the fifteenth century, containing the Gospel of
St. John, with readings somewhat differing from the received
version, preceded by a kind of introduction or commentary,
called “ Leviticon,” he determined, towards 1815, to apply
its doctrines to the society governed by him, and thus to
transform an association, hitherto quite orthodox, into a
schismatic sect. This Leviticon is nothing but the well-
known work with the same title by the Greek monk, Nice-
phorus. He, having been initiated into the mysteries of the
Sufites, who to this day, in the bosom of Mohammedanism
preserve the dismal doctrines of the Ishmaelites of the lodge
of Cairo (141), attempted to introduce these ideas into Chris-
tianity, and for that purpose wrote the ‘ Leviticon,” which
became the Bible of a small number of sectaries; but perse-
cution put an end to them. This singular MS. was trans-
lated into French in 1822, and printed, with modifications
and interpolations, by Palaprat himself. This publication
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was the cause of a schism in the Order of the Temple. Those
knights that adopted its doctrines made them the basis of a
new liturgy, which they rendered public in 1833 in a kind
of Johannite church called the Temple, and consecrated with
great pomp; a society of Ladies of the Temple was also
formed at the same time.

426. Ceremontes of Initiation.—The lodges in this degree
are called encampments, and the officers take their names
from those that managed the original institution of the
Knights Templars. The penal signs are the chin and beard
sign and the saw sign. The grand sign is indicative of the
death of Christ on the cross. There i1s a word, a grip, and
passwords, which vary. The knights, who are always
addressed as ““Sir Knights,” wear knightly costume, not
omitting the sword. The candidate for installation is “got
up” as a pilgrim, with sandals, mantle, staff, cross, scrip,
and wallet, a belt or cord round his waist, and in some
encampments a burden on his back, which is made to fall
off at the sight of the cross. On his approach, an alarm is
sounded with a trumpet, and after a deal of pseudo-military
parley he is admitted, and a saw is applied to his forehead
by the second captain, whilst all the Sir Knights are under
arms. The candidate, being prompted by the master of the
ceremonies, declares that he is a weary pilgrim, prepared to
devote his life to the service of the poor and sick, and to pro-
tect the holy sepulchre. After perambulating the encamp-
ment seven times he repeats the oath, having first put away
the pilgrim’s staff and cross and taken up a sword. In this
oath he swears to defend the sepulchre of our Lord Jesus
Christ against all Jews, Turks, infidels, heathens, and other
opposers of the Gospel. “If ever I wilfully violate this
my solemn compact,” he continues, “as a Brother Knight
Templar, may my skull be sawn asunder with a rough saw,
my brains taken out and put in a charger to be consumed
by the scorching sun, and my skull in another charger, in
commemoration of St. John of Jerusalem, that first faithful
soldier and martyr of our Lord and Saviour. Furthermore,
may the soul that once inhabited this skull appear against
me in the day of judgment.- So help me God.” A lighted
taper is afterwards put into hishand, and he circumambulates
the encampment five times “in solemn meditation’ ; and
then kneeling down is dubbed knight by the grand com-
mander, who says, “I hereby instal you a masonic knight
hospitaller of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and
Malta, and also a Knight Templar.” The grand commander
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next clothes him with the mantle, and invests him with the
apron, sash, and jewel, and presents him with sword and
shield. He then teaches him the so-called Mediterranean
password and sign. The motto of the Knight Templar is,
In hoc signo vinces. In England the encampment of Baldwin,
which was established at Bristol by the Templars who re-
turned with Richard I. from Palestine, still continues to hold
its regular meetings, and is believed to have preserved the
ancient costume and ceremonies of the Order. There is
another encampment at Bath, and a third at York, from
which three emanated all the other encampments in Great
Britain and America. In some of the encampments the
following is the concluding part of the ceremony :—One of
the equerries dressed as a cook, with a white nightcap and
apron and a large kitchen knife in his hand, suddenly rushes
in, and, kneeling on one knee before the new Sir Knight,
says, “Sir Knight, I admonish you to be just, honourable,
and faithful to the Order, or I, the cook, will hack your spurs
from off your heels with my kitchen knife.”



XII1

FREEMASONRY IN ENGLAND AND
SCOTLAND

427. Freemasonry in England.—The authentic history of
Freemasonry, .e. operative Masonry, in England dates from
Athelstan, from whom his brother Edwin obtained a royal
charter for the Masons, by which they were empowered to
meet annually in a general assembly, and to have the right
to regulate their own Order. And, according to this charter,
the first Grand Lodge of England met at York in 926, when
all the writings and records extant, in Greek, Latin, French,
and other languages, were collected ; and constitutions and
charges in conformity with ancient usages, so far as they
could be gathered therefrom, were drawn up and adopted.
The Old York Masons were on that account held in especial
respect, and Blue or genuine Masonry is still distinguished
by the title of the York rite. After the decease of Edwin,
Athelstan himself presided over the lodges; and after his
death, the Masons in England were governed by Dunstan,
Archbishop of Canterbury in 960, and Edward the Confessor
in 1041. Down to the present time the grand masters have
been persons of royal blood, sometimes the king himself.
Till the beginning of the last century, as already stated
(390), they were operative masons, and the monuments of
their activity are still found all over the land in abbeys,
monasteries, cathedrals, hospitals, and other buildings of
note. There were, indeed, periods when the Order was per-
secuted by the State, but these were neither so frequent nor
so long as in other countries.

428. Freemasonry in Scotland.—Tradition says that on the
destruction of the Order of Templars, many of its members
took refuge in Scotland, where they incorporated themselves
with the Freemasons, under the protection of Robert Bruce,
who established the chief seat of the Order at Kilwinning.

There is a degree of Prince of Rose-Croix de Heroden, or
51
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Hérédom, as it is called in French. This Heroden, says an
old MS. of the ancient Scotch rite, is a mountain situated
in the north-west of Scotland, where the fugitive Knights
Templars found a safe retreat; and the modern Order of
Rose-Croix claims the kingdom of Scotland and Abbey of
Kilwinning as having once been its chief seat of government.
By some writers, however, it is asserted that the word Héré-
dom is simply a corruption of the Latin expression heredium,
signifying “an heritage,” and alludes to the castle of St.
Germain, the residence of Charles Stuart the Pretender,
to further whose restoration the Order of Rose-Croix was
invented. The subject is in a state of inextricable confusion,
but scarcely worth the trouble of elucidation. King Robert
Bruce endeavoured, like other princes before and after him,
to secure for himself the supreme direction of those associa~-
tions, which, though not hostile to the reigning power, could
by their organisation become the foci of danger. It is the
common opinion that this king reserved for himself and his
successors the rank of grand master of the whole Order, and
especially of the lodge of Hérédom, which was afterwards
transferred to Edinburgh.

429. Modern Freemasonry.—At the beginning of the last
century the operative period of Masonry may be said to have
come to an end. In 1716, there being then only four lodges
existing in London, a proposition was made and agreed to
that the privilege of Masonry should no longer be restricted
to operative masons—we have seen that it had ere then been
broken through (389)—but should extend to men of various
professions, provided they were regularly initiated into the
Order. Thus began the present era of Masonry, retaining
the original constitutions, the ancient landmarks, symbols,
and ceremonies. The society, proclaiming brotherly love,
relief, and truth as their guiding principles, obtained a wider
field for their operations, and more freedom in their mode of
action. But to what does this action amount? To eating,
drinking, and mummery. There is nothing in the history of
modern Masonry, in this country at least, that deserves to
be recorded. The petty squabbles between Lodges and
Orders may help to fill masonic newspapers, but for the
world at large they have no interest; and as to any useful
knowledge to be propagated by Masons, that is pure delusion.
Yet, considering that the Order reckons its members by
hundreds of thousands, its pretensions and present condition
and prospects merit some consideration; and it must be
admitted that its charities, in England at least, are adminis-
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tered on a somewhat munificent scale. In that respect
honour is due to the English craft. And Masons, at all
events French Masons, object to their association being
called a * Benevolent Society,” for when in 1861 M. de
Persigny qualified them as such, the Masons protested against
it, saying that their charities were the outcome, and not the
object, of their meetings. Moreover, their benevolence is
not commensurate with their diffusion, and on the Continent
is controlled by political considerations; thus the lodge
Philadelphia, at Verviers, in 1874, declined to subscribe to
the Red Cross Association, because in the Spanish war their
succour would be extended to Carlists as well as to the
Constitutionals.



XY

FREEMASONRY IN FRANCE

430. Introduction into France—Freemasonry was intro-
duced into France by the partisans of James and the Pre-
tender, as a possible means of reseating the Stuart family
on the English throne. Not satisfied with turning masonic
rites to unforeseen and illegitimate uses, new degrees were
added to those already existing, such as those of ¢ Irish
Master,” “Perfect Irish Master,” and ‘ Puissant Irish
Master,” and by promises of the revelation of great secrets,
and leading them to believe that Freemasons were the
successors of the Knights Templars, the nobility of the
kingdom were attracted towards the Order, and liberally
supported it with their means and influence. The first lodge
established in France was that of Dunkirk (1721), under
the title of ¢ Friendship and Fraternity.” The second, whose
name has not been handed down, was founded in Paris in
1725 by Lord Derwentwater. Other followers of the Pre-
tender established other lodges, of all which Lord Derwent-
water was the grand master, until that nobleman lost his
life for his devotion to the cause of the Stuarts in 1746.

431. Chevalier Ramsay.—The Chevalier Ramsay, also a
devoted adherent of the house of Stuart, endeavoured more
effectually to carry out the views of his predecessors, and
in 1730 attempted in London to lay the basis of a masonic
reform, according to which the masonic legend referred to
the violent death of Charles I., while Cromwell and his par-
tisans represented the assassins to be condemmned in the
lodge. He therefore proposed to the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land to substitute in the place of the first three degrees
those of Scotch Mason, Novice, and Knight of the Temple,
which he pretended to be the only true and ancient ones,
having their administrative centre in the Lodge of St.
Andrew at Edinburgh. But the Grand Lodge at once re-
jected his views, whose objects it perceived. Ramsay went

to Paris, where he met with great success. Hissystem gave
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rise to those higher degrees which have since then been
known by the name of the Ancient Scotch rite. Many of
these innovations made up for their want of consistency with
masonic traditions by splendour of external decorations and
gorgeousness of ceremonies. But the hautes grades of the
French, and the philosophic degrees of the Ancient Scotch
rite, are not innovations, but illustrations of pure symbolic
Masonry.

432. Philosophical Rites—Philosophy indeed began to in-
sinuate itself into Masonry, simplifying the rites and puri-
fying its doctrines. Among the philosophic degrees then
introduced, that of the “ Knightsof the Sun” is noteworthy.
Its declared scope was to advocate natural, in opposition to
revealed, religion. There is but one light in the lodge,
which shines from behind a globe of water, to represent the
sun. It has some resemblance to the ¢ Sublime Knight
Elected.” But, on the other hand, by these innovations
systems multiplied, and the Order served as a pretext and
defence of institutions having no connection with Masonry.
Cabala, magic, conjuration, divination, alchemy, and demon-
ology were taught in the lodges. These abuses led to the
establishment of an administrative centre at Arras in 1747.
Another was founded at Marseilles in 1751. Three years
afterwards the Chevalier de Bonneville founded in Paris a
chapter of the high degrees, with the title, afterwards become
famous, of the ‘“ Chapter of Clermont,” and lodged it in a
sumptuous palace built by him in a suburb of Paris. The
system adopted was to some extent that of Ramsay. Another
chapter, in opposition to his, was founded in 1762, with the
title of “ Council of the Knights of the East.” In 1766,
the Baron Tschudy founded the Order of the ¢ Blazing Star,”
in which ideas derived from the Temple and the Jesuits
were strangely intermingled.

433. The Duke de Chartres.—Freemasonry in France was
not without influence on the Revolution. The Duke de
Chartres having been elected grand master, all the lodges
were united under the Grand Orient; hence the immense
influence he afterwards wielded. The mode of his initiation
is thus related : Before becoming grand master he was re-
ceived into the degree of Knight: of Kadosh. Five brethren
introduced him into a hall, representing a grotto strewn with
human bones, and lighted up with sepulchral lamps. In one
of the angles was a lay figure covered with royal insignia.
The introducers bade him lie down on the ground like one
dead, naming the degrees through whick he had already
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passed, and repeating the former oaths. Afterwards, they
extolled the degree into which he was about to be received.
Having bidden him to rise, he was made to ascend a high
ladder, and to throw himself from the top. Having then
armed him with a dagger, they commanded him to strike
the crowned figure, and a liquid resembling blood spurted
from the wound over his hands and clothes. He was then
told to cut off the head of the figure. Finally, he was informed
that the bones with which the cave was strewn came from
the body of James Molay, Grand Master of the Order of the
Temple, and that the man whom he had stabbed was Philip
the Iair, King of France. The Grand Orient was established
in a mansion formerly belonging to the Jesuits in Paris, and
became a revolutionary centre. The share the Grand Orient,
the tool of the Duke de Chartres, took in the events of the
French Revolution is matter of public history.



XV

THE CHAPTER OF CLERMONT AND THE
STRICT OBSERVANCE

434. Jesuitical Influence.—Catholic ceremonies, unknown
in ancient Freemasonry, were introduced from 1735 to 1740,
in the Chapter of Clermont, so called in honour of Louis of
Bourbon, Prince of Clermont, at the time grand master of
the Order in France. From that time, the influence of the
Jesuits on the fraternity made itself more and more felt.
The candidate was no longer received in a lodge, but in the
city of Jerusalem; not the ideal Jerusalem, but a clerical
Jerusalem, typifying Rome. The meetings were called
Capitula Canonicorwm, and a monkish language and asce-
ticism prevailed therein. In the statutes is seen the hand
of James Lainez, the second general of the Jesuits, and the
aim at universal empire betrays itself, for at the reception of
the sublime knights the last two chapters of the Apocalypse
are read to the candidate—a glowing picture of that universal
monarchy which the Jesuits hoped to establish. The sect
spread very rapidly, for when Baron Hund came to Paris
in 1742, and was received into the highest Jesuit degrees
he found on his return to Germany that those degrees were
already established in Saxony and Thuringia, under the
government of Marshall, whose labours he undertook to
promote.

435. The Strict Observance.—From the exertions of these
two men arose the ¢Rite of Strict Observance,” so called,
because Baron Hund introduced into it a perfectly monkish
subordination, and which seemed also for a time intended to
favour the tragic hopes of the house of Stuart; for Marshall,
having visited Paris in 1741, there entered into close con-
nection with Ramsay and the other adherents of the exiled
family. To further this object, Hund mixed up with the
rites of Clermont what was known or supposed to be known
of the statutes of the Templars, and acting in concert with

L/
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Marshall, overran Germany with a sect of new Templars, not
to be confounded with the Templars that afterwards joined
the masonic fraternity. DBut Hund seems after all to have
rendered no real services to the Stuarts; though when
Charles Edward visited Germany, the sectaries received him
in the most gallant manner, promising him the most exten-
sive support, and asking of him titles and estates in a kingdom
which he had yet to conquer. Thus he was brought to that
state of mental intoxication which afterwards led him to
make an absurd entry into Rome, preceded by heralds, who
proclaimed him king. Hund seems, in the sad story of the
Stuarts, to have acted the part of a speculator ; and the rite
of the Strict Observance, permeated by the Jesuitical leaven,
had probably an aim very different from the re-establishment
of the proscribed dynasty. It is certain that at one time
the power of the New Templars was very great, and prepared
the way for the Illuminati.



XVI
THE RELAXED OBSERVANCE

436. Organisation of Relaxed Observance.—In 1767, there
arose at Vienna a schism of the Strict Observance ; the dis-
sentients, who called themselves ‘ Clerks of the Relaxed
Observance "—the nickname of Relaxed Observance had
originally been applied by the members of the Strict Obser-
vance, as a term of contempt to all other rites—declaring
that they alone possessed the secrets of the association, and
knew the place where were deposited the splendid treasures
of the Templars. They also claimed precedence, not only
over the rite of Strict Observance, but also over all Masonry.
Their promises and instructions revolved around the philo-
sopher’s stone, the government of spirits, and the millennium.
To be initiated it was necessary to be a Roman Catholic, and
to have passed through all the degrees of the Strict Observ-
ance. The members knew only their immediate heads ; but
Doctor Stark, of Konigsberg, a famous preacher, and Baron
Raven, of Mecklenburg, were well-known chiefs of the
association.

437. Disputes in German Lodges.—Before the establishment
of the Strict Observance, various German lodges had already
introduced the Templar system ; hence disputes of all kinds
arose, and a convention was held at Brunswick on 22nd May
1775 to arrange the differences. Dr. Stark presented him-
self ; he was a disciple of Schropfer and of Gugumos, who
called himself high-priest, knight, prince, possessor of the
philosopher’s stone, of the secret to evoke the spirits of the
dead, &c. Stark declared to the members of the convention
that he was called Archimedes ab aquila fulva, that he was .
chancellor of the Grand Chapter of Scotland, and had been in-
vited by the brethren of that supreme body to instruct them in
the true principles of the Order. But when he was asked to
produce his credentials, he refused. The Brunswickers, how-
ever, thinking that the brethren of Aberdeen might possess

some secrets, sent a deputation thither; but the good folks of
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Aberdeen knew even less than their German friends, for they
knew only the first three degrees. Stark, though found out,
was not to be put down, but wrote a book entitled *The
Coping Stone,” in which he represented the Strict Observance
as hostile to religion, society, and the state.

438. Rite of Zinzendorf.—This was not the first attack
made on the system of Hund. In 1766, Count Zinzendorf,
chief physician in the Prussian army, who had been received
into the Strict Observance, was struck from the list of members
of the lodge of the Three Globes. In revenge, he founded at
Berlin and Potsdam lodges on the Templar system, which,
however, he soon abandoned, and composed a new rite, in-
vented by himself, and consisting of seven degrees, which
was protected by Frederick the Great. The new Order made
fierce and successful war both on the Strict and the Relaxed
Observance.

439. African Architects.—About 1765, Brother Von Kopper
instituted in Prussia, under the auspices of Frederick II., the
Order of ¢ African Architects,” who occupied themselves
with historical researches, mixing up therewith masonry and
chivalry. The order was divided into eleven degrees. They
erected a vast building, which contained a large library, a
musenm of natural history, and a chemical laboratory. Until
1786, when it was dissolved, the society awarded every year
a gold medal with fifty ducats to the author of the best
memoir on the history of Masonry. This was one of the few
rational masonic societies. The African Architects did not
esteem decorations, aprons, collars, jewels, &c. In their
assemblies they read essays, and communicated the results
of their researches. At their simple and decorous banqguets,
instructive and scientific discourses were delivered. While
their initiations were gratuitous, they gave liberal assistance
to zealous but needy brethren. They published many im-
portant works on Freemasonry.



XVII
THE CONGRESS OF WILHELMSBAD

440. Various Congresses—To put an end to the numerous
disputes raging among masonic bodies, various congresses
were held. In 1778, a congress was convened at Lyons ; it
lasted a month, but was without resnlt. In 1785, another
was held at Paris, but the time was wasted in idle dis-
putes with Cagliostro. The most important was that which
assembled at Wilkelmsbad in 1782, under the presidency
of the Duke of Brunswick, who was anxious to end the dis-
cord reigning among German Freemasons. It was attended
by Masons from Europe, America, and Asia. From an
approximative estimate, it appears that there were then
upwards of three millions of Masons in the different parts
of the globe.

441. Discussions at Wilhelmsbad.—The statements con-
tained in Dr. Stark’s book, “The Coping Stone” (437),
concerning the influence of the Jesuits in the masonic body,
formed one of the chief topics discussed. Some of the chiefs
of the Strict Observance produced considerable confusion by
being unable to give information concerning the secrets of
the high degrees, which they had professed to know ; or to
render an account of large sums they had received on behalf
of the Order. The main point was to settle whether Masonry
was to be considered as a continuation of the Order of the
Templars, and whether the secrets of the sect were to be
sought for in the modern Templar degrees. After thirty
sittings, the answer was in the negative; the chiefs of the
Strict Observance were defeated, and the Duke of Brunswick
suspended the Order for three years, from which blow it
never recovered. The Swedes professed to possess all the
secrets ; the Duke of Brunswick hastened to Upsala to learn
them, but found that the Swedes knew no more than the
Germans ; whence new dissensions arose between the Masons
of the two nations.

442. Result of Convention.—The result of the convention
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of Wilhelmsbad was the retention of the three symbolical
degrees, with the addition of a new degree, that of the
“ Knights of Beneficence,” which was based on the principles
enunciated in St. Martin’s book, Des Erreurs ot de la Vérité,
and the Zableaw Naturel. The foundation of the new Order
was attributed to the influence of the Jesnits, because the
three initial letters of Chevaliers Bienfaisants, C.H.B., are
equal to 3, 8, 2=13, signifying the letter N, meaning Nostri.
Another result was a league between Masonry and the
Illuminati—and it is still a matter of speculation whether
these latter were not behind the Jesuits—brought about by
the exertions of Spartacus or Weishaupt, who had long ago
discerned the influence he could obtain by the co-operation
of the Masons, whom he, of course, employed as his un-
conscious tools. But Jesuitical influence, at that time, was
too powerful to be overcome; they sided with, and thus
strengthened the influence of, the duke ; hence the opposi-
tion of Germany to the principles of the French Revolution,
which broke out soon after—an opposition which was like
discharging a rocket against a thunderbolt, but which was
carried to its height by the manifesto of the Duke of Bruns-
wick, so loudly praised by courtly historians, and of which
the German princes made such good use as to induce the
German confederacy to surround France with a fiery line of
deluded patriotism. TFreemasonry had been made the tool
of prince- and priest-craft, though occasionally it turned
the tables on the prince, an instance of which is recorded
in the next paragraph.

443. Fredericl William I11. and the Masons.—The sudden
retreat of the King of Prussia of this name, after having
invaded France in 1792, has never been satisfactorily ex-
plained. Dr. E. E. Eckert, in his “Magazine of Evidence
for the Condemnation of the Masonic Order,” writes as
follows, quoting from a private letter from M. V——z, of
Paris, to Baron von S 7, at Vienna, which he qualifies as
“thoroughly reliable ” :—¢The King of Prussia had crossed
our frontiers; he was, I believe, at Verdun or Thionville.
One evening a confidential attendant gave him the masonic
sign, and took him into a subterranean vault, where he left
him alone. By the light of the lamps illnminating the
room, the king saw his ancestor, Frederick the Great,
approaching him. There could be no mistake as to his
voice, dress, gait, features. The spirit reproached the king
with his alliance with Austria against France, and com-
manded him immediately to withdraw therefrom. You
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know that the king acted accordingly, to the great disgust
of his allies, to whom he did not communicate the reasons
of his withdrawal. Some years afterwards our celebrated
actor Fleury, who acquired such reputation by his per-
formance at the ZThédire Frangais in *“The Two Pages,”
in which piece he represented Frederick the Great to per-
fection, confessed that he acted the ghost when Frederick
William III. was mystified by an appearance, which had
been planned by General Dumouriez.” Dumouriez was a
Freemason.



XVIII

MASONRY AND NAPOLEONISM

444. Masonry protected by Napoleon.—With renewed court
frivolities and military pomp, the theatrical spirit of Masonry
revived. The institution, so active before and during the
Revolution, because it was governed by men who rightly
understood and worthily represented its principles, during
the Empire fell into academic puerilities, servile compliance,
and endless squabbles. That period, which masonic writers,
attached to the latter and pleased with its apparent splen-
dour, call the most flonrishing of French Masonry, in the
eyes of independent judges appears as the least important
and the least honourable for the masonic order. Napoleon
at first intended to suppress Freemasonry, in which the
dreaded ideologists might easily find a refuge. The re-
presentative system of the Grand Orient clashed with his
monarchical principles, and the oligarchy of the Scotch rite
aroused his suspicions. The Parisian lodges, however, prac-
tised in the art of flattery, prostrated themselves before the
First Consul, prostrated themselves before the Emperor, and
sued for grace. The suspicions of Napoleon were not dis-
sipated; but he perceived the policy of avoiding violent
measures, and of disciplining a body that might turn against
him. The lodges were inundated with the lowest police
agents, who rapidly attained the highest degrees, and seized
at the very outset the clue of any political intrigue which
might be concocted there. N. apoleon, after considerable
hesitation, declared in favour of the Grand Orient, and the
Scotch rite had to assume the second place. A single word
of Napoleon had done more to establish peace between them
than all former machinations. The Grand Orient became a
court office, and Masonry an army of employés. The Grand
Mastership was offered to Joseph Napoleon, who accepted it,
though never initiated into Freemasonry, with the consent
of his brother, who, however, for greater security, insisted
on having his trusty arch-chancellor Cambacérés appointed
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Grand Master Adjunct, to be in reality the only head of the
Order. Gradually all the rites existing in France gave in
their adhesion to the imperial policy, electing Cambacérés as
their chief dignitary, so that he eventually possessed more
masonic titles than any other man before or after him. In
1805 he was made Grand Master Adjunct of the Grand
Orient ; in 1806, Sovereign Grand Master of the Supreme
Grand Council ; in the same year, Grand Master of the rite
of Heroden of Kilwinning; in 1807, Supreme Head of the
French rite; in the same year, Grand Master of the Philo-
sophic Scotch rite; in 1808, Grand Master of the Order of
Christ; in 1809, National Grand Master of the Knights
of the Holy City; in the same year, Protector of the High
Philosophic Degrees. As every new lodge established in
France had to pay the grand master a heavy fee, Masonry
yielded to him an annual revenue of two millions of francs.
445. Spread of Freemasonry.—But masonic disputes soon
again ran high. The arch-chancellor, accustomed and at-
tached to the usages and pomps of courts, secretly gave the
preference to the Scotch rite, with its high-sounding titles
and gorgeous ceremonies, The Grand Orient carried its
complaints even to Napoleon, who grew weary of these
paltry farces—he who planned grand dramas; and at one
time he had determined on abolishing the Order altogether,
but Cambacéres succeeded in arresting his purpose, showing
him the dangers that might ensue from its suppression—
dangers which must have appeared great, since Napoleon,
who never hesitated, hesitated then, and allowed another
to alter his views. Perhaps he recognised the necessity in
French society of a body of men who were free at least in
appearance, of a kind of political safety-valve. The French
had taken a liking to their lodges, where they found a
phantom of independence, and might consider themselves
on neutral ground, so that a masonic writer could say: “In
the bosom of Masonry there circulates a little of that vital
air so necessary to generous minds.” The Scotch rite,
secretly protected, spread throughout the French depart-
ments and foreign countries, and whilst the Grand Orient
tried to suppress it, and to prevent innovations, elected a
“ Director of Rites,” the Supreme Grand Council established
itself at Milan, and elected Prince Eugene Grand Master of
the Grand Orient of Italy. The two highest masonic autho-
rities, which yet bad the same master in Cambacérés, and
the same patron in Napoleon, continued to combat each
_other with as much fury as was shown in the struggle be-
VOL. II. E
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tween France and England. But having no public life, no
parliamentary debates, no opposition journals, the greater
part of the population took refuge in the lodges, and every
small town had its own. In 1812, there existed one thousand
and eighty-nine lodges, all depending on the Grand Orient ;
the army had sixty-nine, and the lodge was opened and
closed with the cry, Vive I’ Empereur!

446. The Clover Leaves—This was an Order founded in
Germany about 1808 by John de Witt, called Von Dérring
(555), a member of almost every secret society then exist-
ing, embracing some of the greatest German statesmen, to
further the plans of Napoleon, in the hope that his successes
might lead to the mediatisation of all German states, which,
with France, were to form but one empire. The name was
derived from the fact that three members only were known
to one another.

447. Obsequiousness of Freemasonry.—Napoleon, unable and
unwilling to suppress Freemasonry, employed it in the army,
in the newly-occupied territories, and in such as he intended
to occupy. Imperial proselytism turned the lodges into
schools of Napoleonism. But one section of Masonry, under
the shadow of that protection, became the very contrary,
anti-Napoleonic ; and not @/l the lodges closed their accus-
tomed labours with the cry of Viwve I’Empereur! It is,
however, quite certain that Napoleon by means of the masonic
society facilitated or secured his conquests. Spain, Germany,
and Italy were covered with lodges—antechambers, more
than any others, of prefectures and military command—pre-
sided over and governed by soldiers. The highest dignitaries
of Masonry at that period were marshals, knights of the
Legion of Honour, nobles of ancient descent, senators, coun-
cillors, all safe and trusty persons; a state that obeyed the
orders of Cambacérés, as he obeyed the orders of Napoleon.
Obsequiousness came near to the ridiculous. The half-yearly
words of command of the Grand Orient retrace the history
of Napoleonic progress. In 1800, ¢“Science and Peace”; in
1802, after Marengo, “ Unity and Success”; in 1804, after
the coronation, ¢ Contentment and Greatness”; after the
battle of Friedland, ‘“ Emperor and Confidence”; after the
suppression of the tribune, ¢ Fidelity ”; at the birth of the
King of Rome, “Posterity and Joy”; at the departure of
the army for Russia, ¢ Victory and Return”—terrible victory,
and unfortunate return !

448. Anti-Napoleonic Freemasonry.—Napoleon, we have
seen, made a league with Freemasonry to obtain its support.

o
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He is also said to have made certain promises to it; but as
he failed to keep them, the Masons turned against him, and
had a large share in his fall. This, however, is not very
probable, and is attributing too much influence to an
Order which had only recently recovered itself. Still, the
anti-Napoleonic leaven fermented in the Masonic society.
Savary, the minister of police, was aware of it in 1810, and
wanted to apply to the secret meetings of Freemasons the
article of the penal code, forbidding them ; but Cambacérés
once more saved the institution, which saved neither him nor
his patron. Freemasonry, if not by overt acts, at least by
its indifference, helped on the downfall of Napoleon. But it
was not altogether inactive, for even whilst the Napoleonic
star illumined almost alone the political heavens of Europe,
a Masonic lodge was formed whose object was the restora-
tion of the Bourbons, whose action may be proved by official
documents to have extended through the French army, and
led to the seditious movements of 1813.



XIX

FREEMASONRY, THE RESTORATION AND
THE SECOND EMPIRE

449. The Society of ‘ France Regenerated.”—The Restora-
tion, whose blindness was only equalled by its mediocrity—
which, unable to create, proposed to itself to destroy what
even time respects, the memories and glories of a people—
could not please Freemasonry much. Hostile to Napoleon
in his last years, it could not approve of the conduct of the
new government. At all events, the Freemasons held aloof,
though cynics might suggest that this was done with a view
of exacting better terms. In the meanwhile, a society was
formed in Paris, which, assuming masonic forms and the
title of ““TFrance Regenerated,” became an instrument of
espionage and revenge in the hands of the new despot. But
the very government in whose favour it acted, found it neces-
sary within a year from its foundation silently to suppress
it ; for it found the rabid zeal of these adherents to be more
injurions to its interests than the open opposition of its
avowed enemies.

450. Priestly Opposition to Masonry—The Masonic propa-
ganda, however, was actively carried on. The priests, on
their part, considered the moment come for inangurating an
anti-masonic crusade. Under Napoleon the priesthood could
not breathe; the court was closed against it, except on
grand occasions, when its presence was needed to add out-
ward pomp to imperial successes. As the masters of cere-
mounies, the priests had ceased in France to be the councillors
and confessors of its rulers; but now they reassumed those
functions, and the Masons were at once recommended to the
hatred of the king and the mistrust of the public. They
were represented as abettors of rationalism and regicide;
the consequence was, that a great many lodges were closed,
though, on the other hand, the rite of Misraim was estab-
lished in Paris in 1816, whose mother lodge was called the

“Rainbow,” a presage of serenity and calm, which, however,
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did not save the society from police persecution. In 1821,
this lodge was closed, and not reopened till 1830. Towards
the same time was founded the lodge of ¢ Trinosophists.”
In 1821, the Supreme Grand Council rose to the surface
again, and with it the disputes between it and the Grand
Orient. To enter into their squabbles would be a sad waste
of time, and I therefore pass them over.

451. Political Insignificance of Masonry.—The Freemasons
are said to have brought about the July revolution of 1830,
but proofs are wanting, and I think they may be absolved
from that charge. Louis-Philippe, who was placed on the
throne by that revolution, took the Order under his protec-
tion, and appointed his son, the Duke of Orleans, Grand
Master. On the Duke’s death, in 1842, his brother, the
Duke de Nemours, succeeded him in the dignity. In this
latter year, the disputes between the Grand Orient and the
Supreme Grand Council were amicably settled. Again we
are told that at a masonic congress held at Strasburg the
foundations of the revolution of 1848 were laid. It is
certain that Cavaignac, Lamartine, Ledru-Rollin, Prudhon,
Louis Blane, Marrast, Vilain, Pyat, and a great number
of German republicans, attended that congress, but for
this reason it cannot strictly be called a masonic, it was
rather a republican, meeting. On the establishment of the
Provisional Government after the revolution of 1848, the
Freemasons gave in their adhesion to that government;
on which occasion some high-flown speeches about liberty,
equality, and fraternity were made, and everybody congratu-
lated his neighbour that now the reign of universal brother-
hood had begun. But the restoration of the Empire, which
followed soon after, showed how idle all this oratory had
been, and how the influence of Masonry in the great affairs
of the world really is nil.

452. Freemasonry and Napoleon III.—Again the Napo-
leonjc air waves around the Grand Orient. The nephew
showed himself from the first as hostile to Freemasonry as
his uncle had been; but the decree prohibiting the French
lodges from occupying themselves with political questions,
under pain of the dissolution of the Order, did not appear
until the 7th September 1850. In January 1852, some
superior members of the Order proposed to offer the dignity
of Grand Master to Lucien Murat, the President’s cousin.
The proposal was unanimously agreed to; and on the 1g9th
of the same month the new Grand Master was acknowledged
by all the lodges. He held the office till 1861, when he was
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obliged to resign in consequence of the masonic body having
passed a vote of censure upon him for his expressions in
favour of the temporal power of the Pope, uttered in the
stormy discussion of the French Senate in the month of
June of that year. The Grand Orient was again all in con-
fusion. Napoleon III. now interfered, especially as Prince
Napoleon was proposed for the office of Grand Master ;
which excited the jealousy of the Muratists, who published
pamphlets of the most vituperative character against their
adversaries, who on their side replied with corresponding
bitterness. Napoleon imposed silence on the litigants, pro-
hibited attendance at lodges, promised that he himself
would appoint a Grand Master, and advised his cousin to
undertake a long voyage to the United States. Deprived
of the right of electing its own chief, the autonomy of
Freemasonry became an illusion, its programme useless,
and its mystery a farce. In the meanwhile, the quarrels
of the partisans of the different candidates calmed down;
Prince Napoleon returned from America; Murat resigned
himself to this defeat, as to others, and the Emperor forgot
all about Freemasonry. At last, in January 1862, there
appeared a decree appointing Marshal Magnan to be
Grand Master. A Marshal! The nephew, in this instance,
as in many others, had taken a leaf out of his uncle’s
book.

453. Jesuitical Mancuvres.—Napoleonic Freemasonry, not
entirely to lose its peculiar physiognomy, ventured to change
its institutions. Jesuitism cast loving eyes on it, and drew
it towards itself, as in the days of the Strict Observance.
Murat threw out his net, but was removed just when it
was most important for the interests of the Jesuits that
he should have remained. He proposed to transform the
French lodges—of which, in 1852, there were 325, whilst
in 1861 only 269 could be found—into societies of mutual
succour, and to abandon or submit the higher masonic
sphere of morality and humanity to the society, which in
these last sixty years has already overcome and incorporated
the whole Roman clergy, once its rivals, and by oblique
paths also many of the conservative sects of other creeds.
Murat did not succeed, but others may; and though the
Masons say that Jesuitism shall not succeed, yet, how is
Freemasonry, that professes to meddle neither with politics
nor religion, to counteract the political and religious machi-
nations of the Jesuits? And even if Freemasonry had the
same weapons, are there men among the Order able to wield

gE—
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them with the ability and fearlessness that distinguish the
followers of Loyola? I fear not.

Besides, the Masons, though they talk loudly of fraternisa-
tion and equality, when driven at bay become the stanchest
conservatives, wherefore the International at Lyons, in the
year 1870, solemnly excommunicated Freemasonry, and in
1880 exacted from every candidate for admission to the
society a declaration that he was not a Mason.



XX

FREEMASONRY IN ITALY

454. Whimsical Masonic Societics.— We have but few
notices of the early state of Freemasonry in Italy. We
are told that in 1512 there was founded at Florence a society
under the name of “The Trowel,” composed of learned and
literary men, who indulged in all kinds of whimsical freaks,
and who may have served as prototypes to the Order of “The
Monks of the Screw,” established towards the end of the last
century in Ireland. Thus at one time they would meet in
the lodge, dressed as masons and labourers, and begin to
erect an edifice with trays full of macaroni and cheese, using
spices and bonbons for mortar, and rolls and cakes for
stones, and building up the whole with all kinds of comes-
tibles. And thus they went on until a pretended rain put
an end to their labours. At another time it was Ceres, who,
in search of Proserpine, invited the Brethren of the Trowel
to accompany her to the infernal regions. They followed
her through the mouth of a serpent into a dark room, and
on Pluto inviting them to the feast, lights appeared, and the
table was seen to be covered with black, whilst the dishes
on it were foul and obscene animals, and bones of dead
men, served by devils carrying shovels. Finally all this
vanished, and a choice banquet followed. This Society of
the Trowel was in existence in 1737. The clergy endea-
voured to suppress it, and would no doubt have succeeded,
but for the accession of Francis, Duke of Tuscany, who had
been initiated in Holland, and who set free all the Freemasons
that had been incarcerated, and protected the Order. But
the remembrance of that persecution is preserved in the
rituals, and in the degree of ‘“Magus,” the costume is that
of the Holy Office, as other degrees commemorate the inquisi-
tors of Portugal and Spain.

455. Illuminati in Italy.—The sect of the Illuminati, of
whom Count Filippo Strozzi was a warm partisan, soon after
gpread through Italy, as well as another Order, affiliated with
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the Illuminati, mystical and alchymistical, and in opposition
to the Rosicrucians, called the ¢ Initiated Brethren of Asia,”
which had been founded at Vienna. It only accepted can-
didates who had passed through the first three degrees of
the York rite. Like Egyptian Masonry, it worshipped the
Tetragrammaton, and combined the deepest and most philo-
sophical ideas with the most curious superstitions.

456. Freemasonry at Naples.—In the kingdom of Naples
the Masons amounted to many thousands. An edict of
Charles III. (1751), and another of Ferdinand IV. (1759),
closed the lodges, but in a short time the edicts became
a dead letter, and in vain did the minister, Tanucci, hostile
to the institution, seek to revive them. The incident of a
neophyte dying a few days after his initiation gave a pretext
for fresh persecution. The Masons, assembled at a banquet,
were arrested; and in vain did Lévy, a lawyer, undertake their
defence. He was expelled the kingdom ; his book in favour
of the Order was publicly burnt by the executioner. But
Queen Caroline, having dismissed Tanucci, again sanctioned
masonic meetings, for which she received the thanks of the
‘Grand Orient of France. It would seem, however, that in a
very few years Freemasonry again had to hide its head, for
in 1767 we hear of it as a ‘“secret” society, whose existence
has just been discovered. The document which records this
discovery puts the number of Freemasons at 64,000, which
probably is an exaggeration ; still, among so excitable a popu-
lation as that of Southern Italy, secret societies at all times
found plenty of proselytes.

457. Details of Document.—The document referred to says :
At last the great mine of the Freemasons of Naples is dis-
covered, of whom the name, but not the secret, was known.
‘Two circumstances are alleged by which the discovery was
brought about: a dying man revealed all to his confessor,
that he should inform the king thereof; a knight, who had
been kept in great state by the society, having had his pen-
sion withheld, betrayed the Grand Master of the Order to the
king. This Grand Master was the Duke of San Severo.
The king secretly sent a confidential officer with three dra-
goons to the duke’s mansion, with orders to seize him before
he had time to speak to any one, and bring him to the palace.
The order was carried out; but a few minutes after a fire
broke out in the duke’s mansion, destroying his library, the
real object being, as is supposed, to burn all writings having
reference to Freemasonry. The fire was extinguished, and
the house guarded by troops. The duke having been brought
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before the king, openly declared the objects, systems, seals,
government, and possessions of the Order. He was sent back
to his palace, and there guarded by troops, lest he should be
killed by his former colleagues. Freemasons have also been
discovered at Florence, and the Pope and the Emperor have
sent thither twenty-four theologians to put a stop to the dis-
order. The king acts with the greatest mercy towards all
implicated, to avoid the great dangers that might ensue from
a contrary course. He has also appointed four persons of
great standing to use the best means to destroy so abominable:
a sect; and has given notice to all the other sovereigns of
Europe of his discovery, and the abominable maxims of the
sect, calling upon them to assist in its suppression, which it
will be folly in them to refuse to do. For the Order does not
count its members by thousands, but by millions, especially
among Jews and Protestants. Their frightful maxims are
only known to the members of the fifth, sixth, and seventh
lodges, while those of the first three know nothing, and
those of the fourth act without knowing, what they do.
They derive their origin from England, and the founder of
the sect was that infamous Cromwell, first bishop, and then
lover of Anne Boleyn, and then beheaded for his crimes,
called in his day “the scourge of rulers.” He left the Order
an annual income of £10,000 sterling. It is divided into-
seven lodges: the members of the seventh are called Assessorsy
of the sixth, Grand Masters; of the fifth, Architects; of the
fourth, Executors (here the secret ends); of the third,
Ruricori (!); of the second and first, Novices and Proselytes.
Their infamous idea is based on the allegory of the temple of
Solomon, considered in its first splendour, and then overthrown
by the tyranny of the Assyrians, and finally restored—there-
by to signify the liberty of man after the creation of the world,.
the tyranny of the priesthood, kings, and laws, and the re-
establishment of that liberty. Then follow twelve maxims
in which these opinions and aims are more fully expounded,
from which it appears that they were not very different from
those of all other republican and advanced politicians.

458. PFreemasonry at Venice.—The Freemasons were at
first tolerated at Venice, but in 1686 the government sud-
denly took the alarm, and ordered the closing of all lodges, and.
banished the members; but the decree was very leniently
executed, and a lodge of nobles having refused to obey,
the magistrates entered it at a time when they knew no:
one to be there. The furniture, ornaments, and jewels were:
carried out and publicly burnt or dispersed, but none of the
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brethren were in any way molested. A lodge was re-estab-
lished afterwards, which was discovered in 1785, when all its
contents were again burnt or otherwise destroyed. From the
ritnal, which was found among the other effects, it appears
that the candidate for initiation was led, his eyes being
bandaged, from street to street, or canal to canal, so as to
prevent his tracing the locality, to the Rio Marino, where
he was first conducted into a room hung with black, and
illumined by a single light; there he was clothed in a long
garment like a winding sheet, but black; he put on a cap
something like a turban, and his hair was drawn over his
face, and in this elegant figure he was placed before a
looking-glass, covered with a black curtain, under which
were written the words, ‘If thou hast true courage, and
an honest desire to enter into the Order, draw aside the
curtain, and learn to know thyself.” He might then remove
the bandage and look at himself. He was then again blind-
folded, and placed in the middle of the room, while thirty
or forty members entered and began to fight with swords.
This was to try the candidate’s courage, who was himself
slightly wounded. The bandage was once more removed,
and the wound dressed. Then it was replaced, and the
candidate taken to a second apartment, hung with black and
white, and having in the middle a bed covered with a black
cloth, on the centre of which was a white cross, whilst
on either side was represented a white skeleton. The can-
didate was laid on the bed, the bandage being removed,
and he was there left with two tapers, the one white, the
other yellow. After having been left there for some time,
the brethren entered in a boisterous manner, beating dis-
cordant drums. The candidate was to show no sign of
trepidation amidst all these elaborate ceremonies; and then
the members embraced him as a brother, and gave him
the name by which he was henceforth to be known in the
society.

459. Abatement under Napoleon.—During the reign of
Napoleon I., numerous lodges were founded throughout
Italy ; and it cannot be denied by the greatest friends of the
Order, that during that period Freemasonry cut a most pitiful
figure. For a society that always boasted of its independence
of, and superiority to,all other earthly governments,to forward
addresses such as the following to Napoleon, seems something
like self-abasement and self-stultification :— O Napoleon !
thy philosophy gunarantees the toleration of our natural and
divine religion. We render thee honour worthy of thee for it,
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and thou shalt find ip us nothing but faithful subjects, ever
devoted to thy august person!”

460. The Freemasonry of the Present in Italy.—Very little
need, or can, be said as regards the active proceedings of
Italian masonic lodges of the present day, though they have
been reconstituted and united under one or two heads. But
their programme deserves attention, as pointing out those
reforms, needed not only in Italy, but everywhere where
Freemasonry exists. The declared object, then, of Italian
Freemasonry is, the highest development of universal philan-
thropy; the independence and unity of single nations, and
fraternity among each other; the toleration of every religion,
and absolute equality of worship; the moral and material
progress of the masses. It moreover declares itself indepen-
dent of every government, affirming that Italian Freemasonry
will not recognise any other sovereign power on earth but
right reason and universal conscience. It further declares
—and this deserves particular attention—that Freemasonry
is not to consist in a mysterious symbolism, vain ceremonies,
or indefinite aspirations, which cover the Order with ridicule.
Again, Masonry being universal, essentially human, it does
not occupy itself with forms of government, nor with transi-
tory questions, but with such as are permanent and general.
In social reforms abstract theories, founded on mystical
aspiratians, are to be avoided. The duty of labour being
the most essential in civil society, Freemasonry is opposed
to idleness. Religious questions are beyond the pale of Free-
masonry. Human conscience is in itself inviolable ; it has no
concern with any positive religion, but represents religion
itself in its essence. Devoted to the principle of fraternity,
it preaches universal toleration; comprehends in its ritual
many of the symbols of various religions, as in its syncretism
it chooses the purest truths. Its creed consists in the worship
of the Divine, whose highest conception, withdrawn from
every priestly speculation, is that of the Great Architect of
the Universe; and in faith in humanity, the sole interpreter
of the Divine in the world. As to extrinsic modes of wor-
ship, Freemasonry neither imposes nor recommends any,
leaving to every one his free choice, until the day, perhaps
not far distant, when all men will be capable of worshipping
the Infinite in spirit and in truth, without intermediaries
and outward forms. And whilst man in his secret relations
to the Infinite fecundates the religious thought, he in his
relations to the Universe fecundates the scientific thought.
Science is truth, and the most ancient cultus of Freemasonry.
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In determining the relations of the individual to his
equals, Freemasonry does not restrict itself to recommending
to do unto others what we wish others would do unto us;
but inculcates to do good, oppose evil, and not to submit to
injustice in whatsoever form it presents itself. Freemasonry
looks forward to the day when the iron plates of the Monitor
and the Merrimac will be beaten into steam-ploughs; when
man, redeemed by liberty and science, shall enjoy the pure
pleasures of intelligence; when peace, fertilised by the
wealth and strength now devoted to war, shall bring forth
the most beautiful fruit of the tree of life.

461. Reform needed.—Greatly, therefore, is the academic
puerility of rites to be regretted, which drags back into
the past an institution that ought to launch forward into
the future. It is self-evident that Freemasonry in this state
cannot last, that a reform is necessary; and as De Castro,
from whom the above is taken, thinks that it would be an
honour to Italy to be the leader in such a reform, it would
be an honour to any country that initiated it. Masonry
ought not to be an ambulance, but a vanguard. It is em-
barrassed by its excessive baggage, its superfluous symbols.
Guarding secrets universally known, it cannot entertain
secrets of greater account. Believing itself to be the sole.
depositary of widely-spread truths, it deprives itself and the
world of other truths. In this perplexity and alternative of’
committing suicide or being born anew, what will Masonry
decide on ?



XXI
CAGLIOSTRO AND EGYPTIAN MASONRY

462. Life of Cagliostro.—Joseph Balsamo, the disciple
and successor of St. Germain, who pretended at the Court
of Louis XV. to have been the contemporary of Charles V.,
Francis L., and Christ, and to possess the elixir of life and
many other secrets, had vaster designs and a loftier ambition
than his teacher, and was one of the most active agents of
Freemasonry in France and the rest of Europe. He was born
at Palermoin 1743, and educated at two conventsin that city,
where he acquired some chemical knowledge. As a young
man, he fell in with an Armenian, or Greek, or Spaniard,
called Althotas, a kind of adventurer, who professed to
possess the philosopher’s stone, with whom he led a roving
life for a nnmber of years. What became of Althotas
at last is not positively known. Balsamo at last found
his way to Rome, where he married the beautiful Lorenza
Feliciani, whom he treated so badly, that she escaped from
him ; but he recovered her, and acquired great influence
over her by magnetically operating upon her. There is no
doubt that he was a powerful magnetiser. Visiting Germany,
he was initiated into Freemasonry, in which he soon began
to take a prominent part. He also assumed different titles,
such as that of Marquis of Pellegrini, but the one he is best
known by is that of Count Cagliostro; and by his astuteness,
impudence, and some lucky hits at prophesying, he acquired
a European notoriety and made many dupes, including
persons of the highest rank, especially in France, where he
founded many new masonic lodges. He was the author of
a book called “The Rite of Egyptian Masonry,” which rite
he established first in Courland, and afterwards in Germany,
France, and England. After having been banished from
France, in consequence of his implication in the affair of the
queen’s necklace, and driven from England by his creditors,
he was induced by his wife, who was weary of her wander-

ing life, and anxious once more to see her relations, to visit
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Rome, where he was arrested on the charge of attempting
to found a masonic lodge, against which a papal bull had
recently been promulgated, and thrown into the Castle of St.
Angelo, in 1789. He was condemned to death, but the
punishment was commuted to perpetual imprisonment. His
wife was shut up in a convent, and died soon after. Having
been transferred to the Castle of San Leo, he attempted to
strangle the monk sent to confess him, in the hope of escap-
ing in his gown ; but the attempt failed, and it is supposed
that he died, a prisoner, in 1795.

463. The Egyptian Rite—The Egyptian rite invented by
Cagliostro is a mixture of the sacred and profane, of the
serious and laughable. Having discovered a MS. of George
Cofton, in which was propounded a singular scheme for
the reform of Freemasonry in an alchymistic and fantastic
sense, Cagliostro founded thereon the bases of his masonic
system, taking advantage of human credulity, enriching
himself, and at the same time seconding the action of other
secret, societies. He gave his dupes to understand that the
scope of Egyptian Masonry was to conduct men to perfection
by means of physical and moral regeneration ; asserting that
the former was infallible through the prima materio and
the philosopher’s stone, which assured to man the strength
of youth and immortality, and that the second was to be
achieved by the discovery of a pentagon that would restore
man to his primitive innocence. This rite indeed is a tissue
of fatuities it would not be worth while to allude to, did it
not offer matter for study to the philosopher and moralist.
Cagliostro pretended that the rite had been first founded
by Enoch, remodelled by Elias, and finally restored by the
Grand Copt. Both men and women were admitted into
the lodges, though the ceremonies for each were slightly
different, and the lodges for their reception entirely distinct.
In the reception of women, among other formalities there
was that of breathing into the face of the neophyte, saying,
1 breathe upon you this breath to cause to germinate in
you and grow in your heart the truth we possess; I breathe
1t into you to strengthen in you good intentions, and to
confirm you in the faith of your brothers and sisters. We
constitute you a legitimate daughter of true Egyptian adop-
tion and of this worshipful lodge.” One of the lodges was
called ¢ Sinai,” where the most secret rites were performed ;
another ¢ Ararat,” to symbolise the rest reserved for Masons
only. Concerning the pentagon, Cagliostro taught that it
would be given to the masters after forty days of inter-
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course with the seven primitive angels, and that its pos-
sessors would enjoy a physical regeneration for 5557 years,
after which they would through gentle sleep pass into
heaven. The pentagon had as much success with the upper
ten thousand of London, Paris, and St. Petersburg, as the
philosopher’s stone ever enjoyed ; and large sums were given
for a few grains of the rejuvenating prima materia.

464. Cagliostro’s Hydromancy.—DBut beside masonic de-
lusions, Cagliostro made use of the then little understood
wonders of magnetism to attract adherents; and as many
persons are seduced by the wine-cup, so he made dupes of
many by means of the water-bottle, which device, as might
be shown, was very ancient, and consisted in divination by
hydromancy. A child, generally a little girl, and called
the Dove, was made to look into a bottle of water, and see
therein events, past, present, and to come ; and as Cagliostro
was really a man of observation, he made many shrewd
guesses as to the future, and sometimes fortune favoured
him—as in the case of Schripfer (280, 437), one of the leaders
of the Illuminati, who refused to join the Egyptian rite ; the
little girl declared that in less than a month Schropfer would
be punished. Now it so happened that within that period
Schropfer committed suicide, which of course gave an im-
mense lift- to Cagliostro and his bottle. In this respect
indeed Cagliostro was a forerunner of our modern spiri-
tualists ; and as he did not keep his occult power a secret
from all, but freely communicated it, magical practices were
thus introduced into the lodges, which brought discredit
on the institution. And all this occurred at the period of
the Encyclopedists, and on the eve of mighty events !

465. Lodges founded by Cagliostro.—He founded the first
lodge, gorgeously fitted up, at Paris in a private house, and
another one in his own house. A third was founded at
Lyons, for which a special grand building was erected. It
was declared the Mother Lodge, and called ‘Triumphant
Wisdom.” Its patent ran thus:

“ Honour, Wisdom,
Union,
Beneficence, Comfort.

“We Grand Copt, in all eastern and western parts of
Europe, Founder and Grand Master of Egyptian Masonry,
make known to All, who may read this, that during our stay
at Lyons many members of the Lodge of the Orient and
Ordinary Rite, which has adopted the distinguishing title of
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¢ Wisdom,” have expressed their ardent wish to place them-
selves under our rule, to be enlightened in true Masonry.
We are pleased to accede to their wish,” &c.

Lodges also were founded at Strasburg, a ladies’ lodge
at The Hague, another at Roveredo, another at Mitau, and
a very grand one near Basle, in a sumptuous temple, erected
for the purpose. The good citizens of Basle always ap-
proached it with feelings of awe, because they imagined
Cagliostro destined it to be his tomb.

VOL. 1T, F



XXII
ADOPTIVE MASONRY

466. Historical Notice—According to one of the funda-
mental laws of Masonry—and a rule prevailing in the greater
mysteries of antiquity—women cannot be received into the
Order. Women cannot keep secrets, at least so Milton says,
through the mouth of Dalila—

“ Granting, as I do, it was a weakness
In me, but incident to all our sex,
Curiosity, inquisitive, importune
Of secrets ; then with like infirmity
To publish them ; both common female faults.”

But we have already seen that Cagliostro admitted women
to the Egyptian rite; and when at the beginning of the
eighteenth century several associations sprang up in France,
which in their external aspect resembled Freemasonry, but
did not exclude women, the ladies naturally were loud in
their praise of such institutions, so that the masonic brother~
hood, seeing it was becoming unpopular, had recourse to the
stratagem of establishing ‘“adoptive ” lodges of women, so
called because every such lodge had finally to be adopted by
some regular masonic lodge. The Grand Orient of France
framed laws for their government, and the first lodge of
adoption was opened in Paris in 1775, in which the Duchess
of Bourbon presided, and was initiated as Grand Mistress of
the rite. The Revolution checked the progress of this rite,
but it was revived in 18035, when the Empress Josephine
presided over the “ Loge Impériale d’Adoption des Francs-
Chevaliers ” at Strasburg. Similar lodges spread over Europe,
Great Britain excepted ; but they soon declined, and are at
present confined to the place of their origin.

467. Organisation.—The rite consists of the same degrees
as those of genuine Masonry. Every sister, being a digni-
tary, has beside her a masonic brother holding the corre-

sponding rank. Hence the officers are a Grand Master and
82
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a Grand Mistress, an Inspector and an Inspectress, a Depositor
and a Depositrix, a Conductor and a Conductress. The
business of the lodge is conducted by the sisterhood, the
brethren only acting as their assistants; but the Grand
Mistress has very little to say or to do, she being only an
honorary companion to the Grand Master. The first, or
apprentice’s, degree is only introductory ; in the second, or
companion, the scene of the temptation in Eden is emblemati-
cally represented ; the building of the tower of Babel is the
subject of the mistress’s degree; and in the fourth, or that
of perfect mistress, the officers represent Moses, Aaron, and
their wives, and the ceremonies refer to the passage of the
Israelites through the wilderness, as a symbol of the passage
of men and women through this to another and better life.
The lodge-room is tastefully decorated, and divided by cur-
tains into four compartments, each representing one of the
four quarters of the globe, the eastern, or farthermost, repre-
senting Asia, where there are two splendid thrones, decorated
with gold fringe, for the Grand Master and the Grand Mis-
tress. The members sit on each side in straight lines, the
sisters in front and the brothers behind them, the latter
having swords in their hands. All this pretty playing at
Masonry is naturally followed by a banquet, and on many
occasions by a ball. At the banquets the members use a
symbolical language ; thus the lodge-room is called *“ Eden,”
the doors ‘“barriers,” a glass is called a “lamp,” water
““white oil,” wine “red oil”; to fill your glass is “to trim
your lamp,” &e.

468. Jesuit Degrees.—The Jesuits, qui vont fourrer leur
nez partout, soon poked it into Adoptive Masonry—for to
get hold of the women is to get hold of the better half of
mankind-—and founded new lodges, or modified existing
ones of that rite to further their own purposes. Thus it is
that a truly monkish asceticism was introduced into some of
them, by the Jesuits divided into ten degrees; and we find
such passages in the catechism as these: ¢ Are youn prepared,
sister, to sacrifice life for the good of the catholic, apostolic
Roman Church ?” The tenth or last degree was called the
“ Princess of the Crown,” and a great portion of the ritual
treats of the Queen of Sheba. This rite was established in
Saxony in 1779.!

1 For another adoptive order, the “ Heroine of Jericho,” see Miscellaneous
Societies, Book XIV., § 701.
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ANDROGYNOUS MASONRY

469. Origin and Tendency.—Gallantry already makes its
appearance in Adoptive Masonry ; and this gallantry, which
for so many ages was the study of France, and was there
reduced to an ingenious art, manufactured on its own account
rites and degrees that were masonic in name only. Politics
were dethroned by amorous intrigues ; and the enumerators
of great effects sprung from trifling causes might in this
chapter of history find proofs of what a superficial and acci-
dental thing politics are, when not governed by motives of
high morality, nor watched by the incorruptible national
conscience. And Androgynous Masonry did not always
confine itself to an interchange of compliments and the
pursuit of pleasure ; still, as a rule, its lodges for the initia-
tion of males and females—defended by some of their advo-
cates as founded on Exod. xxxviii. 8—are a whimsical form
of that court life which in France and Italy had its poets
and romancers; and which rose to such a degree of impu-
dence and scandal as to outrage the modesty of citizens and
popular virtue. It is a page of that history of princely
corruption, which the French people at first read of with
laughter, then with astonishment, finally with indignation ;
and which inspired it with those feelings which at last found
their vent in the excesses of the great Revolution. Every
Revolution is a puritanical movement, and the simple and
neglected virtue of the lowly-born avenges itself upon the
pompous vices of their superiors.

470. Earliest Androgynous Societies.—Some of these were
founded in France and elsewhere by an idle, daring, and
conquering soldiery. . As their type we may take the Order
of the “Knights and Ladies of Joy,” founded with extra-
ordinary sucgess at Paris in 1696, under the protection of
Bacchus and Venus, and whose printed statutes are still in
existence; and that of the * Ladies of St. John of Jern-

salem,” and the ‘Ladies of St. James of the Sword and
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Calatrava.” They, as it were, served as models to the
canonesses, who, till the end of the last century, brought
courtly pomp and mundane pleasures into the very cloisters
of France, and compelled austere moralists to excuse it by
saying that it was dans le godit de la nation.

471. Other Androgynous Societies.—In the Order of the
“ Companions of Penelope, or the Palladium of Ladies,”
whose statutes are said to have been drawn up by Fénélon
(with how much truth is easily imagined), the trials consist
in showing the candidate that work is the palladium of
women ; whence we may assume the pursuits of this society
to have been very different from the equivocal occupations
of other Orders. The Order of the “ Mopses” owed its origin
to a religious scruple. Pope Clement XII. having issued, in
1738, a Bull condemning Freemasonry, Clement Augustus,
Duke of Bavaria and Elector of Cologne, instituted, under
the above name (derived from the German word Mops, a
young mastiff, the symbol of fidelity), what was pretended to
be a new society, but what was, in fact, only Freemasonry
under another name. Immediately after their establishment
the Mopses became an androgynous order, admitting females
to all the offices except that of Grand Master, which was
for life; but there was a Grand Mistress, elected every six
months. Their ceremonies were grotesque. The candidate
for admission did not knock, but scratch at the door, and,
being purposely kept waiting, barked like a dog. On being
admitted into the lodge he had a collar round his neck, to
which a chain was attached. He was blindfolded, and led
nine times round the room, while the Mopses present made
as great a din as possible with sticks, swords, chains, shovels,
and dismal howlings. He was then questioned as to his
intentions, and having replied that he desired to become a
Mops, was asked by the master whether he was prepared to
kiss the most ignoble part of that animal. Of course this
raised the candidate’s anger; but in spite of his resistance,
the model of a dog, made of wax, wood, or some other
material, was pushed against his face. Having taken the
oath, he had his eyes unbandaged, and was taught the signs,
which were all of a ludicrous description. In 1777 there
was established in Denmark the androgynous order of
the “Society of the Chain,” to which belongs the honour
of having founded, and of maintaining at its own expense,
the Asylum for the Blind at Copenhagen, the largest and
best managed of similar institutions in Europe. The Order
of “ Perseverance,” the date of whose foundation is un-
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known, but which existed in Paris in 1777, and was sup-
ported by the most distinguished persons, had a laudable
custom, which might be imitated by other societies, viz., to
inscribe in a book, one of which is still extant, the praise-
worthy actions of the male and female members of the asso-
ciation. But one of the most deserving masonic androgynous
institutions was that of the ““ Sovereign Chapter of the Scotch
Ladies of France,” founded in 1810, and divided into lesser
and greater mysteries, and whose instructions aimed chiefly
at leading the neophyte back to the occupations to which
the state of society called him or her. To provide food and
work for those wanting either, to afford them advice and
help, and save them from the cruel alternative of crime—
such was the scope of this society, which lasted till the year
1828. The fashion of androgynous lodges was revived in
Spain in 1877. From the Chaine d’Union, a masonic pub-
lication, we learn that several such lodges were formed about
that date, receiving ladies of the highest rank. Thus the
Countess Julia A , belonging by birth to the Austrian-
Hungarian nobility, and by her connections to Spain, was
initiated into the lodge Fraternitad Iberica on the 14th June
1880; and the Grand Orient of Spain initiated ladies into all
the mysteries of masonry, just as ¢f they were men.

472. Various other Androgynous Societies.—The Society of
the “Wood-store of the Globe and Glory ” was founded in
1747 by the Chevalier de Beauchéne, a lively boon companion,
who was generally to be found at an inn, where for very little
money he conferred all the masonic degrees of that time ;
a man whose worship would have shone by the great tun of
Heidelberg, or at the drinking bouts of German students.
The Wood-store was supposed to be in a forest, and the
meetings, which were much in vogue, took place in a garden
outside Paris, called “ New France,” where assembled lords
and clowns, ladies and grisettes, indulging in the easy cos-
tumes and manners of the country. Towards the middle of
the eighteenth century, there was established in Brittany
the Order of the ¢ Defoliators.”

In the Order of “Felicity,” instituted in Paris in 1742,
and divided into the four degrees of midshipman, captain,
chief of a squadron, and vice-admiral, the emblems and terms
were nautical: sailors were its founders, and it excited so
much attention, that in 1746 a satire, entitled, ‘“ The Means
of reaching the highest Rank in the Navy without getting
Wet,” was published against it. Its field of action was
the field of love. A Grand Orient was called the offing, the

prp—
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lodge the squadron, and the sisters performed the fictitious
voyage to the island of Felicity sous la voile des fréres et
pilotdes par eux; and the candidate promised “mnever to
receive a foreign ship into her port as long as a ship of the
Order was anchored there.”

The Order of the “ Lovers of Pleasure” was a military
institution, a pale revival of the ceremonies of chivalry and
the courts of love, improvised in the French camp in Galicia.
From the discourse of one of the orators we select the
following passage : “ Our scope is to embellish our existence,
always taking for our guide the words, ‘Honour, Joy, and
Delicacy.” Our scope, moreover, is to be faithful to our
country and the august sovereign who fills the universe with
his glorious name, to serve a cause which ought to be grateful
to every gentle soul, that of protecting youth and innocence,
and of establishing between the ladies and ourselves an
eternal alliance, cemented by the purest friendship.” This
society, it is said, was much favoured by Napoleon I., and
hence we may infer that its aim was not purely pleasure 3
at all events, it is remarkable that a society, having masomc
rites, should have given its services to the “august sovereign”
who had just withdrawn his support from genuine Free-
masonry.

473. Knights and Nymphs of the Rose—This Order was
founded in Paris in 1778 by Chaumont, private secretary to
Louis- Philippe d’Orléans, to please that prince. The chief
lodge was held in one of the famous petites maisons of that
epoch. The great lords had lodges in their own houses.
The Hierophant, assisted by a deacon called ¢ Sentiment,”
initiated the men, and the Grand Priestess, assisted by the
deaconess called “ Discretion,” initiated the women. The
age of admission for knights was “the age to love,” that
of ladies “the age to please and to be loved.” Love and
mystery were the programme of the Order; the lodge was
called the Temple of Love, which was beautifully adorned
with garlands of flowers and amorous emblems and devices.
The knights wore a crown of myrtle, the nymphs a crown of
roses. During the time of initiation a dark lantern, held by
the nymph of Discretion, shed a dim light, but afterwards
the lodge was illuminated with numerous wax candles. The
aspirants, laden with chains, to symbolise the prejudices that
kept them prisoners, were asked, “ What seek you here?”
to which they replied, ““ Happiness.” They were then ques-
tioned as to their private opinion and conduct in matters of
gallantry, and made twice to traverse the lodge over a path
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covered with love-knots, whereupon the iron chains were
taken off, and garlands of flowers, called *“chains of love,”
substituted. The candidates were then conducted to the
altar, where they took the oath of secrecy; and thence to
the mysterious groves in the neighbourhood of the Temple
of Love, where incense was offered up to Venus and her son.
If it was a knight who had been initiated, he exchanged his
crown of myrtle for the rose of the last initiated nymph;
and if a nymph, she exchanged her rose for the myrtle crown
of Brother Sentiment. The horrors of the Revolution scat-
tered these knights and nymphs, who, like thoughtless chil-
dren, were playing on a volcano.

474. German Ovrder of the Rose.—Another order of the
Rose was founded in Germany in 1784 by one Irancis
Matthaus Grossinger, who ennobled himself by assuming
the title of Francis Rudolph von Grossing. He was born
in 1752 at Komorn, in Hungary; his father was a butcher,
his mother the daughter of a tanner. Grossing was a Jesuit,
but on the suppression of the Order he led a wandering life,
and eventually reached Vienna, where he obtained the pro-
tection of the father confessor of the empress, who in 1777
granted him a pension of six hundred florins, which, however,
he lost by her death. He then lived by all kinds of swindling,
and finally founded a philanthropic order, which, after the
name of the supposititious grand mistress, the Lady of Rosen-
wald, he called the “ Order of the Rose” He was very
successful at Halle, where he lived, in initiating dupes, on
whose contributions he lived in great style. When he be-
came too notorious at Halle he transmigrated to Berlin,
where he continued his expensive style of living, got into
debt, was arrested, but made his escape, after having swindled
the Berliners out of twenty thousand dollars.

475. Pretended Objects: of the Order.—The Order professed
to pursue the loftiest philosophic and educational objects.
None but men and women endowed with noble souls were
to be admitted, and no member was to reveal the name of
any other member, nor what was discussed in the lodges,
to outsiders. Masonry was the model for the Order of the
Rose, the latter adopting all the good, and rejecting all the
bad of the former. The ribbon of the Order consisted of
pink silk, both ends terminating in three points; it was
marked with a rose, and the name of the member, with the
date of his or her reception. Under this was a large seal,
displaying a rose, surrounded by a wreath of the same
flowers ; the ribbon was further adorned with a kind of
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silhouette, supposed to represent the Lady of Rosenwald,
so indistinct and blurred, as to look more like a blot than a
portrait. Members also were furnished with a small ticket,
giving the explanation of certain terms used by Grossing in
his ““ Rules and Regulations ”; thus Freemasons were called
“ Gamblers ”; Jesuits, ““Foxes”; Illuminati, “ Wasps”;
Ghost-seers, < Gnats,” &c. The “ Rules” were called “ A
Shell or Case for Thorns”; members, to recognise each
other, would say, * Thorns,” to which the other would
reply, ¢ Forest,” after which each would produce his ribbon
and ticket. In 1786 the Order counted about one hundred
and twenty members, but having no innate vitality, being, in
fact, but a company of triflers, many of them withdrew on
finding the whole Order but a scheme of Grossing to put
money into his pocket, and so it was swept away into the
limbus of fashionable follies.

476. Order of Harmony—The Order of the Rose having
collapsed, Grossing in 1788 founded, under a fictitious name,
the  Order of Harmony.” He published a book alleged to
be translated from the English, and entitled, “ Harmony, or a
Scheme for the Better Education of the Female Sex,” and
wrote in the Preface, ¢ This ¢ Harmony’ is not to be con-
founded with that Chdfeaw en Espagne, with which the
founder of the Order of the Rose for some years deluded
the ladies of Germany.” The Order of Harmony was said to
have been founded by Seth, the third son of Adam, to
have reckoned among its members Moses and Christ, and to
be the refuge of persecuted humanity and innocence. The
founder abused princes and priests, proposed the establish-
ment of convents, in which ladies were to take the vows of
chastity, obedience, and poverty, but only for a year at a time;
a bank was also to be founded in connection with them.
And the writer finally proposed that a monument should
be erected to the promoter of the Order as a benefactor of
mankind! When Grossing was arrested in 1788 at Rotenburg
(Prussia), for all kinds of swindling transactions, a number
of diplomas were found among his papers, with the names of
ladies who were to be admitted to the Order filled in. But
the interference of the vulgar police brushed the bloom of
romance off the scheme, and the Order of Harmony perished,
a still-born babe! Grossmg, however, managed to effect his
escape, by making his guards drunk; what became of him
afterwards is not on record.

- 477. Mason’s Daughter—This is an androgynous degree
invented in the Western States of America, and given to



90 SECRET SOCIETIES

master masons, their wives, and unmarried sisters and
daughters. It refers to circumstances recorded in chapters
xi. and xii. of St. John’s Gospel. In these women’s lodges
the banqueting hall is divided into Hast, West, South, and
North sides (the four walls); the grand mistress sits in the
Kast; the temple or lodge is called Kden; the doors are
called barriers, the glasses, lamps, the wine is called red oil ;
to put oil in the lamps is to fill the glasses, to extinguish the
lamp is to drink the wine, to “fire!” is to drink. The sign
is to place the hands on the breast, so that the right lies on
the left, and the two thumbs joining form a triangle. The
word is ““ Eve,” repeated five times. Gentlemen are allowed
to be present. As the reader will have observed, the degree
is an imitation of the Loge Impériale d’Adoption des Francs-
Chevaliers, described in § 466.




XXIV

SCHISMATIC RITES AND SECTS

478. Schismatic Rites and Sects.—The pretended derivation
of Freemasonry from the Knights Templars has already been
referred to ; but Masonry, the system, not the name, existed
before the Order of the Temple, and the Templars them-
selves had masonic rites and degrees three hundred years
before their downfall. Those who, however, maintain the
above view say that the three assassins symbolise the three
betrayers of the Order, and Hiram the Grand Master Molay ;
and according to the ritual of the Grand Lodge of the Three
Globes, a German degree, the lights around the coffin signify
the flames of the pile on which Molay was burnt. To the
Rosicrucians and to certain German lodges Hiram is Christ,
and the three assassins, Judas that betrays, Peter that denies
Him, and Thomas that disbelieves His resurrection. The
ancient Scotch rite had its origin in other false accounts of
the rise of the Order. In the last century schisms without
number arose in the masonic body. It would be impossible
in a work like this to give particulars of all ; we have already
done so of several; a few more may be briefly referred to.
The Moravian Brothers of the Order of Religious Free-
masons, or Order of the ¢ Mustard Seed,” was a German
rite founded, circa 1712, by Count Zinzendorf, the same who
afterwards invented the rite already described in § 438.
Some authorities assert this Order of the ¢ Mustard-Seed”
to have originated in England in 1708, and thence to
have spread to Holland and Germany, and to have been
adopted by Zinzendorf, circa 1712-14, when he was a student
at Halle. The mysteries were founded on the passage in
St. Mark iv. 30-32, in which Christ compares the king-
dom of heaven to a grain of mustard-seed. The brethren
recognised each other by a ring inseribed with the words :
“No one of us lives for himself.” The jewel was a cross

of gold, surmounted by a mustard-plant with the words:
9r
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““What was it before ? Nothing.” The members met every
year in the chapel of the Castle of Gnadenstadt, and also
kept the 15th March and 16th April as holy days.
Nearly all the degrees of the Scotch rite are schismatic.
In like manner, all the English and American orders of
chivalry, and their conclaves and encampments, are parodies
of ancient chivalry.

In 1758, Lacorne, a dancing-master, and Pirlet, a tailor,
invented the degree of the ‘“ Council of the Emperors of
the East and West,” whose members assumed the titles of
“ Sovereign Prince Masons, Substitutes General of the Royal
Art, Grand Superintendents and Officers of the Grand and
Sovereign Lodge of St. John of Jerusalem.” The ritual
consisted of twenty-five degrees, and as it was calculated
by its sounding titles and splendour of ritual to flatter the
vanity of the frivolous, it was at first very successful; and
Lacorne conferred on one of his creatures, a Hebrew, the
degree of Inspector, and sent him to America to spread
the Order there. In 1797, other Jews added eight new
degrees, giving to this agglomeration of thirty-three pom-
pous degrees the title of ‘ Ancient and Accepted Scotch
Rite.” The Grand Orient of France, seeing its own influence
declining, proposed advantageous and honourable terms to
the Supreme Grand Council which was at the head of the
Scotch rite, and an agreement was come to in 1804. The
Grand Orient retaining the first name, received into its bosom
the Supreme Grand Council and the rich American symbolism.
But the connection did not prosper, and was dissolved in
1805. Again, what is called Mark-Masonry in England is,
by some masonic authorities, considered spurious; whilst in
Scotland and Ireland it is held to be an essential portion of
Freemasonry. These are curious anomalies. About 1869
His Imperial Highness the Prince Rhodocanakis introduced
into England the ““Order of the Red Cross of Constantine
and Rome,” which, however, being violently opposed by the
Supreme Grand Council of the 33rd, came to an untimely
end soon after. The S.G.C. threatened any member of the
¢ Ancient and Accepted” who should dare even to merely
visit this new Order with expulsion from the fra,termty
And the S.G.C. actually sent a “ Sovereign Tribunal ”
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