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Then came they forth, from that which now might seem
H gorgecus grave; through portals sculptured deep,
{ith imagery beautiful as dreams,

They went, and left the shades which tend on sleep
Over its unregarded dead to Reep

Their silent watch. . . .

Then there came temples, such as mortal band

Pas never built; nor ecatacy, nor dream,

Reared in the cities of enchanted land.

—SHELLEY.
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CHAPTER XIII.

MUMMIFICATION—TRANSMIGRATION—RE-INCARNATION.

to them, as well as the necessity of putting away from sight, or
contact, objects which rapidly become offensive, in all ages has led to
some disposition of the dead, by which these ends could be effected.
Funeral rites have, in all ages, been interwoven with and consecrated

%I HE natural tenderness felt by men for the bodies of those endeared

by ceremonies. Portions of these rites have often survived the peo-
ple and the religion to which they owed their origin. ‘The Masonic
student seeking for “More Light” is continually discovering the
intimate relation between the manners and customs of the pagan philoso-
phers of a prehistoric age and those practiced in the present day by
the Christian Churches throughout the world universal.

The poet Virgil speaks of a peculiar mythological doctrine which
declares that unless dust is sprinkled three times on a dead body,
the soul, which had left its earthly temple, must wander for a thousand
years on this side of the river Styx before Charon would admit him
to his mysterious bark and ferry him to the gates of Hades. In the
Christian Churches this peculiar ceremouy is still performed at the
burial of our dead, and the three-fold sprinkling upon the coffin,
accompanied by the words, “Dust to dust, ashes to ashes,” is most
assuredly a custom that we have adopted from the pagan philosophers
in a far-away past, long centuries before the Christian era had dawned,
or Christ came upon the earth.

Four methods in times past have been employed in different
countries for the disposition of the dead, which were as follows: Incin-
eration, Mummification, Exposure, and Interment. I will describe
these methods so that you may be enabled to have a general idea
regarding the manner of disposing of the dead by various nations, and
shall speak of them from my own personal observations throughout
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the world, obtained from the most reliable information and from various
authorities.

The Hebrews generally buried their dead in cemeteries invariably
situated outside the walls of their cities; yet, from a passage in Isaiah,
chapter 30, and verse 33, it would seem that incineration was likewise
practiced. Among the Greeks, in historical times, the bodies of the
dead were indifferently interred or burned, a common word being used
for either method. When the body was not burned it was placed in
a coffin made of baked clay or earthenware and buried outside the
town. Intramural interment was forbidden through the belief that the
presence of the dead brought pollution to the living. If the cere-
mony was that of burning, the body was placed upon a pyre of wood, to
which fire was communicated in the presence of those who had attended
the funeral. When the flames were extinguished, the bones were col-
lected and placed in urns made of various materials. These were pre-
served in tombs, built expressly for the purpose,on the road-side, just
outside the city gates. After the funeral of the deceased, those who
assisted at the disposal of the body partook of a feast, at the house of the
nearest relative, whose duty it was to attend the funeral ceremonies,
which, if neglected, subjected him to very grave accusations.

At Athens the period of mourning continued for thirty days, during
which time feasts and sacrifices were celebrated. In the early part of the
Republic, the Romans generally buried their dead, though burning
was likewise practiced. Sylla appears to have been the first of his
gens who was burned. Under the empire, burning became customary
until subverted by the gradual spread of Christianity, and at the end of
the fourth century it had again fallen into general disuse. The funeral
rites varied, not only with the wealth of the deceased, but somewhat, too,
in periods of the commonwealth. In the latter days of the Roman
Republic, under the earlier emperors, the corpse of a man of wealth was
washed, anointed with oil and perfumed by the slaves of the undertaker.
The body was then dressed in the best clothes it had possessed when
living, placed with the feet toward the door in the vestibule, upon a
couch covered with flowers, a branch of cypress being placed before the
door, and a coin put in the mouth of the corpse to pay the ferriage into
Hades.
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The funeral took place at night, the procession being headed by
musicians, followed by hired mourners singing funeral songs; after these
came the freedmen, wearing the cap of liberty. Immediately preceding
the corpse were persons bearing masks made of wax, representing the
ancestry of the deceased. The couch was borne by freedmen, or near
relatives, the family following after; the men, contrary to custom, with
heads covered; the women, with heads bare and hair disheveled, often
beating their breasts and uttering piercing cries. Finally the corpse,
with the couch upon which it was borne, was placed upon the funeral
pyre, built in the form of an altar. The nearest relatives, with averted
faces, kindled the fire, while perfumes, oils and articles of food were
frequently thrown upon the body as it was being consumed. When the
pyre was burned down, the embers were extinguished with wine, the
bones and ashes sprinkled with perfume, and carefully collected by the
nearest of kin, were then placed in an urn and buried in sepulchres com-
mon to those of the same family. After the funeral, mourning sacrifices
were continued for nine days, though by the women, on the death of a
husband, or father, mourning was sometimes worn for a year.

As the Christian religion gradually obtained the ascendancy a
corresponding change took place in the mode of disposing of the dead.
Bodies were no longer burned, but were interred and the offices of the
Church were substituted for the rites of paganism. At a very early date
it became customary to bury the dead in the immediate neighborhood of
the churches, which, in large towns, led to scenes most shocking to the
feelings of the community, while the disengagement of the gases, result-
ing from their decomposition, proved deleterious to the general health.
In London some churchyards raised over four feet in a few years.
Within thirty years there had been interred within a space not exceeding
three hundred and eighteen acres, one million five hundred thousand.
(Report of the General Board of Health, London, 1850).

The period taken by a body to decay, after inhumation, varies
according to climate, soil and the covering in which it is enveloped.
Orfila and Lesueur, in their experiments, found nothing but the skeletons
of bodies that had been buried from eighteen months to two years; but
this time is unusually short. Low, damp, moist grounds are best to
hasten decomposition, especially if water percolates through.
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The Parsees of Bombay, India, dispose of their dead by placing
them upon iron gratings on the tops of high towers, called “ Towers of
Silence,” built expressly for the purpose of exposing their dead to the
approach of numberless vultures. These devour the body within an hour
after if has been left alone, leaving nothing but the bones, which are
thrown into a deep well in the centre of the tower, where they are left to
decay. This receptacle for the remains is common to all, rich and poor,
no distinctions being made. This method of disposing of the dead was
adopted by these people because deemed by them as the most appropriate
for this reason: They believe the Earth to be the Mother of Mankind, the
producer of the fruits of the field, that source from whence comes plant
life for the sustenance of not only man but his domestic animals. They
therefore considered it a defilement and a injury to the Earth to bury
their dead within its sacred depths, in consequence of which they exposed
them on the tops of these high towers and to the birds of the air. Fire
was considered too pure and sacred to use for burning the body; like
the Hindu, they considered exposure the best manner of disposing
of their dead.

I do not wish to dwell too long upon the various methods adopted
by different people of the world in the disposal of their dead, or to tire
you, my dear Brothers, with a too lengthy article upon this subject, but
shall confine my remarks especially to the Egyptian Mummy. It would
have given me very great pleasure to have described the mummies and
mummification of this American continent, but time and space will not
permit my doing so. I will say, however, that I do firmly believe the
religious ideas of the ancient Egyptians and the Incas of prehistoric
times to have been identical.

Vestiges of an ancient Inca civilization are to be found to-day on the
shores of Lake Titicaca. The tombs of the people who inhabited this
country have been forcibly broken into and desecrated by miserable grave
robbers, the ancient mummies taken from their sepulchres and broken
into pieces, which they scattered over the ground in an endeavor to
rob the dead of their eyes and the ornaments with which they were
decorated.

Father Acosta says, in the sixth chapter “ Royal Commentaries of
the Inca,” 1-92, that ‘‘these mummies were well preserved, with eyes
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that were made of pellets of gold, so well imitated that no one could
have missed the real ones.”

The following seems to have been the usual method adopted after
death by the Ancient Egyptians: When a person of any consequence
died the women of the family, as well as all the female relatives, smeared
their faces and daubed their heads with mud, and going forth from their
dead into the streets, with their bosoms bare and their clothing sus-
pended from their waists, wandered through the city, all the time
beating their bosoms with loud lamentations and loudly bewailing their
loss. The male members of the family would gather together, their
clothing arranged in a similar manner, and perform the same methods of
flagellation, accompanied with loud cries and lamentations. These scenes
are pictured in many of the tombs showing funeral processions with the
mourners beating their breasts and throwing dust upon their heads.

The corpse of the male was at once committed to the care of the
embalmers ; but if it was a female it was retained at home until decom-
position had begun. It was then, like the male, committed into the
charge of the embalmers. :

Herodotus says, in Chap-Euterpe 89, “ The wives of men of rank are
not given to be embalmed immediately after death, nor are indeed any of
the more beautiful or valued women. It is not till they have been dead
three or four days that they are carried to the embalmers. This is done
to prevent indignities being offered them. It is said that once a case of
this kind occurred, the man being detected by the information of his
fellow-workmen.”

After the body had been surrendered to the embalmers it was dis-
robed, when the principal embalmer, called a Scribe, drew a line with a
reed pen down the left side, from the sternum across the ribs. Following
this line a paraschite or flank incisor made a deep incision, and just as
soon as it was made the operator would be driven away from the body by
the people, who stoned, assaulted and cursed him, these paraschites being
held in perfect abhorrence and dread. If any one should happen to come
in contact with them they would be considered to be defiled, and one con-
taminated by their touch would immediately have to be purified, by
certain ceremonies in their temples, performed by their priest, in order to
purify them, that they might again mingle with friends and companions.
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After the incision had been made another kind of embalmer called a
Taricheute would then proceed to extract the entrails, which, according to
Herodotus, were afterwards washed in palm wine and thoroughly cleansed,
when they were put through different processes for their preservation,
which, on being finished, were placed in canopic jars and dedicated to the
gods of the underworld, representing the four cardinal points of the
universe: 1st, Mestha, or Amset; 2d, Hapi,; 3d, Taumautef; and 4th,
Quebhsennuf. ‘They received these names from the Ancient Egyptians
who placed the viscera into jars because they thoroughly believed that it
was necessary to have the whole of the body in the judgment of the dead,
and if these jars did not contain the viscera of the deceased they were
supposed to do so. |

These four jars have each a different head, representing the separate
gods, and are as follows : Mestha is human-headed, representing the South,
and the jar of this god was supposed to contain the stomach and larger
intestines. Hapi was dog-headed, and representing the North, and it was
supposed to contain the small intestines. Taumautef was jackal-headed,
representing the East, and was supposed to contain the lungs and the
heart. Quebhsennuf is hawk-headed, representing the West, and is sup-
posed to contain the liver and gall-bladder. These four jars were placed
in canopic chests, or boxes, about two feet square, divided into four com-
partments of equal size, and in each space was placed one of the canopic
jars that stood upright in the compartment to which it was allotted.

The earliest record of canopic jars occurs during the eighteenth
dynasty, during which period these jars were made of alabaster, arragonite
and a variety of beautiful stone. They were in many instances most
magnificent and exquisite specimens of Egyptian Art. I have said above
that these jars were supposed to contain the various interior organs of the
human body, because both Porphyry and Plutarch claim that the viscera,
when removed from the body, was cast into the Nile; but Mr. Pettigrew
having received one chest for examination, which he opened, claims to
have found the different jars used for the purpose as above described.

I myself firmly believe that the interior organs of the body were
embalmed, preserved and kept for this reason: The ancient Egyptians
most assuredly believed that the interior organs of the body exerted an
influence upon every thought and act of a man’s life, affecting not only
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his morality and virtue, but that they had a general tendency to lead into
the downward path of vice and misery. In consequence they laid the
blame for all the evil acts committed during the whole course of the
man'’s life, as well as his evil thoughts, upon the viscera. Therefore, if
the man was to be judged according to his every act and thought through
life, all parts of the body should be there to undergo the examination,
and whatever was adjudged to the body should also be adjudged to the
various organs that made him either virtuous or immoral, and ought to be
there with the body as testimony to the Truth of the Judgment. Budge
states ‘‘that when the intestines were not buried in jars they were
returned to the body, and figures of Mestha, Hapi, Taumautef and
Quebhsennuf made of wax, sheet silver, gold, or porcelain were laid upon
the parts these gods were supposed to protect,” and yet Porphyry states
that the viscera, after having been extracted, were laid in a box or chest
and one of the embalmers would hold it up toward the sun, accompanied
by the following invocation: “ O sun, and all ye Gods, who give life to
man, receive me, and give me to dwell along with the immortal Gods, for
I have ever reverenced the Gods whom my parents taught me, and have
honored the authors of my body; of other men I have neither killed any
one nor deprived him of a deposit, nor have done any other grievous
wrong. And if, throughout my life, I have committed any sin in eating
or drinking, I have not done it on my own account, but on account of
_ these, pointing to the chest containing the viscera, which was then thrown
into the river and the body, as pure, submitted to embalmment.” But
this is «<learly disproven by the fact that canopic jars have been
found in immense quantities, containing the intestines of numberless
bodies, as well as in finding the interior organs within the bodies of a vast
majority of the mummies discovered throughout the Nile valley, demon-
strating that the statement of Porphyry, only so far as the invocation is
concerned, is not to be relied upon.

After the intestines had been removed, another 7arischeute extracted
the brain, using a crooked instrument, made expressly for the purpose,
with which to draw the brain down through the nasal cavities, after
which the body was considered ready for the various salts and spices that
were to be incorporated in all parts of it, necessary for its preservation.
Further operations for the completion of the process of embalming

25088718
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depended in a great measure upon the amount paid for its decorations
and preservation. Three methods prevailed for the purpose of embalm-
ing the bodies of the dead in Egypt.

The first was attainable only by the rich, the process being as
follows: After the entrails, brains, etc., had been removed certain gums,
spices and fluids were passed through the nostrils up into the hollow of
the skull. The cavities of the chest and stomach were then thoroughly
washed with palm wine, then filled with resins, gums and many now
unknown substances, the incision made by the Paraschite being then
closed up. The body was steeped in a bath, composed of carbonate of
soda and other alkalies, for a period of seventy days; it was then taken
from the bath and permitted to dry, after which they wrapped it in from
eight hundred to one thousand yards of linen bandages, cemented
together by gums and costly aromatics, which effectually preserved the
body from decay. Its outer covering, or mask, was beautifully decorated
with gold and silver leaf and artistically painted in many colors. It
was then placed in a series of cases, the one fitting into the other.
This completed the process adopted in the embalming of the bodies of the
most wealthy and cost about three thousand five hundred dollars of our
money, or one s:/ver lalent of theirs.

The second method consisted in removing the entrails, etc., injecting
the cavities with cedar oil and soaking the body in natron for seventy
days. It was then bandaged as above, inclosed in mask and outer
covering and coffin. This method cost about one thousand two hundred
dollars in our money, or a mena in theirs.

The third process was for the poorer classes and consisted in remov-
ing the brains and viscera. It was then washed in the sap of a small
tree growing in Arabia and Nubia, the juices of which were called myrrh.
The body was then soaked in a saline bath for the usual seventy days,
when it was dried and covered with linen bandages and mask. It was
then decorated and put in a coffin or case. This mode of embalming
cost about five hundred dollars.

When the bodies were prepared, or embalmed, they were often kept
for a long time at home, being very frequently produced at festivals or
banquets to recall to the guests the fact “ that in life they were in the
midst of death” aund all the joys of life were but transient.
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Kenrick in his “Ancient Egyptians,” Vol. IL., page 48, says: “ By
a singular law passed, at a time when there was a great want of circu-
lating medium (quoting from Herodotus), a man was allowed to pledge
the mummies of his forefathers for debt, but was himself deprived of
sepulture if he failed to redeem them before his death. The prohibition
appears to have included his descendants as long as the debt remained
unpaid.”

Herodotus also related another peculiar custom, which was, when-
ever any Egyptian or foreigner lost his life through falling prey to a
crocodile, or by drowning in the river, the law compelled the inhabitants
of the city near which the body is cast up to have it embalmed and to
bury it in one of the sacred repositories with all possible magnificence.
No one may touch the corpse, not even any of the friends or relations,
but only the priests of the Nile who prepare it for burial, with their own
hands—regarding it as something more than the mere body of a man—
and themselves lay it in the tomb.

The art of embalming reached its perfection during the eighteenth
and nineteenth dynasties, or about the time of Thothmes III. to Rameses
II. For a long time the dead were embalmed by compulsory law, so that
rich and poor alike, whether at private or public expense, were submitted
to the process, and it has been estimated by Rawlinson that * the annual
expense of embalming in Egypt must have been not less than seventy-
five million dollars.”

The first mummy that was removed from this country and taken to
England was in 1722, and quite a number were placed in the British
‘Museum in 1803. These mummies are most interesting objects of study
to all who desire knowledge of the remote and wonderful civilization of
ancient Egypt. Mummification became one of the lost arts about A. D.
700, having continued for nearly four thousand years, and who can tell
how long before that time?

The oldest mummy in the world, about whose antiquity there is no
doubt, is that of Seker-em-sa-f, son of Pepi First, and elder brother of Pepi
Second B. c. 3,200, was found at Sakkarah in 1881, and is now at Gizeh.
The lower jaw is wanting and omne of the legs have been dislocated in
transporting, the features being well preserved and on the right side of
the head is the lock of hair emblematic of youth. An examination of the
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body shows that Seker-em-sa-f died very young. A number of bandages
found in the chamber of his pyramid at Sakkarah are similar to those in
use at a later date, and the mummy proves that the art of embalming had
already arrived at a very high state of perfection in the Ancient Empire.

The fragments of a body found by Col. Howard Vyse in the pyramid
of Men-Kau-Ra (Mycerinus) at Gizeh, are thought by some to belong to
a much later period than that of this king. There appears, however, to
be no warrant for this belief, as they belong to a man and not to a woman,
as Vyse thought, and may quite easily be the remains of the mummy of
Mycerinus. The skeletons found in sarcophagi belonging to the first six
dynasties fall to dust when air is admitted to them and emit a slight smell
of bitumen.

ADDRESS TO A MUMMY OF THEBES.

And thou hast walk'd about (how strange a story!)
In Thebes streets three thousand years ago,
When the Memnonium was in all its glory,
And time had not begun to overthrow
Those temples, palaces, and piles stupendous
Of which the very ruins are tremendous!

Speak! for thou long enough has acted dummy;
Thou hast a tongue—come - let us hear its tune;
Thou'rt standing on thy legs, above ground, mummy!
Revisiting the glimpses of the moon—
Not like thin ghosts or disembodied creatures,
But with thy bomes, and flesh, and limbs, and features.

Tell us—for doubtless thou canst recollect—
To whom should we assign the sphinx’s fame?
Was Cheops or Cephrenes architect
Of either pyramid that bears his name?
Is Pompey’s Pillar really a misnomer?
Had Thebes a hundred gates, as sung by Homer?

Perhaps thou wert a Mason, and forbidden

By oath to tell the secrets of thy trade—
Then say what secret melody was hidden

In Memnon’s statue which at sunrise play’d?
Perhaps thou wert a priest—if so my struggles
Are vain, for priestcraft never owns its juggles.
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Perhaps that very hand, now pinion'd flat,

Has hob-a-nobbed with Pharaoh, glass to glass;
Or dropped a half-penny in Homer's hat,

Or doff’d thine own to let Queen Dido pass;
Or held, by Solomon’s own invitation,
A torch at the great temple’s dedication.

I need not ask thee if that hand, when arm’d
Has any Roman soldier maul'd and knuckled ;

For thou wert dead, and buried, and embalmed
Ere Romulus and Remus had been suckled:

Antiquity appears to have begun

Long after thy primeval race was run.

Thou could’st develop—if that withered tongue
Might tell us what those sightless orbs have seen—
How the world looked when it was fresh and young :
And the great deluge still had left it green.
Or was it then so old that history’s pages
Contained no record of its early ages?

Still silent? Incommunicative elf,
Art sworn to secrecy? then keep thy vows;
But prithee tell us something of thyself—
Reveal the secrets of thy prison house ;
Since in the world of spirits thou hast slumbered
What hast thou seen, what strange adventures numbered?

Since first thy form was in this box extended

We have above ground seen some strange mutations;
The Roman empire has begun and ended—

New worlds have risen—we have lost old nations.
And countless kings have into dust been humbled,
While not a fragment of thy flesh has crumbled.

Didst thou not hear the pother o’er thy head
When the great Persian conqueror Cambyses
Marched armies o’er thy tomb with thundering tread—
O’erthrew Osiris, Orus, Apis, Isis,
And shook the pyramids with fear and wonder,
When the gigantic Memnon fell asunder?
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If the tomb’s secrets may not be confessed,

The nature of thy private life unfold ;
A heart has throbbed beneath that leathern breast,

And tears adown that dusky cheek have roll’d ;
Have children climb’d those knees and kissed that face ?
What was thy name and station, age and race?

Statue of flesh! Immortal of the dead !
Imperishable type of evanescence !
Posthumous man—who quittest thy narrow bed
And standest, undecayed, within our presence !
Thou wilt hear nothing till the judgment morning,
When the great trumpet shall thrill thee with its warning.

Why should this worthless tegument endure,
If its undying quest be lost forever?
Oh! let us keep the soul embalmed and pure
In living virtue—that when both must sever,
Although corruption may our frame consume,
The Immortal spirit in the skies may bloom.
HORACE SMITH.

Mummies of the eleventh dynasty are usually very poorly made;
they are yellowish in color, brittle to the touch, and fall to pieces very
easily. The limbs are rarely bandaged separately and the body, having
been wrapped carelessly in a number of folded cloths, is covered over
lengthwise by one large linen sheet. On the little finger of the left hand
a scarab is usually found, but besides this there is neither amulet nor
ornament. The coffins of the mummies of this period are often found
filled with baskets, tools, mirrors, bows and arrows, etc., etc. From the
thirteenth to the seventeenth dynasties, also, nummies were made in such
amanner as to perish rapidly. From the eighteenth to the twenty-first
dynasties the mummies of Memphis are black, and so dry that they fall
to pieces at the slightest touch; the cavity of the breast is filled with
amulets of all kinds, and the green stone inscribed with the thirtieth
chapter of the Book of the Dead placed over the heart.

At Thebes, during this period, the mummies are yellow in color and
slightly polished, the nails of the hands and feet retain their places and
are stained with henna. The limbs bend in all directions, without break-
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ing, and the art of dainty bandaging attained its greatest perfection.
The left hand wears rings and scarabs, and chapters of the Book of the
Dead are found in the coffins, either by the side of the mummy or be-
neath it. After the twenty-first dynasty the custom arose of placing the
mummy in a cartonnage, sewn or laced up the back, and painted in bril-
liant colors, with scenes of the deceased adorning the gods and the like.
In the period between the twenty-sixth dynasty and the conquest of
Egypt by Alexander the decoration of mummies reached its highest point,
and the ornamentation of the cartonnage shows the influence of the art of
Greece upon that of Egypt. The head of the mummy is put into a mask,
gilded or painted in bright colors, the cartonnage fits the body very
closely and the feet are protected by a sheath. A large number of figures
of the gods and of amulets are found on the mummy itself, and many
things which formed its private property when alive were buried with it.
Towards the time of the Ptolemies mummies become black and heavy;
bandages and body are made by bitumen into one solid mass, which can
only be properly examined by the aid of a hatchet. About B. c. 100
mummies were very carefully bandaged, each limb being treated sepa-
rately and retained its natural shape after treatment, and the features of
the face, somewhat blunted, are to be distinguished beneath the bandages,

At the commencement of the Christian era mummification began to
decline, as the process degenerated through neglect, and the art became
lost in the seventh century. If we wish to understand the reason for
embalming of the dead by ancient Egyptians, we must first come to a
realization of what their conception was of man himself, while living. In
order that my readers may be enabled to thoroughly understand this sub-
ject I shall quote from various authors, and give my own impressions,
gleaned from personal investigation of the religions and philosophies of
the far East.

Maspero tells us in “ Egyptian Archaeology,” page 108, that “ The
Egyptians regarded man as composed of various different entities, each
having its separate life and functions. First there was the body, then
the KA, or double, which was a less solid duplicate of the corporeal form
—a colored but ethereal projection of the individual, reproducing feature
for feature. ‘The double of a child was a child; the double of a woman

was a woman ; the double of a man was a man.
20
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‘“After the double (K@) came the soul (B7 vr Ba) which was properly
imagined and represented as a bird; after the soul came the ‘A%oo’
or ‘the Luminous,” a spark from the fire divine. None of these ele-
ments were in their nature imperishable. Left to themselves they would
hasten to dissolution and the man would then die a second time ; that is
to say, annihilated. ‘The piety of the survivors found means, however,
to avert this catastrophe. By the process of embalmment they could for
ages suspend the decomposition of the body; while by means of prayers
and offerings they saved the Double, the soul, and the ‘Luminous’
from the second death and secured to them all that was necessary for
the prolongation of their existence.

‘““The Double never left the place where the mummy reposed; but
the soul and the " A7%o0’ went forth to follow the gods. They, however,
kept perpetually returning, like travellers who come home after an ab-
sence. ‘The tomb was therefore a dwelling-house, the ¢ Eternal House’
of the dead, compared with which the houses of the living were but
wayside inns. These ‘ Eternal Houses’ were built after a plan which
exactly corresponded to the Egyptian idea of the after life. The ¢ Eternal
Houses’ must always include the private rooms of the Soul, which were
closed on the day of burial and which no living being could enter with-
out being guilty of sacrilege. It must also contain the reception rooms
of the Double, where priests and friends brought their wishes and
offerings.” '

This same author also states, in his ‘“ Ancient Egypt and Assyria,”
that “ The soul does not die at the same time that the breath expires upon
the lips of man ; it survives, but with a precarious life, of which the dura-
tion depends upon that of the corpse and is measured by it. Whilst it
decays the soul perishes at the same time; it loses consciousness and
gradually loses substance too, until nothing but an unconscious, empty
form remains, which is finally effaced, when no traces of the skeleton are
left. Such an existence is agony, uselessly prolonged, and to deliver
the double from it the flesh must be rendered incorruptible. This is at-
tained by embalming it as a mummy. Like every act that is useful to
man, this one is of Divine origin.”

The Ancient Egyptian belief in regard to a future life was that
when death came the soul did not leave the body immediately, but con-
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tinued with it until decay set in and if they could preserve the body by
embalmment and prevent its decay the soul would then remain with it in
a conscious state of existence. It was, therefore, with the greatest care
they hastened to preserve the bodies of their dead in order to keep the
soul within the dwelling-place prepared for it, the tomb. They gave a
great deal more time and attention to building houses for the dead than
to those for the living, because they believed houses occupied during
life to be merely temporary dwelling places; but the tomb, wherein the
mummied dead were laid, had apartments where friends could come on a
visit and bring funeral offerings of all kinds to the deceased, seemingly
at home, as it were, receiving his relations and friends. I have already
described the custom in a previous chapter of this work.

A great many writers claim that the Ancient Egyptians believed in
the Transmigration of souls, positively claiming they were the first peo-
ple who declared that man possessed an immortal soul and taught that
after the body decayed the soul would re-incarnate into a lower animal
and thread itself through all terrestrial and marine animals, as well as
birds; but after it had functioned through all these variant forms it
would be re-born again as man, and that it would take no less than
three thousand years in order to accomplish this cycle or round of Trans-
migration. Now in respect to Transmigration I do not think, for one
moment, that the Initiates of the Ancient Egyptian Mysteries ever be-
lieved in the transmigration of souls, as generally understood by the
profane in those days. In his wonderful allegory, Virgil shows a law of
progression according to Nature’s higher law, for he unfolds to us the
doctrines as taught in the Mysteries, wherein he demonstrates that the
most ancient philosophers believed in the existence of a primal source
from which these souls emanated. That they were sparks from the Divine
Fire, a part of that Divine Essence, which vivifies every star glittering
in the infinitude of space and cycles along their allotted paths through-
out the Kosmos, with the threefold purification of Fire, Water, and Air
representing the Protean appearance employed by the Eternal Pilgrim
in functioning through Nature’s evolutionary processes, until it was
made manifest in Man. In this way we are enabled to know that
‘“ Man is certainly 7o special creation, and that he is {he product of Na-
ture’s gradual perfective work, like any other living unit of this earth.
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But this is only so with regard to the human tabernacle. That which
lives and thinks in man, and survives that frame, the masterpiece of
evolution, zs the ‘ Eternal Pilgrim,’ the Protean differentiation in Space
and Time of the One Absolute Unknowable” (“ Secret Doctrine,” Vol.
II, page 728).

We have functioned all through the variant forms of Life and have
wriggled and squirmed with the snake, and we have roamed, four-footed
and fanged, through the forest and jungles and have left all that went
with it behind us, yet we carry upon our tongue a venom far more
deadly than the virus of the snake. Although the tiger’s claws are gone
and the fangs have been lost to us, yet we of to-day have claws far more
treacherous and dangerous than the wolf or tiger, intensified for harm
by having been humanized, more deadly than all the beasts of the jungle
or forest.

The tiger and other wild beasts seek and kill their prey for food,
as their very existence depends on killing weaker animals. But man is
to be dreaded far more than other animals. I am under the opinion that
those learned men, those Hierophants, esoterically who believe that
according to the life a man has lived he would be reborn, with all the
attributes of the various animals, such as the cunning of the Fox, the
ferocity of the Tiger, etc., but that he would never re-appear again in a
lower organism, for they thoroughly understood there is no retrogi’ession
in Nature and that all virbrates with progressive force and energy
through myriads of successive births. We come, we go, each time
ascending a step above the other, mounting the ladder of evolution,
gaining experience on every rung and intertwined with the whole of
organic and inorganic being, through which we have passed.

We climb the cycling path of evolution, from Infusoria to Protozoa,
to Man. Step by step we advance through all the manifestations and
differentiations in Nature’s evolutionary processes, from primordial matter
to humanity. Through ages innumerable we pass through variant forms
in the varying kingdoms, and see our kith and kin on every hand.
There is not only a relationship existing between the Macrocosm and
the Microcosm, but a separate and intimate interrelation and interaction
exists between their separate parts. Nature proclaims this grand and
glorious Truth in our pre-natal experience, when the Microcosm of



EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY. 309

the individual demonstrates to us in miniature the Macrocosm of the
Race. '

During the gestative period, previous to birth, when first the proto-
plasm surrounds the germ and sets in vibration the life forces contained
in its protoplasmic essence, causing our Proteus to vibrate through all
the differentiations of Life, in his onward march through Nature’s evolu-
tionary processes, and clothes himself in all the various garments in
nature’s wardrobe in his long passage through the variant forms of life
before he assumes the human embryo ; he is continually changing in his
progression to Man, passing through the various stages, from cell to
infusora, worm, reptile, fish, including gills, quadruped, including tail;
ever changing, until the mental development begins, then the caudal
appendage commences to shorten and finally disappears and the embryo
passes on to the human plane of development. During this period the
embryo man demonstrates the evolution of the human race, through ages
innumerable the human family came into the life of the world. From
each germ-plasm of human being comes forth anew the life of the race;
it goes through the same round as the species, and the life of the babe
has repeated the evolutionary experience of mankind.

Mr. A. P. Sinnett, in “ Transactions of the London Lodge of the
Theosophical Society,” No. 7, October, 1885, says: “That the human
soul, once launched on the streams of evolution, as a human individu-
ality, passes through alternate periods of physical, and relatively spiritual
existence. It passes from the one plane, or stratum, or condition of
nature to the other, under the guidance of its Karmic affinities; living
in incarnations the life which its Karma has preordained; modifying its
progress within the limitations of circumstances, and,—developing fresh
Karma by its use or abuse of opportunities.”

Now I firmly believe that the Ancient Egyptian Hierophants
thoroughly understood this fact of the birth and immortality of the Soul
as well as the re-incarnation of the Spirit and that once the Human Monad
had demonstrated its individuality, by incarnating as a human indivi-
dual, it could not pass back again, after the death of the human, by any .
see-saw process, into a lower animal organization, for there is no retro-
gression in Nature. There is a deal of difference between the luman
and the drufe. In the former dwells the Manasaputras.
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“ The Sons of Mind” that have been through the long drifting ages,
making a home for the reception of the Monad manifesting in the
human kingdom and when once this “ Mind-born Thinker” has mani-
fested itself in man it could not under any circumstances go back and
reincarnate in a lower animal, any more than it could return again in its
molecular form,into the womb of its mother. The “ Eternal Pilgrim”
has, in its long journey through cycling ages, been waiting for the
development of the perfect human body that was to become its home or
dwelling-place, which, through myriads of years, had been developing for
that especial purpose; but the animal as yet is not ready to receive this
Manasic entity, it is not yet ready to become the habitation of the
re-incarnating Ego, the Divine Thinker.

Evolution is a continual cycling progress, ever upward and onward,
to higher planes of Spiritual unfoldment, but never backward; the animal
is on a lower plane, and they are not ready to become the habitation of
the “ Sons of Mind,” but are on the ascending cycle that will eventually
bring them, through the law of evolution, to become the home of the
Human Monad or “the Monad manifesting in the human kingdom,” the
dwelling place of the Divine Thinker.

In the Book of the Dead we find the soul of disembodied man
announcing the victory of the soul over death, and that he lives in his
spiritual body after dissolution. See 17: 22: “O ye who make the
escort of the God, stretch out to me your arms, for I become one of you.”
Again, in 26: 5-6: “I open heaven; I do what was commanded in
Memphis; I have knowledge of my heart; I am in possession of my
heart; I am in possession of my arms; I am in possession of my legs, at
the will of myself. My soul is not imprisoned in my body at the gates of
Amenti,” thus proving that, although the physical body had disinte-
grated, spiritual man continued to exist as a spiritual entity after death,
because it is a part of the Divine Essence, the “ Immutable and Unknow-
able to our physical senses, but manifest and clearly perceptible to our
spiritual natures. Once imbued with that basic idea and the further con-
ception that if it is Omnipresent, universal and eternal, like abstract Space
itself, we must have emanated from it and must some day return to it.”

Now if this abstruse Metaphysical, Theosophical and Psychological
‘doctrine be true, then the thorough comprehension of the rest becomes
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very easy to understand, and we shall begin to know that “Life and
Death, good and evil, past and future,” are all empty words, or, at best,
figures of speech. If the objective umniverse itself is but a passing illu-
sion, on account of its beginning and finitude, then both Life and Death
must also be aspects and illusions. They are changes of state, in fact,
and no more. Real life is in the Spiritual consciousness of that life, 2 a
conscious extstence in Spirit, not Matter ; and real Death is the limited
perception of life, the impossibility of sensing consciousness, or even
individual existence outside of form, or, at least, of some form of
matter.

Those who sincerely reject the possibility of conscious life, divorced
from matter and brain-substance, are dead units. 'The words of Paul, an
Initiate, become comprehensible, “ ye are dead and your life is hid with
Christ in God,” Col. 3: 3, which is to say: Ye are personally dead
matter, unconscious of its own spiritual essence, and your real life is
hid with your divine Ego (Christos) in, or merged with, God (Atman);
“now has it departed from you, ye soulless people.” Speaking on
esoteric lines, every irrevocably materialistic person is a DEAD MAN, a
living automaton, in spite of his being endowed with great brain power.
Listen to what Aryasanga says stating the same fact:

“’That which is neither Spirit nor Matter, neither Light nor Dark-
ness, but is verily the container and root of these, that thou art. The
Root projects at every dawn its shadow on ITSELF, and that shadow thou
callest Light and Life, O poor dead Form (this) Life Light streameth
downward through the stairway of the seven worlds, the stairs, of which
each step becomes denser and darker. It is of this seven-times-seven
scale that thou art the faithful climber and mirror, O, little man! Thou
art this, but thou knowest it not.

“‘The higher triad Atma—Buddhi—Manas, may be recognized from
the first lines of the quotation from the Egyptian papyrus. In the Rzfual,
now the Book of the Dead, the purified soul, the dual Manas, appears as
‘the victim of the dark influence of the Dragon Apophis,’ the physical
personality of Kama-Rupic man, with his passions. If it has attained the
final knowledge of the heavenly and infernal mysteries, the ‘ Gnosis'—
the divine and the terrestrial mysteries of White and Black Magic—then
the defunct personality will triumph over its enemy ”—Death.
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This alludes to the case of a complete reunion at the end of the earth
life, of the lower Manas, full of the harvest of life with its Ego. But if
Apophis conquers the soul then it cannot escape a second death. These
few lines from a papyrus, many thousands of years old, contain a whole
revelation, known in those days only to the Hierophants and the Initiates.
The “harvest of life consists of the finest spiritual thoughts, of the
noblest and most unselfish deeds of the personality, and the constant
presence during its bliss after death, of all those it loved with divine
spiritual devotion.” See Key to Theosophy, 147, et seq.

Remember the teaching : The human Soul, Lower Manas, is the on/y
and direct mediator between the personality and the divine Ego. ‘That
which goes to make up on this earth the personality, miscalled individu-
ality by the majority, is the sum of all its mental, physical and spiritual
characteristics, which, being impressed on the human soul, produce
the masn. ,

Now, of all these charactteristics it is the purified thoughts alone
which can be impressed on the higher, immortal Ego. This is done by
the human soul merging again in its essence into its parent source, com-
mingling with its divine Ego during life, and reuniting itself entirely
with it after the death of the physical man. Therefore, unless Kama-
Manas transmits to Buddhi-Manas such personal ideations and such
consciousness of its / as can be assimilated by the divine Ego, nothing of
that 7, or personality, can survive in the Eternal.

Only that which is worthy of the immortal God within us, and iden-
tical in its nature with the divine quintessence, can survive; for in this
case it is its own, the divine Ego’s ‘shadow” or emanations which
ascend to it and are indrawn by it into itself again, to become once more
part of its own Essence. No noble thought, no grand aspiration, desire,
or divine, immortal love, can come into the brain of the man of clay and
‘settle there, except as a direct emanation from the highest to and through
the lower Ego; all the rest, intellectual as it may seem, proceeds from
the “shadow” the lower mind, in its association and co-mingling with
Kama, and passes away and disappears forever. But the mental and
spiritual ideation of the personal “I” return to it as part of the Ego’s
essence, and never fade out. Thus of the personality that was, only its
spiritual experiences, the memory of all that is good and noble, with the
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consciousness of its “ I” blended with that of all the other personal “I's”
that preceded it, survive and become immortal.

There is no distinct or separate immortality for the men of earth
outside the Ego which informed them. That Higher Ego is the sole
bearer of all its a/fer ¢gos on earth and their sole representative in the
mental state called Devachan. As the last embodied personality, how-
ever, has a right to its own special state of bliss, unalloyed and free from
the memories of all others, it is the last life only which is fully and realts-
tically vivid.

Devachan is often compared to the happiest day in a series of many
thousands of other “days” in the life of a person. The intensity of its
happiness makes the man entirely forget all others, his past becoming
obliterated. This is what we call the Devackanic State and the reward of
the personality, and it is on this old idea that the hazy Christian notion
of Paradise was built, borrowed with many other things from the Egyp-
tian Mysteries, wherein the doctrine was enacted. And this is the
meaning of the passage quoted in “Isis Unveiled” The Soul has
triumphed over Apophis, the Dragon of Flesh. Henceforth, the indi-
viduality will live in eternity, in its highest and noblest elements, the
memory of its past deeds, while the ‘characteristics” of the “ Dragon”
will be feeding out in Kama-Loca.”
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One evening Jesus lingered in the market place
Teaching the people of parables of truth and grace,
{hen in the square remote a crowd was seen to rise,
Hnd stop with loathing gestures and abborring crics.

The Master and Bis meck disciples went to see
{lhat cause for this commotion and disgust could be,
Hnd found a poor dead deg beside the gutter laid;
Revolting sight! at which cach face its hate betrayed.

One held his nose, one shut his eyes, one turned away;

Hnd all among themselves began aloud to say,—

“ Detested creature! he pollutes the earth and air!”

“Bis eyes are blear!” “Bis ears are foul!” “ Bis ribs are barel”

“In his torn hide there's not a decent shoe-string left!"”
“No doubt the execrable cur was bung for theft!”

Then Jesus spake, and dropped on him this saving wreath,—
“Even pearls are dark befcre the whiteness of his teeth!”

The pelting crowd grew silent and ashamed, like one
Rebuked by sight of wisdom higher than his own;
Hnd one exclaimed, *“ No creature so accursed can be,
But some good thing in him a loving eye will see.

—From the Persian.

316
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CHAPTER XIV.

SIXTEEN SAVIOURS—LOST KNOWLEDGE.

%I HE profound philosophies taught in our beloved Ancient and

Accepted Scottish Rite bodies of the Southern Jurisdiction were
subjects for a discussion I held one day in San Francisco, California, with
my friend and brother, the late C. M. Plummer, of the “ Trestle Board.”
During our conversation we drifted to the teachings of Buddha, Zoroaster,
Confucius, Pythagoras, Orpheué, Socrates and others. We soon found
ourselves floundering in the depths of Christian Theology, Christ and
Salvation, when Brother Plummer arose and walking to the shelves of his
library, selected a copy of the  Trestle Board "—September, 1896. He
turned to page 423, and handing it to me, said: ‘ My dear Doctor, you
and I think very much alike along these Theosophical, Philosophical and
Metaphysical lines of thought, take this and read it and you will do me a
personal favor by inserting it in your own work.” I thanked him and
read the article and give it to you verbatim; it is called *“ THE WORLD’S
SAVIOURS.”

“ Many people have never heard of more than one Saviour and many
more of no more than one crucifixion. Coming across an old book,
recently, giving an account of no less than szxfeen Saviours that have
been crucified, we have compiled from it the following: They are named
in the order of the prominence which they have attained by the number
of their followers :

‘1. CHRISHNA, OF INDIA, B. C. 1200. Among the sin-atoning gods
who condescended, in ancient times, to forsake the throne of heaven and
descend upon the plains of India, through human birth, to suffer and die
for the sins and transgressions of the human race, the eighth Avatar or
Saviour, may be considered the most important and the most exalted
character, as he had the most conspicuous life, and commanded the most
devout and the most universal homage. And while some of the other
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incarnate demigods were invested with only a limited measure of the
infinite deity-ship, Chrishna, according to the teachings of their New
Testament (the Ramazand), comprehended in himself ‘a full measure of
the Godhead bodily.’ The evidence of his having been crucified is as
conclusive as any other sacrificial or sin-atoning God whose name has
been memorialized in history or embalmed as a sacred idol in the
memories of his devoted worshippers.

“Mr. Moore, an English traveler and writer, in a large collection of
drawings taken from the Hindoo sculptures and monuments, which he
arranged together in a work entitled ‘The Hindoo Pantheon,’ has repre-
senting, suspended on the cross, the Hindoo crucified God and Son of
God, ‘our Lord and Saviour,” Chrishna, with holes pierced in his feet,
evidently intended to represent the nail-holes made by the act of crucifix-
ion. Mr. Higgins, who examined this work, which he found in the
British Museum, makes report of a number of the transcript drawings,
intended to represent the crucifixion of this oriental and mediatorial God,
which we will here condense.

“In plate 98 this Saviour is represented with a hole in the top of one
foot, just above the toes, where the nail was inserted in the act of cruci-
fixion. In another drawing he is represented exactly in the form of a
Romish Christian crucifix, but not fixed or fastened to a tree, though the
legs and feet are arranged in the usual way, with nail holes in the latter.
There is a halo of glory over it, emanating from the heavens above, just
as we have seen Jesus Christ represented in a work by a Christian writer
entitled ‘ Quarles Emblems,’ also in other Christian books.

“In several of the zcons (drawings) there are marks of holes in both
feet, and in others in the hands only. In the first drawing which he con-
sulted the marks are very faint, so as to be scarcely visible. In figures 4
and 5 of plate 11, the figures have nail-holes in both feet, while the hands
are not represented. Figure 6 has on it the representation of a round
hole in the side. To his collar or shirt hangs an emblem of a heart repre-
sented in the same manner as those attached to the imaginary likenesses
of Jesus Christ, which may now be found in some Christian countries.
Figure 91 has a hole in one foot, a nail through the other and a round
nail or pin mark in one hand only, while the other is ornamented with a
dove and a serpent, both emblems of the deity in the Christian Bible.
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“’The history of Christian Zeus (or Jeseus, as some writers spell it),
is contained principally in the Baghavat-Gita, the episode portion of the
Mahabarat Bible. The book is believed to be divinely inspired, like all
other Bibles, and the Hindoos claim for it an antiquity of six thousand
years. Like Christ, he was of humble origin, and like him had to
encounter opposition and persecution. But he seems to have been more
successful in the propagation of his doctrine, for it is declared he soon
became surrounded by many earnest followers and the people in vast
multitudes followed him, crying aloud, ‘This indeed is the Redeemer
promised to our fathers!’ '

“ His pathway was thickly strewn with miracles, which consisted in
healing the sick, curing lepers, restoring the dumb, deaf and the blind,
raising the dead, aiding the weak, comforting the sorrow stricken, relieving
the oppressed, casting out devils, etc. He came not ostensibly to destroy
the previous religion, but to purify it of its impurities and preach a better
doctrine. He came, as he declared, ‘to reject evil and restore the reign
of good, and redeem man from the consequences of the fall, and deliver
the oppressed earth from its load of sin and suffering.’ His disciples
believed him to be God himself, and millions worshipped him as such in
the time of Alexander the Great, B. c. 330.

) “‘The hundreds of counterparts to the history of Christ, proving
their histories to be almost identical, will be found enumerated in Chapter
XXXII, such as: 1. His miraculous birth by a virgin; 2. The mother
and child being visited by shepherds, wise men and the angelic host,
who joyously sang, ‘In thy delivery, O favored among women, all
nations shall have cause to exult;’ 3. The edict of the tyrant ruler
Cansa, ordering all the first born to be put to death; 4. The miraculous
escape of the mother and child from his bloody decree by the parting of
the waves of the River Jumna to permit them to pass through on dry
ground; 5. The early retirement of Chrishna to a desert; 6. His baptism
or ablution in the River Ganges, corresponding to Christ’s baptism in
Jordan; 7. His transfiguration at Madura, where he assured his disciples
that present or absent I will always be with you; 8. He had a favorite
disciple (Arjoon), who was his bosom friend, as John was Christ’s; qg.
He was anointed with oil by women, like Christ; 10. A somewhat
similar story is told of him—his disciples being enabled by him to catch
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large draughts of the finny prey in their nets. Like Christ he taught
much by parables and precept.

“On one occasion, having returned from a ministerial journey, as he
entered Madura, the people came out in crowds to meet him, strewing
the ground with branches of cocoa-nut trees, and desiring to hear him.
He addressed them in parables, the conclusion and moral of one of
which, called the parable of the fishes, runs thus: ‘And thus it is,
O people of Madura, that you ought to protect the weak and each
other, and not retaliate upon an enemy the wrong he may have done
you.’ '

‘“ Here we see the peace doctrine preached in all its purity. ‘And
thus it was,’ says a writer, ‘ that Chrishna spread among the people the
holy doctrines of purest morality, and initiated his hearers into the
exalted principles of charity, of self-denial, and self-respect at a time
when the desert countries of the west were inhabited only by savage
tribes;’ and we will add long before Christianity was thought of. Purity
of life and spiritual insight, we are told, were distinguishing traits in the
character of this oriental sin-atoning Saviour, and that ‘he was often
moved with compassion for the down trodden and the suffering.’

“Many of the precepts uttered by Chrishna display a profound
wisdom and depth of thought equal to any of those attributed to Jesus
Christ. In proof of the statement, we will recite a few of the examples
out of the hundreds in our possession: 1. Those who do not control their
passions cannot act properly towards others. 2. The evil we inflict upon
others follow us as our shadows follow our bodies. 3. Only the humble
are the beloved of God. 4. Virtue sustains the soul as the muscles
sustain the body. 5. When the poor man knocks at your door, take
him and administer to his wants, for the poor are the chosen of God
(Christ said, ¢ God hath chosen the poor’). 6. Let your hand be always
open to the unfortunate. 7. Look not upon a woman with unchaste
desires. 8. Avoid envy, covetousness, falsehood, imposture and slander,
and sexual desire. 9. Above all things, cultivate love for your neighbor.
10. When you die you leave your worldly wealth behind you; but your
virtue and vices follow after you. 11. Contemn riches and worldly
honor. 12. Seek the company of the wicked in order to reform them.
13. Do good for its own sake, and expect not your reward for it on earth.
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14. The soul is immortal, but must be pure and free from all sin and
stain before it can return to Him who gave it. 15. The soul is inclined
to good when it follows the onward light. 16. The soul is responsible to
God for its actions, who has established rewards and punishments. 17.
Cultivate that inward knowledge which teaches which is right and
wrong. 18. Never take delight in another’s misfortune. 19. It is better
to forgive an injury than avenge it. 20. You can accomplish by kind-
ness what you cannot by force. 21. A mnoble spirit finds a cure for
injustice by forgetting. 22. Pardon the offense of others but not your
own. 23. What you blame in others do not practice yourself. 24. By
forgiving an enemy you make many friends. 25. Do right from hatred
of evil) and not from fear of punishment. 26. A wise man corrects his
own errors by observing those of others. 27. He who rules his temper
conquers his greatest enemy. 28. The wise man governs his passions,
but the fool obeys them. 29. Be at war with men’s vices, but at peace
with their persons. 30. There should be no disagreement between your
lives and your doctrine. 31. Spend every minute as if it were the last.
32. Lead not one life in public and another in private. 33. Anger, in
trying to torture others, punishes itself. 34. A disgraceful death is
honorable when you die in a good cause. 35. By growing familiar with
vices we learn to tolerate them easily. 36. We must master our evil
propensities, or they will master us. 37. He who has conquered his
propensities rules over a kingdom. 38. Protect, love and assist others,
if you would serve God. 39. From thought springs the will, and from
the will action, true or false, just or unjust. 4o0. As the sandal tree
perfumes the axe which fells it, so the good man sheds fragrance on his
enemies. 41. Spend a portion of each day in pious devotion. 42. To
love the virtue of others is to brighten your own. 43. He who gives to
the needy loses nothing himself. 44. A good, wise and benevolent man
cannot be rich. 45. Much riches is a curse to the possessor. 46. The
wounds of the soul are more important than those of the body. 47. The
virtuous man is like the banyan tree, which shelters and protects all
around it. 48. Money does mnot satisfy the love of gain, but only
stimulates it. 49. Your greatest enemy is in your own bosom. j50. To
flee when charged is to confess your own guilt. 51. The wound of

conscience leaves a scar.
21
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“We will cite a few examples relative to women: 1. He who is
cursed by women is cursed by God. 2. God will punish him who laughs
at woman’s sufferings. 3. When woman is honored, God is honored.
4. The virtuous woman will have but one husband, and the right-minded
man but one wife. 5. It is the highest crime to take advantage of the
weakness of woman. 6. Woman should be loved, respected, and pro-
tected by husbands, fathers and brothers.

“II. CrucIFIXION OF HINDoO SAKIA, B. c. 600. How many gods
who figured in Hindoo history suffered death upon the cross as atoning
offerings for the sins of mankind is a point not clearly established by
their sacred books. But the death of the God above named, known as
Sakia, Buddha Sakia, or Muni is distinctly referred to by several writers,
both Oriental and Christian, though there appears to be in Buddhist
countries different accounts of the death of the famous and extensively
worshipped sin-atoning Saviour.

“In some countries the story rums, a God was crucified by an arrow
being driven through his body, which fastened him to a tree; the tree,
with the arrow thus projecting at right angles, formed the cross, emblem-
atical of the atoning sacrifice. Sakia, an account states was crucified by
his enemies for the humble act of plucking a flower in a garden—doubt-
less seized on a mere pretext, rather than as being considered a crime.

“One of the accusations brought against Christ, it will be remem-
bered, was that of plucking the ripened ears of corn on the Sabbath.
And it is a remarkable circumstance, that in the pictures of Christian
countries representing the Virgin Mary with the infant Jesus in her
arms, either the child or the mother is frequently represented with a
bunch of flowers in the hand. That his crucifixion was designed as a
sin-atoning offering is evident from the following declaration found in his
sacred biography, viz: ‘He in mercy left Paradise, and came down to
earth because he was filled with compassion for the sins and miseries of
mankind. He sought to.lead them into better paths, and took their
suffering upon himself that he might expiate their crimes and mitigate
the punishment they must otherwise inevitably undergo.’

“He believed, and taught his followers, that all sin is inevitably
punished, either in this or the future life; and so great were his sym-
pathy and tenderness, that he condescended to suffer that punishment
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himself by an ignominous death upon the cross, after which he
descended in Hades (Hell) to suffer for a time (three days) for the
inmates of that horrible prison, that he might show he sympathized
with them. After his resurrection, and before his ascension to heaven,
as well as during his earthly sojourn, he imparted to the world some
beautiful, lofty and soul-elevating precepts. ‘The object of his mission,’
says a writer, ‘ was to instruct those who were straying from the right
path, and expiate the sins of mortals by his own suffering and procure
for them a happy entrance into Paradise by obedience to his precepts and
prayers to his name.’ ‘His followers always speak of him as one with
God from all eternity.” His most common title was ‘the Saviour of the
World.” He was also called ‘the Benevolent One, ‘the Dispenser of
Grace,’ ‘The Source of Life, ‘the Light of the World, ‘the True
Light,’ etc.

“ His mother was a very pure, refined, pious and devout woman;
never indulged in any impure thoughts, words or actions. She was so
much esteemed for her virtues and for being the mother of a God, that
an escort of ladies attended her wherever she went. The trees bowed
before her as she passed through the forest, and flowers sprang up wher-
ever her foot pressed the ground. She was saluted as ‘the Holy Virgin,
Queen of Heaven.” It is said that when her divine child was born, he
stood upright and proclaimed, ‘I will put an end to the sufferings and
sorrows of the world’ And immediately a light shone round about the
young Messiah.

“He spent much time in retirement and like Christ in another
respect, was once tempted by a demon, who offered him all the honors and
wealth of the world. But he rebuked the devil, saying, ¢ Begone ; hinder
me not.” He began, like Christ to preach his gospel and heal the sick
when about twenty-eight years of age. And it is declared, ‘ The blind
saw, the deaf heard, the dumb spoke, the lame danced, and the crooked
became straight.” Hence the people declared, ‘ He is no mortal child but
an incarnation of the Deity.” His religion was of a very superior char-
acter. He proclaimed, ‘ My law is a law of grace for all.’ His religion
knew no race, no sex, no caste, and no aristocratic priesthood.

‘It taught,’ says Max Muller, ‘ the equality of all men, and the broth-
erhood of the human race.” ‘All men, without regard to rank, birth or
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nation,’ says Dunckar, ‘ form according to Buddha’s view, one great suffer-
ing association in this earthly vale of tears; therefore the commandments
of love, forbearance, patience, compassion, pity, brotherliness of all
men.’ .

“ Klaproth (a German professor of Oriental languages) says this
religion is calculated to ennoble the human race. ‘It is difficult to com-
prehend,’ says a French writer (M. Laboulay) ‘ how men, not assisted
by revelation, could have soared so high, and approached so near the
truth.’ :

“ Dunckar says this Oriental God ‘ taught self denial, chastity, tem-
perance, the control of the passions, to bear injustice from others, to
suffer death quietly, and without hate of your persecutor, to grieve not for
one’s own misfortune, but for those of others.’” An investigation of their
history will show that they lived up to these moral injunctions.

‘“ Besides the five great commandments, says a Wesleyan missionary
(Spense Hardy) in Dahmma Padam, ‘ every shade of vice, hypocrisy,
anger, pride, suspicion, greediness, gossiping and cruelty to animals is
guarded against by special precepts. Among the virtues recommended,
we find not only reverence for parents, care of children, submission to
authority, gratitude, moderation in all things, submission in time of trial,
equanimity at all times, but virtues unknown in some systems of morality,
such as the duty of forgiving injuries, and not rewarding evil for evil.
And we will add, both charity and love are specially recommended.

“ We have it also upon the authority of Dunckar, that ¢ Buddha pro-
claimed that salvation and redemption have come for all, even the lowest
and most abject classes.’” For he broke down the iron castle of the Brah-
minical code which had so long ruled India, and aimed to place all
mankind upon a level. His followers have been stigmatized by Christian
professors as ‘idolators’ but Sir John Bowring, in his ‘ Kingdom and
People of Siam,’ denies that they are idolators, ‘because’ says he ‘no
Buddhist believes his image to be God, or anything more than an out-
ward representation of Deity.” Their deific images are looked upon with
the same views and feelings as a Christian venerates the photograph of
his deceased friend. Hence if one is an idolator, the other is also.

“ With respect to the charge of polytheism, missionary M. Huc says,
‘that although their religion embraces many inferior deities who fill the
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same offices that angels do under the Christian system;’ yet, adds M.
Huc, ‘ Monotneism is the real character of Buddhism,” and confirms the
statement by the testimony of a Thibetan. It should be noted here, that
although Buddhism succeeded in converting about three hundred million,
or one-third of the inhabitants of the globe, it was never propagated by the
sword, and never persecuted the disciples of other religions. Its conquests
were made by a rational appeal to the human mind.

“ Mr. Hodgson says, ‘It recognizes the infinite capacity of the human
intellect.” And St. Hilaire declares ‘ Love for all beings is its nucleus;
and to love our enemies, and not persecute, are the virtues of this
people.’

“Max Muller says, ‘ Its moral code, taken by itself, is one of the
most perfect the world has ever known.’ Its five commandments are:
1. Thou shalt not kill. 2. Thou shalt not steal. 3. Thou shalt not
commit adultery or any impurity. 4. Thou shalt not lie. 5. Thou shalt not
intoxicate thyself. To establish the above cited doctrines and precepts,
Buddha sent forth his disciples into the world to preach his gospel to
every creature. And if any convert had committed a sin in word,
thought, or deed, he was to confess and repent. One of the tracts
which they distributed declares, ‘There is undoubtedly a life after
this in which the virtuous expect the rewards of their good deeds.
..... Judgment takes place immediately after death.

“ Buddha and his followers set an example to the world of enduring
opposition and persecution with great patience and non-resistance. And
some of them suffered martyrdom rather than abandon their principles,
and gloried in thus sealing their doctrines with their lives. A story
is told of a rich merchant, by the name of Purna, forsaking all to
follow his lord and Master; and also of his encountering and talking
with a woman of low caste at a well, which reminds us of a similar
incident in the history of Christ. But his enemies, becoming jealous
and fearful of his growing power, finally crucified him near the foot
of the Nepaul Mountains about B. c. 600. But after his death, burial
and resurrection, we are told he ascended back to heaven, where millions -
of his followers believed he had existed with Brahma from all eternity.

“III. THAMMUZ OF SYRIA CRUCIFIED B. C. 1160. ‘The fullest
history extant of this God-Saviour is probably that of Ctesias (B. c. 400),
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author of ‘Persika’ 'The poet has perpetuated his memory 1n
rhyme:
‘ Trust, ye saints, your Lord restored ;
Trust ye in your risen Lord ;
For the pains which Thammuz endured
Our salvation have procured.’

“ Mr. Higgins informs us (Anac. Vol. I, page 246) that this God
was crucified at the period above named, as a sin atoning offering. The
stanza just quoted is predicated upon the following Greek text, translated
by Godwin: ‘ Trust ye in God, for out of his loins salvation is come unto
us.’ Julius Firmicus speaks of this God ‘rising from the dead for the
salvation of the world” The Christian writer Parkhurst alludes to this
Saviour as preceding the advent of Christ, and as filling to some extent
the same chapter in sacred history.

“IV. WrrroBa oF THE TELINGONESE CRUCIFIED B.cC. 552. We
have a very conclusive historical proof of the crucifixion of this heathen
God. Mr. Higgins tells us: ‘He is represented in his history with nail
holes in his hands and the soles of his feet.’” Nails, hammers and pinchers
are constantly seen represented on his crucifixion, and are objects of
adoration among his followers. The iron crown of Lombardy has
within it a nail that is claimed as a true original, and is much admired
and venerated on that account. The worship of this crucified God,
according to our author prevails chiefly in the Travancore and other
southern countries in the region of Madura.

“V. Iao orF NEPAUL CRUCIFIED B. €. 622. With respect to the cruci-
fixion of this ancient Saviour we have this very definite and specific testi-
mony, that ‘he was crucified on a tree in Nepaul’ (see Gregorius, page
202). ‘The name of this incarnate God and Oriental Saviour occurs fre-
quently in the Holy Bibles and sacred books of other countries. Some sup-
pose Iao (often spelt Jao) is the root of the name of the Jewish God Jehovah.

“VI. Hesus o THE CELTIC Druips CRUCIFIED B.C. 834. Mr.
Higgins tell us that the Celtic Druids represent their God Hesus as hav-
ing been crucified with a lamb one side and an elephant on the other, and
that this occurred long before the Christian era. Also that a representa-
tion of it may now be seen upon the ‘fire tower of Brechin.’ In this
symbolical representation of the crucifixion, the elephant being the largest
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animal known, was chosen to represent the sins of the world while the
Lamb, from its proverbial innocent nature was chosen to represent the
innocency of the victim (the God offered as a propitiatory sacrifice). And
thus we have ‘the Lamb of God taking away the sins of the world—
symbolical language used with respect to the offering of Jesus Christ.
And here is indicated very clearly the origin of the figure. It is evidently
borrowed from the Druids. We have the statement of the above writer
that the legend was found among the Canutes of Gaul long before Jesus
Christ was known to history.

“ VII. QUEXALCOTE OF MEXIco CRUCIFIED B. c. 587. Historic au-
thority, relative to the crucifixion of this Mexican God, and to his exe-
cution upon the cross as a propitiatory sacrifice for the sins of mankind,
is explicit, unequivocal and ineffaceable. The evidence is tangible, and
indelibly engraved upon steel and metal plates. One of these plates
represents him as having been crucified on a mountain, another repre-
sents him as having been crucified in the heavens, as St. Justin tells us
Christ was. According to another writer he is sometimes represented as
having been nailed to a cross, and by other accounts as hanging with a
cross in his hand.

“The ‘Mexican Antiquities’ (Vol. VI, page 166) says ‘Quexalcote
is represented in the Codex Borgianus as nailed to the cross’ sometimes
two thieves are represented as having been crucified with him. That the
advent of the crucified Saviour and Mexican God was long anterior to the
era of Christ is admitted by Christian writers. In the work above
named (Codex Borgianus), may be found the account, not only of his
crucifixion but his death and burial, descent into hell, and resurrection on
the third day. And another work, entitled ‘Codex Vaticanus’ contains
the story of his immaculate birth of a virgin mother by the name of
Chimalman. Many other incidents are found related of him in his
sacred biography, in which we found the most striking counterparts to
the more modern gospel story of Jesus Christ, such as his forty days
temptation and fasting, his riding on an ass, his purification in the tem-
ple, his baptism and regeneration by water, forgiving of sins, being
anointed with oil, etc. ‘All these things, and many more, found related
of this Mexican God in their sacred books’ says Lord Kingsborough,
a Christian writer, ‘are curious and mysterious.’
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“VIII QuiriNts OF ROME CRUCIFIED B. c. 500.—The crucifixion of
this Roman Saviour is briefly noticed by Mr. Higgins, and is remarkable
for presenting, like other crucified Gods, several parallel features to that
of the Judean Saviour, not only in the circumstances related as attending
his crucifixion, but also in a considerable portion of his antecedent life.
He is represented, like Christ ; 1, as having been conceived and brought
forth by a virgin ; 2, his life was sought by the reigning king, Amulius;
3, he was of royal blood, his mother being of kingly descent; 4, he was
¢ put to death by wicked hands,’ 7. ¢. crucified; 5, at his mortal exit the
whole earth is said to have been enveloped in darkness, as in the case of
Christ, Chrishna and Prometheus. And finally, he is resurrected and
ascends back to heaven.

“IX (AscHYLUS) PROMETHEUS, B. C. 547.—In the account of the
crucifixion of Prometheus of Caucasus, as furnished by Seneca, Hesiod
and other writers, it is stated that he was nailed to an upright beam of -
timber, to which were affixed extended arms of wood, and that this cross
was situated near the Caspian Straits. The modern story of this cruci-
fied God, which represents him as having been bound to a rock for thirty
years, while vultures preyed upon his vitals, Mr. Higgins pronounces an
impious fraud. ‘For,’ says the learned historical writer, ‘I have seen the
account which declares he was nailed to a cross with hammer and nails.’
Confirmatory of this statement is the declaration of Mr. Southwell, that
‘he exposed himself to the wrath of God in his zeal to save mankind.’
The poet, in portraying his propitiatory offering, says:

‘“‘Lo streaming from the fatal tree,
His all-atoning blood,
Is this the Infinite >—yes, ’tis he—
Prometheus and a God.
Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And veil his glories in,
When God, the great Prometheus died,
For man, the creature's sin.’

“The ‘New American Cyclopedia’ (Vol. I, page 157), contains the
following significant declaration relative to this sin-atoning Saviour: ‘It
is doubtful whether there is to be found in the whole range of Greek
letters, deeper pathos than that of the divine woe of the beneficient demi-
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god Prometheus, crucified on his Scythian crags for his love to mortals.’
Here we have first-class authority for the truth of the crucifixion of this
Oriental God.

“In ‘ Lempriere’s Classical Dictionary,” ¢ Higgins’ Anacalypsis,’ and
other works, may be found the following particulars relative to the final
exit of the God above named, viz: 1. That the whole frame of nature
became convulsed; 2, the earth shook, the rocks were rent, the graves
were opened, and in a storm, which seemed to threaten the dissolution of
the universe, the solemn scene forever closed, and ‘Our Lord and
Saviour’ Prometheus, gave up the ghost. ‘The cause for which he
suffered,” says Mr. Southwell, ‘ was his love for the human race.” Mr.
Taylor makes the statement in his Syntagma, that the whole story of
Prometheus’s crucifixion, burial and resurrection was acted in pantomime
in Athens five hundred years before Christ, which proves its great
antiquity. Minutius Felix, one of the most popular Christian writers of
the second century (in his ‘ Octavius,’ see 291), thus addresses the people
of Rome: ‘Your victorious trophies not only represent a simple cross,
but a cross with man on it;’ and this man St. Jerome calls God. These
coincidences furnish still further proof that the crucifixion of Gods has
been very long prevalent among the heathen.

“X. CrUCIFIXION OF THULIS OF EGYPT, B. c. 1700.—Thulis of Egypt,
whence comes ‘ Ultima Thule,” died the death of the cross about thirty-
five hundred years ago. Ultima Thule was the island which marked the
ultimate bounds of the extensive realms of the legitimate descendant of
the Gods. This Egyptian Saviour appears also to have been known as
Zulis, and with this name, Mr. Wilkinson tells us, his history is
curiously illustrated in the sculptures made seventeen hundred years
B. C. of a small retired chamber lying nearly over the western adytum of
the temple’ We are told twenty-eight lotus plants near his grave
indicate the number of years he lived on earth. After suffering a violent
death, he was buried, but rose again, ascended into heaven, and there
became ‘the judge of the dead,” or souls in a future state. Wilkinson
says he came down from heaven to benefit mankind, and that he was said
to be ‘ full of grace and truth’

“ XI. CRUCIFIXION OF INDRA OF THIBET, B. ¢. 725.—The account of
the God and Saviour Indra, may be found in Georgius, Thibetinum Alpha.
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betum, page 230. In the work referred to may be found plates repre-
senting the Thibetan Saviour as having been nailed to the cross. There
are five wounds, representing the five nail-holes, and the piercing of the
side. The antiquity of the story is beyond dispute. Marvellous stories
were told of the birth of the Divine Redeemer. The mother was a
virgin of black complexion, and hence his complexion was of the ebony
hue, as in the case of Christ and some other sin-atoning Saviours. He
descended from heaven on a mission of benevolence, and ascended back
to the heavenly mansion after his crucifixion. He led a life of strict
celibacy, which he taught was essential to true holiness. He inculcated
great tenderness toward all living beings. He could walk upon the
waters or upon the air; could foretell future events with great accuracy.
He practiced the most devout contemplation, severe discipline of the body
and mind, and acquired the most complete subjection of his passions.
He was worshipped as a God who had existed as a spirit from all
eternity, and his followers were called ‘ Heavenly Teachers.’

“XII. ALcESTOS OF EURIPEDES, CRUCIFIED B. C. 600.—The ‘English
Classical Journal’ (Vol. XXXVII) furnishes us with the story of another
crucified God known as Alcestos—a female God or Goddess; and in this
respect it is a novelty in sacred history, being the first, if not the only,
example of a feminine God atoning for the sins of the world upon the
cross. The doctrine of the trinity and atoning offering for sin was
inculcated as a part of her religion.

“ XIII. ATys OoF PHRYGIA, CRUCIFIED B. C. 1170.—Speaking of this
crucified Messiah, the Anacalypsis informs us that several histories are
given of him, but all concur in representing him as having been an aton-
ing offering for sin. And the Latin phrase, ‘ suspensus lingo,” found in
his history indicates the manner of his death. He was suspended on a
tree, crucified, buried and rose again.

“ XIV. CrITE OF CHALDEA, CRUCIFIED B. C. 1200.—The Chaldeans, as
Mr. Higgins informs us, have noted in their sacred books the account of
the crucifixion of a God with the above name. He was also known as
‘the Redeemer,” and was styled ‘the ever blessed son of God, ‘the
Saviour of the Race,” ‘ the Atoning Offering for an angry God,’ etc. And
when he was offered up both heaven and earth were shaken to their
foundation.
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“ XV. BALI OF ORISSA, CRUCIFIED B.C. 752.— We learn by the Oriental
books that in the district of country known as Orissa, in Asia, they have
a story of a crucified God, known by several names, including the above,
all of which we are told signify ‘ Lord Second,’ having reference to him
as the second person or second member of the trinity, as most of the
crucified Gods occupied that position in the triad of deities constituting
the trinity, as indicated in the language ‘ Father, Soz and Holy Ghost.’
The son in all cases being the atoning offering, ‘ the Crucified Redeemer
and the second person of the trinity.” This God Bali was also called
Baliu, and sometimes Bel.

“The Anacalypsis informs us (Vol. I, 257) that monuments of this
crucified Saviour, bearing great age, may be found amid the ruins of the
magnificent city of Mahabalipore, partially buried amongst the figures
in the temple.

“ XVI. MITHRA OF PERSIA, CRUCIFIED B. C. 600.—This Persian God,
according to Mr. Higgins, was ‘slain upon the cross to make atonement
for mankind and to take away the sins of the world’ He was reputedly
born on the 25th day of December, and crucified on a tree. It is a remark-
able circumstance that two Christian writers (Mr. Faber and Mr. Bryant)
both speak of his ¢ being slain,’ and yet both omit to speak of the manner
in which he was put to death. And the same with respect to other cruci-
fied Gods of the Pagans. We might note other cases of crucifixion.
DEVATAT OF SiaM, IxioN oF RoME, APoLLONIUS oF TyanNa 1N Cappa-
DOCIA, are all reported in history as having ‘died the death of the cross.’

‘“ IXION, B. C. 400, according to NIMROD, was crucified on a wheel, the
rim representing the world, and the spokes constituting the cross. It is
declared ‘He bore the burden of the world’ (that is, ‘the sins of the
world’) on his back while suspended on the cross. Hence he was some-
times called ‘the crucified spirit of the world.” With respect to Appol-
lonius, it is a remarkable, if not suspicious, circumstance which should
not be passed unnoticed, that several writers, while they recount a long
list of miracles and remarkable incidents in this Cappadocian Saviour,
extending through his whole life, and forming a parallel to similar inci-
dents of the Christian Saviour, say not a word regarding his crucifixion.
And a similar course has been pursued with respect to Mithra and other
sin-atoning Gods, including Chrishna and Prometheus, as before noticed.”
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By reference to Mackey'’s * Lexicon of Freemasonry,” page 35, we learn
that ““ Freemasons secretly taught the doctrine of the crucifixion, atone-
ment and resurrection long anterior to the Christian era, and that similar
doctrines were taught in ‘all the ancient mysteries,” thus proving that the
conception of these tenets of faith existed at a very early period of time.”
And it may be noted here that the doctrine of salvation by crucifixion had
likewise, with most of the ancient forms of religious faith, an astronomical
representation, z ¢., a representation on astronomical symbols. According
to the emblematic figures comprised in their altar-worship, people were
saved by the sun’s crucifixion or crossification, realized by crossing over
the equinoctial line into the season of spring, and thereby gave out a
saving heat and light to the world, and stimulated the generative organs
of animal and vegetable life. It was from this conception that the ancients
were in the habit of carving or painting the organs of generation upon
the walls of their holy temples. ‘The blood of the grape, which was
ripened by the heat of the sun, as he crossed over by resurrection into
spring (z.e., was crucified), was symbolically ““ the blood of the cross,” or
‘““the blood of the Lamb.” That the world moves in cycles, and that
history continually repeats itself, admits of no question, and so from the
ruins of one Empire rises another, equally as grand, and the teachings of
one age are as sure to come to the surface again as the motions of the
earth upon its axis will apparently make the sun rise in the East and set
in the West.

While it makes uo difference from whom, whence, or where, origi-
nated the Truths of the so-called Christian teachings, one thing is certain
in relation to the account of the ‘‘ Sixteen Saviours,” from Thulis down,
and that is their teachings belong to the oldest metaphysical philosophies
known to mankind and have been known to every epoch of the world’s
history. These Truths must have emanated from some reliable source,
since they were embodied in all ‘religious and metaphysical philosophies.

If we go back to the first days of Christianity we shall find the early
fathers of the church turning the old pagan philosophies into new
Christian teachings and that, too, in the very temples wherein had been
practiced the ancient pagan rites. During the reign of Constantine these
were readily transformed into sacred edifices for the growing sect of
Christians. With slight alterations these temples were soon adapted to
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Christian worship, while magnificent statues of Jupiter, with a few
sweeping strokes of the chisel and a little plaster were transformed into
God, the Son, or some Saint, and a priceless Venus into the Virgin Mary,
the Mother of God. Where sounds of old pagan rites and Greek schools
of Philosophy had vibrated for so many long centuries, were now to be
heard the chanting of Psalms by monkish priests. The incense which
had so long burned upon the altars, in honor of the pagan gods, may still
be found swinging in the censers of the Romish Church of to-day.

Again Baptism does not belong exclusively to the Christian Church,
nor did it originate with its teachings, for long ages before John the
Baptist lived these rites were universally observed, being a mere relic of
the early days of the world’s history. Its use by the Christians is iden-
tical with that of the ancient Egyptian and Babylonian Mysteries, a
symbol of regeneration and expiation of sin and a purification of the body.
In nearly all the Mysteries baptism was considered to be indispensable.
Purification of the body, by immersion in some of the sacred rivers, was
an actual necessity before the candidate could be received and initiated
into the sacred Mysteries of India. Christ himself was baptized by John
the Baptist in the flowing waters of the river Jordan.

The Vedic Hymns praise the purifying powers of the sacred rivers of
India and one of the most noted places is at the confluence of the three
sacred rivers Jumna, Ganges and Sarasvati, at Allahabad. The natives
claim three rivers to represent Matter, Spirit and Life. During my stay
at this city I carefully examined the confluence of the two rivers, Jumna
and Ganges, but could not find the third. I spoke to a Babu about it,
when he took me down into an underground chamber of the old ruined
palace of Akbar Khan and showed me a little water trickling down the
wall and said, there is the evidence of the Sarasvati. The Zendavesta
ascribe extraordinary virtues to the sacred waters of the holy river
Ardvisura. The Hindu was purified by immersion in the sacred waters
of the Ganges long centuries before Christ, and to-day the same cere-
monies are performed by their descendants in nearly all of the rivers of
India as well as the Ganges.

The Zarathustrians used pure filtered water for their purifications,
in addition to prayers and certain other ceremonies which are preserved
and practiced by the Parsees, after the same manner as by their great
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ancestors, long before Krishna descended upon the plains of India and
gave to the people the sublime and beautiful teachings now as old as the
world itself. ‘This ceremony of immersion is still practiced as one of the
most sacred and inexpressibly beautiful symbols of the purification of
the heart by water as a pledge of t4at only which is Just, Right and
True.

Christianity most assuredly extinguished the sacrificial fires of the
pagans and she yet built far greater ones in endeavoring to bring the
people into the fold of Holy Mother Church. I do not desire to speak
against any religion or any philosophy. I only want to show that the
teachings of Jesus and all those other Saviours had been taught long
centuries before Abraham went down into the Land of Egypt and conse-
quently they must have originated from some source. Therefore, if
we search very carefully for the source, or fountain-head, of these pure
Theosophical and Philosophical Truths we will find they originated in
the “ Land of the Vedas” and in the ancient Wisdom of India.

Many facts impress themselves upon our ininds, in taking a survey
of all the religions dominating the world in different ages. Their funda-
mental principles have been the same, though covered in many instances,
with a mass of rubbish, while the eternal verities remain intact in each,
only clothed in different vestments, making them difficult of recognition,
excepting to the initiated. The very identity of these great and glorious
Truths establishes the fact that each one of the sixteen Saviours must
certainly have been Leaders and Martyrs of their race, who suffered and
died for their love of humanity. That they were members of a Brother-
hood of great spiritual Teachers, who endeavored to restore what a
corrupt Priesthood had degraded, is to me a positive verity. These
Teachers were most assuredly helped in their missions by the Adepts
and members of the inferior degrees, who worked earnestly and faithfully
to restore the Secret Doctrine of the Ancient Wisdom Religion. In like
manner were the teachings of Christ, the Master, assisted by the
Auditors, Catechumens and Faithful, during the struggles of the Chris-
tian Church against the old pagan philosophies, who was successful in
restoring the glorious precepts of the Ancient Wisdom in Judea, Rome,
Egypt and other places for a few centuries until it finally degenerated
into Priestcraft and Sacerdotalism, when all those profound ethical teach-
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ings of our Master were struck down and replaced by the “ Holy
Inquisition.”

Masonry, a lineal descendant of the ancient Mysteries, conceals
within her bosom symbols that will rezea/ to the student a profound
knowledge of the ancient philosophies, older, by far, than the Vedas or
the Zend-avesta. We have proof positive that these very symbols were
designed by the Perfect Masters and Adepts, as a safe and sacred reposi-
tory for the sublime teachings of the Secret Doctrine, as well as for the
preservation of the Royal Secret, in order to convey to those generations
yet unborn a knowledge of the Ancient Wisdom and the power of the
“Lost Word.” People may scoff and laugh at the claims of profound
knowledge being contained in our symbols, though they cannot dispute
their antiquity and dare not say they were fabricated by the builders of
Rome, Greece or any other special nation, such as Egypt, Chaldea or
Assyria. They are found in all of these countries, being inscribed upon
the oldest monuments and statues known to exist in all parts of the
world, and have come down to us through the drifting ages from the
interior of India, possibly the plains of Gobi, where are to be found to-day
records of a far higher civilization than is apparent in the dawn of this
great twentieth century.

Go back to the distant ages of antiquity and search among the
ruined empires of every nation throughout the earth; study their mystic
teachings and occult doctrines; aye, each and every one of them, then
study the sacred writings of these same people, examine carefully their
Mystic Rites and ceremonies, and you will find proof positive of a *“Secret
Doctrine ” running through them all, from the most remote ages to the
present day. This Secret Doctrine is the container and contained of all
Truths, carefully hidden from the profane; a great and sublime philoso-
phy, the fountain of all Truth, the source of all Wisdom, the key to all
the higher spiritual and intellectual qualifications. -

The Wisdom itself, in fact, permeated all teachings, mystic rites and
ceremonies everywhere, and in all its sublimity and grandeur it is to be
found in the glorious symbols of our beloved Ancient and Accepted Scot-
tish Rite. It will, however, require earnest and profound study before
the student will be able to obtain the faintest glimmer of their meaning.
He must concentrate his mind upon each and every one, and as I have



336 EGYPT, THE CRADLE OF ANCIENT MASONRY.

hereinbefore stated, there is to be no jumping from one degree to another,
skipping the symbology of those below. He must carefully study each
and every symbol and allegory, until thoroughly understood, as presented
to him, for the one below is the key to the one above. Like the sublime
invocation of the Turanian Adept the meaning does not lie altogether in
the symbol. The key must be found before we can thoroughly under-
stand the ineffable Wisdom contained in the series that will transcend all
we have ever known or dreamed of, and open to our view the great
Truths taught by the Masters in every age.

During some of my lectures I have had many people come to me and
say: “ Well, Doctor, I enjoyed your ‘talk’ very much, indeed, but when
you spoke of lost Civilizations, Wisdom, Knowledge, etc., I can’t believe
it. Of course, I can very readily understand the Rise and Fall of
empires, and that upon the ruins of one the foundations of another is
laid ; but you could never make me believe that the world was ever more
civilized or enlightened than it is to-day, under the ‘Light of the New
Dispensation.” You may talk of the Lemurians and Atlanteans as much
as you like, but I believe the world of to-day is just as full of knowledge
and Wisdom as it ever was; and as to the sinking of those immense
continents beneath the ocean, it is the height of absurdity.”

Now, in answer to just such people, let me say this: During a visit
to Southern California, to the city of San Jose, in the latter part of the
year of 1899, I attended a Lecture illustrated by stereopticon views which
showed the wondrous beauties of the Island of New Zealand, its magnifi-
cent rivers, streams, mountains and the gigantic tree ferns for which this
country is noted; in fact, the Lecturer, a Maori, a native of the Island
and a scholarly gentleman, a graduate of an English college, described to
us not only the topographical features of the country, but its Flora and
Fauna, as well as the manners and customs of the natives. After which
he threw upon the screen a great number of Native Chiefs, their sons
wives and daughters, calling our attention especially to the features of the
young men and women, whose phrenological development would compare
very favorably with our own Anglo-Saxon Race, both in beauty of expres-
sion and in evidences of a very high order of intellectual development.

He told us that he was on a Lecturing tour for the express purpose
of making money to educate the native children of his country so as to
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preserve the last remnant of his Race. He said he knew that his people
were doomed to pass away unless something were done for them. He
also said it would be no use to try and raise the moral sta_ndard of the old '
people of his country. The young children, however, could be trained
and educated so as to preserve their native characteristics, while living
and growing up among the Anglo-Saxons who now dominated his coun-
try. He told us that in coming from his country, New Zealand, to the
city of San Francisco he had visited quite a number of the islands in both
the South and North Pacific Oceans, and on going ashore at the differ-
ent islands “en route” he was very much surprised to note that the
natives of the various places visited had the same peculiar characteristics
as those of his own people. On arriving at the Sandwich Islands he
went on shore at Honolulu, where he heard the natives in conversation,
and was surprised to find that he could understand every word they said
as they were speaking his own language, with very slight variations,
which he described at the time, but I have since forgotten. He said it
convinced him that the various Islands of Oceanica must at one time
have formed a vast Continent, and he thoroughly believed the natives of
these Islands to be lineal descendants of the Lost Continent of Lemuria.

After the lecture, on returning home, I thought considerably on
what had been said by the lecturer, and after my meditation I began to
realize that Knowledge could be lost, just as easily as a man could lose
some trifling article out of his pocket; for instance: Would it not be
possible for a tremendous seismic disturbance to occur, through some
cause or another, and the poles of the earth be entirely changed from
their present position, and America, with the whole of Furope, suddenly
be forced beneath the ocean. Suppose all the civilized portions of the
earth were wiped out of existence, submerged with all arts, sciences,
philosophies, etc., a thousand fathoms below the surging ceaseless waves,
with all history and record of civilization entirely lost, while from out
the depths of the briny deep new continents should re-appear, to preserve
the equilibrium of the earth’s centre, giving to the islands of the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans their places once again as the sierrated peaks of
magnificent mountain ranges, upon these various continents, while all
that would remain of the lost omes would be the tops of the mountain

ranges, forming islands which in many instances would be widely sepa-
22
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rated one from the other, with possibly here and there a few hundred
thousand people still in existence, who had been saved in some very
extraordinary manner from this terrible cataclysm, this wrecking of a
World.

The thought of intellectual development would stop right there, man
would drop back into the Paleolithic age and self-preservation would be
the dominant chord among them. What a tremendous struggle would
then take place for a mere existence, and it is self-evident that the civili-
zation which had once been theirs would fall back into traditions and
legends, to be handed down from one generation to another. It would
grow more misty and hazy, more difficult of comprehension as the drifting
centuries rolled along. Civilization would have to begin again with the
life of a new race, as it were. After the obliteration of the older people,
their children would not be able to understand anything, comparatively
speaking, of the wondrous knowledge buried deep beneath the surging
waves surrounding their island home. Knowledge would have to be
obtained through long and bitter experience. No matter to what point
their phrenological development had attained, they would again have to
struggle along semi-barbarous paths before reaching any great intel-
lectual development. It is therefore possible for knowledge to become
entirely lost, though places may exist wherein may be stored and pre-
served the Knowledge and Wisdom pertaining to this lost civilization, as
above stated, just as in the plains of Gobi, or Thibet, for it is positively
asserted that tkere in secret places are stored the remains of a far more
ancient civilization than our own.

No doubt there are thousands of people, aye, millions, who would
laugh to scorn this statement, but their laughing does not destroy or
alter the fact of its existence. Let me repeat to you right here the
apothegm of Narada, the ancient Hindu philosopher: Newver utter the
words: [ do not know this—therefore tt s false.
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The wegister! You're right;
There is my name in letters large and bold;
Thanks, Brother Tiler. Now will T unfold
My apron white.

Btep this way to the light,
That all may see how clean it is and fair;
80, that is well. Now tie it on the square—
My apron white.

B0 let me ever wear—
finding my pleasure in a spotices name,
The honor of the Craft’s unsullied fame—
My apron white.

—SYDNEY FREEMASON.
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CHAPTER XV.

THE GOLDEN FLEECE—ROMAN EAGLE—MASONIC APRON—
WHAT IT TEACHES.

N this chapter, my dear Friends and Brothers, let me call your
attention to the ceremony of the investiture of the Lamb-skin,
or the white leather apron, the badge of a Mason, one of the most

profound and deeply interesting symbols in Masonry, and one that is
pregnant with occult meaning, one that demonstrates the ancient occult
axiom of the Delphic Oracle—"“ Know thyself.”

When first our Neophyte is invested with that most sublime em-
blem, the apron, he is told that it is more ancient than the “ Golden
Fleece” or ‘“Roman FEagle,” and that it is more honorable than the
“Star and Garter,” etc., etc. Now among all those who have been so
told and so invested, how many are there who understand anything at all
about the Golden Fleece and Roman Eagle, or the Honor pertaining to
the Star and Garter? I will' venture to say, that not one in a thousand
knows anything at all about either one or the other, and still less of the
profound symbology that is contained in the badge of a Mason—the white
leather apron. Therefore, in order that you, my dear Brothers of all
Rites, may be enabled to thoroughly understand something about these
various subjects, I will write upon them for your especial edification.

In Grecian Mythology we find that Athdmas, the son of the King of
Thessaly, married Néphélé (the cloud goddess), by whom she had a son
Phrixus, and a daughter Helle. Some time afterward he fell in love with
and married a mortal called Ino. This act of Athimas in taking to wife
a mortal aroused intense jealousy in the heart of Néphélé, and conse-
quently she visited the earth with a drought, which Ino endeavored to
avert by sacrificing her stepson, Phrixus, upon the Altar of Zeus
Laphystius, through an oracle that she pretended to have received.
But Néphéle, the mother of Phrixus, who was watching over him, sent
him a ram, with a golden fleece, so that both himself and sister Helle
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might be enabled to make their escape from their vindictive and treach-
erous stepmother, who sought to destroy them.

Phrixus and his sister now make their escape from 7Thessaly
upon the ram; but during their flight through the air Helle fell off
and was drowned in the waters below, and the place wherein she fell has
ever since borne the name “ Hellespont.” Phrixus arrived safely at the
city of Colchis, where he offered up the ram as a sacrifice to Zeus as the
“aider of flight” (Zeus Phyxius), and he made a present of its golden
fleece to King Acétés, who hung it upon an oak in the sacred grove of
Apres (the son of Zeus by Hera, the Greek name for the God of War, and
which the Romans called Mars). Acétés gave Phrixus his daughter
Chalcidpe to wife, by whom he had two sons, whom he named Cytissorus
and Argus, both of whom he eventually sent back to his home. Cytis-
sorus saved the life of his grandfather Athdmas from being sacrificed, and
Argus built the ship Argo which was named after him.

This vessel was the celebrated ship that carried the Argonauts in
their glorious expedition to recover the Golden Fleece, under the leader-
ship of Jason. They eventually accomplished their purpose by the help
of the king’s daughter, Media, who was in love with Jason. The account
of this Argonautic expedition is well worth reading, as it will give you a
good account of the recovery of the wonderful Golden Fleece.

The Order of the Golden Fleece was founded by Phillip II, the Good,
Duke of Burgundy, on the 1oth day of January, in the year 1429, on the
occasion of his marriage with the Infanta, Isabella of Portugal. This
Order was originally composed of thirty-one members, all of whom were
“ Gentilhommes de nom et darmes, sans reprocke”” 'The office of Grand
Master passed to the house of Hapsburg in 1477, with the acquisition of
the dominions of Burgundy and the Netherlands.

In 1516 Pope Leo X consented to increase the number of the
Knights, including the Sovereign, to fifty-two, but at the present day the
statutes have been changed and the Sovereign is allowed to create just as
many Knights as he may deem wise, providing they be Catholics and are
of noble birth, but in the case of a nobleman of the Protestant belief a
papal sanction would have to be given before he could be legally installed
or created a Knight. After the accession of Charles V, in 1555, the
Spanish-Dutch line of the house of Austria remained in possession of the
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Order, and in the year 1700 the Emperor Charles IV and also Phillip of
Spain both claimed the sole right to dominate the Order. The Emperor
Charles IV carried away the archives of the Order to Vienna, where their
inauguration was solemnized in most magnificent splendor in the year
1713. At the same time Phillip V of Spain claimed to be the legitimate
head of the Order, and as Grand Master he protested against the preten-
sions of the Emf)eror Charles IV. They wrangled a long time between
themselves until the other powers interfered, when it was mutually or
tacitly agreed that both powers should have and hold their right to the
name, and that there should be two Orders of the Golden Fleece, known
as the Spanish and the Austrian.

The decoration of the Order is a golden ram pendent by a ring which
passes around its middle, and hangs from a jewel of very elaborate design,
with beautiful enamelling in different colors and the whole of which is
suspended from the collar of the Order. Its motto is: “ Pretium non
vile” (not to be condemned is the reward of labor), and the festal day is
St. Andrews.

I have not only given you an account of the Mythological idea of the
Golden Fleece, but also a description of the origin of an Order of Knight-
hood of the same name, which I hope will prove of interest to my very
dear Brothers and Friends. I place a very high value on ancient Myth-
ology, and I really believe that every intelligent man and Brother who
has not had the pleasure of reading Bacon’s * Essays and Wisdom of the
Ancients,” should most assuredly do so at their earliest convenience for
each and all will find a very great amount of wisdom contained in the
explanations of those so-called fables or mythological ideas of the Ancient
Greeks and Romans.

“ MORE ANCIENT THAN THE RoMAN EAGLE.”—Yes, the badge of a
Mason is far older than the so-called ‘“ Roman Eagle,” because ‘“ The
Roman Eagle” came into existence just before the Cimbrian War and
previous to the commencement of the Christian Era. We learn from
Xenophon and other ancient authorities, that the Eagle, with its wings
displayed, represented the standards of the Persians, long before the
“Roman Eagle” was even dreamed of, or Rhea Silvia fed the sacred
fire upon the altar of Alba-Longa, and there is no question in my mind
but that the Persians took this emblem from the ancient Assyrians, who
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most assuredly carried it as their especial ensign, upon whose banners and
staffs it appeared until Imperial Babylon, “ Queen city of the World,”
with her conquering armies bowed their mighty heads beneath the yoke
of Cyrus, from whom, no doubt, he borrowed this glorious emblem, the
Golden Eagle with extended wings, and placed it upon his own standards
as an emblem of Victory over his enemies.

An Eagle stripped of its feathers was carried upon the staffs and
standards of the ancient Egyptians as their ensign, while the Lagides or
Ptolemies carried as their ensign the head of a White Eagle, stripped;
so you see that the Roman Eagle is of mere modern origin compared to
its antiquity among those more ancient Empires of the world, for we find
it in all ages, in every ancient nation as an emblem holding one of the
most exalted places in their mythologies. In a great many nations this
glorious bird was held sacred to the Sun, and we find a great many ref-
erences made to it in the Bible. Like various other symbols it is lost in
the hoary ages of antiquity, and like the Cross and Svastica, it belongs to
no special age of the world’s history; but the “ Roman Eagle,” that is
very different, for the name itself shows from whence it originated.

In the year B.c. 155, Caius Marius, a farmer’s son, was born at
Arpinum (the birthplace of Cicero), and became, through his own indi-
vidual exertions, one of the ablest generals of his day, and just before the
Cimbrian War he consecrated the Eagle, with extended wings, to be the
Roman standard, at the same time doing away with the Wolf, Horse,
and the Boar, that had preceded it, and thus the “ Roman Eagle” was
carried at the head of every Legion of the Roman Empire throughout
the world. From that time forward it was known through all the wars
of that empire as the “ Roman Eagle” or Rome and her Eagles, because
before her mighty Legions and cohorts this king of birds was displayed
and victory came to those sturdy warriors who fought under the out-
stretched pinions of their glorious “ Roman Eagle.”

The Eagle was adopted by our own country in the year 1793,
and now bears upon her back the dominant coin of the world, the
“ Almighty Dollar,” found in every country upon the face of the earth.
The “ Little Corporal ” Napoleon I, adopted the Eagle in the year 1804.
It was superseded by the Iris, or Fleur-de-lys in 1815, and it was again
restored by Napoleon III in 1852.
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The founding of secular chivalric orders originated during the time
when Europe was in continued warfare among the different powers that
dominated that continent, in imitation of the various ecclesiastic orders
that preceded them. These orders were founded by the reigning sov-
ereigns of the different countries for the express purpose of drawing into
more friendly relations and union their prominent Knights and soldiers,
so as to- ally them, one with another, and at the same time for the pur-
pose of rewarding those who had performed some special service to their
King or their country, or to any one whom the Sovereign wished to espe-
cially honor, as a mark of esteem, with a special distinction. In this way
he drew them nearer and closer to him as sworn friends and companions.

Standing at the head of all the great Orders of Knighthood which
still maintain their pristine reputation is that of the Most Noble Order of
the Garter that was founded by King Edward III, of England, about
the middle of the fourteenth century. It is very difficult to state the
exact date of the founding of this order for the simple reason that the ori-
ginal records were lost, and consequently the date is uncertain. The origin
of this Order was, according to the legend pertaining to it, as follows:

King Edward III found a garter that had been dropped by the
Countess of Salisbury at a ball. He stooped, picked it up and placed it
around his leg, near the knee. His courtiers observing the act looked
with questioning eyes at the King, when he responded to their looks by
saying : ‘“ Hon! soit qui mal y pense” (Evil be to him who evil thinks), or
as some translate it : (shamed be he who thinks evil of it.) To this finding
of a garter the foundation of this noble Order is ascribed and the distin-
guishing insignia, unlike other orders, is not the badge or collar, but the
garter itself, consisting of a blue ribbon of velvet, edged with gold, having
a golden buckle, worn upon the left leg of the gentlemen; but when the
sovereign is a woman it is always worn by her upon the left arm, and
near the elbow.

The badge called the George, or Great George, is a representation of
a figure of St. George in the act of killing the dragon, suspended from
the collar of gold, composed of twenty-six coiled garters, connected
together with links of a beautiful design. The lesser George is worn
pendant from a blue ribbon over the left shoulder, which is an eight-
pointed star (silver) having the cross of St. George in the middle, while
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around it is the garter itself, on which is inscribed the motto of the Order.
In the year 1344, on the 19th day of January, it was placed under the
protection of * God, the Virgin Mary, St. George of Cappadocia and St.
Edward the Confessor.”

The vesture of the order comsists of a mantle of blue velvet, lined
with white silk, with a hood and short tunic of crimson velvet; a black
velvet hat, surmounted with a plume of white ostrich feathers, in the
center of which is a tuft of black heron feathers. Its members originally
consisted of the Sovereign, the Prince of Wales and twenty-five Knight
companions ; but it is now open to such other English princes and foreign
Sovereigns as are entitled to the honor. The usual number of Knights
were about fifty, all of whom were elected by the Knight companions
themselves, but now they are appointed by the reigning Sovereign.

THE WHITE LEATHER APRON.—The most profound philosophical
secrets of Masonry have been hidden in her symbols, wherein are to be
found the deepest and most sublime Truths known to the ancient
Mystic Philosophers of every age. No matter to what part of the world
we force our investigation we shall find a series of symbols in each and
every one of them as old as the world itself, symbols that contain the
most sublime and profound Metaphysical and Theosophical Truths
known to man. A knowledge of which will enable the student to come
to an understanding of himself and his own potential forces latent within
his heart, which will draw him closer to his God, purify his morals, ele-
vate his soul and unfold to his view the sublime Truths contained in the
Secret Doctrine. It will initiate him into the Wisdom of the ancient
Mysteries and enable him to understand the teachings of Buddha, Zara-
thustra, Hermes, Confucius, Pythagoras, Orpheus, Socrates, Plato, in fact
all the ancient philosophers of every age, who taught their pupils and
followers a knowledge of God, Man and Nature, through a glorious
symbology. These early philosophers threw aside all dogmas and creeds
and awakened the dormant intellectual qualifications of their students
by song, symbols and impressive exhibitions, which aroused their
imagination and brought into use the latent faculties of thinking for
themselves.

Now, my dear Brothers and Friends, I desire that each and every one
of you shall have aroused within yourselves these latent faculties of under-
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standing now dormant within yox ,; faculties that will enable each and
every one of you to thoroughly comprehend those sublime and glorious
symbols that permeate our beloved fraternity, so that you may live to
learn and learn to know and meditate upon those profound Metaphysical,
Philosophical and Theosophical emblems that we see in every degree of
our beloved Scottish Rite. It is a duty we owe to ourselves and our fel-
low man and Brother to earnestly study, until we thoroughly comprehend
the profound philosophy which permeates our beloved fraternity. In com-
prehending the full depth of its sublime teachings we shall realize that it
is our Duly to enlighten and instruct our brother by the wayside, by
showing him not only their Ineffable beauties, but to point out the path
which will lead him on to a knowledge of himself and higher planes of
spiritual unfoldment.

THE WHITE APRON.

I want no Fleece of Gold.

The symbol of fabled, fruitless quest,

To wear such now were but an idle jest,
Worn out and old.

Give me no Eagle Roman,
Type of dominion, badge of servitude ;
No Emperor rules here; however good,
He is but human.

No Garter, and no Star—
Of old-world rank and wealth the symbols these,
A pompous show the multitude to please;
Leave such afar.

No Prince or Potentate
Shall ever place his Order on my breast;
I would not choose to kneel at his behest
Or on him to wait.

I serve no sceptered king,

I know not how to'crouch at others’ feet;
It is not thus, I trow, that Masons meet—

My apron bring!
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This lambskin, soft and white,
Means brotherhood with neither guile nor strife -
Means single-hearted purity of life—

Our actions right.
—Sydney Free Mason.

The Masonic Apron worn in the Blue Lodge should be made from a
pure, unspotted white lamb skin, for whize in every country and in every
age has ever been an emblem of innocence and purity; in consequence
of this fact Masonry has ever preserved this color and emblem from time
immemorial. It has been used from the threshold to the summit of each
and every degree of our most illustrious fraternity. The symbol of a
perfect square surmounted by a triangle is far older than the Babylonian
or Egyptian Mysteries, and a knowledge of this most profound symbol
will instruct and lead us on to the true meaning of the wise exhortation
of the Delphic Oracle ‘“ Know thyself.’

The white leather Apron should be free from all garniture or device
of any kind. It should never be substituted by silk, satin, fine linen or
any other rich material, neither should it be decorated with rosettes or
gold and silver trimmings, but just a simple, plain white lamb skin, with
no distinct